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THE 


H  E  Work  which  we  here  prefent 
f  >  a  Tranflation  of,  to  the  Englijh 
Reader,  has  been  published  fome  time 
fince,  in  Holland .  It  confifts  of  a  plain 
Narrative  of  the  principal  Fadts,  and 
Events,  which  have  occurred  both  in  Europe , 
and  North- America relative  to  the  Caufe  of 
the  prefent  War,  between  this  Nation  and 
France  \  from  the  Peace  of  Aix  la  ChapelJe, 
to  the  taking  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys,  by 
Admiral  Bofcawen  s  Squadron  ;  together,, 
with  a  great  Number  of  curious  and  intereft- 
ing  Pieces,  all  Originals,  produced  in  order 
to  authenticate  the  fame.  As  the  Style  of 
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the  Memorial  appears  to  be  quite  unaffected, 
the  Manner  unartful ;  and  that,  feemingly, 
the  Writer  is  extremely  cautious  to  advance 
any  Thing,  which  he  cannot  fupport  by  un¬ 
doubted  Authority;  it  is  no  wonder  the 
Whole  fhould  have  made  an  Impreffion  upon 
many  Foreign  Nations.  And  indeed,  if  my 
Information  be  good,  fand  I  have  ftrong 
Reafon  to  think  it )  the' unexampled,  and 
ftrange  Indifference,  -  which  fome  former 
Allies,  fhew  at  prefent  to  our  Interefts,  is  in 
a  ore  at  Meafure,  owing  to  the  Impreffion 
made  by  this  Performance.  .  Why  Britons,, 
fhould  not  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Arguments  and  other  Means,  ufed  by 
then-  Enemies,  to  fully  the  B right nefs 
of  that  Charadter  of  Equity,  _  Modera¬ 
tion  Generofity  and  Humanity,  with  which 
they  have  ffiined  forth,  I  may  xay  unriva  ¬ 
led,  for  fo  many  Ages;  Why  they  ffiou 
not  have  an  Opportunity  of  vindicating 
themfelves,  from  the  foul  Afperfions  which 
are  caft  upon  them  as  a  Nation  ;  we  fhft 
fubmit  to  the  candid  Determination  or  thole 
who  have  lfill  fome  Concern  for  the  f  we 
hone  not  yet  loft  )  Honour  of  their  deluded, 
and  moft  ^rniured  Country  ?  Sure  we  are, 
that  this  our  Undertaking,  will  only  be  con- 
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In  thefe  corrupt  Times,  it  were  Absurd 
to  pretend  to  a  total  Dif-intereftednefs  in 
one’s  Addons.  We  have,  at  this  very  Time, 
very  eminent  and  finning  Inftances  or  tne 
OfFence,  which  fuch  extraordinary  Preten- 
lions  give  fome  hoiks-  That  we  had 
therefore  a  Self-interefted  View  in  th-s 
Undertaking,  we  will  not  deny.  Ann. 
indeed,  how  could  we  (  from  the  Impor¬ 
tance  ot  the  Subjebt,  and  the  curious  and 
extraordinary  Matter,  with  wmch  this  Woik 
abounds )  do  otherwife  than  expect  an  am¬ 
ple  Reward  for  our  Pains,,  and  the  Ex¬ 
pence  wre  mull  be  at.  But  we  can  alluto 
the  Public,  that  its  Concern  and  Welfare, 
have  had  the  next  Place  in  our  Thoughts,  on 
this  Occafion.  Could  others,  who  have  lately 
moved  in  a  higher  Sphere,  fay  as  much ;  it 
is  humbly  conceived,  the  Clamour  of  the 
People,  would  not  run  fo  high  againft  them 
as  it  now  does. 

The  great  Ufe  of  publishing  this  Work  in 
an  EngUjh  Id  refs  will,  we  are  lure,  eafily  oc¬ 
cur!'  to  every  conliderate  Perfon,  and  need  not 
be  further  infilled  on.  That  it  does  not 
redound  to  the  Honour  of  our  late  ivuieis, 
we  readily  allow.  But  we  alfo  venture  to 
affirm  that  the  Nation,  efpecially  at  this 

critical 
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critical  Jun&ure,  is  interefted  in  expofmg 
every  Part  of  their  Conduit  to  public  View. 
There  is  no  extraordinary  Degree  of  Un- 
derftanding  requifite  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  End,  and  the  means  of  attaining  that 
End.  However  laudable  the  former  might 
have  been  on  the  prefent  Occaiion  it  is 
moft  certain,  that  Means,  very  unwarrant¬ 
able  and  very  unjuftifiable,  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  towards  attaining  it.  Thank  God  ! 
A.  Perfonage  now  prelides  over  our  Aftahs, 
who  will  foon  evince,  to  the  Confufion  of 
all  petty  Machiarvelijts ,  that,  in  all  Dealings 
both  of  public  and  private  Nature,  Honestl 
is  the  beji  Policy. 
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MEMORIAL  bV. 


BY  the  directions  of  hisBritannick  Majefly 
a  piece  has  been  fent  to  moil  of  the 
courts  of  Europe,  entitled  Obfervattons  on  the 
Memorial  of  France .  The  author  undertakes 
to  confute  the  motives  on  which  the  king  has 
grounded  his  requifition  of  the  21ft.  of  laft 
December,  and  to  juftify  England's  refufal 
of  making  a  reflitution  to  France  of  her  Flips, 
taken  in  a  time  of  profound  peace. 

In  order  to  give  a  giofs  to  a  refufal  fo  con¬ 
trary  both  to  the  equity,  which  is  the  common 
ftandard  of  all  nations,  and  the  pacific  views, 
which  his  Britannick  Majefty  has  given  per¬ 
petual  affurances  he  would  never  deviate  from  ; 
it  was  neceffary  to  charge  France  with  hofti- 
lities  prior  to  the  making  thefe  prizes.  In  order 
to  leffen  the  impreffion,  which  the  violences 
committed  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  by  the 
Englifh  navy,  muft  have  made  on  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  it  was  neceffary  to  prove,  or  at  leaffc 
to  maintain,  that  the  French  were  the  ag- 
greffors.  And  indeed  that  is  the  principal  faff 
infilled  on  in  thefe  Observations.  In  fhort  the 
author  would  fain  prove  that  the  French  have 
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nutted  fuch  hoftilities  in  America,  as  obliged 
the  court  of  London  to  make  juft  repnials. 

To  thefe  imputations,  France  will  oppo  e 
nothing,  but  the  moft  Ample  expofition  of  al 
that  has  patted  between  the  two  nations  hnce 
the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  as  well  tn  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  Europe.  Sovereigns  have  for  then 
judges  the  age  they  live  in,  and  pofterlty  -hel 
ftaracter  is  to  be  afcertained  by  htftory  alone. 

That  the  relation  of  fo  many  mipora 
fafts  may  be  out  of  the  reach  of  onticiim, 
none  (hall  be  advanced  that  is  not  avowed  by; 
both  courts,  or  fupported  by  paPer®  ,  •  j, 
doubted  authority  and  credit ;  tho  * 
have  been  found  in  the  book-cafe  ot  general 

Braddock,  after  that  batfte, 

his  life,  have  laid  open  the  plan  of forma- 
of  London.  The  publication  of _  the  inform^ 

tions  contained  in  theie  papers  has  not  been 

Sved  on,  till  all  poffible  means  had  been 

tried  to  fave  the  Enghfh  government,  t  a 

mortification  which  muft  arife  from  a  dnco- 

throaty  of  Utrecht  yielded  .0 

England,  New  Scotland,  orA*,  ^ 
j„g  ,o  its  anaent  im.B,  as  ^  ^ 

S&  at  thal  f  eP 

(  nearly  the  fame  idea  that  tney  nau 

fo  called,  nea  y  „  0f  that  country. 

Sf  Vs  «ttain  that  4 

had  not  then  fo  much  as  dieame  o  ex  _ 
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log  this  province  to  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
river  St.  Laurence. 

And  indeed  the  French  who  were  fettled 
on  the  river  St.  John  ;  thofe  along  the  coaft  of 
the  Etchemins;  and  from  that  coaft  to  the 
river  St.  Laurence;  even  thofe  who  inhabited 
the  Minas;  the  borders  of  the  Ifthmus,  and 
the  other  Countries  which  are  moft  contigu¬ 
ous  to  that  yielded  to  Great-Britain  ;  became 
fenfible  of  no  alteration  in  their  ftate  or  pof- 
feffions.  The  Englifh  attempted  neither  to 
banifti  them  the  country,  or  compell  them  to 
fwear  fealty  to  the  king  of  England.  Thefe 
Inhabitants  continued  in  the  quiet  pofleflion 
of  their  property,  under  the  protection  of  the 
king,  whom  they  never  ceafed  to  confider  as 
their  lawful  fovereign. 

From  1744  ’till  1748.  War  was  carried  on 
in  America  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Europe  ; 
but  it  had  no  other  objeCt  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  than  that  which  gave  occalion  to  the 
differences  on  the  Old  Continent:  There 
was  no  queftion  then  either  of  the  limits 
of  the  refpeCfive  ftates,  or  of  giving  any 
interpretation  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  the 
fenfe  of  which  being  fufhciently  evident  of 
itfelf,  feemed  ftill  fixed,  and  fettled  by  the 
peaceful  poffefiion  of  both  nations.  It  was  on 
this  account  efteemed  fufficient  to  ftipulate,  by 
article  V.  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  the 
reftitution  of  all  that  might  have  been  con¬ 
quered  by  one  nation  over  the  other,  fince 
il’-'i  B  2  the 
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the  beginning  of  the  war.  There  was  no  rc- 
faence  made  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and 
by  article  IX.  it  was  agreed  that  all  things 
fhould  be  re-eftablithed,  on  thejfatne  footing 
that  they  had  been,  or  ought  to  have  been  on, 
f  not  in  1 7  iO  but  before  the  prefent  war. 

^  Immediately  after  this  peace,  the  court  o 
London  formed  the  plan  of  feveral  new  fettle- 

ments,  in  which  it  paid  more  regard  to  its 

•  i  •  +han  to  the  claufes  of 

commercial  mtereits,  .na  ^111 

the  treaties,  of  which  that  ot  Aix-laChapelle 
had  ken  a  renewal.  Notice  was  given  of 
thefe  fettlements  by  the  channel  of  all  th 

news-papers.  It  was  then  Plain|nSlan^nce 
tended  to  extend  to  the  river  bt.  Laurence 
thofe  which  were  to  be  made  in  Acadia  ^ 
no  limits  were  affigned  to  thofe  which  were  to 

take  place  towards  Hudion  s  Bay. 

Tfc  eclat  of  thefe  preparations,  and  the 

importance  of  the  projeft,  d'WJj 
were  the  fore-runners,  awaked  the  king 
Tuaitlon  He  fct  forth  his  rights  rn  a  memo¬ 
rial  '  which  he  cauled  to  be  given  into  the 
court  of  London,  in  the  month  of 
and  propofed  the  appointment  ot  commm 

ries  From  both  nations,  who  «« ‘o 
nn  amicable  manner  the  limits  of  the  p 

colonies.  This "““bfwhich  the 
Ltagrf  Great-Britin  agre;d  «  *e— • 
1°.  “  That  no  fuch  thing  wasipten^ 


project  towards  Hudfon  s  Bay.  2°.  That  he 
re  had  given  effe&ual  orders  that  no  attempt 
f*  (hould  be  made,  either  on  the  fide  of  ' 
«  Nova  Scotia,  or  that  of  Hudfon  s  Bay,  on 
<c  the  poifeffions,  or  the  trade  of  his  mod 
<c  chriftian  majefty’s  fubjecls.  3°*  That  he  had 
<<  o-iven  no  orders  to  make  fettlements  in 

that  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  which  France 

“  had  formed  pretentions”. 

The  Settlement  of  Hallifax,  then  in  agita¬ 
tion  in  England,  feemed  in  lome  fort  to  be  a 
pledge  of  the  fmcerity  of  this  declaration. 
Supplies  which  feemed  defigned  only  for  this 
infant  colony,  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to 
alarm  the  French  government.  The  town  is 
built  on  the  coaft  of  Acadia,  at  the  mouth  of 
Chedabufto  Bay. 

One  of  the  principal  ftipulations  agreed  to  on 
the  nomination  of  commiflaries,  was  that  no 
innovation  fhould  be  attempted  on  the  coun¬ 
tries,  the  fate  of  which  was  to  be  finally  deter¬ 
mined  by  their  fentence.  This  convention  was 
a  confequence  of  the  declaration  made  in  the 
court  of  London’s  meinorial.  Thus  did  the 
French  remain  in  pofleffipn  of  all  the  lands 
which  they  had  held  without  interruption 
fince  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle;  as  well 
between  Bay  Francoife,  and  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  as  in  the  Peninfula  itfelf ;  from  the 
Minas  to  the  Ifthmus,  and  from  the  Ifthmus 
to  the  bay  of  Chedabucto.  As  to  the  Banks  of 

the  Ohio,  apd  the  countries  fituated  to  the 

weft 
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tveft  of  the  apalachian  mountains;  the  Englifh 
never  had  either  forts  or  factories  in  thole 
places,  nor  had  the  court  of  London  formed 
even  a  project  of  any  fettlement  on  that  fide; 
nor  was  there  the  lead;  mention  made  ol' 
this  country,  either  in  the  negociations  which 
had  preceded  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  or  in 
thofe  which  had  given  occafion  to  the  peace  ol 


Aix-la  Chapelle. 

From  the  fettling  this  com  million,  and  die 
mutual  engagements  which  had  preceded,  it 
was  imagined  that  the  court  of  London  wou 
iffue  to  the  governors  of  the  Enghlh  coiomes 
in  America,  fuch  orders  as  wete  agreea 
to  the  ftipulations  made  in  Europe  :  It  was  o 
the  greateft  confequence  to  the  tranquility  ol 
both  nations,  to  put*"  early  flop  to  thefe 
petty  detentions,  which  in  time  might  give 
rife  to  differences  of  a  more  fcrious  nature. 
We  (hall  here  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  difputes, 
which  had  preceded  the  appointment  of  com - 
Varies.  M.  Mafcarens,  an  Englifh  com¬ 
mander  wanted  to  compel  the  French  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  River  St.John,  to  fwear 
fealty  to  the  king  of  England.  Thefe  peop  c 
intimidated  by  menaces,  made  applications  to 
the  count  de  la  Galiffoniere,  who  m  order  to 
remove  their  fears,  fentan  officer  with  a  f  mad 
detachment  of  foldiers  and  of  the  mmcian 
of  Canada.  M.  de  la  Galiffoniere,  had  axtei 
that  not  only  complained  by  letter  to  j 

deavoured 
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deavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  fufpend  the 
hoftilities,  which  the  Englifh  had  not  ceafed  to 
commit  againft  the  Abnakies  ;  notwithftand- 
ln-T  thefe  had  by  the  orders  of  the  French, 
(their  allies)  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  im¬ 
mediate  news  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle. 
Thefe  complaints  had  given  occafion  to  a 
feries  of  letters,  wrote  in  a  pretty  warm  ftile, 
and  which  pafled  mutually  between  the 
marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  M.  Cornwallis  : 
The  fird;  having  fucceeded  the  Count  de  la 
Galiffoniere,  and  the  fecond  Mr.  Mafcarens, 
in  1 749.  An  end  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
put  to  thefe  altercations,  by  the  orders  which 
the  court  of  London  affirmed  to  have  fent  to 
the  governors  of  the  Engliffi  colonies,  in  con- 
fequence  of  tke  appointment  of  rommidaries. 

They  had  already  begun  their  fittings,  when 
general  Cornwallis  thought  himfelf  now  in 
fiich  a  condition,  as  he  need  not  obferve  any 
meafures.  He  had  received  fromEngland  frefh 
fupplies  of  troops,  fettlers,  ammunition,  and 
artillery ;  and  in  confequence  he  made  frefh 
efforts  to  expel  the  French  from  a  country, 
on  which  according  to  the  adurance  of  his 
Britannick  Majedy,  no  attempt  was  to  be 
made  till  the  commidaries  came  to  a  decifion, 

r  .  «  ► 

The  fil'd;  adts  of  violence  were  directed  a- 
gainft  the  king’s  dab]  efts,  who  are  fettled  on 
the  northern  coads  of  the  Peninfula.  The 
Engliih  commander’s  view  was  to  compel 
them  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  make  room  for 

the 
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the  new" fettlers ;  moft  of  the  French  families 
were  forced  to  relinquilh  their  poffeffions,  to 
evacuate  the  Peninfula,  and  to  feek  refuge  in 

other  parts  of  New  France.  ... 

Encouraged  by  this  Succefs  Mr.  ComwaUls 
thought  proper  to  exert  himfelf  in  the  fame 
manner  againft  the  French,  who  were  fetded 
ont  of  the  Peninfula,  on  the  rivers  which  dif- 
embogue  as  well  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of 
Fundi,  as  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence.  The  e 

People  being  thus  perpetually  expofed  to 

worn  ufage,  and  having  experienced  inju““s 
and  outrages  without  number,  agreed  to  de 
mand  of  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  that .  Pio 
teflion  which  his  majefty  owes  a  1  his Tubj^s- 

The  marquis  fent  them  a 

S  offi«r»  whom  he  gave  the 
Soft  precife  orders,  to  attempt  nothing  a- 
Sftthe  Englilh,  and  to  confine  himfelf 
folelv  to  the  preventing  them  from  making 
any  Settlement  on  the  lands,  of  which  France 
y  •  nnfTeffion ;  and  above  all  that  he 

Cild  not  himfelf  make  any  fortification  of 
anvfort  on  them.  The  marqu.s  de  a  Jon¬ 
quiere  did  morei  for  he^adjhejt  en  ion ^ 

t;  ^ » *.  - 
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tliis  difpute  was  attended  at  that  time  with 
no  bad  confequence.* 

Two  other  objeds  gave  occalion  in  a  little 
time  after  to  mutual  complaints,  in  which  the 
two  courts  thought  themfelves  more  particu¬ 
larly  concerned. 

Mr.  Cornwallis  complained  of  the  cruelty 
with  which  the.  Abnakie  favages  ufed  the 
Englifh,  who  fell  into  their  hands  ;  he  af- 
cribed  this  ufage  to  the  fuggellions  of  the 
French,  and  to  the  orders  of  the  marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere.  The  latter  cleared  himfelf 
fully  from  the  charge;  and  it  may  be  faid  with 
truth,  that  the  Abnakies  had  followed  in  this 
condud  only  the  impulfe  of  their  own  re- 
fentment:  It  was  at  the  French  governor’s 
requeft,  that  after  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
they  had  ceafed  all  kind  of  hoftilities ;  but  the 
Englifh  would  never  condefcend  to  confider 
them,  as  comprehended  in  the  general  paci¬ 
fication,  and  had  perfevered  in  their  perfecu- 
tions  againft  them.  Thus  enraged,  thefe 
Savages  had  avenged  their  own  injuries ; 
and  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  fo  far  from 
giving  them  afliftance,  ufed  his  beft  efforts  to 
appeafe  their  Wrath.  The  court  of  London-' 
appeared  fatisfied  with  the  explanations  given 
on  this  occafion,  and  thus  this  affair  ended. 

The  objed  of  the  other  was  of  greater  im¬ 
portance,  and  might  have  been  attended  with 

worfe 
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worfe  confequences.  The  Englilh  for  fome 
months  ufed  to  intercept  all  the  hrench 
veflels  which  brought  provifions  from  <^bec; 
Which  provifions  were  defigned  for  the  iu  - 
lifting  the  ports  fituated  on  the  frontiers  ot 
Canada,  or  were  fent  as  prefents,  agreeab  e 
to  annual  curtom,  to  the  Indian-alhes  of 
France.  Thus  a  veflel  from  Quebec  called  the 
London,  which  was  returning  empty,  after 
having  unloaded  a  cargo  of  provifions  at  Che- 
daic,  was  taken  ;*  and  in  fome  time  after  ey 
attacked,  and  took  at  the  mouth  of  BaieFran- 
coife,  the  king’s  Brigantine,  called  the  , 
Francis,  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  h 
maiefty’s  commiffion,  and  which  ferved  as 
convoy  to  a  veflel  t  laden  with  provifion  and 

ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  the  d%h“en“ 
on  John's  River.  The  taking  thefe  veflels,  and 
the  rifling  of  fome  others,  gave  occafion  o 
complaints,  which  were  at  that  time  addrefled 
to  the  court  of  London  i  but  as  no  fatisfadion 
enfued,  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  fancie 
himfelf  entitled  to  make  repnfals,  and  m  con, 
fequence  ordered  three  or  four  Englilh  veil 
\o  be  feized  on  at  Ifle  -Royal,  which  were 

C0  Thrfe  hoftilities  at  fea,  in  which  Vis  *- 

fervable  the  Engliih  were  a«; 

g^s’wSrCS"  -nuie. 
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in  which  it  was  agreed  no  innovation  fhould 
be  made.  In  the  month  of  April  1750,  gene¬ 
ral  Cornwallis,  entrufted  major  Lawrence 
with  an  expedition,  againft  the  polls  occupied 
by  the  French  on  the  Continent,  commanded 
by  the  chevalier  de  Lacorne.  What  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  armament  was,  may  be  learned 
from  the  Gazette  of  Bolton,  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  wherein  it  was  inferred  and  reprefented 
as  an  a£t  of  hoftility  on  the  part  ol  this 
governor  ;  nay,  it  was  alfo  in  this  manner  they 
expreffed  themfelves  in  the  letters  printed  in 
London,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  of  the 
fame  Year.  General  Cornwallis  was  not  con¬ 
tent  with  having  given  thefe  orders :  Having 
firft  erected  a  fort  at  the  Minas,  he  propoled 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  forces, 
which  were  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the 
Continent ;  and  to  make  fure  work  of  it, 
he  caufed  a  conliderable  fortrefs  to  be  erefted 

'  »  .  (  *  w  i  - 

at  a  place  called  Chinedto,  or  Beaubafiin, 
fituated  in  the  Ifthmus,  and  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  Baic  Francoife.  Thefe  places  were 
certainly  of  the  number  of  thofe,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  which  was  to  be  fettled  by  the  com* 

■  milfaries. 

'  The  French  commandants,  in  order  to 
protect  the  countries  which  they  were  in 
pofleffion  of  againft  an  invafion,  of  which 
they  had  fuch  plain  intimations,  could  not 
now  difpenfe  with  erefting  in  their  turn  two 
fmall  forts,  the  one  facing  Beaubaffin,  at  a 
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place  called  Beau-Sejour,  the  other  at  Gafpe- 
reau,  on  Bay-verte,  as  a  magazine  for  the  firft, 
and  to  fecure  fupplies  by  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence. 

What  had  paffed  at  the  time  of  building 
the  fort  of  Beauballin  proved  fufficiently  the 
neceffity  of  erecting  thefe  two  forts,  which, 
were  calculated  to  ferve  as  a  bulwark  to  the 
Continent.  For  general  Cornwallis,  had  caufed 
troops,  and  fome  artillery  to  march  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus,  who  were  fo 
terrified  by  this  procedure,  that  they  ran  away, 
having  firft  of  all  fetfire  to  their  habitations  ; 
and  what  is  the  more  remarkable  in  all  this 
is,  that  the  Englifh  general  who  reduced 
both  French  and  Savages  to  this  cruel  di¬ 
lemma,  had  the  affurance  to  complain  of  this 
flio-ht,  which  he  treated  as  an  adt  of  hoftility 
ontheir  fide :  A  new  kind  of  hoftility  indeed, 
that !  Which,  as  we  fee,  confifts  in  a  man’s 
leaving  his  country*  open  to  the  invafion  of  a 
foreign  power!  And  indeed,  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Cornwallis,  ferved  only  to  bring  about  an 
eclairciffement,  which  ought  to  have  convinced 
the  king  of  England  of  the  regularity  of  the 
oroceedings  of  France,  and  how  fincere  fhe 
was  in  her  defires  to  preferve  peace. 

The  confequence  of  this  eclairciffement  was 
a  formal  declaration,  by  which  his  Britannick 
Majefty  caufed  the  king  to  be  affured,  that 
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frefh  orders  had  been  fent  to  prevent  any 
enterprife. 

The  king,  on  his  part,  repeated  thofe  he  had 
already  given  to  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  meafures 
taken  by  the  court  of  England  to  prevent 
•  general  Cornwallis  from  proceeding  any 
farther  j  or  to  the  vigilance  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Jonquiere,  in  cautioning  againft  furprifes  j 
’tis  certain  the  Englifh  forbore  making  any 
further  attempts  on  that  fide :  They  maintain¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  their  forts  of  the  Minas,  and 
-Beaubaflin.  The  French  remained  quiet  in 
thofe  of  Beau-Sejour,  and  Gafpereau;  fo  that 
from  1751,  till  the  expedition  of  1755,  of 
which  an  account  fhall  be  given  hereafter, 
this  part  of  New  France  had  received  no 
moleftation  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Englifh  j 
nay,  good  harmony  feemed  to  be  fo  thorough¬ 
ly  re-eftablifhed  between  them,  that  in  order 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  frequent  defertions  on  the 
frontiere,  the  marquis  du  Quefne,  fucceffor 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  Mr. 
Hopl'on,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Cornwallis,  had 
agreed  on  a  cartel,  which  was  very  punctually 
obferved  from  1752,  till  laft  year. 

But  tho'  the  tranquility  was  happily  re- 
eftablifhed  in  Acadia,  yet  encroachments  and 
hoftilities  were  multiplied  on  another  fide,  on 
which  equally  depended  the  prefervation  of 
Canada.  To  clear  up  the  origin,  and  fix  the 
epoch  of  thefe  troubles,  it  will  be  neceflary 

to 
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*o  trace  tilings  fomewhat  farther  back  than 


the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

The  Ohio,  otherwife  called  Belle-Riviere, 
or  the  Fair  River,  forms  a  natural  communi¬ 
cation  between  Canada,  and  the  Louifiana,  by 
the  Lake  Eric.  The  French  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  difcovery,  and  the  maintaining 
this  communication,  were  the  firfl  who  furr 
veyed  this  river,  of  which  the  lieur  de  la  Salle, 
a  gentleman  of  Normandy,  had  vifited  a  part 
in  1679.  In  1712,  the  king,  in  the  letters- 
patent  for  the  fettlement  of  Louifiana,  com¬ 
prehended  the  river  Wabache,  which  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  Ohio;  and  in  general  all 
the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Miffiffippi.  Since 
that  time,  the  Ohio  had  been  frequent¬ 
ed  by  the  French  only ;  and  the  Englifh 
never  laid  claim  to  the  countries  which  it  runs 
through.  The  Apalachian  mountains  had 
always  been  confidered  as  the  boundaries  of 
their  colonies. 

The  Englifh  miniflry,  who  never  miffed  an 
opportunity  of  diflreffing  the  trade  of  France, 
envied  her  for  a  long  time  this  communication 
which  fhe  flood  fo  much  in  need  of.  In  1749, 
fome  Englifh  traders  began  to  carry  on  a 
contraband  trade  on  the  Ohio,  and  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  they  were  tampering  with  the 
Indians,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  a  war 
with  France.  The  count  de  la  Oaliffoniere 
difpatched  from  Canada  to  thefe  parts  the 
fteur  Celoron,  an  officer  of  Canada,  with  di- 
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regions  to  ufe  no  violence  towards  thefe 
foreign  traders  ;  but  to  content  himfelf  with 
fummoning  them  to  withdraw,  and  to  feizc 
their  goods,  in  cafe  they  perfifted  in  flaying. 

This  fummons,  which  was  the  only  ftep 
that  was  taken,  was  attended  with  all  the 
effect  which  could  have  been  expected  from 
it.  The  English  traders  were  obliged  to  fheer 
off,  and  duly  cautioned  againft  returning  any 
more. 

Nay  the  fieur  Celoron  charged  them  with 
a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Penfylvania,  whofe 
licences  were  (hewn  by  dome  of  thele  traders. 
He  informed  him  by  this  letter  of  what  had 
palled,  and  defired,  not  only  that  he  would 
grant  no  Inch  permiffion  for  the  future,  but 
that  he  would  alio  take  care  that  none  of  the 
Englilh  of  his  government  Ihould  continue  to 
carry  on  this  contraband  trade  on  the  kings 
territories. 

The  fieur  Celoron  had  no  fooner  left  the 
♦  ^ 

Ohio,  than  the  Englilh  traders  returned  in 
Ihoals ;  They  had  orders  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  prevail  on  the  Savages,  to  take  up 
arms  agajnft  France.  They  brought  them 
even  arms,  and  ammunition.  In  1750,  the 
marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  was  under  a  neceflity 
of  fending  a  fecond  time  leveral  detachments, 
ftill  with  orders  to  ufe  no  violence  towards 
the  Englilh,  and  to  awe  the  rebel-Savages* 
Even  thefe  were  dealt  with  tenderly  ;  howe¬ 
ver,  in  order  to  prevent  the  progrels  of  the 

fmuggling, 
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Imuggling  bufinefs,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
feize  four  Englifh  traders,  who  continued 
fmuggling,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibition, 
and  who  befides  had  given  ftrong  fufpicion  of 
having  laboured  to  bring  the  favages  to  a 
revolt.  They  were  conducted  to  Quebec, 
where  they  were  examined  by  the  marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere  himfelf,  and  from  their  de- 
pofitions,  *  he  had  reafbn  to  be  convinced  of 
the  certainty  of  his  advices.  It  was  proved, 
that  the  governor  of  Penfylvania  had  caufed 
the  Savages  to  be  fupplied  with  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  other  prefents,  in  order  to  their 
declaring  war.  The  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere 
hefitated  no  longer  fending  thefe  four  Englifh- 
men  to  France.  They  remained  forfome  time 
prifoners  at  Rochelle.  The  lord  Albemarle, 
then  ambaflador  from  England,  whofe  pro¬ 
tection  they  claimed,  fued  for  their  liberty, 
without  the  leaft  complaint  of  the  caufe  for 
which  they  were  deprived  thereof.  The  king 
ordered  them  to  be  enlarged,  and  even  that 
they  fhould  have  fome  money.  Lord  Albe¬ 
marle,  returned  his  thanks  to  the  minifter  of 
the  marine,  as  for  a  favour  that  had  been, 
conferred  on  him  perfonally. 

The  moderation  which  the  French  laid 
themfelves  down  as  an  invariable  rule  for  their 
conduCt,  ferved  to  render  the  Savages  of  the 

Ohio  more  audacious.  In  a  little  time  there 
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was  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  people, 
to  whom  the  Englifh  had  promifed  affiftances 
of  every  kind,  would  enter  into  a  general  con- 
lpiracy.  Notwithftanding,  the  marquis  de  la 
Jonquiere  went  no  farther  in  1751,  than  he 
did  in  1750.  However,  the  detachments  he 
had  fent  perceived  a  very  extraordinary  fer¬ 
mentation,  the  effects  of  which  it  became 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  prevent  fpeedily. 
The  governor  of  Canada,  being  convinced  that 
the  colony  was  threatned  with  an  invafion 
from  thefe  Savages,  was  preparing  to  march  a 
more  confiderable  body  of  troops,  in  order  to 
awe  them,  but  he  died  in  March  1752. 

The  marquis  du  Quefne,  his  fucceffor,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Quebec,  a  few  months  after,  he  found 
the  colony  under  the  greateft  apprehenfions  ; 
he  ha  lie  net!  therefore  to  take  up  the  project  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  ;  but  the  march 
of  the  detachment  being  retarded  by  different 
circumftances,  all  that  the  fieur  de  St.  Pierre, 
by  whom  it  was  commanded,  could  do,  was, 
to  ereft  himfelf,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
Lake  Eric,  a  poll,  where  he  fpent  the  winter, 
from  1753  to  1754. 

Here  he  was  very  quiet  in  the  month  of 
October  1753,  when  he  received  a  letter  from 
the  .  governor  of  Virginia,  requiring  him  to 
withdraw.  *He  contented  himfelf  with  anfwer- 
i^g,  that  he  was  on  French  ground  :  and  by 
orders  of  his  general,  to  whom  he  was  going 
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to  communicate  this  fummons  j*  as  for  the 
reft,  he  Shewed  the  greateft  politenefs  to  the 
officer,  who  was  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  marquis  du 
Quefne  was  informed  of  this  ftep  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Virginia,  he  received  from  all  parts 
advices  of  the  preparations  making  in  the 
Englifh  colonies,  to  adt  offenfively  againft  the 
French,  on  pretence  of  affifting  the  Savages: 
That  thefe  preparations  were  avowed  by  the 
court  of  London,  appears  from  their  having 
been  publifhed  in  all  the  Englifh  Gazettes 
of  that  time,  in  which  were  printed  the  very 
fpeeches,  by  which  die  governors  of  NewEng- 
land  and  Virginia  laboured  to  prevail  on  the 
Savages,  to  wage  wrar  with  France. 

The  Englifli  had  alfo  pafled  already  the 
Apalachian  Mountains,  and  were  marching 
in  a  body  with  artillery,  when  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1754,  the  fieur  de  Contre-Cceur, 
who  had  taken  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  detachment,  before  under  the  orders 
of  the  fieur  de  St.  Pierre,  drew  near  the  Ohio, 
with  five  or  fix  hundred  men.  He  found  the 
Englifh  already  (intrenched  at  a  fmall  fort, 
which  they  had  juft  thrown  up  between  this 
river  and  the  river  Aux-Boeufs,  or  Beefs- 
River.  They  were  to  the  number  of 

*  The  governor’s  letter,  and  the  anfw-er  to  the 
fieur  de  St.  Pierre,  were  at  that  time  inl'erted  in  the 
Lcadosi  papers. 
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fifty  men,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Trent ;  f  they  were  fummoned  to  withdraw 
from  the  French  territories.  The  fummons 
was  complied  with,  the  fort  was  quietly  eva¬ 
cuated,  and  they  even  prayed  the  fieur  de 
Contre-Coeur,  to  let  them  have  fomc  provi- 
fions,  which  they  w'anted :  He  caufed  them 
to  be  provided  abundantly,  and  destroyed  the 
fort. 

As  he  continued  his  rout  along  the  river 
from  this  place,  he  met  on  the  banks  wfith 
the  traces  of  a  fort,  the  conftruction  of 
which  was  projected  by  the  Englifh,  but 
was  abandoned  by  them  undoubtedly  upon 
receiving  intimation  of  his  approach.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  place  himfelf,  and  fortified  it. 
The  entrenchments  of  this  fortification,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  fort  du  Quelhe, 
were  not  yet  finifhed,  when  the  fieur  de 
Contre-CcEur  received  advices  of  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  being  on  their  march  towards 
him.  Upon  which  he  charged  the  fieur  de 
Jumonville  with  a  fummons  in  writing,  by 
,  way  of  letter,  addrefled  to  the  firfl  Englifh 
commander  he  fhouid  meet.  This  letter  was 
wrote  the  23d.  of  May  1754,  and  was  nearly 
to  the  fame  purpofe  with  the  fummons,  for¬ 
merly  fent  to  captain  Trent.  It  carried 

*  0 
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aflurances  to  the  Englifh,  that  no  violence 
fhould  be  offered  them;  and  moreover,  the 
Englifh  commander  was  defired  to  deliver  his 
anfwer  to  the  fieur  de  Jumonville,  and  to  ufe 
that  officer  with  due  diffinction  and  regard. 

This  deputy  fet  out  with  an  effort  of  thirty 
tnen,  and  fo  foon  as  the  next  morning,  he 
found  humfflf  furrounded  by  a  troop  compo- 
fed  of  Englilh  and  Savages ;  the  firft  diffharged 
immediately  two  vollies,  by  which  fome  fol- 
diers  were  killed.  The  fieur  de  Jumonville 
made  a  fignal,  giving  to  underftand,  that  he 
was  bearer  of  a  letter  from  his  commander. 
Upon  which,  the  fire  ceafed:  A  circle  was  im¬ 
mediately  made  round  the  officer,  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  fay.  He  ordered  the  fummons  to  be 
read, and  before  the  man  had  done  reading,  he 
wa«  himfelf  murdered  by  the  Englifh.  The 
remaining  part  of  the  French,  who  formed  his 
effort,  were  immediately  made  prifoners  of 
war ;  the  only  one  who  efcaped,  in  giving  an 
account  to  the  fieur  de  Contre-Coeur  of  the 
circumftances  of  this  affair,  affured  him,  that 
the  Savages,  who  were  in  company  with  the 
Englifh,  had  not  fired,  and  that  even  at  the 
very  time  that  M.  de  Jumonville  was  murder* 
ed,  they  had  thrown  themfelves  in  between 

the  French  and  their  enemies. 

This  murder  wrought  on  the  minds  of  the 
Savages  in  a  different  manner  from  what 
major  Wafhington  himfelf,  who  commanded 

the  EnHifh  detachment,  expe&ed.  Even  thofe 
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who  by  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Enghili  were 
moft  animated  againft  the  French,  offered 
upon  this  occaffon  to  take  vengeance  for  this 

cnme. 

The  marquis  du  Quefne  refufed  to  accept 
the  offers  of  a  nation,  always  cruel  in  then- 
vengeance.  He  made  at  firft  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Englifh  would  dilbwn  the  violence,  and 
would  charge  it  to  the  ferocious  difpohtion  of 
fome  traders  ;  but  ffnee  it  was  made  appear, 
that  nothing  was  done  but  by  the  orders  of  the 
governors  of  the  Englilh  colonies.  *  a.E)r 
Wafliington’s  journal  can  be  produced  in  the 
original)  where  it  appears,  that  he  aided  only 
by  virtue  of  the  precife  orders  he  had  received. 
From  this  it  is  plain,  that  to  attack  the  French 
where-ever  they  were  to  be  found  was  a 
-meafure  at  that  very  time  refolved  on. 

The  fieur  de  Contre-Cceur,  having  received 
no  fatisfa&ion  from  the  Englifh,  and  being 
furnifhed  with  the  marquis  du  Quefne’s  In- 
ftrudtions,  applied  himlelf  to  find  out  the 
place  where  the  afiaflins  had  letired  to.  He 
was  imformed,  that  major  Wafhington  was 
with  his  detachment  in  a  fmall  foi  t,  which  the 
Englifh  had  built,  and  was  by  them  called  the 
fort  of  Neceffity,  where  they  waited  the 
arrival  of  a  [frefh  fupply  of  troops,  defigned 
for  the  attack  of  fort  du  Quefne.  He  there¬ 
fore  fent  out  a  detachment,  in  01  der  to  take, 

*  See  original  Papers,  No.  viii. 
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if  pofllble,  the  French  prifoners ;  or  a? 
leaft  to  compel  the  Englifh  to  withdraw  from 
the  French  territories.  The  fieur  de  Villiers, 
brother  to  Jumonville,  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  commiflion,  and  this  was  the 
foie  purport  of  the  inftrudtions  which  were 
given  him.  It  was  even  exprefly  recommend¬ 
ed  to  him,  to  offer  no  violence,  if  the  Englifh 
would  think  proper  to  retire. 

He  fetout  the  28th  of  June,  from  fort  du 
Quefne,  and  after  having  pafled  through  the 
place  where  the  murder  had  been  committed, 
and  where  the  bodies  of  the  French  were  ftill 
to  be  feen,  he  arrived  the  3d.  of  July  with¬ 
in  fight  of  the  fort  of  Neceflity.  The  Englifh, 
who  had  fallied  out,  returned  in  again  after 
they  had  made  their  difcharge.  The  fort  was 
immediately  invefted  and  attacked.  The  fire 
was  very  hot,  but  the  fieur  de  Villiers  caufed 
it  to  ceafe  towards  eight  o’clock  in  the  evenings 
in  order  to  propofe  to  the  Englifh,  that  they 
would  avoid  an  aflault,  which  muffc  have  ex- 
pofed  them,  in  fpite  of  the  French  themfelves, 
to  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  Savages. 

His  propofal  was  accepted,  and  the  capi¬ 
tulation  drawn.  The  French  would  make  no 
prifoners,  becaufe  they  did  not  confider  them¬ 
felves  as  at  War.  They  contented  themfelves 
with  infilling  on  thofe  men  being  returned 
them,  who  had  been  part  of  the  efcort  of  the 
fieur  de  Jumonville.  Major  Wafhington 

engaged  himfelf  to  fend  them  back  to  fort  du 

Quefne, 
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Quefne,  and  gave  hoftages,  as  pledges  of  the 
performance  of  his  promife.  As  to  the  Englifh, 
they  had  leave  to  march  out  with  one  piece  of 
cannon,*  and  all  their  effects.  They  themfelves 
acknowledged,  by  the  firft  article  of  this  capi¬ 
tulation,  that  the  French  had  no  other  deflgn 
than  to  avenge  the  murder  of  a  French  officer, 
who  was  the  bearer  of  a  meffage. 

The  fort,  being  evacuated  in  confequenceof 
this  capitulation,  was  deftroyedby  the  French; 
who  returned,  with  their  two  hoftages,  to  fort 
du  Quefne. 

However,  this  convention,  to  which  feven 
or  eight  hundred  men  owed  their  prefervation, 
remained  unexecuted  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lifti ;  never  did  the  prilbners  return  to  fort  du 
Quefne ;  out  of  twenty  two,  which  was  their 
number,  feven  have  been  fent  to  England, 
where  they  arrived  feverally  after  having  ex¬ 
perienced  the  moft  fhocking  treatment ;  here 
they  implored  the  affiftance  of  the  duke  of 
Mirepoix,  who  fent  them  to  France  at  the 
king's  ex  pence ;  as  to  the  others,  their  fate  is 
ftill  a  miftery ;  ’tis  poffible  alfo,  the  detention 
of  thefe  prifcners  might  have  been  a  confe¬ 
quenceof  Englifh  fineft'e.  The  French,  had 
they  been  returned,  would  not  have  failed 
fending  immediately  back  the  hoftages ;  but 
thefe  perfcns  were  all  the  time  labouring  in 
their  vocation  ;  and  their  ftay  at  fort  du  Quefne 

«.  See  original  Papers,  No.  9. 
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was  productive  of  too  great  advantages  to  the 
Engliih,  for  them  to  think  ferioufiy  of  their 
removal. 

The  hoftages,  whofe  names  were  Jacob 
d’Ambraan,  and  Robert  Stobo,  were  a  couple 
of  very  expert  and  finilhed  fpies,  who  con¬ 
trived  a  method  to  keep  up  a  regular  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  Engliih  generals.  Among 
the  papers,  which  came  into  the  polieffion  of 
the  French,  after  the  battle  of  the  9th  of  July 
1755,  were  the  letters  whichRobertStobo,  one 
of  the  hoftages,  wrote  to  major  Walhington. 
That  of  the  28th  of  July,  to  which  is  annexed 
'an  exaCt  plan  of  fort  du  Quefne,  of  his  own 
drawing,  is  very  well  worth  reading  ;f  a  very 
juft  account  istherein  given  by  this  fpy  of  the 
fituation  in  which  the  French  were  at  that 
time,  their  number,  and  their  ftrength.  He 
points  out  the  very  moment  in  which  the 
Engliih  might  form  an  attack  on  the  fort,  and 
the  moil  certain  method  they  could  take  to 
become  mailers  of  it;  but  what  is  moft  Angu¬ 
larly  obfervable  in  this  letter,  is  the  teftimo- 
ny  which  this  man,  tho’  burfting  with  rage 
againft  the  French,  was  forced  to  give  of  their 
pacific  difpofitions. 

The  Engliih  were  very  far  from  entertain¬ 
ing  fuch  fentiments;  major  Walhington  for¬ 
med  no  more  enterprifes,  but  it  was  becaufe 
he  was  not  fufficiently  ftrong;  however,  from 

#  See  original  Papers,  No.  10. 
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!hat  very  time,  all  the  forces  of  the  Englifh 
colonies  were  in  motion,  in  order  to  execute 
their  plan  of  a  general  invafion  of  Canada. 
This  plan  was  drawn  up,  and  fettled  in  Lon¬ 
don,  at  a  time,  when  the  Englifh  commif- 
faries  of  Paris,  feemed  very  bufy  in  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  concur  with  tliofe  of  the  kino-, 
in  a  plan  of  reconciliation. 

rhe  fadts  which  we  are  going  to  relate, 
deferve  the  mod;  ferious  attention,  we  publifh 
them  with  reludance,  but  our  concern  for 
truth,  makes  fuch  a  ftep  unavoidable  ;  more¬ 
over,  it  is  become  necellary,  that  Europe  now 
threatened  with  a  bloody  war,  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted,  at  laft,  with  the  true  authors  of  st 
rupture,  the  confequence  of  which,  cannot 
be  other  wife  than  fatal. 

So  early  as  the  28th  of  Auguft,  1753,  the 
king  of  England  had  fent  to  the  different  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  orders  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be¬ 
have  themfelves  towards  the  French.  As  thefe 
orders  cannot  be  produced,  there  is  no  judg¬ 
ing  of  their  contents,  but,  by  the  condud  of 
the  Englifh  in  their  confequence. 

All  we  can  can  colled  towards  clearing  up 
this  dark  affair,  from  his  Britannick  majefty’s 
inftrudions,  found  among  the  papers  of  gene- 
ral  Braddock,  is,  that  this  prince  exhorts  the 
governors  to  ad  in  concert,  in  order,  to  car- 
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ly  into  execution,  a  fettled  and  deliberate 
fcheme.  . 

The  3d  of  July,  1754,  new  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  his  Britannick  majefty  3  who,  in  order 
to  their  execution,  caufed  a  remittance  of 
1 0,000 1,  fterling,  to  be  fent  to  the  governor 
of  Virginia,  and  leave  to  draw  upon  England 
for  iOjOOol.  more. 

The  25th  and  26th  of  Odtober,  1754,  and 
the  4th  of  November,  of  the  fame  year,  the 
king  of  England,  fent  new  letters  to  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  containing 
plans  of  military  operations :  this  appears  from 
one  of  general  Braddocks  inftrudtions,  in 
which  he  is  authorifed  to  call  for  thefe  let¬ 
ters,  and  to  a£t  accordingly  *. 

All  thefe  fteps  could  not  be  taken,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  difputes  which  had  happened 
on  the  Ohio,  inafmuch  as  it  was  impoflible 
to  have  had,  at  that  time,  any  knowledge  of 
them  in  London. 

Here  then,  we  fee  a  plan  formed,  and  ope¬ 
rations  directed  by  authority  j  but  of  what  na¬ 
ture  were  thefe  operations  ?  This  is  the  im¬ 
portant  point,  we  are  now  to  proceed  to  exa¬ 
mine  into? 

In  the  month  of  September,  1754,  colonel 
Braddock  was  appointed  by  his  Britannick 
majefty,  generaliffimo  of  all  the  troops  which 

m 
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were  in,  or  to  be  lent  to  North- America. 
Thefe  embarkations,  which  alarmed  France, 
were  then  preparing  in  Ireland.  We  fliall 
fee  by  and  by,  if  thefe  figns  of  diffidence  were 
not  well  founded. 

Commodore  Keppel  was  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  the  fleet,  intended  to  favour  the  opera¬ 
tions  by  land,  and  when  the  vefl'els  were 
ready  for  failing,  the  king  of  England  caufed 
to  be  drawn  up,  an  inftrudtion,  addrefl'ed  to 
general  Braddock,  confiding  of  thirteen  ar¬ 
ticles.  This  he  figned  at  St.  James’s,  the 
25th  of-  November. 

As  this  inftrudtion  refers  to  the  orders  pre- 
vioufly  given  to  the  governors  of  the  Englifh 
colonies,  it  does  not  defcend  to  a  circumftan- 
tial  detail  of  the  operations  with  which  this  ge¬ 
neral  was  intruded  :  however  it  appears  from 
the  tenor  of  it,  that  lie  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  apian,  in  doing  which  he  was  to 
adt  in  concert  not  only  with  Mr.  Keppel,  but 
alfo  with  the  governors  of  the  colonies  and 
moreover,  that  this  plan  contained  a  feries  of 
military  expeditions  of  which  he  was  to  give 
an  account  to  the  minifter,  whofe  province  it 
was  to  fend  him  from  time  to  time  orders 
that  were  of  a  more  ample  nature. 

The  Duke  of  C - * - d,  to  whom  in  all 

likelihood,  his  Britannick  majefty  had  left 
the  care  of  arranging  the  different  parts  of 
the  general  plan,  ordered  inftruftions  of  a 
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more  particular  nature  to  be  addreffed  to  ge¬ 
neral  Braddock :  thefe  inftrudtions  are  con¬ 
tained  in  a  long  letter  written  to  him  in  his 
royal  highnefs’s  name  by  colonel  Nappier, 
and  which  was  dated  the  fame  day,  being 
the.  25th  of  November  1754;  this  letter, 
well  worth  attending  to,  prefents  us  with  a 
regular  difpofition  of  all  the  military  opera¬ 
tions  which  had  been  long  before  concerted 
at  the  court  of  London  ;  our  faying,  long  be- 
jore  will  not  appear  extraordinary  to  who¬ 
ever  will  confider,  that  colonel  Nappier  lets 
out  with  recalling  to  general  Braddock’s  mind, 
who  was  then  in  Ireland,  that  the  inflruc- 
tions  which  he  was  going  to  commit  to  pa¬ 
per,  are  but  the  refult  of  thole  which  his 
royal  highnefs  had  given  to  that  general  in 
his  feveral  conferences  and  converfations  with 
him. 

We  lhall  not  here  defeend  into  particulars 
with  regard  to  the  contents  of  this  inftruc- 
tion  :  it  reflects  more  honour  on  the  genius 
of  the  general,  than  it  does  on  the  intentions 
of  the  prince  in  whofe  name  it  is  wrote.  It 
appears  from  this  authentic  piece,  that  a  re- 
lolution  of  a  general  invalion  of  Canada  was 
mod:  certainly  taken  fo  early  as  the  month  of 
November  1 7 54,  and  very  probably  feveral 
months  before ;  and  that  the  means  of  fecuring 
its  fuccefs  were  determined  on,  andpreferibed 
to  the  feveral  commanders,  whofe  combined 

operation? 
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operations  were  all  to  be  direded  to  the  fame 
end.  It  appears,  that  general  Braddock  was 
to  take  fort  I>u  Quefne,  thence  he  was  to 
move  farther  to  Niagara,  which  he  was  like- 
wife  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of ;  that  Crown 
Point  was  to  be  attacked  and  carried  by  the 
nationals  ;  laftly,  that  colonel  Lawrence  was 
to  polfefs  himfelf  of  the  fort  of  Beau  Sejour 
in  the  Ifthmus,  and  that  all  thefe  operations 
were  to  be  feconded  and  favoured  by  the 
motions  of  the  fleet.  The  conquered  pro¬ 
vinces  were  then  to  be  protected  by  fome 
forts  which  was  refolved,  were  to  be  e reded, 
and  the  troops,  after  a  campaign,  (the  opera¬ 
tions  of  which  were  fo  well  linked  J  were"  to  be 
cantoned  in  places  where  they  could  readily 
join  and  affift  each  other  undoubtedly  in  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  remaining  part  of  the  general 
plan,  and  thole  orders  of  a  more  ample  na¬ 
ture  which  the  General  was  made  to  exped. 
While  the  BritifiiM - y  laboured  at  no¬ 

thing  more  tnan  lmpofing  on  the  court  of 
France,  by  negociating  in  the  ftrongefl  manner, 
their  defire  of  preferving  the  peace.  General 
Braddock  in  concert  with  admiral  Keppel,  colo¬ 
nel  Shirley,  and  the  governors  of  the  Englifh 
colonies  were  exerting  themfelves  in  America  in 
warlike  preparations.  The  account  which  we 
are  going  to  give  of  his  operations  has  been 
taken  trom  the  veiy  letters  of  this  general. 
There  letters  and  the  memorials,  which,  du- 
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ring  that  time,  were  delivered  to  the  French 
ambalfador  at  London,  and  of  which  no  no¬ 
tice  will  be  taken  till  we  have  done  with  what 
was  tranfadted  in  America  from  the  arrival  of 

i 

general  Braddock,  exhibit  a  contrail  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature  » 

This  general  landed  at  Williamfburg,  capi¬ 
tal  of  Virginia,  in  the  month  of  February 
1 755  i  -  AM  governors  of  the  Englilh  pro¬ 
vinces  had  received  their  orders  before.  The 
chief  orders  related  to  the  railing  of  troops  and 
money ;  a  common  fund  was  to  be  afligned 
towards  the  expence  of  a  campaign  of  this  im¬ 
portance  ;  as  for  the  reft,  they  were  directed 
to  execute  the  general’s  orders,  whofe  military 
talents  deferved  to  be  employed  in  a  better 
caufe. 

At  Williamlburgh,  he  met  lir  John  St. 
Clair,  by  whom  he  was  informed  of  the  dif- 
polition  of  the  colonies,  and  the  fituation  of 
the  troops.  The  independent  companies  of 
New-York,  were  in  a  very  forry  condition. 
And,  as  to  the  provinces,  thofe  of  Fenfylvania 
and  Maryland,  were  Hill  very  backward  in 
furnilhing  their  contingents  :  thefe  provinces 
had  received  no  caufe  of  complaint  from  their 
French  neighbours ;  and  they  were  not  in¬ 
clined  to  break  a  harmony  beneficial  to  their 
own  trade.  The  orders  of  the  Britilh  court. 
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and  the  letters,  which  the  general  wrote  on 
his  arrival,  met  with  more  fuccefs  among  the 
other  colonies.  This  gentleman,  with  a  view 
to  accelerate  the  money  fupplies,  promiled 
the  feveral  colonies  to  be  perfonally  accoun¬ 
table  to  them  for  the  employment  of  them. 

M.  Dinwiddie,  governor  ot  Virginia,  had  al¬ 
ready  fucceeded,  in  railing  20,000  1.  derling  ; 
his  example  raifed  the  emulation  of  the  other 
governors.  The  alfemblies  of  the  colonies 
were  ordered  to  meet  the  May  following. 

General  Braddock  appointed  Alexandria 
to  be  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  troops  , 
of  Virginia,  and  Maryland ;  and,  in  dead  of 
cautioning  thofe  he  had  brought  with  him  » 

from  Europe,  agreeable  to  his  firft  defign, 
he  directed  the  tranlports  to  go  up  the  river 
Potomac,  and  to  land  them  at  Alexandria, 
where  they  were  to  encamp  *. 

He  took  care  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
Ihould  be  pods  at  proper  places,  in  order  to 
keep  up  a  fafe  correfpondence'  between  the  -  , 

army,  and  the  towns  of  Philadelphia,  Anna¬ 
polis  in  Maryland,  and  Williamfburgh  :  but, 
as  there  was  no  forage  to  be  had  on  the  other 
iideot  the  mountains,  before  the  end  of  April, 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  was  pod- 
poned  till  then. 

No  time  was  mifpent  in  the  interim.  The 
generals  fird  dep  was  to  lock  up  all  the  har-  ' 

*  See  original  Papers.  No.  13, 
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bours,  *  So  as,Tays  he, £  no  provifions  could  pof- 
£  fibly  come  to  the  enemy  f,’  to  this  advantage 
was  fuperadded,  that  of  fecrecy,  which  was 
obferved  the  whole  time  of  recruiting,  while 
the  artillery  was  providing,  and  magazines 
prepared,  {locked  with  all  kinds  of  necefiary 
{lores.  General  Braddock,  and  Commodore 
Keppel  communicated  conftantly  to  each  o- 
ther,  their  views  and  their  projects.  Some 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  the  land  army  had 
not  a  fufficient  number,  were  fupplied  by  the 
latter  ;  and,  tbefe  two  fo  necelfiry  men,  never 
difagreed,  but  in  one  Angle  article,  viz.  The 
manner  in  which  the  French,  who  they  were 
almoA  fure,  would  fall  into  their  hands,  were 
to  be  ufed.  The  orders  of  the  king  of  Eng¬ 
land,  had  been  to  embark  them  all,  and  trans¬ 
port  them  to  France.  M.  Keppel,  who  was 
informed  of  this  refolutiori,  only  by  general 
Braddock,  was  of  opinion,  the  enterprize  was. 
of  too  delicate  a  nature  for  him  to  be  concerned 
in.  This  excepted,  the  directions  of  the  court 
were  extremely  well  complied  with;  but,  the 
real  intent  of  the  nation  was  doubtful.  Com- 
modore  Keppel  would  gladly  have  it  in  his 
power  to  juilify  himfelf  to  the  nation,  in  cafe, 
it  fiiould  difapprove  of  Heps  fo  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nations.  He  infilled,  therefore, 
on  receiving  pofitive  orders  from  the  ge- 
neral . 
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As  the  troops  defigned  for  the  invafion  o  f 
Canada  could  not  be  encrealed  to  too  great  a 
number  :  on  the  one  hand,  letters  were  lent  to 
the  governors,  with  orders  to  receive  ah  the 
French  deferters,  to  enlift  them,  and  have  them 
fupplied  with  eveiy  thing  they  Ihould  delire : 
on  the  other,  it  was  induftriouily  reported 
among;  the  Ohio  favanes,  that  the  Engliffi  had 
no  otli&r  view,  but  to  protect  them  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  French ;  and  the  pro¬ 
vincial  governors  were  not  wanting  in  their 
exhortations,  that  they  would  meet  at  Wills’s- 
Creek,  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia*  But  it  may 
be  laid,  that  in  general,  the  Englifh  have  re¬ 
ceived  litde  affiftance  from  thefe  people*  They 
were  not  better  affifted  by  the  Iroqugis*  It 
appears  by  general  Braddock’s  letters,  that  of 
all  the  Five  Nations,  ( a )  the  Anies  were  the 
only,  who  gave  them  any  inftances  of  attach¬ 
ment. 

To  proceed :  in  order  to  prevail  on  the 
favages  to  take  arms  againft  the  French,  and 
ravage  their  colonies,  was  one  of  the  fub- 
jedts,  deliberated  in  the  grand  council  held  at 
Alexandria,  towards  the  middle  of  April. 
Colonel  Shirley,  then  governor  of  New-E nor¬ 
land,  arrived  in  that  city  the  nth,  in  company 
with  the  other  governors,  and  colonel  johnfon, 
who  of  all  the  Englifh  officers,  was  heft  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  genius  of  the  ia  vanes,  and 

(a)  See  original  Papers,  No*  13* 
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the  belt  manner  of  negociating  with  them  - 
Mr.  Shirley,  if  we  are  to  give  credit,  to  colonel 
Nappier’s  inftrudtions,  was  fitter  for  the  cabi¬ 
net  'than  a  command.  However,  he  had 
then  erected  a  fort,  with  an  armed  force, 
on  the  territories  of  France,  near  the  fource 
of  the  river  Nourentfouac,  which  is  about 
thirty  leagues  from  Quebeck.  This  expedition 
undoubtedly  was  what  recommended  him  to 
the  friendfhip  of  the  general,  who  ever  after 
gave  him  diftinguifhing  proofs  of  his  regard, 
fo  as  may  be  immediately  feen,  by  his  entrult- 
ing  him,  with  one  of  the  mod:  important 
commands.  He  had  already  an  interview 
with  him  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  where 
they  had,  in  all  likelihood  fettled  together, 
fome  of ,  the  points,  which  were  afterwards 
propofed  to  die  conlideration  of  the  general 
council  at  Alexandria.  The  minutes  of  the  re¬ 
solutions  taken  in  this  council,  were  fent  to  fir 
Thomas  Robinfon,  fecretary  of  Rate,  in  a 
letter  which  the  general  wrote  him,  the  1 9th 
of  April.  We  are  told  in  this  letter,  that  the 
plan  of  that  campaign’s  operations  was  here 
finally  fettled.  They  feemed  linked  together 
in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Braddock 
feared  not  to  fay,  the  fuccefs  of  one  of  them 
enfured  that  of  all  the  reft.  (b)  He  might  have 
fpoke  tiuth :  in  as  much  as  the  ill  fuccefs  of  one, 
occaftoned  the  failure  of  all  the  others.  For 

(b)  Letter  of  April  19,  1754,  original  Papers,  No.  13. 
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the  reft,  we  will  here  prefent  the  reader  with 
the  different  parts  of  the  projeft,  fuch  as  they 
were  fettled  and  agreed  to,  in  the  aflembiy; 

2.  It  was  refolved,  that  agreeable  to  a  plan 
concerted  between  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence,  governor  of  Acadia,  before  tranfmitted 
to  the  court  of  London,  colonel  Monitor* 
fhould  be  directed  to  attack  without  lofs  of 
time,  the  French  forts  towards  Acadia.  The 
necefiary  orders  for  this  expedition  were  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched  him. 

2.  It  was  agreed' that  Mr.  Johnfqn,  with  a 
body  oi  troops  of  about  four  thou  land  and  four 
hundred  men,  railed  in  the  northern  provinces, 
fhould  furprife  fort  F  rederick,  and  make  him- 
felt  m after  thereof. 

3*  That  Mr.  Shirley  with  his  own,  and  Pep¬ 
pered  regiments,  fhould  take  upon  himfolf  the 
attack  of  the  fort  of  Niagara  5  that  he  liquid 
have  a  fufficient  number  of  Battoes  to  tranf- 
]jOh  his  troops  and  artillery  by  lake  Ontario, 
and  that  a  fufficient  reinforcement  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  garrifon  of*  Ofwego  :  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  affift  him  if  neceffary,  and  to  facilF 
tate  his  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  defeat, 

4*  Bcfides  the  attack  on  fort  Frederick,  co¬ 
lonel  Johnfton  was  entrufted  with  an  important 
negociation  with  die  Iroquois :  whom  to  de¬ 
termine  to  a  war  was  ahfolutely  refolved  on. 
General  Braddock  was  not  ignorant  how  for¬ 
midable  thofe  barbarians  prove  to  the  nation 
which  they  confider  as  in  enmity.  He  rave  Mr 
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Johnfon  fpceches  ready  prepared,  A)  and  2000 
livres  which  were  to  be  employed  in  pre- 


c.  There  now  remained  but  the  expedition 
which  the  General  referved  for  himfelf :  it 
has  been  but  too  well  known  by  its  ill  fuccefs. 
It  was  refolved  that  he  fhould  fet  out  for  Fre¬ 
derick’s  town  the  20th  of  April,  from  whence 
he  was  to  proceed  to  the  mountains :  where  it 
was  fuppofed  he  fhould  arrive  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May  ;  fo  as  to  be  able  to  complete,  in 
the  month  of  June,  the  execution  of  his  in¬ 
tended  plan  on  the  Ohio- 
Such  was  neither  more  nor  lefs,the  plan  which 
was  by  it  intended,  than  to  open  all  die  avenues 
of  Canada  to  the  Engliih,  and  to  make  them 
makers  of  the  river  St.  Laurence :  each  com¬ 


mander  knew  both  his  particular  deftination,and 
the  rela  tion  which  his  commiffion  had  with  aM 


thofe,  which  were  to  be  executed  at  the  fame 
time.  The  onlybufinefs  now  was  by  accelerating 
the  invafion.  And  to  take  the  French  unawares. 
General  Braddock,  who  had  fpent  the  laft 
days  of  April,  and  the  hr  ft  of  May  at  Fre¬ 
derick’s  Town,  arrived  at  Fort  Cumberland 
the  i  oth  of  May ;  to  which  place  the  whole 
army  came  up  the  17th,  after  a  very  laborious 
march  of  twenty-feven  days.  This  army  a- 
mounted  only  to  2000  effective  men.  And,  in¬ 
deed,  its  bufmefs  only,  waft  the  taking  of 


(c)  See  No.  13. 
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Fort  du  Quefne :  after  which  it  was  to  reinforce 
the  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Mr.  Shirley, 
before  Niagara. 

Mr.  Braddock  feems  not  to  have  been 
wanting  at  this  time  in  ferious  refle&ions  on 
the  difficulties  of  his  undertaking j  his  uncafi- 
nefs  appears- in  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
fon  on  the  5  th  of  June,  where  he  complains 
of  the  want  of  zeajjn  the  colonies  to  lecond 
him,  of  the  dangers  he  was  expofed  to,  and 
the  expence  he  was  obliged  to  be  at  in  trans¬ 
porting  artillery  and  ammunition  into  coun¬ 
tries  hitherto  uninhabited,  and  unknown 
to  the  inhabitants  themfelves;  (d)  he  was 
ffill  at  fort  Cumberland  when  he  wrote  this 
letter.  He  let  out  from  thence  towards  the  end 
of  June,  and  the  unfortunate  event  of  the 
battle  fought  the  9th  of  July,  which  put  an 
end  to  his  life,  and  his  projects,  is  already 
well  known. 

Colonel  Johnfon,  fet  out  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  breaking  up  of  the  afiembly  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  in  order  to  execute  on  his  part, 
the  commiffion  which  he  was  entrufted  with. 
He  fpcnt  the  heft  part  of  the  month  of  May 
among  the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  in  continual 
endeavours  to  animate  them  to  a  war.  Nothin" 
was  omitted  that  could  make  the  French  appear 
odious :  but  neither  calumnies  nor  prefents 
were  attended  with  that  fuccefs  which  the  Em* 
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Jiih  flattered  themfelves  with.  It  Was  it- 

th^F  £d  T  Ta  t0  Tke  the  Anies  believe  that 

and  wh  K  ^  P°tffed  themfe3ves  of  feveral 
and,  which  ^  the  property  not  of  England 

a:*  dared  11?ot  venture  fo  far)  but  the  In¬ 
dians  in  their  alliance.  Thefe  people  who  have 

more  penetration  than  they  are  generally  fup- 

Wh -°  Were  n0t  the  duP“  of  this 

Pccch  -  however,  in  return,  they  paid  a  meat 

ma~Uments ;  b  refufed  l  'come  ^any 

reioluton,  on  pretence  that  this  point  mud  be 
previoufly  canvaffed  in  a  general  aifembly  oi 

“TV  ,°?  the°ther  hand’  the  fpeeches 
of  Colonel  Johnfon  and  the  Indian  chiefs  are 

luracient  evidence,  that  thefe  people  do  not 
acknowledge  the  Englifh  to  have  any  right  to 
didate  laws  to  them.  Both  nations  treat  each 
othei  as  equals.  The  Iroquois,  who  betrayed 
little  or  no  difpofition  at  that  time  to  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  England,  are  become  irrecon¬ 
cilable  enemies,  fince  thofe  imprudent  procla¬ 
mations,  by  which  the  Englifh  commanders 
appointed  rewards  for  tlieir  fcalos. 

During  this  important  negotiation,  Colo- 
J°hnfon  had  his  thoughts  bent'  on  the 
niture  attack  of  Crown-point.  The  cth  of 
Aaay  he  wrote  to  the  governors,  from  whom 
he  was  to  receive  fupplies  of  men  and  artillery. 

X  fhave,a  Proo{  in  this  letter,  on  the  one 
an£lj  a  reioiution  having  been  taken  to  bom- 

(e)  Sec  original  Papers,  No.  i  j.  V 
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bard  the  fort ;  on  the  other,  that  the  Englifh 
flattered  themfelves  they  might  make  their 
appearance  before  the  place  e  re  the  French 
could  have  any  fuipicion  of  their  projedt.  We 
mull,  fays  he,  be  very  quick  in  our  prepara¬ 
tions,  in  order  that  our  march  be  not  retarded, 
by  which  the  enemy  might  be  confirmed  in 
their  fufpicion  of  an  attack:  if  unfortunately 
they  fhould  be  apprifed  of  it. 

Every  thing  being  ready;  on  the  fide  of 
Acadia,  for  the  execution  of  the  attack,  on  the 
forts  of  the  Ifthmus,  Colonel  Monckton  began, 
with  bluing  the  3d  of  May,  in  the  name  of 
governor  Lawrence,  a  proclamation  diredting 
all  and  every  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
territories  beyond  the  Ifthmus,  to  repair  to  the 
Englifh  camp,  where  they  were  to  bring  all  their 
arms,  (f)  This  was  certainly  that  fame  coun¬ 
try  with  refpedt  to  which  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  had,  ( even  fince  the  eredted  forts,  Eng- 
lijh  as  well  as  French ,)  engaged  his  formal 
promife,  fhat  no  innovation  fhould  take  place 
till  the  commifiaries  did  come  to  a  determina¬ 
tion.  Colonel  Monckton  the  idthand  17th 
of  June  following  bombarded  and  took  the 
ports  of  Beaufejour  and  Gafpereau. 

We  are  now  come  down  to  that  period 
wherein  the  rupture  broke  out  between  both 
courts.  It  would  have  happened  much  fooner, 
had  the  court  of  France  had  .earlier  informa- 

[f)  See  original  Papers,  No.  16. 
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dons  of  Ills  Britannick  Majefty’s  refolutions : 
but  at  the  very  time  that  this  plan  .of  invafion, 
concerted  before  the  year  1754,  was  carrying 
into  execution  in  America,  the  Britifh  miniftry 
were  hufy  in  their  endeavours  to  amufe  France, 
by  the  means  of  negociations.  War  was  carry- 
ing  on  beyond  the  leas  :  while  people  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  were  folely  taken  up  with  a  fyftem  of 
pacification,  and  proper  methods  to  prevent  a 
rupture,  on  which  England  was  already  deter¬ 
mined. 

The  foie  view  of  England  in  this  negocia- 
tion,  of  which  Europe  had  notice,  was  to 
gain  the  time  neceflary  to  carry  into  execution 
at  once,  all  the  parts  of  their  pro] eft.  And 
indeed  it  will  foon  appear,  that  the  more  France 
became  traftable,  the  greater  number  of  new 
difficulties  was  railed  by  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  minifters,  in  order  to  elude  a  concilia¬ 
tion.  ’Till  from  the  letters  of  General  Braddock, 
the  court  of  London  having  no  further  doubt 
about  the  fuccefs,  his  Britannick  Maiefty  gave 
exprefs  orders  for  the  carrying  on  openly  a 
war  at  fea,  and  attacking,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  all  the  King’s  fhips. 

That  thefe  were  the  views  of  the  Britifh 
court,  will  appear  by  a  particular  account  of 
the  negociations  in  which  the  French  mini- 
ftry  were  very  ferioufly  employed  :  and,  in 
which  that  of  Great-Britain  appeared  to  be 
fo,  during  the  fir  ft  fix  months  of  1755. 

In  the  month  of  January  of  this  year,  his 
Maiefty  being  defirous  to  prevent  the  confe- 
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quences  of  the  differences  arifen  between  the 
French  and  the  Englifh  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  the  caufe  of  which  as  lias  been  above 
been,  could  have  been  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  latter  only,  had  given  in  to  the  court  of 
London  by  the  hands  of  the  Duke  de Mirepoix 
a  memorialcoinciding  with  thefe  intentions. 

In  this  memorial  a>  which  is  of  the  15th 
of  January,  it  was  propofed  by  the  King  to  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  that,  previous  to  any  exa¬ 
mination  into  the  grounds  and  circumftances  of 
this  quarrel,  pofitive  orders  fhould  be  fent  to 
the  refpeftive  governors,  inhibiting  hencefor¬ 
ward  any  new  encroachment  or  hoftile  a  & ; 
and  that  they  fhould  be  even  directed  to  re- 
eftablifh,  without  delay,  matters  on  the  terri¬ 
tories  fituated  towards  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
on  the  fame  footing  that  they  w^ere,  or  oueht 
to  have  been,  on  or  before  the  late  war. 

The  King  defijed  at  the  fame  time,  that 
their  refpedtivepretentions  to  this  territory  fhould 
be  referred  amicably  to  the  commiflaries ;  and 
that  in  order  to  remove  all  apprehenfions,  his 
Britannick  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  explain 
himfelf  openly,  with  refped  to  the  deftination 
and  motives  of  the  armament  which  had  been 
made  in  Ireland. 

Had  this  propofal  been  accepted,  the  fort 
Du  Quefne,  which  the  General  was  ordered 
to  attack,  would  have  been  deftroyed  by  the 

a  See  original  Papers  No.  1. 
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French  themfelves,  and  the  commilTaries  of 
both  nations,  would  have  canvaffed  in  an  ami¬ 
cable  manner,  the  titles  and  poffeffions  of  both 
crowns. 

An  anfwer  to  this  memorial  was  delivered  to 
the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  2  2d  of  January 
J755  ,J-  This  anfwer  is  compofed  of  two 
parts ;  and  though  the  firft  appears  fomewhat 
captious,  yet  the  fecond  was  free  from  any 
fort  of  double  meaning ;  and  ought  to  have 
been  fufficient  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of 
the  court  of  France  with  regard  to  the  arma¬ 
ment  in  Ireland. 

1 .  His  Britannick  Majefty  defires,  that  the 
poffeffion  of  the  territory  towards  the  river  Ohio, 
may  be  re-eftablifhed  on  the  fame  footing  it  was 
on,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht  ; 
and  agreeable  to  the  ftipulations  of  that  treaty. 
He  infills  likewife  on  the  fame  regulation  with 
regard  to  all  the  other  poffeffions  of  North 
America ;  and  confents,  after  a  compliance 
with  thefe  preliminary  conditions,  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  concerning  the  propereft 
methods  of  inllruding  die  refpedive  governors; 
and  forbidding  them  all  new  ads  of  violence ; 
and  that  the  pretentions  on  each  fide  may  be 
fubmitted  to  be  expeditioufly  and  finally  dif- 
cuffed,  and  amicably  adj uffed,  by  the  ofiniffers 
of  the  refpedive  courts. 

b  See  original  Papers,  No.  2* 
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2  His  Britannick  Majefty  declares,  that 
the  defence  of  his  rights  and  pofleiTions,  and 
the  protedion  of  his  fubjeds  have  been  the 
only  motive  of  the  armament  that  had  been 
fent  to  North  America  ;  which  was  done  with¬ 
out  any  intent  to  give  offence  to  any  power 
whatfbever,  or  commit  any  ad  that  might 
interrupt  the  general  peace. 

It  was  hard  to  conceive  how  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  could  be  made  a  handle  of,  to  fettle 
the  rights  of  either  nation,  on  the  Ohio  ;  or  how 
k  was  poffible  to  require,  as  a  previous  ftep  to 
every  negociation,  that  the  other  territories  in 
difpute  fhould  be  re-eftablifhed  in  the  fame  hate 
they  were  in,  at  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty 
and  agreeably  to  the  ftipulations  therein  con¬ 
tained. 

At  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  France 
had  the  poffeffion  :  whereas  it  was  France 
made  conceflions.  As  to  the  extenfivenefs 
of  this  ceffion,  and  the  fenfe  in  which  the 
ftipulations  of  the  treaty  were  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  was  the  very  point  agreed  on  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  commiftaries. 
And  the  King  of  England  had  engaged  his 
word,  that  there  ftiould  be  no  innovation,  till 
they  came  to  a  decifion. 

It  was  therefore  that  the  court  of  France 
ftill  infifted  on  its  fir  ft  demand  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  gave  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jefty  aftu ranees  of  the  confidence,  which  it 
repofed  in  the  fincerity  of  his  declaration,  it 
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was  made  appear,  in  a  reply  delivered  to  the 
court  of  London,  the  6th  of  February,  that 
the  medium  propofed  by  his  Maiefty  was  the 
only  expedient  that  could  prevent  fome  difa- 
greeable  troubles.  This  method  was  proved 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  engagements  contracted 
by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle ;  to  the  mea- 
fures  taken  flnce  that  sera,  and  the  terms  de¬ 
manded  by  England  itfelf,  in  1750  and  1751. 
And  indeed  whereas  the  objedt  of  the  com¬ 
mit  ion  agreed  to  by  the  court  of  London,  was 
to  determine  the  fenfe  of  the  articles  XII.  and 
XIII.  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  execution 
of  thefe  articles,  could  not  be  confidered  as  the 
bafis  of  the  negociation.  That  were  making  a 
principle  of  conduCt,  and  a  certain  rule  of  the 
very  queftion,  that  was  fubmitted  to  the  decifion 
of  commiffaries. 

It  was  therefore  propofed  by  his  Majefty  : 
1  ft,  That  orders  fhould  be  fent  by  both  kings 
to  the  refpedtive  governors,  to  forbear  all  a<fts 
of  violence  and  every  new  enterprize, 

2.  That  matters  fhould  be  reftored  to  the 
fame  ftate  in  which  they  were,  or  ought  to 
have  been  in,  before  the  late  war,  all  over 
North  America ;  agreeable  to  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

That,  agreeable  to  the  eighteenth  article 
cf  the  fame  treaty,  his  Lritannick  majefty 
fhould  apprize  the  commiffaries,  fitting  at 
Paris,  of  his  pretenfions  •,  and  the  foundations 
on  v/hich  they  were  built, 
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Then,  in  anfwer  to  the  queflion  afked  by 
the  court  of  London  in  its  laft  memorial, 
concerning  the  intent  of  the  armaments 
making  by  his  majefty,  it  was  not  difiemLaed, 
that  thofe  which  the  Britifh  court  had  itfelf 
given  publick  notice  of  to  all  Europe,  and 
which  it  had  executed  in  part,  had  rencieied 
the  precautions  taken  by  France  neceffary. 

In  fometime  after,  trance  condefcended  to 
yield  further  to  difficulties  formed  by  the  court 
of  London.  She  confented  to  adhere  provi- 
fionally  to  matters  as  they  flood  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  the  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  prefented  to  his  Britannick  ma- 
]efty’s  minifters  the  project  of  a  preliminary 
convention  j  and  there  was  no  doubt  made 
of  the  conditions  proving  acceptable  c.  The 
Emulations  were,  that  both  fovereigns  fhould 
agree,  to  fend  orders  for  the  fufpenfion  of  all 
ads  of  violence  on  both  fides :  that  the  French 
and  Englifh  fhould,  provifionally,  evacuate  all 
the  country  fituate  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
Apalachian  mountains ;  and  that  they  fhould 
retire,  thofe  to  this  fide  the  mountains,  thefe 
to  the  other  fide  the  river.  That  all  this  country 
fhould,  during  the  time  of  this  convention, 
be  confidered  as  a  neutral  country,  the  fre¬ 
quenting  which  fhould  not  be  allowable  to 
either  nation  ;  that  things  fhould  be  re-effa- 
blifhed  on  the  fame  footing  they  have  been, 
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ar  ought  to  have  been  on,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht ;  and  that  all  the  forts,  on  both  fides, 
built,  fince  that  epoch,  on  the  territories  in 
difpute  fhould  be  demolifhed. 

Laftly,  It  was  agreed  by  their  majeffies, 
that  they  fhould  cauie  all  the  points  in  difpute 
to  be  canvafied,  and  amicably  fettled,  by  the 
commmaries  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  with¬ 
in  the  ipace  of  two  years. 

This  was  acquiefcing,  as  we  plainly  fee,  in 
the  propofal  made  by  the  court  of  London, 
in  its  memorial  of  the  2zd  of  January,  1 755. 
The  court  of  France  negociated  with  fo  much 
Hie  more  confidence,  as  the  king  of  England’s 
minifcers  had,  very  recently,  given  afiurances 
to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  that  the  armaments 
in  Ireland,  and  the  fleet  which  had  failed 
from  thence,  were  chiefly  intended  to  main¬ 
tain  fubordination  and  good  order  among  the 
Englifh  colonies. 

Thofe  fame  minifters  who  dreaded  nothing 
fo  much  as  an  accommodation ;  and  who  were 
well  informed  that  at  that  time,  Mr  Braddock, 
and  all  the  Engliih  commanders  were  on  their 
march,  were  to  the  iaft  degree  furprized  at  fee¬ 
ing  France,  thus  fubmitting,  in  feme  fort,  to 
their  demands.  They  therefore  refolved  to  al¬ 
ter  the  plan,  they  had  themfeives  propofed ■, 
and  the  7  th  of  March  there  was  delivered,  by 
their  direction,  to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  an¬ 
other  projedt  ol  convention,  which  they  never 
would  have  thought  of  3  but  that  they  were 
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very  fenfible  it  was  impofliOle  to  s^rec  to 

it  d.  . 

]t  was  to  be  ftipulated  in  this  convention,  that 

the  two  powers  fliould  agree  to  difpatch  orders 
for  the  ceffation  of  all  afts  of  violence  ;  but 
this  was  not  to  take  place  till  fuch  time,  as 
the  French  had  fubmitted  to  the  following 
conditions,  i.  That  not  only  the  fusts  fitu- 
ated  between  the  Apadachian  mountains  and 
the  Ohio  ;  but  alfo,  all  the  fettlements  lituated 
between  the  Ohio  and  the  river  Ouabache, 
or  of  St.  Jerom,  fliould  be  demolifhed  and  de- 
ftroyed.  2.  That  the  forts  on  the  Niagara, 
and  fort  Frederick  on  lake  Champlain,  fliould 
be  alfo  rafed;  and  that  the  lakes  Ontaiio, 
Erie  and  Champlain  fliould  belong  to  nobody ; 
but  fliould  be  open  to  the  fubje&s  of  both 
crowns  equally, who  might  carry  on  their  trade 
thereon,  without  being  molefted.  3.  That  a 
definitive  ceffion  fliould  be  made  to  England, 
not  only  of  the  part  in  difpute,,  of  the  Penin- 
fula,  fituated  to  the  north  of  Acadia,  but  like- 
wife,  of  the  fpace  of  twenty  leagues  from 
fouth  to  north,  in  all  that  extent  of  country  that 
runs  from  the  Pentagoet  river  to  the  Gulph 
of  St.  Laurence.  4.  And  Laftly,  That  all  the 
fouthern  bank  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  fliould 
be  declared  to  be  the  property  of  neither,  and 
fliould  remain  uninhabited. 
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On  thefe  terms,  his  Britannick  majeft'y  was 
gracioufly  plealed,  to  entruft  the  commiiTaries 
of  both  nations,  with  the  decilion  of  the  fur- 
plus  of  his  pretentions. 

"I  hus  did  the  court  of  London  render  the 
preliminary  negociation  as  long,  and  fubjedt  to 
as  many  difficulties  as  the  principal  negocia¬ 
tion.  It  was  all  it  wiffied  for :  the  court  of 
France  perceived  that  the  tendency  of  propo- 
fals  fo  widely  different  from  the  firft,  was  to 
retard  the  conclufion  of  a  preliminary  conven¬ 
tion  ;  it  therefore  infilled  on  the  neceffity  of 
beginning,  previous  to  any  thing  elle,  writh 
iffuing  orders  relpedttively,  to  prevent  any  fu¬ 
ture  enterprife,  or  act  of  violence.  It  even  pro- 
pofed  that  both  courts  fhould  communicate  to 
each  other  mutually  the  orders  which  they  fent 
e ;  but  to  this,  fo  equitable  propofal,  an  an- 
fwer,  abfolutely  negative,  was  delivered  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  5  th  of  April  1755  f. 

Nothing  now  was  to  be  done  but  to  impugn 
the  project  of  convention  on  which  the  court 
of  London  infilled.  It  was  no  hard  talk  to 
prove  that  the  preliminary  convention  required 
byEngland,  begun  by  giving  abfolutely  againff 
France  the  queltion  in  debate;  with  regard  to 
which  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  engaged  his 
formal  promife,that  he  would  abide  by  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  commiiTaries.  By  this  projedt 
'  the  French  muff  have  parted  irretrievably  with 
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the  trade  of  Canada  by  the  river  St.  John, 
deprived  the  King  of  the  property  of  the  three 
lakes,  which  were  always  confidered  as 
a  part  of  New  France  :  and  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  which  is  the  center  of  Canada, 
became  the  limits  of  that  colony.  '1  hefe 
points  were  all  difeuffed  in  a  letter  of  the  i3th 
of  April  1755  *,  by  which  the  French  mi- 
nider  informed  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  of  his 
majedy’s  intentions,  and  his  anfwer  to  the 
projed  propofed  by  England.  This  anfwer 
was  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  refufal  to  clofe 
with  the  fame. 

The  24th  of  April  1757,  the  miniders  of 
London  delivered  to  the  French  ambad'ador  a 
fort  of  a  reply  to  this  letter  ;  they  had  received 
then  no  account  of  the  lad:  diipofitions  made 
in  America ;  and  in  England,  they  had  no 
certainty  that  all  thefe  operations  which  were 
carefully  concealed,  could  be  carried  at  the 
fame  time  into  execution.  It  became  there¬ 
fore  necelfary  to  fpin  out  dill  the  negotiation 
to  a  fufficient  length.  Wherefore  we  fee 
f  that  in  this  reply  the  court  of  England  com¬ 
plains  of  the  narrow  bounds  which  the  French, 
miniders  preforibe  to  their  refledions  :  it  is 
even  added,  that  this  court  is  ready  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  all  the 
conteded  points,  and  that  in  the  courle  of 
foch  examination  it  may  poffibly  be  found  out 


*  See  original  Papers,  No.  8.  f  No.  9.  ■ 

H 


1  ii 


h<2 


in 


■ .  ' 


r  •  : 


(  5°  ) 

in  what  the  nioft  eflential  differences  confift. 
His  majefty  was  therefore  ftill  fatisfied  to 
enter  into  an  examination  and  to  canvafs 
the  points  which  obftructed  the  conclufion  of 
the  preliminary  treaty  *.  Afturances  of  this 
difpoiition  were  given  by  the  Duke  de  Mire¬ 
poix  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  the  6th  of  May 
1 755  ;  and  in  a  memorial  which  was  deli¬ 
vered  to  this  ambaffador  the  9th  of  the  faid 
month,  the  court  of  London  affedted  to  ex- 
prefs  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  thereat  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words  f. 

‘ c  ’Tis  with  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  obferves,  by  the  anfwer 
which  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix 
has  delivered  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  the 
6th  of  this  month,  that  not  only  the  court  of 
France  perfifts  in  its  refolution  for  the  preier- 
vation  of  peace,  but  alfo  that  its  dilpofitions 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  which  England  was 
always,  and  is  ftill  in,  towards  entering 
without  any  delay,  into  the  examination  and 
amicable  dilcufiion  of  all  the  points  in  conteft. 
The  procedure  of  the  court  of  London  in  all 
this  negociation  has  been  fo  candid  and  fo 
full  of  confidence,”  &c. 

’Tis  needlefs  to  take  notice  of  the  date  of 
this  memorial,  eve:y  one  may  compare  it 
with  thofe  of  General  Braddock’s  letters,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made  above,  and 
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endeavour  to  reconcile  this  candour  and  con¬ 
fidence,  with  the  hoftilities  committed  then 
in  America,  while  the  Britifh  minifters  were 
giving  fuch  conftant,  formal,  and  repeated 
aiiurances  to  his  majefty’s  ambafl'ador,  I  he 
refolution  of  a  rupture  began  to  become 
publick  all  over  London,  with  this  addi¬ 
tional  circumftance,  that  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
who  had  been  juft  gone,  had  orders  to  at¬ 
tack  the  French  vefiels  wherever  he  found 
them.  The  pretended  encroachments  of 
France  were  no  longer  mentioned  as  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  the  war ;  it  was  the  neceffity  of  laying 
hold  on  this  opportunity  to  deftroy  her  com¬ 
merce,  and  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  re- 
eftablifh  her  marine. 

Thefe  reports  were  fb  conftant  and  fo  uni- 
verfa),  that  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  thought 
fit  to  acquaint  his  court  with  them.  This 
he  did,  notwithftanding  the  molt  formal  af- 
furances,  which  tire  Britifh  minifters  gave  him 
repeatedly,  of  their  pacific  intentions.  They 
conftantly  repeated  to  him,  that  he  ought  not 
to  give  credit  to  public  reports  or  writings. 
Thefe  fame  minifters  were  not  content  with 
this ;  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  having  fo  early 
as  the  latter  end  of  April,  exprefltd  fome  un- 
eafinefs  at  the  deftination  of  Admiral  Bol- 
cawen’s  fleet,  and  the  orders  which  wrerc 
given  him ;  they  aflured  him  ppfitively  that 
the  Englifh  would  not  begin  firft. 
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i  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  France  rely- 
ii!g  on  lo  many  appearances  of  good  faith, 
fhould  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  her  to 
go  on  with  the  negociation.  The  Englifh 
mini  hers  never  ventured  on  one  proportion, 
without  giving  plainly  to  underftand  that  they 
had  dill  lomething  in  referve.  The  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  gave  in  therefore,  the  12th  of 
May,  a  memorial  much  more  extenlive  than 
the  former  ones  *,  and  in  which  were  diicuffed 
the  lights  and  interedsof  both  nations,  relative 
to  the  articles  of  tne  preliminary  convention, 
witii  regard  to  which  they  had  not  hitherto 
been  able  to  come  to  an  agreement. 

Inc  Englifh  miniftry  having  made  him 
wait  the  remaining  part  of  the  month  of  May 
and  the  fi rl 1  days  of  June,  they  returned  an 
anfwer  the  yth,  and  whoever  obferves  that 
it  was  on  the  8th  of  this  month  Admiral 
Bofcawen  gave  the  fignal  of  an  open  rupture, 
will  be  convinced,  that  this  delay  was  part  of 
the  court  of  London’s  plan  of  meafures.  In  this 
anfwer,  which  was  poftponed  with  fo  much 
fkill,  the  miniftry  of  London  renew  the  very 
grounds  of  all  their  pretentions  on  America;  we 
are  reminded  of  the  right  derived  to  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  from  their  empire  over  the  Iroquois,  the 
pretended  fale  made  by  thefe  to  the  Englifh  ; 
ip  fhort,  it  contains  all  thofe  queftions  on  the 
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fubiect  of  Acadia,  the  decifion  of  which  had 
been  referred  to  the  commiflaries  of  both  na¬ 
tions  The  objeft  of  a  preliminary  conven¬ 
tion  was  now  laid  afide,  though  propofed  as 
the  only  method  to  prevent  hoftilities,  and  to 
enable  the  two  crowns  to  negociate  in  an  ami¬ 
cable  manner.  This  brought  the  very  grounds 
of  the  quarrel  on  the  carpet,  but  it  little  then 
concerned  England,  which  aimed  on  y  at 
raining  time,  which  was  now  drawing  near 
that  period,  in  which  her  enterprifes  mu  t  e 
come  public. 

The  1 5  th  of  July  news  was  received  at 
London  of  the  taking  of  two  French  veffels, 
the  Alcide  and  the  Lys,  attacked  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  "by  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
whole  words  were  all  words  of  peace  till  fuch 
time  as  his  artillery  was  in  a  lituation  to  fire 
into  the  very  Ihips,  point  blank,  or  till  he 
had  come  within  half  a  cannon  (hot.  ii  any 
thing  could  exceed  the  furprife  of  his  raa- 
jefty’s  ambaffador  in  London  at  this  piece  of 
news,  it  muft  have  been  occafioned  by  the 
infinuation  of  one  of  the  Englifh  minifters  in 
afcribing  fuch  evident  hoftilities  to  a  miftake : 
nay,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  would  fain  per- 
fuade  him  that  this  event  ought  not  to  break 
the  thread  of  the  negociation.  No  doubt  but  it 
would  have  been  more  advantageous  to  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  had  France  gone  on  nego- 
ciating  till  fuch  time  as  they  received  a  certain 

account  of  the  execution  of  the  general  plan  of 
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mvafion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  at  that  time 
was  looked  on  as  infallible. 

The  world  may  judge  from  this  narra¬ 
tive,  whether  the  French  Ambaifador’s  de¬ 
parture  from  London  can  be  taxed  with 
too  much  precipitation,  as  it  is  pretended 
y  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in  the  memo¬ 
rial,  to  which  we  have  now  given  a  reply 
compofed  folely  of  fads . 

What  has  palfed  fince  this  departure,  as 
well  m  Europe  as  in  America,  has  been  of 
too  publick  and  notorious  a  nature  to  need 
a  relation  of  it  in  this  place.  That  which 
we  have  here  given  both  of  the  military 
operations  and  the  political  negociations  of 
England,  will  be  fufficient  to  convey  a  juft 
idea,  not  only  of  the  caufes  of  the  rupture, 
but  like  wife  of  the  views  by  which  both 
powers  were  conduded. 

Such  are  the  fads,  not  one  of  which  cap 

be  difclaimed  by  England,  let  Europe  ?ive 
judgment.  1  ° 
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OF  THE 

BritiHi  Courts  Memorial, 

/ 

Delivered  to  the  French  Minister,  the  2 At h 

°J  July,  1749,  in  an/wer  to  thofe>  prejented 
on  the  king  s  part 3  concerning  the  Settlements 
projected  by  England. 

nr  HE  king,  having  made  feme  reflexions 
X-  on  the  memorial  prefented  to  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  7th  of  iaft 
month,  by  the  Hear  Durand  his  mo'ft  cl.  if- 
dan  majefty  s  charge  d’affaires  at  the  court  of 
England,  has  ordered,  that  a  repreien cation 
-ouid  be  made  to  the  faid  charge  d’affaires,  in 
the  following  manner,  of  the  ieveral  obferva- 

tions,  which  appear  necefiary  to  be  made,  on 

tlie  laid  memorial. 

The  two  points,  concerning  which  the  mbft 
c  ri:  lan  king  delires  an  explanation,  viz.  the 
fettlement.  of  Acadia,  or  Nova-Scofia  j  and 
the  proj eX  alcribed  to  Mr.  Dobbs,  are  ib  little 
nab.e  in  themfelves  to  any  objeXion  on  the 
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part  of  any  power  whatfoever,  that  it  will  be 
no  difficult  matter  to  efface  the  ill  impreffions 
which  the  court  of  France  might  have  con¬ 
ceived  from  the  falfe  reports  that  poffibly  have 
been  fuggeffed  to  it  on  that  head. 

The  only  thing,  which  might  have  with  juf- 
tice  given  umbrage  to  the  court  of  France,  were 
a  well  grounded  apprehenhon  of  the  king’s 
having  given  orders  for  extending  the  fettle- 
ments  in  New  Scotland,  beyond  what  his  ma- 
jefty  was  entitled  to  by  the  twelfth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

But  this  apprehenhon  falls  of  itfelf ;  as  the 
king,  agreeable  to  the  defires  of  the  mod 
chriffian  king,  has  confented  to  refer  to  the 
commiffaries  the  fettling  of  the  limits  of  New 
Scotland,  according  to  its  ancient  boundaries ; 
as  well  as  the  limits  of,  and  right  of  polleffion 
to  the  feveral  Iflands  and  countries,  about 
which  the  two  nations  have  any  difpute : 
moreover,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  the  king  would 
make  fettlements,  which  are  neceffarily  at¬ 
tended  with  fo  much  expence,  in  a  part  of 
the  province  to  which  his  right  was  not  clear 
and  indifputable  ? 

The  limits  therefore,  of  Nova  Scotia  being 
referred  to  the  examination  of  the  commif¬ 
faries,  it  is  needlels  here  to  make  re  Pi  ies  to 
all  the  affertions  contained  on  that  fubjedt, 
in  the  faid  memorial  of  the  fieur  Durand. 

The  fieur  Durand  has  alfo  taken  fome  fort 
of  notice  in  his  memorial  of  the  plan  de- 
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fianed  by  Mr.  Dobbs;  as  if  tending  to  en¬ 
croach  on  the  trade,  which  the  1*  rench  carry 
on  with  the  Indians  of  North  Canada,^  and  to 
extend  the  Britiih  fettlements  in  diofe  parts, 
in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  rights  oi  ms 
moft  chriftian  majefty.  He  has  not  defended 
to  anv  particulars  on  this  head,  on  account  tn 
the  objects  of  the  laid  plan  not  being  fum- 

ciently  known  in  It  ranee. 

But  let  that  be  as  it  will,  it  were  very  ear/ 
to  give  an  entire  fatisfacdon  to  the  court  of 
France,  on  this  head,  by  alluring  it,  tuat  tius 
plan  which  has  been  debated  on  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  had  abfolutely  no  other  object,  than  to 
lay  open  to  the  whole  nation  an  exciuhve 
trade,  Vvhich  had  been  a  long  time  engrofled 
by  a  company,  that  had  derived  its  privilege 
from  a  particular  charter.  And  this,  with  the 
foie  view  of  extending  trade  in  general,  in 
thefe  parts :  and,  in  no  ways,  with  an  intent 
to  enlarge  the  poffefiions  of  the  nation,  at  tus 
expence  of  any  other  people  miattOGv  ..* . 

But  as  this  plan  has  not  met  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  parliament,  it  has  been  laid  afide, 
and  is  now  of  courts,  out  of  the 
Yet,  had  it  been  executed,  it  does  not  appear, 
why  it  fhould  afford  to  the  court  of  France 
any  pretence  to  complain.  Inafmuch  as  it 
related  only  to’  a  domeftic  affair  of  the  king¬ 
doms,  viz.  whether  a  trade  carried  on,  a  long 
time,  to  Hudfon’s  Bay,  fhould  be  continued  to 
he  carried  on,  exclufively,  by  a  particular  com- 
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pany  ?  Or,  whether  it  fhould  be  laid  open  to 
his  majefty ’s  fubjedts  ? 

1  he  king,  having  therefore  thus  explained 
^!S  sentiments,  is  very  ready  to  declare  in 
anfwer  to  the  demands  made  by  the  court  of 
France. 

1.  That  effectual  orders  have  been  already 
given  to  make  no  attempt  either  on  the  fide 
of  Nova  Scotia,  or  that  of  Hudfon’s  Bay,  on 
the  pofleffions  or  trade  of  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty  s  fubjedts,  or  that  might  be  in  any 
ways  derogatory  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix 
la  Chapeile,  cr  to  any  prior  engagements  ac¬ 
tually  fubfifting  between  both  crowns. 

2.  That  his  majefty  confents  to  appoint,  out 
of  hand,  two  commiflaries  to  confer  in  Paris 
witii  thofe  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  reipedlive  limits  now  in  difpute, 
between  the  two  crowns,  as  well  thofe  that 
relate  to  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,  as  thofe  of 
the  other  parts  of  the  continent,  where  the 
fettlements  of  both  nations  border  on  each 
other:  as  well  as  to  determine  (agreeable  to 
the  propofal  made  in  a  former  memorial) 
which  are  the  iflands  that  are  to  belono-  to 
each  crown.,  and  thofe  that  are  to  remain 
neutral. 

His  majefty,  previous  to  his  having  given 
orders  for  the  making  thofe  fettlements  in  that 
part  or  Nova  Scotia,  to  which,  though  un¬ 
doubtedly  belonging  to  his  majefty,  France 
lias  laid  claim,  lias  agreed  to  refer  his 
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pretenftons  to  the  decifion  of  commifTaries,  as 
a  convincing  proof  of  his  delire  to  preserve 
the  union  and  harmony  fo  happily  reeila- 
bliflaed  between  both  crowns. 

NUMBER  II. 

Jl  letter  from  my  Lord  Albemarle  to  the  Mar - 
aids  de  Puylieulx,  containing  complaints  on 
the  fending  of  a  detachment  by  M.  de  la 
Jonquiere,  in  order  to  proteSi  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ^/'Chepoudi. 

\ 

Paris ,  March  25,  1750. 

I  Have  juft  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  with  the  King’s  orders  di¬ 
recting  me  to  reprefen t  to  your  excellency  the 
fubjeCts  of  complaint  to  which  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majefty's  governors  in  America  have  given 
occafion,  by  incroaching  on  the  King’s  terri¬ 
tories  in  Nova  Scotia.  ’Tis  with  great  regret 
his  majefty  finds  himfelf  under  the  neceftity 
of  making  reprefentations  againft  any  of  his 
moft  chriftian  majefty’s  fubjeCts ;  and  the 
more  fo  as  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  that  after 
thofe  which  I  made  by  his  orders  in  the  month 
of  September  laft,  and  your  excellency’s 
anfwer  relative  to  the  fettlement  which  M. 
de  la  Galiffoniere  had  undertaken  to  make  at 
the  mouth  of  John’s  river,  pofitive  orders 
had  been  fent  to  the  French  governors,  not 

only 


only  to  put  an  end  to  all  fubje&s  of  dilpure, 
but  aifo  to  be  very  careful  hereafter  to  avoid 
ever)-  thing  that  might  give  occafion  to  new 
ftrifes. 

The  King  has,  notwithflanding,  lately  re¬ 
ceived  letters  from  the  Sieur  Cornwallis,  his 
governor  of  New  Scotland,  by  which  he 
complains,  that  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  lias  fent 
troops  to  Chipcudi  ;  which  is  cne  of  the 
diftricts  that  had  fent  deputies  to  governor 
.Cornwallis  on  his  arrival  in  tliat  province,  in 
order  to  make  the  proper  fuhmiilion  and 
receive  the  King’s  orders.  There  cannot  be 
a  ftronger  argument  that  thefe  inhabitants 
have  confidered  themfelves  as  fubjects  of  Great 
Britain,  fince  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia 
has  been  annexed  to  that  crown. 

’Tis  needlefs  here  to  repeat  all  the  reafons 
that  authorife  his  mayfly  to  demand  the 
iuftice  which  this  new  ftep  of  M.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere  entitles  him  to ;  they  cannot  but  be 
knov/n  to  bis  molt  chriftian  majefly. 

After  the  formal  orders  given  by  the  King 
to  all  his  governors,  to  be  continually  mindful 
that  all  thefe  difputes  are  to  be  adjufted  in  an 
amicable  manner,  and  confequently  to  avoid 
carefully  ail  hoflile  procedure  *  fo  long  as  the 
honour  and  rights  of  the  crown  did  not  require 

This  is  what  M.  Cornwallis  has  not  done:  fince 
it  is  certain,  that  the  fort  of  the  Minas,  and  that  of 
Beau-baflin  were  built,  before  the  French  erected  thofe 
©f  Beaufejour,  and  Gafpereau  ,  and,  that  thefe  were  no£ 

it 
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it  indifpenfibly  j  it  will  be  diffident,  with¬ 
out  taking  any  notice  here  of  the  King 
inccnteftible  right,  that  the  fame  motive  of 
reciprocation  intervenes  to  determine  his  mod 
chridian  majefty  to  give  fimilar  orders  to  M. 
de  la  Jonquiere,  to  reedabliffi  all  things  in 
their  fird  date,  till  fuch  time  as  the  commif- 
faries,  to  whom  has  been  referred  by  agree¬ 
ment  the  decifion  of  the  limits  in  America, 
have  fettled  die  rights  of  both  crowns ;  and  to 
defid  from  every  enterprile  which  might  tend 
to  give  the  lead  interruption  to  the  union  fo 
happily  re-edablidied  between  both  nations. 
The  King  is  perfuaded  his  mod  chridian  ma- 
jefty  will  be  the  more  inclinable  to  make  fuch 
falutary  and  amicable  difpodtions,  that  frnall 
altercations  of  this  nature,  if  not  feafonably 
prevented,  may  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences. 

1  am,  &c. 

Signed,  Albemarle. 

built,  till  the  violences  of  M.  Cornwallis  had  forced 
the  French  inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus  to  retire  into  the 
heart  of  the  country.  This  is  a  fait,  which  the  Englifli 
cannot  deny,  the  epochs  of  the  conftruftion  of  the  forts, 
being  a  matter  of  certainty  between  both  nations. 


\ 
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'The  Marquis  .de  Puyfieulx’s  anfiver  to  the, 

joregoing  letter. 

V erf ai lies,  March  31,  1750* 

Sir, 

I  Received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me 
the  honour  to  write  me  the  2  cth,  con- 
taming  the  complaints  of  your  court  concern¬ 
ing  the  hep  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Jonquiere,  governor  of  New  France,  in  hav¬ 
ing  lent  a  detachment  or  troops  to  Chipoudi ; 
a-j  the  Comte  de  la  Galifloniere,  his  predeceflor, 
had  done  heretofore  to  the  river  of  St.  John. 

Tne  Britifh  court  might  have  feen  the  rea- 
foiib  which  authorifed  the  conduct  of  both 
thefe  governors,  in  a  memorial  given  in,  in  die 
month  of  J  une  laft,  wherein  the  river  St. 
John  and  Chipoudi  have  been  demonftrated  to 
be  on  the  continent  of  Canada. 

As  to  the  fubmiffions  which  might  have 
been  made,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  this 
detachment  from  Canada,  to  the  Englifh  ,70- 
vernor  of  Acadia,  by  feme  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Chipoudi  intimidated  by  the  menaces  of 
this  governor,  no  right  could  from  thence  be 
derived  to  Great  Britain,  nor  could  they  hinder 
thefe  inhabitants  from  being  French,  and 
fettled  on  French  ground.  They  would  only 
tend  to  prove,  that  if  there  has  been  any 
diicuffion  on  this  frontier,  it  mult  have  been 

occa- 
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occafioned  by  fome  innovations  on  the  part  of 
the  English  governor#.  And  the  fact  is,  that 
the  precautions  which  the  French  governors 
have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  take, 
have  had  no  other  object,  but  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants,  alarmed  by  thefe 
innovations. 

But,  there  ought  to  be  no  more  altercations 
on  this  head  between  the  refpective  governors ; 
fince  orders  have  been  fent,  to  make  no  inno¬ 
vation,  till  fuch  time  as  the  limits  are  fettled, 
which  is  to  be  done  by  commiffaries.  The  mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Jonquiere,  could  not  have  received 
thefe  orders,  when  he  had  fent  the  detachment 
to  Chepoudi.  As  they  could  not  have  been  fent 
him,  till  the  latter  end  of  this  winter ;  which 
they  are  not  ignorant  of  in  England. 

As  for  the  reft,  all  this  ought  only  to  make 
the  neceftity  of  the  commiffaries  thus  entering 
on  bufinefs  more  fenfible,  in  order  to  the  fettling 
the  limits  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  two  crowns 
in  America.  And  I  am  directed  by  the  king, 


Thefe  forced  fubmiilions  of  fome  inhabitants  were 
effectually  the  confequence  of  the  Englifh  governor's 
menaces,  and  are  an  inftance  of  a  recent  encroachment. 
How  came  the  Englifh  not  to  dream,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  of  making  the  authority  of  their  government 
acknowledged  in  this  country?  The  truth  even,  of  any 
inhabitants  having  made  fubmiftions  at  that  time,  is  not 
v/ell  attefled.  However,  it  is  certain,  the  greateff  part 
of  tne  inhabitants,  addrefted  themfelves  for  protection  to 
the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  a  gain  ft  thefe  violent  pro- 
ceedmgs. 


K 


to 
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to  renew  his  follicltations  for  that  purpofe,  with 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  his  majefty  infifts 
on  this  affair,  with  the  more  eagernefs,  as  the 
end  of  their  meeting  is  to  keep  up  the  good  un¬ 
demanding,  fo  happily  re-eftablifhed  between 
the  two  crowns,  and  their  fubjefts  :  and,  that 
the  king  has  nothing  more  at  heart,  than 


up  the  good  un- 


\ 


the  two  crowns,  and  their  fubjefts :  and,  that 


the  maintaining,  and  fettling  it  on  a  firm 
bafis. 


I  am,  &c; 


PlTYSlEULX. 


NUMBER  III. 


Memorial  delivered  on  the  kings  part 
to  my  lord  Albemarle,  the  $th  of  January, 


1751,  and  fent  the  fame  day  to  the  duke  de 
Mirepoix  in  England  ;  containing  complaints 
made  by  France,  againfl  the  hojiilities  com¬ 


mitted ,  and  avowed  by  the  Englifh. 

F-'  O  R  feveral  months  part,  the  public 
papers  have  proclaimed  feveral  afts  of 
violence  committed  by  the  Englifh  on  the 
French  veffels ;  both  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  on  the  coafls  of  New  France. 
But,  thefe  accounts  appeared  to  be  fo  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  amicable  difpo- 
fitions,  of  which  the  Britifh  court  lias  given 
fo  many  inftances  fince  the  peace  5  that  they 


\ 


met 


met  with  no  iort  of  c.Tcdit.  And,  wc  could 
not  but  be  furprifed  to  the  laft  degree,  on 
bavin p-  received,  ]ulb  now,  intimations  by  letters 
from  Canada,  and  Cape  Breton,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  veffels  a£t  in  thefe  feas,  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  they  might  do,  in  cafe  of  an  open  war . 

Thefe  veilels  have  fpread  themfelves  ail  tne 
laft  fummer,  to  :he  very  upper  end  of  tne 
gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  flopping  and  infulting 
all  the  French  veffels  that  they  met.  They 
attempted  to  carry  oft  a  brigantine,  which  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  river  of  St.  John,  and  was  font 
thither  by  the  intendant  of  Canada,  with  pro- 
vifions  for  the  detachments  of  the  king  s  troops 
in  thofe  parts.  But,  not  being  able  to  attain 
their  ends,  the  Englifh  captain  carried  off 
fotne  of  the  feamen,  belonging  to  the  brigan¬ 
tine,  who  have  been  fent  back  to  Cape  Breton 
by  M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Acadia.  But 
without  defeending  to  particulars,  relating  to 
the  irrep-ularities,  and  all  the  adts  of  violence 
put  in  practice  by  the  Engliih  Ihipping  3  wc 
Ihali  here  coniine  ourfelves  to  two  fads. 

The  firft  is,  the  taking  of  a  French  vcffel, 
called  the  London  Captain  Main,  bv  two 
Engliih  fnows  armed.  This  little  veffe]  had 
been  fent  by  the  intendant  of  Canada,  to  Che- 
daic  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  with  provi- 
fions  for  the  king’s  troops  at  that  place  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time  to  carry  the  ammunition, 
goods  and  provifions,  which  the  king  is  won.t 
to  fend  annually,  as  prefents  to  the  lavages  of 

K  2  a  French 
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a  french  million.  It  was  on  its  return  from 
Ci.-emuc,  where  fhe  had  unloaded,  that  this 
'r£ilCl  was  topped  towards  the  end  of  Auguft 
between  the  coaft  of  Canada  and  Cane  Brel 

ton.  It  was  afterwards  carried  into  Chebuc- 

tOj  where  it  was  confifcated. 

The  feccnd  is  likewife  the  taking  of  a 
i  rerxn  brigantine  by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
:‘.c  .C'A  0i  Gieat  Britain.  The  circumftance 
01  wmcil  WI!l  undoubtedly  appear  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  of  much  a  more  aggravating 
nature  than  that  of  the  firft.  The  Marquis 
ue  la  Jonquiere  having  had  intimations  of  the 
conduft  of  the  Englifh  veffels,  of  which  he 
nacl  made  ieveral  complaints  to  M.  Cornwallis, 
and  cemg  defirous  to  lend  the  neceffary  fupplies 
tortile  detachments  of  troops  on  John’s  river, 
reiolvec:,  in  the  month  of  September  laft, 
to  aim  at  Quebeck  the  brigantine,  the  St 
Francis,^  in  order  to  convoy  a  Hoop,  on  board 
wmcntne  mtendant  had  caufed  thefe  fuccours 
to  oe  mapped.  He  conferred  on  the  fieur  de 

F‘v  ;  ’  A  caPL?un  in  the  troops,  the  command 
01  nrigantme,  which  carried  ten  fmall 
^  ?  uuu  whoie  crew  conilHed  of  iixty 

men,  including  thirty  foldiers.  The  infrac¬ 
tions  winch  he  gave  to  captain  Vergor  con- 
iL.'ict  and  pontive  orders  to  make  no 
attempt  againft  the  Englifh  Chips  which  he 
_mj,a  meet ;  and  in  caie  he  fhould  meet  with 
any  tiiat  attempted  to  oppofe  his  paffave,  he 
was  charged  by  the  governor  not  to  fire°at  her 

till 
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till  the  attack  was  begun  by  the  Englishman, 
and  till  he  had  given  him  notice  that  he  com¬ 
manded  a  veffel  belonging  to  the  king  of 
France,  armed  to  carry  provifions  to  his  troops. 
The  1 6th  of  October,  the  brigantine  and  the 
other  veflel  being  at  two  leagues  weft  of  the 
iflands  of  Seal,  captain  Vergor  discovered,  at 
eleven  in  the  morning,  an  Englifh  frigate, 

\  which  came  acrofs  him  and  bore  down  on 
him  in  an  inftant  right  before  the  wind,  and 
crowding  all  her  fails.  In  half  an  hour  after 
tiiis,  the  frigate  fired  a  cannon  with  ball  into 
the  ftern  of  the  brigantine,  and  hoifted  her 
flag.  Captain  Vergor  hoifted  immediately 
both  his  Streamer  and  flag,  and  gave  them  a 
Shot,  ftill  purfuing  his  way.  The  frigate  alio 
continued  the  chace,  and  being,  in  half  an  hour, 
come  up  with  him,  and  within  ftiot  of  a  fix 
poundei ,  fii  ed  a  fecond  Shot  at  him,  and  put 
up  her  Streamer ;  in  a  little  time  after  She  fired 
a  third  ftiot,  which  went  through  the  fail  of 
captain  Vergoi  s  roretopmaft,  who  then  pie- 
pared  himfelf  for  fighting  in  cafe  of  a  freSh 
ipiult  \  che  frigate,  being  come  Still  nearer, 
fired  four  cannon  Shots  at  his  fills.  Agreeable 
to  th.eoiu.eis  he  had  received  from  the  marquis 
dela  Jonquiere,  he  caufed  a  perlon  to  cry  out 
in  Frencn,  tinat •  this  was  a  Ship  belonging  to 
king  oi  Prance,  and  going  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  his  maiefty’s 
troops.  The  anfwer  of  the  English  commander 
being,  tnat  lie  muft  either  bring  to,  or  he 

would 
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would  fink  him.  Captain  Vergor  had  the 
fame  thing  repeated  to  him  in  Englifh ;  but 
the  only  anfwer  was  a  whole  volly  of  his 
cannon  and  fmall  arms.  The  fight  lafted  five 
hours,  but  the  brigantine  was  fo  much  da¬ 
maged  in  her  mart,  which  was  cut,  and  in  her 
fails  and  rigging,  that  captain  Vergor  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  furrender  himfelf ;  after  having  feveral 
of  his  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  long-boat 
having  been  alfo  difabled,  the  Euglifh  captain 
fent  his  boat  in  order  to  fetch  him  on  board  ; 
when  captain  Vergor  difeovered  this  frigate  to 
be  the  Albany,  carrying  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  twenty-eight  fwivels,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  captain 
Rous.  This  captain  ordered  alfo  on  board 
his  fhip  the  crew  and  the  foldiers  belonging 
to  the  brigantine,  where  he  left  none  but  the 
wounded,  and  made  the  heft  of  his  way  for 
Chibudlo  with  the  brigantine  in  tow.  It  was 
but  the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month  that  they 
arrived  at  Chibudlo  The  next  day  the  go¬ 
vernor  fent  on  hoard  the  frigate  for  captain 
Vergor,  who  was  immediately  conducted  to 
the  governor’s  houfe,  where  he  was  locked  up 
in  a  chamber.  In  half  an  hour  after  M. 
Cornwallis  came  to  him,  and  had  the  chamber 
again  locked.  He  at  firft  told  him,  he  was 
very  forry  for  what  had  happened,  and  that 
captain  Rous  had  loft  a  great  many  of  his 
men:  captain  Vergor  anfwered,  that  he  was 
alfo  very  forry  for  what  had  paffed,  and  that 
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it  ought  to  be  imputed  only  to  captain  Rous, 
ox  whole  conduct  he  mfoimed  him.  IVT. 
Cornwallis  replied,  that  if  things  had  paffed 
in  the  manner  he  laid  they  did,  captain  Rous 
was  in  the  fault,  and  that  he  would  call  his 
council  the  next  day  in  order  to  decide  the 
matter.  The  council  was  actually  called 
captain  Rous,  his  lieutenant,  and  lome  of 
his  crew,  were  brought  before  the  council,  to 
which  captain  Vergor  was  like  wife  admitted 
the  laft  recited  the  faults  in  the  manner  they 
were  already  fpecilied.  Captain  Rous  could 
not  deny  but  that  he  had  begun  firft,  by  firing 
a  cannon  ball  at  the  brigantine’s  foretopfail. 

On  this  the  governor  got  up,  and  having 
ordered  into  the  council  chamber  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  brigantine,  who  had  been 
previoufly  brought  into  a  room  contiguous  to 
it,  they  were  fummoned  to  tell  who  it  was 
that  fired  the.  firft  fhot  ?  They  all  anfwered, 
that  it  was  captain  Rous,  who  had  fired  two 
vollies.  Captain  V ergor’s  declaration  was  then 
read  to  them,  and  they  all  certified  it  to  be  true, 
in  all  its  circumftances.  Notwithftanding  the 
council  came  to  no  refoludon,  either  in  this, 
or  in  five  or  fix  other  fittings,  which  were 
held  afterwards.  But  in  two  or  three  days 
after  the  firft,  M.  Cornwallis  afked  captain 
Vergor,  what  fhould  be  wanting  to  reft  the 
brigantine  for  the  fea,  offering  to  fupply  him 
therewith.  He  reorefented  to  him,  that  he 

i. 

could  not  do  without  a  great  maft,  and  four 
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pieces  of  cordage.  The  governor  promifed 
nim  everything,  and  had  actually  a  maft  cut, 
wiiich  was  brought  from  the  woods  by  the 
brigantine’s  crew,  and  bid  captain  Vergor  to 
begin  the  mending  of  his  fails,  fhrouds,  and 
other  things  necefiary.  This  captain  was 
going  to  take  his  mealures  in  confequence, 
when  behold!  captain  Rous  appeals  to  the 
admiralty,  where  the  brigantine  is  condemned 
as  a  lawful  prize.  In  a  letter  which  M.  Corn¬ 
wallis  has  wrote  to  M.  Defherbiers,  com¬ 
mandant  Oi  Cape  Breton,  when  he  returned 
him  captain  V  ergor,  and  the  crew  belongin0- 
t©  the  brigantine,  with  the  arms  of  the  foldiers^ 
who  were  part  of  it,  he  tells  him,  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  pronounced  this  fentence  of  confif- 
canon  ior  having  carried  on  an  unlawful  trade 
in  his  Britannic  majefty’s  province.  Thefe  are 
the  words  he  makes  ufe  of. 

We  are  of  opinion,  all  difcuffions  on  a 
queftion  of  this  kind,  may  be  difpenfed  with. 
Here  is  an  armed  veflel,  on  the  king’s  fer- 
vice,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s,  attacked  and  fought,  as  in  a  time  of 
open  war.  We  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the 
uprightnefs  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s  inten¬ 
tions  to  alcribe,  to  any  order  of  his,  an  enter- 
prife,  fo  diredlly  oppofite  to  all  laws.  And, 
we  make  no  doubt,  but,  upon  being  informed 
of  the  facts,  the  greateft  reliance  may  be  had 
on  his  equity ;  not  only  with  refpedt  to  the 
juftice,  and  fatisfadtion  due  for  the  faid  cap¬ 
tures 


tares  ;  bat  alfo,  the  orders  proper  to  be  given 
to  prevent  the  like  excefles  for  the  future. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  captain  Rons,  com¬ 
mander  of  bis  majefty  s  J hop  the  Albany, 
dated  from  ChebuCto  harbour  in  Nova 
Scotia,  October  3  1,  1750  . 

HpHE  next  day,  after  I  had  left  John’s 
““**  river,  in  doubling  cape  Sable,  about 
non,  I  difcovered  a  brigantine  and  a  fchooner 
coming  round  this  cape,  about  two  miles  from 
the  coaft,  fleering  north- weft :  and  as  I  had 
notice  given  me  of  a  pyrate  brigantine  being 
on  this  coaft  i,  I  immediately  began  to  chace 
in  order  to  ipeak  with  her.  They  no  fooner 
perceived  us,  than  they  made  a  fignal  to  the 
fchooner  which  was  in  company,  and  which 
in  confequence  changed  her  courfe  to  weft 
fouth-weft.  Being  arrived  within  diftance  of 
a  random  fhot,  the  brigantine  fleering  weft 
north-weft,  I  fired  a  cannon  acrofs  the  ftern 
of  the  brigantine  in  order  to  bring  her  to  ;  die 
fchooner  bearing  away  with  all  her  fails.  The 

^  This  extract  v/as  given  to  his  majefty ’s  minifter, 
by  the  Englifh  ambaffador,  by  way  of  excufe  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Englifn. 

Captain  Rous  alters  the  facts,  and  fupprefles  many  rf- 
fential  circumftances ;  yet,  he  cannot,  help  confeiiin^ 
himfelf  the  aggreflor. 

*  ft  is  by  Means  of  this  bad  excufe  that  the  En^- 
nfh  have  always  endeavoured  to  glofs  over  their  h'oftllitics 
by  fea. 
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brigantine  let  up  French  colours  immediately 
and  anfwered  with  a  cannon  fhot ;  the  fchooner 
did  the  fame  without  putting  up  a  flag.  Be¬ 
ing  come  within  cannon  fhot,  I  fired  another 
cannon  before  her  ftern  ;  upon  which  they 
anfwered  fiill  with  another  fhot,  lowered 
their  main  fail,  and  furled  it,  in  order  to 
make  room  for  their  fmall  arms  and  make 
ready  for  an  engagement  Being  come  near 
enough  to  them  I  hailed  them,  but  they 
made  no  anfwer :  I  then  gave  orders  for  the 
firing  a  fix  pounder,  and  went  on  hailing ; 
while  this  was  doing,  being  come  very  dole 
to  her,  the  brigantine  turned  to  our  {lar¬ 
board,  and  tacking  a  litde  to  the  fouth  in 
order  to  prefent  us  her  larboard,  fhe  fent  us 
all  her  volly  of  cannon  and  fmall  arms ;  while 
we  continued  hailing  without  receiving  any 
anfwer.  I  immediately  returned  the  compli¬ 
ment,  and  they  continued  the  fight  during 
two  hours  and  a  half ;  after  which  fome  body 
cried  out  to  us  in  Englifh  that  they  would  fire 
no  longer.  I  ordered  them  therefore  to  come 
to,  and  I  fent  on  board  the  lieutenant,  who 
returned  with  the  captain  of  the  brigantine 
and  his  papers,  by  which  I  found  that  this 
fhip  was  a  French  brigantine,  called  the  St. 
Francis,  of  about  an  hundred  and  twenty 
tons,  carrying  ten  guns  and  four  fwivels,  her 
crew  confiding  of  fixty  men  including  thirty 
foldiers ;  that  this  vefiel  had  been  laden  at 
Quebec  with  arms,  ammunition,  cloaths,  and 

provifions 


(  75  ) 

provifions  for  die  Indians,  and  was  armed,  in 
order  to  convoy  a  fchooner  which  had  the  fame 
lading,  and  which  got  away  dining  the  fight, 

I  brought  this  brigantine  into  this  port, 
where  fne  has  been  condemned  as  a  lawful 
prize  by  the  court  of  admiralty,  as  cariying  on 
a  contraband  trade ;  which  your  loidfhipo  wi 
fee  by  the  copy  of  the  faid  coiuts  fentence 

here  annexed. 

We  had  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded 
in  the  engagement.  The  brigantine  had  fix 
killed  and  feven  wounded.  The  mailer  01 
commander  of  the  brigantine  fays  flic  is  a 
king's  fhip  -y  but  he  has  no  brevet,  and  only 
an  order  of  the  governor  of  Canada  to  take 
upon  himfelf  the  command  of  this  veflel,  in 
order  to  convoy  the  fchooner  to  John  s  river ; 
and  after  he  had  landed  the  ammunition  and 
prefents  for  the  Indians,  to  return  into  tne 

harbour  of  Quebec  to  be  laid  up. 

I  am  alfo  to  acquaint  your  lordfhips,  that 
on  my  lad  coming  here  I  met  his  majefiy  s 
frigate  the  Tryal,  returning  from  her  cruize 
in  the  bay  V erte,  -  where  (he  had  found  the 
8th  of  A-uguit  lad;  a  French  boat  called  the 
London  of  Canada,  commanded  by  captain 
le  Cras:  upon  examining  her  papers,  they 
found  that  this  velfel  had  been  employed  in 
introducing  warlike  itores,  proviiions  and 
merchandizes  into  his  majefty’s  province  lor 
the  ufe  of  the  Indians  ;  and  for  thefe  reafons 
the  Tryal  took  her  and  brought  her  in  here, 
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where  fhe  was  confifcated  by  his  majefty’s 

cou,l  Oi  admiralty  for  having  carried  on  an 
illicit  trade. 


N  U  M  B  E  R  IV. 


"Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Jonquiere, 
governor  of  Canada ,  to  M.  Cornwallis 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  dated  at  Quebec, 
April  2,  1750. 


I  I-iave  acquainted  the  king,  my  mailer, 
-*■  ^‘  ith  ffi-  oi  tiers  1  had  given  to  the  officers, 
to  whom  I  gave  the  command  of  the  faid 


polls,  not  to  iu Her  that  any  lettlement  (hould 


be  made  tucre  by  any  bociy  whatioever  j  and 
to  oppofe  any  Inch  attempt,  by  force  of 
arms,  after  giving  notice  to  thofe  who  would 
fain  give  them  any  diilurbance,  of  what  I  have 
juil  notv  mentioned  to  you ;  however,  with¬ 
out  giving  them  orders  as  to  any  fortification, 
till  fuch  time  as  the  comniifiaries,  who  have 
been  already  named,  have  fettled  the  bounda- 
i;es  of  Acadia  with  New  France.  Thefe 
boundaries  have  never  been  lettled  yourielves 
agree ;  whereas  commiflaries  have  been 
named  for  that  purpofe.  It  is  on  that 
account,  that  I  am  warranted,  in  fendino- 
troops  to  guard  the  faid  polls,  till  the  decifion 
of  the  two  crowns. 

I  hope  you  will  refled:  ferioufly,  on 
what  I  mention  to  you.  Nor,  do  1  doubt 

but 
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but  you  will  acquaint  the  king  your  maf- 
ter  with  whatever  pafies.  And,  whereas  you 
tell  me,  that  till  you  receive  his  orders,  you 
will  do  your  duty :  I  alfo  tell  you  before¬ 
hand,  that  I  (hall  not  be  wanting  in  doing  mine. 

1  have  been  juft  informed,  that  the  Sieur 
Goram,  has  taken  the  Abbe  Gerard,  re&or  of 
Copequit,  prifoner.  I  know  not  the  reafons, 
why  l'uch  a  ftep  has  been  taken  ;  but,  as  he 
is  a  fubjedt  of  the  king,  my  m after,  /  defire 
you  will  fend  him,  without  lofs  of  time,  back 
to  his  country. 

A  MEMORIAL,  containing  complaints 
j'rom  England,  and  delivered  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Puyfieulx  the  yth  of  ’June,  1750, 
by  my  lord  Albemarle , 

HpHE  underwritten  ambafiador,  extraordi- 
nary  and  plenipotentiary,  from  his  rna- 
jefty,  the  king  of  Great- Britain,  has  received 
orders  from  the  king  his  mafter,  dated  Ha¬ 
nover,  the  26th  of  laft  month,  to  reprefent  to 
the  court  of  France,  how  much  he  is  furprifed 
at  hearing  the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
French  in  America,  under  the  authority  and 
direction  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  who  has  rea¬ 
dily  avowed  them. 

M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
informs  the  duke  of  Bedford,  by  a  letter  dated 
the  1  ft  of  May  of  this  year,  that  the  French 
We  taken  poffeffion  of  all  that  part  of  Nova 

Scotia. 


Scotia  beyond  the  bay  of  Fundi j  (a)  from  the 
river  Chignedo  to  that  of  St.  John,  making 
die  frit  the  limits  of  that  province. 

They  have  reduced  Beaubafiin  to  allies, 
and  carried  £o  the  other  fide  the  river  the  inha¬ 
bitants  with  their  effeds;  [b)  compelled  them 
to  take  up  arms,  and  formed  them  into  com¬ 
panies  ;  fo  that  the  fieur  Lacorne,  a  French 
officer  has  at  that  place  under  his  command, 
a  body  of  two  thoufand,  five  hundred  men, 
made  up  of  regular  troops,  Canadians  and 
Indians. 

The  fieur  de  Lacorne  and  father  Loutre,  a 
French  miffionary,  have  made  ufe  of  repeated 
and  innumerable  promifes  and  menaces,  in 
order  to  perfuade  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  to  leave  the  country  (c). 

The  inhabitants  declare  openly  their  ab¬ 
horrence  of  thefe  proceedings ;  but  the 
fieurs  de  Lacorne  and  Loutre,  threaten 
them  with  a  general  mafiacre  from  the  In- 

fa)  They  have  not  taken  poflcilion  of  it :  whereas  by 
the  confeffion  of  the  English,  they  were  pofTefTed  of  it, 
at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  But  M.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere  has  fent  a  detachment  to  prevent  the  Englifh  them- 
felves,  from  executing  the  project  they  had  formed5  in 
order  to  feize  it. 

(b)  By  Beaubaffin  is  here  underftood,  a  French  habi¬ 
tation,  fettled  at  Chigne&o,  which  the  French  were  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  relinquifliing.  1  o  burn  one’s  felf  in  the 
confuGon,  and  fright  occafioned  by  an  invafion  cannot 
be  reckoned  a  hoftile  act. 

(c)  How  can  this  defertion,  of  a  country  poiTeiTed  by 
the  French,  he  reconciled  with  the  invaiion  Hid  to  their 
charge* 


dians,  if  they  remain  in  the  province.  They 
fupport,  and  protect  openly  the  Indians,  our 
declared  enemies,  who  enlift  under  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  France.  They  detain  the  king’s 
fubjects,  (d )  his  officers  and  foldiers,  prifoners. 
They  excite  the  king’s  French  fubjedts  to  a 
rebellion  ;  and  thofe  who  remain  loyal,  they 
threaten  with  deftrudtion.  They  fend  their 
Indian  Haves  all  over  the  country,  where  they 
are  guilty  of  all  forts  of  outrages. 

They  have  fet  fire  to  the  towns  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  themfelves,  to  appertain  to  his 
majefty. 

Governor  Cornwallis  fent  the  fieur  Lau¬ 
rence,  major  of  foot,  with  a  detachment  to 
Chignedto  ;  where  he  arrived  the  20th  of  laffc 
April.  They  faw  the  French  fet  fire  (c)  to  the 
town  of  Chignedto,  French  colours  planted 
on  the  ditches  ;  and,  the  fieur  de  la  Corne  at 
the  head  of  his  detachment,  braving  major 
Laurence  ;  and  declaring,  that  he  would  de¬ 
fend  to  the  laft,  that  ground  as  belonging  to 
France. 

The  fieur  de  Lacorne,  having  fent  to  defire 
a  conference  (f)  with  the  fieur  Lawrence, 

•  * 

( d)  The  ambaflador  (hould  have  named  feme,  but  he 
could  not, 

(ej  There  was  no  town  in  the  Ifthmus  ;  and  the  only 
fire  was,  that  of  fome  cabin’s  built  at  Chignedto,  and 
which  the  Indians  had  fet  fire  to,  when  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fly  together  with  the  French,  who  were  attacked 
by  M.  Cornwallis.  * 

(/)  If  it  was  the  fieur  de  Lacorne  that  demanded  the 

tiie 
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the  latter,  accompanied  by  two  captains  of 
foot,  went  to  meet  him,  and  demanded  by 
whofe  orders  he  had  thus  come  into  his  ma- 
jefty  s  territories  and  committed  fueh  adts  of 
violence.  The  fieur  de  la  Lacorne  anfwered ; 
it  was  by  thofe  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  who 
had  alfo  commanded  him  to  take  poffeffion 
of  Chippodi,  John’s  river,  Man-rem,  Cooke, 
Pitcodiack,  and  of  all  that  country,  as  far  as 
the  river,  which  was  on  the  right  hand  of 
major  Laurence,  as  belonging  to  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty ;  or  at  lead,  that  he  was  to 
keep  and  defend  it  as  fuch,  (g)  till  fuch  time 
as  the  limits  were  fettled  by  commiffaries  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe. 

Thongh  the  fieur  Laurence  had  under  his 
command  a  detachment  of  regular  troops, 
very  little  inferior  to  that  commanded  by  the 
fieur  Lacorne,  he  forebore  committing  any 
hoftilities  in  obedience  to  the  king’s  orders 
for  that  purpofe.  (h) 

\  ,  .  * 

conference,  it  muft  be  concluded,  he  did  not  come  to 
attack.  The  fieur  Cornwallis  was  there  before  him. 
What  was  he  come  there  for?  Whereas,  till  then  at 
leaf!:,  the  country  had  been  polfefled  by  the  French. 

(g)  That  is  the  plain  truth,  to  keep,  and  defend 
is  not  invading. 

(h)  Why  did  not  thefe  orders  prevent  his  advancing 
fo  far  ?  Fie  acknowledges  the  fieur  de  Lacorne’s  detach¬ 
ment,  to  have  been  fuperiorto  his  own;  might  not  rhis 
detachment  have  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  moderation  ? 
The  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  had  then  aoied  right,  in 
fending  troops  to  oppofe  the  invafign. 


\ 


The 


The  king  cannot  perfuadc  himfelf,  that 
thefe  adts  of  violence  have  been  committed 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  France, 
and  he  is  fo  fully  convinced  of  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty’s  equity,  and  his  defire  to 
maintain  a  good  underftanding  between  the 
two  crowns,  that  he  aflures  himfelf  the  molt 
chriftian  king  will  readily  fliew  his  difappro- 
bation  of  fuch  condudt. 

Governor  Cornwallis  has  never  made,  nor 
defigned  to  make  any  fettle  men  t  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  peninfula  (/)  which  the  French 
before,  never  pretended  to  belong  to  them  : 
the  king  having  had  no  intention,  in  forming 
a  fettlement  in  his  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  to 
encroach  on  the  rights  of  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jefty ,  or  to  take  forcible  pojfefjion  of  a  country , 
of  which  the  king  had  referred  the  right  of 
propriety  to  the  decifon  of  the  commi furies 
appointed  for  that  purpofe  $  before  it  was  pofji - 
blej  or  them  to  have  met  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  fettling  of  the  limits . 

The  underwritten  ambaflador  has  ordres  to 
demand  that  the  condudt  of  M.  de  la  jon- 
quiere  be  difavowed :  that  pofidve  orders  be 
lent  him  immediately  to  withdraw  his  troops 
and  the  Indians  under  his  authority  from  the 
places  which  belong  to  Great  Britain  3  that 


(i)  This  is  pofitive,  and  by  the  confeffion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  they  could  at  leaft,  make  no  innovation  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  before  the  deafion  of  the  commiflaries.  Have 
they  waited  for  this  deciiion? 
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amends  be  made  for  die  adts  of  violence 
which  have  been  committed,  and  the  damage 
which  the  king’s  fubjects  have  buffered  :  and 
his  majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  court  of 
France  will  make  no  difficulty,  to  give  the 
underwritten  ambaffador  the  duplicate  of  the 
orders,  which  will  be  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Canada,  that  he  may  tranfmit  them  to  his 
court.  Done  at  Compeigne  the  7th  of  July 
1750. 

Signed  Albemarle. 

\ 

1 

The  Marquis  de  Puylieulx’s  letter  to  my  Lord 
Albemarle,  by  -way  of  preliminary  anfwer 
to  the  complaints  abovementioned ,  till  his 
may  e fly  had  received  from  Canada  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  faffs  which  had  given  occafion 
to  them. 

Compiegne ,  June  23,  1756. 

Sir, 

IN  the  memorial  which  your  excellency, 
has  given  me  concerning  the  complaints 
of  M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Acadia,  are 
contained  many  fads :  fo  contrary  to  the  equity 
of  his  majefty,  and  the  inftrudtions  of  M.  de 
la  Jonquiere,  that  if  diey  are  found  to  be  fuch 
as  they  are  reprefented,  the  king  will  take 
care,  juftice  fliall  be  done  to  his  Britan  nick 
majefty ’s  fubjedts,  and  will  give  fuch  freflt, 
orders,  as  will  prevent  the  rile  of  any  diipute^ 


I 


! 
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of  what  kind  foever,  between  the  two  nations  . 
his  maiefty  being  thoroughly  peifuaded  h 
Britannick  majefty  will  give,  on  his  fide,  01  ei  - 

to  the  fame  purpofe.  t  ue 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  te  y  -  a 

prevailed  upon  to  believe  but  that  the  faGs  au^ 
expofed  with  too  much  exaggeration,  and  fio 
my  knowledge  of  M.  de  ^  Jonqu, ere  s  pru¬ 
dence,  and  the  inftrudhons  which  he  has,  1 
am  forry  M.  Cornwallis  has  not  applied  to 

him  for  redrefs,  before  he  had  madec^T1fa‘ns 
to  his  court.  I  fent  your  memorial  as  loon  as 

1  received  it  to  M.  Romlle,  and  defiled  h 

would  take  the  proper  fteps,  to  be  informed 

in  a  fpeedv  and  precife  manner  o*  wnat  h 

pafibd  at  Canada,  fo  as  1  may  be  enabled  to 

live  your  excellency  a  more  politive  aniwer. 

°  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Signed  Puysieulx. 

P  S.  Mi°ht  not  M.  Cornwallis  have  ^at- 
tempted  to  form  fettlements  on  the  places  that 
are  in  dilpute,  or  even  on  the  king  s  territo¬ 
ries  ? 

A  letter  wrote  by  M-  Rouille  to  M-  de  la  Jon- 
quiere,  a  copy  of  which  was  given  to  my 
Lord  Albemarle  the  i  fh  of  July  1750. 

s5r>  Ver failles,  July  11,  175°- 

Send  you  here  inclofed,  the  copy  of  a 
^  memorial  which  was  delivered  by  the  Am- 
baffador  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Marquis  de 

yi  2  Puyneulx# 
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Puyfieulx.  You  will  there  fee  the  complaints 
which  the  Britdh  court  has  exhibited  con¬ 
cerning  what  has  parted  on  the  frontiers  of 
Acaaia  and  Canada.  If  any  .French  have 

'_en  fuijty  ol  the  outrages  mentioned  in  thefe 
complaints,  they  would  deferve  punilhment, 
ano  tne  king  would  make  an  example  of 
them.  r,s  therefore  his  majefty’s  defire, 
that  you  fearch  into  the  truth  of  what  has 
paiiec.  on  tins  occafion,  with  all  poffible  ex- 
a  ne  s,  and,  tliat  by  the  firft  opportunity  you 

enaoie  me  to  give  him  a  particular  ac- 
count  of  the  whole. 

I  am  I.kewde,  by  the  king’s  command,  to 

V  ? °u  iaine  time,  oi  the  orders 

which  his  majefty  has  already  given  you 

leverai  times,  concerning  the  conduct  which 
you  are  to  obferve  with  refpedt  to  the  Eno-jiffi  • 
especially  in  whatever  relates  to  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  the  refpedive  colonies,  till  they  have 
been  finally  fettled.  At  the  fame  time,  that 
you  maintain  his  juft  rights  againft  all  attempts 
made  to  fubvert  them,  you  are  not  to  attempt 
vovinaf  any  dung  that  might  be  contrary  to  the 
i^gO'.s  oj  tne  itngiifh  ;  you  are  to  drew  them  all 
me  legend,  that  is  compatible  with  the  honour 
or  the  nation,  and  the  preiervation  of  its  poffef- 
fions  5  to  take  fpecial  care  that  the  officers 
wnom  you  ffiall  detach  to  the  ports  that  are’ 
m  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Engliffi  colonies 
conduct  themfelves  on  the  fame  principles :  and 
m  ffiort,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  may  give 

any 
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any  reafonable  ground  of  complaint  againft 
you.  His  Britannick  majefty  muft  have,  as 
I  told  you  before,  ordered  his  governors  to 
behave  in  the  fame  manner  towards  you., 
Tis  to  be  hoped  that  every  thing  will  pafs  on 
bodi  iides  agreeable  to  the  views  of  their  ma- 
jefties,  towards  maintaining  the  union  between 
both  nations.  I  ftill  repeat  it,  his  majefty  re¬ 
commends  to  you  to  do  nothing  that  may 
difturb  it.  I  am,  &c. 

Signed  Rouille. 

MEM  O  R I A  L  in  anfwer  to  the  complaints 
of  England,  and  given  the  i  fh  of  Sept. 
to  my  Lord  Albemarle  *. 

IN  the  anfwer  to  the  memorial  given  at 
Compeigne,  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle  to 
the  marquis  de  Puylieulx,  concerning  the  com  - 
plaints  exhibited  by  M.  Cornwallis,  governor 

of  Acadia;  notice  has  been  taken  of  two  things 
very  material. 

i .  That  with  refpeft  to  the  violent  proceed¬ 
ings  laid  to  tne  charge  of  the  French  officers 
by  this  governor,  and  to  rely  entirely  on  his  ex¬ 
position  alone,  was  not  equitable:  that  his 
majefly  would  caufe  an  account  to  be  given 
him  of  what  had  paffed,  and,  if  the  faifts 
complained  or,  ffiould  prove  true,  his  majefly 

*  exa<9:  account  was  received  at  that  time  of  what 
Jiao  palled  in  America. 
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would  not  hefitate  to  have  a  due  reparation 
made. 


2.  With  regard  to  the  principal  objedt, 
relative  to  the  limits,  that  his  majefty  was 
going  to  renew  the  moft  politive  orders  to 
the  marquis  de  ia  Jonquiere,  that  the  French, 
oi  his  government,  do  behave  in  every  re- 
fpeft,  in  the  manner  that  is  mod;  agreeable 
to  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting  between 
the  two  nations,  and  the  intentions  of  his 
majefty,  towards  eftablifhing  it  on  a  folid 
foundation :  in  hopes,  that  his  Britannic 
majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  give  reciprocal 
orders  to  the  governors  of  his  colonies,  that 
they  would  conduct  themfelves  on  the  fame 


principles. 

It  was  not  poffible  as  yet,  to  receive  the 
verification  which  his  majefty  has  commanded 
to  be  made.  But  fuch  letters  are  received  from 
the  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  M-  des 
Herbiers,  who  commands  at  Tlfle  Royal,  as 
will  enable  the  Britifh  minifters  to  be  them¬ 
felves  judges,  how  far  the  obfervations*  juft 
now  mentioned,  have  been  grounded. 

So  early  as  the  month  of  March,  M. 
Cornwallis  made  preparations  for  a  confi- 
d enable  armament,  and  he  even  fent  tor  that 
purpofe  to  Bofton,  to  defire  a  reinforcement 
of  part  of  the  militia  of  that  colony. 

Towards  the  month  of  April,  he  fhipped 
on  board  feveral  tranfports,  under  the  con~ 
voy  of  the  Albany  of  eighteen  guns,  tome 

troops 


/ 
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troops  with  fome  field  pieces,  command¬ 
ed  by  major  Lawrence,  in  order  to  attack 
the  chevalier  de  Lacorne,  a  captain  in  the 
troops  of  Canada,  in  the  ports  which  he 
held  on  the  continent,  to  make  tnemfclves 
mafters  of  the  ports,  and  compel  die  French 
inhabitants,  and  Indians,  to  fubmit  to  trie 
conditions,  which  he  would  think  proper  to 

impofe  on  them.  i 

The  apparatus  of  this  armament,  and  tnc^ 

menaces,  which  had  preceded  on  the  paic 
o-overnor  Cornwallis,  who  made  no  feci  ei  of 
his  project,  had  provoked  the  refentment  oi 
the  favages,  and  alarmed  the  very  inhabitants 
of  fome  parts  of  Acadia,  who  were  already 
frightened  at  the  innovations  and  propofals  oi 
this  governor ;  to  that  pitch,  that  the  veilcls 
having  come  to  an  anchor  in  a  haven  or  the 
French  bay,  called  Le  Grand  IVTarn  _,c  , 

and  one  of  them  having  feparated  from  the 
reft  and  advanced  towards  Beaubalfin,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place  refclved  on  abandon¬ 
ing  the  place,  and  the  favages  immediately 
fet"  fire  to  it.  This  affair  happened  the  cd  of 


May. 

The  fame  day  major  Lawrence  landed  the 
Eryvlph  troops  at  the  point  of  Beaufejour  on 
the  continent :  the  captain  ol  the  court  went 
to  fpeak  to  them  with  a  white  flag ;  repre- 
fented  to  them  how  thefe  lands  belonged  Jo 
France,  and  that  he  had  orders  not  to  fufifer 
them  to  remain  there . 

The 


- — — 
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The  Englifh  then  defired  to  /peak  with  the 
Trench  commandant:  the  chevalier  de  La- 
corne,  who,  having  had  an  account  of  their 
march,  was  come  to  this  place,  delired,  of 
himfelf,  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Englifh 
commander.  After  fome  parleys  among* the 
iubaltern  officers,  major  Lawrence  agreed  to 
the  conference,  and  the  chevalier  de  Lacorne 
went  halfway  to  meet  him. 

The  Englifh  commander  expreffed  to  the 
chevalier  de  Lacorne,  his  furprife  at  the  fire 
of  Beaubaffin,  and  at  finding  the  French  on 
Englifh  territories:  and  that  he  had  orders 
from  general  Cornwallis  to  defire  he  wouid 
evacuate  the  place,  and  that  it  was  adting  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and 
gooa  faith,  to  come  on  thele  grounds  and  to 

penuade  the  Indians  to  make  war  on  the 
Englifh. 

The  French  commandant's  anfwer  to  ma- 
jor  Lawrence  was,  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
furpiifed  at  finding  him  in  the  polls  which  he 
held,  inafrnuch  as  M.  de  la  jonquiere  had  ac¬ 
quainted  M.  Cornwallis  with  it )  that  it  was 
without  any  foundation  he  laid  the  motions 
of  the  Acadians  to  his  charge,  in  which  he 
had  no  more  fhare  than  in  the  fire  of  Beau- 
bafiin,  of  which  the  lavages  only  were  the 
authors.  As  for  the  reft,  he  had  orders  to 
fuffer  no  defcent  to  be  made  on  this  coalt  - 
which  belonged  to  France,  and  to  repel  fora 
by  force. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  the  two  commanders  parted, 
and  major  Lawrence  immediately  made  i 
fignal  to  his  troop  to  reimbark,  which  was 
executed. 

Such  are  the  eXadt  particulars  of  what 
palled  in  this  adventure,  on  the  occalion  of 
tvhich  M.  Cornwallis  thought  proper  to  be 
the  firlb  to  make  complaints.  They  agree 
with  what  he  has  himfelf  faid  concerning  the 
march  of  his  troops :  but  it  refults  therefrom, 
that  the  French  have  not  entered  the  peninfuia 
of  Acadia  as  it  had  been  advanced  5  that  they 
have  had  no  fhare  in  the  exceffes  committed 
by  the  Savages,  or  in  the  motions  of  the  Aca- 
dians ;  that  M.  Cornwallis  ought  to  aferibe 
them  folely  to  the  conduct  which  he  obferved 
towards  both  people,  and  that  it  is  with  great 
injuftice  he  lays  them  to  the  chame  of  the 
French. 

*  1  . 

What  is  here  advanced  in  relation  to  the 

conduct  of  that  governor,  they  are  not  igno¬ 
rant  of  in  London  ;  the  relation  of  it  having 
been  made  public  there.  ° 

The  difpofitions  and  object  of  M.  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  armament  were  inferted  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette  of  Bolton  in  New  England,  where  it 

was  confidered  as  an  a  &  of  hoftility  on  his 

part. 

Letters  from  Hallifax,  containing  not  only 
a  detail  of  all  the  preparations  made  for  this 
expedition,  hut  allb  tne  circumllances  of  an  ad- 
Vefttnre  which  had  preceded  in  the  interior  part 
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of  the  peninfula  between  fome  of  the  Englifh 
troops  and  fome  of  the  Savages,  appeared  in 
print  in  London  the  26th  of  laft  Auguft. 

Thefe  very  letters  are  an  evidence  of  ge¬ 
neral  Cornwallis’s  adting  as  in  an  open  and 
declared  war  againft  the  Savages,  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  his  government,  and  even 
againft  the  French,  who  are  the  king’s  fub- 
jedts. 

’Tis  moreover  known  it  was  a  genera!  re¬ 
port  in  that  country,  that  the  fame  governor 
was  to  form  more  enterprizes.  And  from  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  the  marquis  de  la  Jon- 
quiere  the  5th  of  May,  O.  S.  of  which  a  copy 
is  here  annexed,  ’tis  plain  his  difpofitions  were 
far  from  being  peaceable. 

The  king  is  entitled  to  expedl  from  the 
juftice  of  his  Britannick  majefty,  that  he  will 
be  pleafed  to  give  directions  that  M.  Cornwal¬ 
lis  do  behave  himfelf  with  more  moderation, 
and  in  a  manner  that  is  agreeable  to  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  two  crowns,  fo  as  peace  may  be 
maintained,  and  that  he  will  not  fuffer  him  to 
indulge  himfelf  in  adts  of  violence  fo  contrary 
to  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht,  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  com- 
miflion  eftablifhed  at  Paris. 

The  king  reiterates  his  afliirances  in  this  place, 
that  if  his  officers  were  guilty  of  enterpriles  of 
this  nature,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  it  in  order  to  repel  force  by  force,  his 
'majefty  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  puniffi 
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them  in  an  exemplary  manner.  He  has 
caufed  his  intentions  on  this  head,  to  be  both 
explained  and  renewed  to  them,  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  will  be  certainly  obeyed  :  It 
may  be  alfo  depended  on,  that  in  men  m.er- 
courfe  with  the  officers  of  his  Britann.c  ma- 
iefty,  they  will  never  fall  into  fuch  declama¬ 
tions  as  would  not  be  allowable,  even  in  cne 

bloodied  war.  _ 

It  is  left  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  to 
judge  of  the  dyle  of  M.  Cornwallis’s  letter 
to  M-  de  la  Jonquiere,  Dated 
May  £,  (O.  $.) 

We  ffiall  conclude  with  obferving  that 
M-  de  la  Jonquiere,  on  reception  of  the  king’s 
orders,  which  were  exchanged  lad  year  with 
thofe  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  for  the 
exchange  of  priloners,  has  immediately  caudd 
all  thofe  who  were  in  his  power,  to  be  put 
1  into  the  hands  of  an  Englifh  officer,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  government  of  New- York,  and 
given  the  mod  peremptory  orders  through¬ 
out  all  his  government  to  make  the  ranfom 
of  the  prifoners,  who  were  among  the  fa- 
vages,  as  eaiy  as  poffible  to  the  Englifh. 
In  order  to  thefe  operations,  he  has  not  even 
waited  to  have  the  fureties  which  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  require  of  the  Englifh 
governors.  And  from  thence,  the  Britiffi 
minidry  may  form  a  judgment  of  the  French 
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governor’s  private  difpofitions,  and  of  the  orders 
whicn  have  been  given  him  in  everything 
ie  ating  to  tne  union  of  both  nations. 

was  hoped,  the  Englifh  governors  would 
have  adted  with  the  fame  good  Faith,  and  the 
iame  exadtneis,  in  fending  back  the  French 
pnfoneis  ;  and,  it  is  not  doubted,  but 
t  e  couit  of  England,  will  at  all  events, 
m<nk  proper  to  give  frefh  orders,  relative 
tnereto,  to  prevent  all  complaints  on  this  fub- 
ject  hereafter. 

NUMBER  V. 

Extract  of  the  interrogatories  of  the  four  Eng- 
lnn  traders ,  taken  upon  the  territories  of 

TN  the  year  1 75 1,  and  the  j  pith  of  the 
•ft  monui  of  June,  oefore  Noon,  in  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  us,  the  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere 
commander  of  the  Royal  and  Military  "order 
of  St.  Lewis,  Chef  d’Efcadre  of  the  naval 
forces,  governor  and  lieutenant  general  for  the 
king,  of  all  New-France,  Me  Royal,  and  its 
appendages,  lands,  and  countries  of  Louifi- 
una  ;  being  prelent,  the  baron  de  Longueil, 
govtmoi  of  the  city  and  government  of 
Montreal,  and  M.  Varin,  commiflary  of  the 

p  *  J,he,fe  interrogatories  prove  that  the  governor  of 
Philadelphia  ufed  to  give  to  the  Englifh  traders,  millions 
to  tra flick  on  the  French  territories,  and  that  he  had  an 
emiimry  who  was  charged  to  make  prefents  to  the  fava- 
gds  of  ihdb  territories^  in  order  to  excite  them  t©  a  war, 

marine,* 
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marine,  and  head-magiftrate  of  the  fame  city ; 
in  our  cabinet  at  the  caftle  of  Vandreuil,  where 
we  live,  in  the  laid  city  of  Montreal . 

We  have  caul'ed  to  be  brought  before  us, 

four  Englilhmen,  &c. - Being  alibied 

by  Daniel  Jofeph  Maddox  an  Englilh  intrepre- 
ter,  duly  fworn,  maintained  by  the  king,  in 
order  to  ferve  us  in  the  faid  capacity,  whom 
we  have  fent  for,  in  order  to  interpret  the 
interrogatories ;  which  we  are  going  to  make 
to  the  faid  Englilh,  and  their  Anfwers.  To 
which  we  have  proceeded  feverally,  in  the 
following  manner. 

i .  Came  before  us  an  Englifhman,  to  whom 
we  gave  to  underhand  by  the  means  of  the 
laid  Maddox,  that  we  required  his  oath  to 
fay  the  truth,  which  he  took  immediately, 
laying  his  hand  on  his  bread:,  according  to  the 
laws  and  ufages  of  Great-Britain,  by  which  lie 
promifed,  and  fwore  he  would  fpeak  the  truth. 

Called  upon  to  declare  his  name,  firname, 
age,  profeflion,  town  of  his  birth,  of  his  reli- 
dence;  and,  on  what  government  it  de¬ 
pends. 

Anfwered,  That  his  name  was  Luke  Ir¬ 
win,  28  years  of  age,  that  he  is  a  travelling 
merchant,  a  native  of  Ireland,  an  inhabitant 
of  Philadelphia,  government  of  Pennfylvania. 

3.  Being  alked  how  long  he  has  been 
away  from  Pennfylvania,  where  he  went 
when  he  fet  out  from  thence,  and  where 
he  propofed  to  have  gone  to  ? 

Anfwered, 
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Anfwered,  That  he  does  not  precii'ely  re¬ 
member  the  day  of  his  departure,  but  that 
it  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  of  the  laft 
year ;  that  he  went  firft  to  the  village  of 
the  Chavanous  on  the  fair  river. 

2.  Being  aiked  in  whofe  company  he  was 
when  he  left  Peniylvania,  and  what  was  his 
defign,  &c. 

Anfwered,  That  he  was  in  company  with 
two  Englifh  merchants,  and  fix  indented  fer- 
vitors  of  the  fame  nation,  in  order  to  carry 
the  goods,  which  they  were  fupplied  with,  to 
the  favage  nations;  and,  that  their  defign 
was,  to  get  rid  of  them  immediately,  in  order 

to  make  their  whole  returns  in  furs* - That 

he  had  a  printed  licence  from  James  Hamble- 
ton,  governor  of  Philadelphia  ;  to  trade  gene¬ 
rally  every-where  among  the  friendly  Indians 
for  which  he  had  paid  fifty  {hillings  to  the  faid 
governor,  &c. 

3.  Being  afked,  whether  it  be  not  true, 
that  he  dealt  his  faid  goods  to  the  favage  na¬ 
tions,  who  have  taken  refuge  on  the  Fair 
river,  la  Roche  river,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  ?  Whether  he  has  given  them  at  a  low 
price,  perfuaded  them  they  were  finer,  and 
much  cheaoer  than  thofe  of  the  French  ? 

J. 

And  how  long  he  has  carried  on  this  trafiick 

O 

with  thefe  nations. 

Anfwered,  That  he  dealt  his  goods  to  the 
favage  nations  on  the  Fair  river,  la  Roche 
river  and  eyery  where  elfe  he  met  with  In¬ 
dians 
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dians  That  he  has  let  them  have  his  com¬ 
modities  very  cheap  in  exchange  for  their  furs } 
that  he  has  not  depreciated  the  French  goods, 
but  that  the  favages  themfelves  make  a  great 

difference  between  them. 

a.  Afked,  Whether  it  be  not  true,  that  the 

foregoing  years  and  this,  he  has  earned,  by 
order  of  the  governor  of  Philadelphia,  an 
at  the  expence  of  the  province,  me!  ages, 
firings  of  wampum,  Englifh  flags  and  hatchets 
to  the  faid  favage  nations,  together  with  con- 
fiderable  prefents,  and  a  quantity  of  rum, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  acknowledge  none 
but  the  Englifh,  to  infpire  them  with 
fentiments  of  hatred  towards  the  French, 
and  influence  them  to  their  deftrudion  :  pro- 
miflng  them  for  that  purpofe,  a  fum  of  money 
for  each  French  fcalp:  If  it  be  not  like- 
wife  true,  that  he  fpoke  the  Chevanon  lan¬ 
guage,  Chavaguaronne,  or  the  language  or 
the  Iroquois,  another  language  of  the  na¬ 
tions  on  the  White  river,  and  leveral  others  : 
and  if  in  confideration  of  this,  the  faid  governor 
has  not  lent  him  to  the  Fair  river,  la  Roche 
river,  and  other  places ;  in  order  to  execute- 

his  fchemes.  1 

Anfwered,  That  he  has  carried  to  the 

favage  nations,  fome  'wawpiiMt  hutchas^  and 

rum  to  entertain  them  with.  But,  that  he  has 

not  carried  them  from  the  governor,  either 

xnefages,  firings  of  wampum,  hatchets,  or 

prefents,  or  rum.  That  this  governor,  in 
*  order 
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order  to  carry  his  mejfages  to  the  nations, 
makes  life  oj  the  fieur  George  Crocquen , 
merchant ,  who  is  his  grand  interpreter ;  who 
has  always  with  him  a  Frenchman,  called 
Andrew  Montour,  by  origin  a  Canadian,  as  he 
heard  it  faid ;  who  attends  him  in  his  progrefs, 
among  all  the  favages,  whofe  languages  he 
fpeaks  to  perfection  ;  that  he  is  ignorant  as 
to  the  faid  Crocquen’s  being  now  among  the 
Indians ;  hut  he  knows ,  that  he  was  not  to 
delay  Jetting  out  after  him j elf,  by  order  of 
the  governor ,  to  carry  a  mejfage  to  the  Mic- 
fnacs,  and  all  the  other  nations :  That  his 
being  deputed,  was  owing  to  *  the  Micmacs 
having  been  laft  year,  with  the  faid  Crocquen 
at  Velkak,  where  he  has  a  houfe,  with  fix- 
teen  other  merchants,  in  order  to  defire 
that  he  would  receive  them.  And  that  the 
faid  Montour  was  going  to  allure  thefe  nations, 
on  behalf  of  the  faid  governor,  that  they 
fhould  meet  with  a  good  reception  from  the 
Englifh.  That  he  could  not  fay  whether  the 
orders  of  this  governor  were  to  influence  thefe 
nations  to  the  defiru&ion  of  the  French,  be- 
caufe  wnen  ne  came  away,  the  Micmacs  were 
not  then  arrived  at  Philadelphia;  and  that 
nothing  had  tranfpired  :  that  he  talks  Cha- 
vanon,  Chavagaronne,  and  feveral  other  In¬ 
dian  languages,  but  that  he  has  not  been  chofen 
to  be  the  bearer  of  the  governor’s  meffage. 

5.  Afked,  &c.  ° 

#  The  depofition  of  the  fourth  wrtnjfs,  proves  the 
faint y  of  this  excufe. 
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6.  Afked  if  it  is  not  true,  that  he  was 
on  the  pair  river  with  a  number  of  Englifh 
traders,  during  the  campaign  made  by  M.  de 
Celoron,  now  major  and  commandant  of  the 
Streight,  in  the  year  1749;  by  the  order  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Galiffioniere,  commander 
in  chief  of  all  New  France,  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies  ;  that  they  were  funamoned  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  territories  of  the  king  our 

o 

mailer  :  that  they  were  forbidden  to  return 
there;  and  that  the  faid  lieur  de  Celoron wrote 
a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Philadelphia,  to 
acquaint  him  what  he  had  done ;  and  to 
warn  him,  that  if  Englifh  traders  fhould 
re-appear  on  the  king’s  territories,  he  would 
not  be  anfwerable  to  him  for  the  confe- 
quences. 

Anfwered,  that  he  heard  mention  made  of 
the  campaign  of  M.  Celoron  on  the  Fair  River, 
the  prohibitions  which  he  made  to  the  Englilh 
traders,  and  the  letter  he  wrote  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Philadelphia.  But  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  obliged  to  conform  to  thefe  prohibi¬ 
tions,  and  that  he  conformed  himfelf  to  the 
terms  of  the  permiffion  which  was  given  him 
by  his  governor, 

Lefture  was  made  to  the  faid  Luke  Irwin 
of  the  prefent  interrogatories,  &c. 

Came  before  us  an  Englishman,  whom  we 
caufed  to  be  informed  by  the  faid  Maddox, 
that  we  required  his  oath  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
which  be  immediately  took,  his  hand  being 

O  on 
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on  his  bread  according  to  the  laws  and  ufages 
or  Great  Britain,  by  which  he  promifed  and 
fwore  he  would  fpeak  the  truth 

Called  upon  to  tell  us  his  name,  furname, 
age,  profeffion,  the  town  he  was  born  in, 
that  of  his  relidence,  and  to  what  government, 
it  belonged. 

Anfwered,  his  name  to  be  Jofeph  Fortiner, 
his  age  26,  that  he  was  a  hired  fervant,  a 
traveller,  bom  in  and  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Gerge,  belonging  to  the  government 
of  New  York. 

Interrogated  on  the  firft  interrogatory,  which 
was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  has  been  abfent  from 
Gerge  thefe  four  years  pad ;  that  he  has  kept 
the  mod  part  of  the  time  in  the  woods  :  that 
in  the  winter  he  ufed  to  retire  to  the  village  of 
Scaniris  belonging  to  the  government  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  j  that  he  has  been  with  the  Cheva- 
nons  of  the  Fair  River,  and  wherever  he  could 
carry  on  a  trade  with  the  Indian  natives. 

Interrogated  on  the  fecond  interrogatory 
which  was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  came  out  with  Michael 
Tede  with  an  intent  to  trade  with  the  favages ; 
that  he  hired  himfelf  to  the  faid  Tede,  in 
order  to  help  him  to  carry  down  his  goods  with 
his  horfes.  That  he  and  the- other  Englifhmen 
who  have  been  taken,  burnt  their  bills  of  parcels ; 
that  he  cannot  therefore  tell  us  to  what  value 
his  amounted  in  goods ;  that  he  had  them  from 

the 
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the  fame  man  that  fupplied  Luke  Irwin  ;  that 
he  had  a  licence  from  the  governor  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  which  he  left  in  his  cabin  in  the  villages 
belonging  to  the  nations,  called  in  Englifh- 
Vendack,  fituated  near  the  Chevanons. 

Being  interrogated  on  the  third  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  dealt  his  merchandizes 
to  the  nations  who  have  taken  refuge  on  the 
Fair  River,  and  in  the  neighbourhood ;  that 
he  never  offerred  to  depreciate  the  Frenh  goods 
in  the  prefence  of  the  favages,  but  that  they  faid 
they  preferred  dealing  with  the  Englifh,  becaufe 
their  goods  were  more  beautiful  and  cheaper 
than  thofe  of  the  French  ;  that  he  has  been 
but  four  years,  as  he  told  us,  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  thefe  nations. 


Being  examined  on  the  eighth  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  in  1749  he  was  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Sefkina  belonging  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  heard  mention 
made  of  M.  de  Celoron’s  campaign  on  the 
Fair  River,  and  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of 
what  relates  further  to  the  faid  interrogatory. 

Ledture  being  made  to  the  faid  Jofeph 
Fortiner  of  the  prefent  interrogatories  and  his. 
anfwers,  &c. 

Came  before  us  an  Englifhman,  to  whom 
we  gave  to  underftand,  by  means  of  the  faid 
Maddox,  that  we  required  his  oath  to  fpeak 
the  truth,  which  oath  he  took*.  &c. 

Called 
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Called  upon  to  tell  his  name,  &c. 

A  nfwered,  that  his  name  is  Thomas 
Bourke,  his  age  23,  that  he  is  a  traveller, 
a  native  of  Cork  in  Ireland,  and  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  village  of  Leinguefter  near  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Interrogated  on  the  firft  interrogatory,  which 
was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  it  is  almoft  eight  years  fines 
he  came  out  of  Ireland,  that  he  has  been 
away  from  his  village  only  thefe  ten 
months  paft ;  that  he  was  hired  to  John  Mar¬ 
tin,  an  .inglifh  trader  on  the  Fair  River,  that 
he  fet  out  with  two  more  fervitors  to  go 
and  trade,  at  three  leagues  from  Otfendofket, 
and  that  xrom  tiience  he  had  propofed  to  return 
home  to  Leinguefter. 

Examined  on  tiie  lecond  interrogatory. 

Anfwered,  that  his  company  conlifted  only 
of  the  two  Englifhmen,  or  whom  he  has  juft 
made  mention  ;  that  the  goods  he  had,  ‘in¬ 
cluding  the  horfes,  might  have  been  com¬ 
puted  worth  1 500  livres ;  that  he  had  left  the 
whole  at  a  fmall  river,  about  two  leagues  from 
where  the  b  atner  de  la  Richardie  has  wintered 
inthekeeping  or  two  Englifhmen  who  ran  away, 
leaving  all  behind  them  the  moment  they 
were  informed  of  their  arreft :  that  thefe  goods 
belonged  to  the  faid  Martin,  who  had  bought 
them  of  two  different  merchants  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  name  of  one  of  whom  is  Cliippe, 
thijt  he  had  a  permijjion  from  the  governor  of 

Phi  la- 
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Philadelphia,  and  that  he  has  left  it  at  the 
abovementioned  river,  with  the  goods. 

Examined  on  the  eighth  interrogatory,  &c. 
.Anfwered,  that  he  has  had  knowledge  of 
M.  de  Celoron’s  campaign  on  the  ran  K;ver, 
and  the  letter  which  he  wrote  the  governor  of 
Philadelphia  ;  that  it  was  given  to  the  fervitors 
of  George  Crocquen  firft  interpreter,  but  to  at 
he  knows  not  whether  it  has  been  delivere  . 

Ledum  being  made  to  the  faid  Thomas 
Bourke  of  the  prefent  interrogatories,  with  his 

anfwers,  &c.  f 

Came  before  us  an  Englifhman,  who  ^her 

having  made  oath,  &c. 

Called  upon  to  tell  us  his  name,  furname, 

age,  &c.  _  - 

Anfwered,  that  his  name  is  George  I  athon, 

that  he  is  20  years  of  age,  a  merchant  trading 

withthelndians,  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Wei- 

lenfthon,  in  the  government  of  Philadelphia. 

Interrogated  on  the  firft  interrogatory  which 

was  read  to  him  word  lor  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  fet  out  from  \  v  lllentthon 
the  24th  of  Auguft  of  laft  year,  Engnfh  oyie, 
that  he  went  to  the  Micmacs  on  La  Ivocne 
river,  thirty  leagues  from  the  fort  01  tn<— 
Micmacs,  as  he  tiimks,  with  an  intent  to  ti  acL 

with  thefe  favages. 

Examined  on  the  fecond  interrogatory  whica 
was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  That  he  had  two  fervants  with 
him,  and  was  in  the  company  of  an  Englifh 

merchant, 
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merchant,  who  had  five.  That  they  all  came 
together  to  the  river  of  la  Roche,  where Ty 
met  with  fifty  Englilh  merchants  or  fervitorf 

of  wh  ’  h  t  iC  Can”j  °f  *e  Micmacs,  the  chief 
,  ■  ’  ls.  calIcd  the  lJamfd ;  that  thefe 

cabins  are  ,n  a  fort ;  that  he  had  to  the  a- 
mount:  of  feven  thoufand  livres  worth  of  goods 
and  thathe  came  out  provided  with  a  permiffion 
from  the  governor  of  Philadelphia  #  for  which 

ht  lTkTdVu-pay.apiftoIe-  This  Permiffion 

he  ieft  behind  him  in  his  box  in  his  cabin  at 

the  faid  Micmacs. 

Interrogated  on  the  third  tinterrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word .  3 

Anfwered,  that  he  dealt  out  his  goods  to 
tne  Indians,  who  have  taken  refuge  on  the 
Fair  river,  la  Roche  river,  and  the  parts  ad¬ 
jacent.  That  it  was  the  fir  ft  time  of  his  ^o- 
ing  to  la  Roche  river  j  that  he  carried  on  his 
trade,  exhibiting  his  merchandize,  and  agree¬ 
ing  a  out  the  price  with  the  lavages,  without 
any  intent  to  depreciate  the  French  goods. 

remind  Permiffion>  *  is  neceffarv  t. 

ren  md  °ur  readers,  that  they  are  fo  many  infringement* 

of  the  laws  of  trade  founded  on  the  treaties.  The  ra¬ 
vages  having  no  territory,  may  freely  trade  in  all  the 
countries,  Englilh  as  well  as  French,  as  to  the  Euro¬ 
pean  nations,  none  can  trade  with  the  favages,  but  on 
its  own  territory.  Thefe  letters  of  the  Engiilh  o-over- 
nors,  given  to  traders,  authorifmg  them  to '’trade  In  the 
countries  which  France  is  in  poiTeffion  of,  are  therefore, 
lo  many  encroachments  ;  thefe  Englilh  traders  carried 

on  a  Iheer  counterband  trade,  by  the  permiffion  of  their 
governor. 


Inter- 
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Interrogated  on  the  fourth  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  foi  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  has  only  heard  it  faid, 

*  That  the  governor  of  Philadelphia  had  given 

*  into  the  hands  of  George  Crocquen,  great 
‘  interpreter,  merchandizes  to  the  value  of 

j  about  a  thoufand  piftoles  tor  the  favages. 
That  he  ranges  the  woods  in  company  with 
the  faid  Mantour,  a  French  Canadian,  in 
order  to  diipofe  of  them  to  the  refugee  nations 
of  the  Fair  river  and  that  of  la  Roche,  and  in 
particular  to  the  Micmacs ;  and  that  he  can 
fay  nothing  further  as  to  the  other  fads  con¬ 
tained  in  the  faid  interrogatory :  denies  his 
underftanding  any  favage  language. 

Afked,  if  it  be  not  true  that  he  has  been 
arrefted  in  the  fort  of  the  Micmacs  by  or-der 
of  M.  de  Villiers,  who  commands  at  the  faid 
fort ;  and  that  he  went  thither  with  an  intent 
to  difpofe  of  his  merchandize, 

Anfwered,  that  he  went  to  the  fort  of  the 
Micmacs,  upon  the  favages  telling  him  the 
French  would  be  glad  to  fee  him ;  that  he 
was  furprifed  at  being  arrefted  in  the  faid 
fort ;  that  he  wanted  to  purchafe  there  a  gun 
and  fome  tobacco,  and  that  he,  on  that  account 
had  brought  with  him  five  filk  caps,  a  piece 
of  common  holland,  and  twelve  fuk  handker¬ 
chiefs;  and  that  the  whole  was  feized  by 
the  fieur  de  Viliiers,  as  alfo  his  horfe  ;  that  his 
boots  and  portmanteau,  where  his  cloat'ns 

were,  was  left  in  an  Indian  cabbin,  trout 

whence 
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whence  they  were  to  have  been  fent  to  him 

to  the  Detroit ;  but,  that  fince  he  has  had  no 
account  of  them  :  he  further  fays,  that  another 
none  ox  his,  mounted  by  a  favage,  who  ferved 
him  by  way  of  guide;  was  alfo  feized. 

Afhed,  it  it  be  not  true,  that  when  he  de¬ 
termined  to  go  to  the  French  fort  of  the 
Micmacs,  he  made  prefents :  or,  that  prefents 
were  made  by  fome  body,  to  the  Refugee 
nations  of  the  Fair  river,  or  river  la  Roche  • 
m  order  to  extract  a  promife  from  them,  that 
il  he  was  attacked,  or  flopped,  they  would 
take  vengeance  for  it. 

Anfweied,  and  denied  the  faid  interroga¬ 
tory,  in  all  its  contents. 

Interrogated  ii  it  be  not  true,  that  the 
goods,  which  were  feized  at  la  Croix,  within 
twenty  leagues  of  the  fort  of  the  Micmacs, 
elonged  to  Inin  ;  and  that  they  are  the  fame 
tn.it  aie  mentioned  in  the  verbal  procefs  of  the 
feur  Montigny,  an  officer,  dated  the  2d  of 

December,  175®)  °f  which  we  caufed  lecture 
to  be  made  to  him. 

Anfwered,  that  he  left  his  goods  at  la 
Cioi..,  that  he  acknowledges  thole  mentioned 
in  the  verbal  procefs  to  be  of  the  fame  fort 
with  his,  but  in  a  much  lefs  quantity;  that 
xor  toe  left,  he  does  not  know  whether  his 
fervitors  have  carried  off  the  reft,  when  they 
ran  away,  or  what  is  become  of  them 

Interrogated  on  the  eighth  interrogatory 
which  whs  read  to  him  word  for  word 

Anfwered,, 
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Anfwered,  that  he  was  not  at  the  Fair 
river  in  1749,  but  that  he  heard  mention  , 
made  of  M.  Celeron  s  campaign  on  that  ri¬ 
ver  in  the  fame  year  ;  and  the  prohibitions  lie 
made  to  the  English  traders,  lhat  he  alfo 
heard,  the  faid  Celoron  wrote  to  the  governor 
of  Philadelphia  on  that  occalion  ;  but  that  he 
heard  at  the  fame  time  that  this  letter  was  not 
delivered  to  him;  that  the  aforenamed  Croc- 
quen  interpreter-general  tore  it,  in  order  to 
conceal  the  knowledge  of  it  from  him,  and 
to  prevent  his  making  any  inhibitions  in  con- 
quence  thereof. 

Ledture  being  made  to  John  Patton  of  the 
prefent  interrogatories  and  his  anfwers,  and 
being  called  upon  to  declare  if  he  will  alter, 
retrench  from,  or  add  to  his  anfwers ;  fays 
they  contain  the  truth,  that  he  adheres  to 
them  ;  but  notwithstanding  adds  that  the  faid 
interpreter-general  Crocquen,  has  at  all  times 
endeavoured  to  influence  the  Indians  to  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  the  French ;  and  that  at  laid  by  the 
dint  of  prefents  he  fucceeded  in  procuring  the 
maflfacre  of  five  of  them  in  the  upper  countries ; 
that  all  thefe  fteps  were  interrefted  and  taken 
with  a  view  to  engrofs  the  whole  trade,  and 
that  the  French  might  be  deterred  from  trad¬ 
ing  with  the  Indians.  That  with  regard 
to  the  letters  which  M.  de  Celeron  wrote  to 
the  governor  of  Philadelphia,  three  of  them 
were  intercepted  by  the  faid  Crocquen  :  left 
if  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  all  his  pro  - 
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ceedings  *  he  ftiould  not  fuffer  him  to  go  a- 
mong  the  Savages,  and  has  figned  with  us  at 
every  page.  As  alfoM.  the  baron  de  Longueil, 
M.  Varin,  the  faid  Maddox,  interpreter,  and 
our  fecretary.  Thus  have  iigned  John  Patton 
D.  J.  Maddox,  la  Jonquiere,  Longueil,  Va-. 
tin,  and  St  Saveur,  fecretary. 


NUMBER  VI. 


Warning  fent  by  the  order  of  M.  de  Contrecceur 
captain  of  one  of  the  Independent  companies 
of  the  Marine  detachment ;  commander .  in 
chief  of  his  majeftys  troops  on  the  fair  River, 
to  the  commandant  of  thtfe  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  carried  by  M.  le  Mercier , 
April  1 6,  1754. 


Sir, 


Nothing  can  equal  the  furprife  I  am  in 
at  your  attempting  a  Settlement  on 
the  territories  of  the  king  my  mafter;  and 
this  is  what  induces  me  to  depute  to  you, 
the  chevalier  le  Mercier  captain  of  ca- 
noniers,  bombardiers,  commandant  of  the 
artillery  of  Canada ;  that  I  may  be  informed 
by  yourfelf  Sir,  by  virtue  of  what  order  you 
are  come  to  fortify  yourfelf  on  the  dominions 
of  the  king  my  mafter.  This  procedure  ap- 


*  This  has  been  added,  in  order  to  juftify  the  gover¬ 
nor,  it  has  been  feen  higher  that  this  gentleman  had 
given  to  the  value  of  a  thoufand  piftoles  of  merchan¬ 
dize  to  Crocquen,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  Savages* 


pears 


■  •  ‘-v.  ■■ 
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conteftiblv  to  the  moft  Chriflian  king. 

Sir,  I  have  been  affured,  that  your  en¬ 
croachment  has  been  concerted  on  y  y  “• 
company  which  had  more  the  interefts  of  its 
trade  in  view,  than  the  prefervation  of  the 
union  and  harmony  that  fubfift  between  the 
two  crowns,  of  France  and  Great  Britain . 
although  the  prefervation  of  it  be  of  as  much 
importance,  to  your  nation  as  it  is  to  ours. 

'  Sir,  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  you  are  come 
here  provided  with  orders,  I  gw®  you  t 
warnihg,  in  the  name  of  die  king  my  malter, 
by  virtue  of  the  orders  which  I  have  from  my 
o-enerai  for  that  purpofe ;  to  withdraw  peace¬ 
ably  with  your  troops  from  the  king  s  terri¬ 
tories  ;  and  not  to  return  ;  otherwife  my  duty 
will  oblige  me  to  compel  you  thereto,  i 
hope  fir,  you  will  not  defer  an  inftant  to 
comply  with  this,  (and  that  you  will  not  lay 
me  under  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  the  lait 
extremeties  1)  in  which  cafe  fir,  you  may  be 
affured  I  will  give  orders  that  no  harm  ihall 

be  done  you  by  my  detachment. 

I  am  to  tell  you  beforehand  fir,  tnat  it 
will  be  in  vain  to  requeft  an  hour’s  delay, 
or  that  I  will  confent  to  your  waiting  foi  the 


P  2 


orders 
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orders  of  your  governor  s  he  has  none  to  give 

Tho tl°Tr0uS  °f  the  kin§  my  ntaS 

i  “  vkick  *  have  received  from  my  gene- 

,3!\  tkeTrUe  1  muft  condudl  myfelf  by- 
and  which  I  muft  not  deviate  from.  '  7 

0n  ,the  contrary  it  fhould  fo  happen 
tnat  have  no  orders,  and  that  you  are 
,  come  only  to  trade :  ]  am  forry  I  Juft  tell 
70U>  tiiat  *  hiall  be  under  a  neceflity  of  feiz- 

Conlll'catln§  your  goods  to  the 
Sj  the  Sava§es>  our  children,  allies  and 
1  you  have  no  right  to  carry  on  any 

contraband  trade.  y  V 

i  his  was  the  reafon  fir,  why  we  arrefted 
]  .  year  two  Englilhmen  who  traded  on  our 

ten  nones.  As  for  the  reft,  my  mafter  in- 
dcs  only  on  what  is  his  right;  his  intention 
is,  in  no  ways  to  difturb  the  good  harmony 
and  the  friendship,  which  fubfift  between 
his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

The  general  of  Canada  can  give  proofs  of 
is  concurrence,  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
pence!  union  which  fubftfts  between  thefe 
two  fnenmy  princes ;  inafmuch  as  being  in- 
°J  C  Jat/°me  Iroquois  and  Nepiffingues 
°  lake  of  two  mountains,  had  ftruck 
ane  deftroyed  an  Englilh  family  towards  Ca- 
loiina  *  he  caufed  the  palfage  to  be  flopped, 
ana  ccrnpeiled  them  to  furrender  him  a  little 
b°y  or  hiis  family,  who  was  the  only  livino- 
one  of  it ;  and  M,  Ulrick,  who  was  then 

charged 


(  io9  ) 

charged  with  a  negotiation  at  Montreal, 
brought  him  with  him  back  to  Bolton, 

He  has  moreover,  forbidden  the  Savages 
to  praftice  their  ufual  barbarities  on  the  Eng- 
lilh  with  whom  we  are  in  friendfhip. 

Sir,  I  might  make  ufe  of  bitter  complaints, 
againft  the  mitigations  employed  all  laft  win¬ 
ter  to  prevail  on  the  Savages  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  and  ftrike  us,  while  we  make  it 
our  ftudy  to  preferve  peace, 

I  am  well  aware  fir,  of  the  polite  manner 
with  which  you  will  receive  M.  le  Mercier, 
as  well  on  account  of  his  errand  as  his  dif- 
tinftion  and  perfonal  merit.  I  expedt  you 
will  fend  him  back  to  me  with  one  of  your 
officers,  who  is  to  bring  me  a  precife  aniwer, 
ligned  by  yourfelf. 

As  you  have  fome  Savages  with  you  fir,  I 
have  lent  along  with  M.  le  Mercier,  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  that  they  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  my  intentions  in  regard  to  them, 

I  am,  &c. 

Done  in  the  camp,  Signed 

April  1 6,  1754. 

CoNTRECOEUR. 
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A  Copy  of  tbe  orders  given  to  M.  de  fumon - 
ville  by  M.  Contrecceur,  May  23,  1754. 

A 

E,  captain  of  the  company  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  marine,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  party  on  the  Fair  river ;  the 
forts  of  du  Quefne,  prefque  Iile,  and  the  river 
Beeves. 

The  fieur  de  Jumonville,  enfign  in  the 
troops,  is  hereby  commanded  to  fet  out  im¬ 
mediately  with  an  officer,  three  cadets,  a  vo¬ 
lunteer,  an  Engliffi  interpreter,  and  twenty- 
eight  men  ;  and  proceed  to  reconnoitre  till  he 
comes  to  the  highlands.  He  is  to  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Mononghela  in  wheel-car¬ 
riages  till  he  comes  to  the  earth oufe  :  after  this 
he  is  to  march  till  fuch  time  as  he  ffiall  find  out 
the  road,  communicating  with  that  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  Engliffi. 

The  Savages  give  out  that  the  Engliffi 
are  marching  to  attack  us,  which  we  cannot 
give  credit  to,  we  being  in  peace.  But  if  con¬ 
trary  to  expectation  it  ffiould  fo  happen,  that 
the  fieur  de  Jumonville  dilcovered  any  mo¬ 
tions  the  Engliffi  were  making  on  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  king’s  dominions  ;  he  is  to 
repair  thither,  and  deliver  them  the  meffiage 
which  we  commit  to  his  charge, 

We 


(  in  ) 

We  command  him  in  fuch  cafe  to  difpatch 
to  us  before  he  delivers  his  warning  a  quick 
runner,  to  acquaint  us  with  what  he  has  dif— 
covered  >  the  day  he  ex  pedis  to  deliver  the 
meflage,  and  as  foon  as  he  has  delivered  it  to 
make  what  hafte  he  poffibly  can  to  bring 
us  the  anfwer. 

If  the  lieur  de  Jumonville  fhould  hear  it 
reported  that  the  Englifh  are  going  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountain  #  he  is  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  beyond  the  high  grounds,  it  not  being 
our  intention  to  difturh  them ;  and  being 
defirous  to  preferve  the  union  fubfifting  be¬ 
tween  the  two  crowns. 

We  recommend  to  the  fieur  de  Jumonville 
that  he  will  be  on  his  guard  againfi:  all  fur- 
prife,  as  well  from  the  Savages  as  the  Englifh. 
If  he  fhould  meet  with  any  Savages,  he  is 
to  tell  them  he  is  walking  out  to  fee  what 
pafles  on  the  king’s  territories,  and  inform 
himfelf  of  the  different  roads,  and  he  is  to 
give  them  inftances  of  friendfhip. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  fort  du 

Quefne,  May  23,  1754. 

CoNTRECOEUR. 

A  copy  of  the  warning  of  which  M-  de 
Jumonville  was  bearer. 

*  The  Apalachean  Mountains. 

Warning 


-  TV*  > 


Warning  which  the  fieur  de  yumonville,  officer 
oj  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  s  troops  will 
give  to  the  commandant  of  the  Engliffi 
troops ,  if  he  do  meet  with  any  on  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  king's  dominion. 

Sir, 

IH  A  V  E  been  already  informed  by 
the  favages,  that  you  were  advancing 
openly  with  an  armed  body  of  forces  into 
the  king’s  territories.  Although  I  could  not 
give  any  credit  to  fuch  a  report,  yet  as  I  ought 
not  to  negledt  any  means  whereby  I  may  be 
rightly  informed,  I  detach  the  fieur  de  Ju- 
monville,  that  he  may  fee  if  there  be  any 
fuch  thing,  and  in  cafe  he  do  meet  with  you 
on  the  king’s  territories,  that  he  may  warn 
you  in  the  king’s  name,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
orders  which  I  have  for  that  purpofe  from 
my  general,  to  retire  peaceably  with  your 
troops ;  otherwife  you  will  lay  me,  fir,  un¬ 
der  the  necefiity  of  compelling  you  thereto, 
and  ufing  all  the  means  for  that  purpofe, 
which  fhall  appear  moft  effectual,  and  con¬ 
fident  with  the  honour  of  the  king’s  arms. 
The  fale  of  the  lands  of  the  Fair  river  gives 
you  fo  forry  a  title  that  I  fhall  be  obliged, 
fir,  to  repell  force  by  force. 

I  mud  tell  you  beforehand,  that  if  after 
this  warning  which  is  the  lad  1  fhall  give 

you. 
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you,  any  ad:  of  hoftility  ffiall  enfue,  you  mu  ft 
be  refponfible  for  it :  It  being  our  intention  to 
preferve  the  union  which  fubfifts  between  two 
princes  infriendfhip.  Whatever  be  yourdeiigns, 
fir,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  give  M.  de-  jumon- 
ville  all  the  inftances  of  regard  which  this 
officer  deferves,  and  that  you  w;ll  lend  him 
back  to  me  immediately  that  I  may  be  in¬ 
formed  of  your  intentions.  I  am,  &c. 

i 

At  the  camp  of 

fort  du  Quefne,  Signed  Contrcccsur . 

May  23,  1754. 

A  letter  wrote  by  M.  de  Contreccrur  the  2  d  of 
June  1754,  to  the  Marquis  du  Quefne. 

% 

Sir, 

SINCE  the  letter  which  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  write  you  the  30th  of  laft  May, 
wherein  I  told  you  that  1  expefted  M.  de 
Jumonville  within  four  days :  I  have  been  juft 
informed  that  this  party  lias  been  taken  and 
cut  off  to  the  number  of  eight  men,  of  whom, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Indians,  M.  de 
Jumonville  is  one.  One  Monceau,  a  Cana¬ 
dian,  who  has  made  his  efcape,  fays,  that  in 
order  to  flicker  themfelves  from  the  heavy 

j 

rains,  they  built  themfelves  cabins,  where  they 
lay  the  whole  night.  The  next  morning, 
about  feven  o’clock,  they  faw  themfelves  fur- 
rounded  by  feme  Englifh  on  one  fide,  and 

Cy.  lavages 
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lavages  on  the  other :  they  received  from  the 
Englifli  two  difcharges,  from  the  lavages 
none.  M.  de  Jumonville  delired,  by  the 
help  of  an  interpreter,  that  they  would  give 
over  firing,  as  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to 
them.  They  gave  over  ;  upon  which  M.  de 
Jumonville  cauled  the  warning  to  be  read  to 
them,  which  I  cauled  to  be  drawn  up  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  might  withdraw,  and  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  copy. 
While  it  was  reading,  the  faid  Monceau  law 
all  our  people  coming  clofe  to  M-  Jumonville, 
fo  as  to  forma  plattoon  between  the  Englilh and 
the  favages.  Monceau  took  this  opportnnity 
to  get  oft',  and  to  make  the  heft  of  his  way 
through  the  woods,  and  thus  arrived  partly 
by  land  and  the  reft  in  a  little  canoe  on  Mo- 
nonghela  river. 

This  is,  fir,  all  I  could  learn  from  Monceau. 
The  misfortune  is,  that  our  people  have  been 
iurprifed  the  Englilh  had  difcovered  them, 
and  were  upon  them  before  our  people  had 
feen  them. 

/  receive  this  inftant,  fir,  a  letter  from  M. 
de  la  Chavegnerie,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
fend  you,  you  will  fee  by  it,  that  we  have  cer¬ 
tainly  loft  eight  men,  of  whom  M.  de  Jumon¬ 
ville  is  one.  The  favages,  who  were  prefent 
at  dais  addon,  fay  that  he  was  killed  while  he 
liftened  to  the  reading  of  the  ’warning .  He 
was  Ihot  in  the  head ;  after  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftrike  :  intending  to  deftroy  all  our 
people.  The  favages,  who  were  prelent, 

,  '  threw 
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threw  themfelves  between,  and  flopped  the 
Englilh ;  otherwife  they  had  all  been  cut  oft. 
Meil'.  Drouillon  and  la  Force,  are  made  p ri- 
foners.  We  are  not  yet  informed  whether 
Meff.  de  Boucherville  and  du  Sable,  both 
cadets,  are  of  the  number  of  the  eight  who 
have  been  flain.  This  is  the  account  which 

we  had  from  the  lavages.  . 

I  believe,  fir,  you  will  be  furprifed  at  the 
bafe  proceedings  of  the  Englilh,  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  ambailadors  to  alTaffinate  them,  is 
what  has  been  never  known  among  the  leaf! 
civilized  nations.  The  nations  are  fo  much 
provoked  at  it,  that  they  have  defired  my  leave 
to  ftrike  the  Englilh.  My  great  comerade 
is  a  Goyogwin  chief,  whom  1  lent  to  nold  a 
council  in  his  village  upon  the  blow  which 
has  been  given  us. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Englilh  are  in 
march  with  an  army  of  five  thoufand  men  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  report  of  the  favages,  who  alio 
allure,  that  their  vanguard  is  always  compofed 
of  fix  hundred  men,  and  that  they  are  making 
a  great  road  for  the  eafier  tranfpoiting  of  their 
heavy  cannon.  As  I  have  certain  advice  of 
the  Englilh  being  on  their  march,  I  write 
word  to  M-  Pean,  to  ufe  all  poflible  fpeed  in 
bringing  up  the  provifions;  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  fend  us  three  hundred  men,  either  by 
land  or  water.  I  alio  write  to  M.  de  Carque- 
ville,  in  cafe  M.  Pean  be  not  at  Tiadokoum, 


' 
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l?  r0me, Wlth  the  fame  number  of  men  that  T 
dchre  of  jyj.  Pean.  1 

Jrf  1  ?mitted  Procuring  this  intelligence, 
i  /  ,  mnortimately  coil  our  people  their 
Uertvand  lives,  the  Englifl,  would  live  made 
aPPr°aches  without  being  difcovered  - 
whereas  now  we  caution  ourfelves  again*  anJ 

J-JJ  may  happen.  We  are  told  the 

Jf  .t17  IS  ltl!  J  d,ftance>  and  that  they 

5Tk  n V"  y**1*?  a  moon  to  arrive  here. 
1 nkevyne  find  that  they  fortify  Tanariffon, 

towards  the  fource  of  Mononghela  river.  This 

Jo  the  ufcourle  of  the  favages,  who  alfo  give 

have  ten  ChicJas  , 
^.y^-uaas  of  thofe  who  are  neareft  to 
i.  -cir  colonies,  and  an  hundred  men  of  the 

nauon  or  Legs,  all  enemies  to  the  nations  on 
•ms  river  wn°  are  greatly  exafperated  at  it. 

,  tne  Enghih  defign  to  come  and 

buJid  a  ort>  a  Dout  half  a  league  above  us 
anotner  at  a  good  half  league  below  us,  that 
is  to  fay,  at  the  little  rock  j  and  a  third  at  fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  acres  from  this  place,  along 
tae  nver  Mononghela,  on  die  fame  fide  with 

US. 

I  will  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 

with  every  thing  that  fhall  happen,  as  often 
as  i  am  able,  &c. 


N  U  M  BE  R 


•  *  • 

, 
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number  yiii. 

Major  Wajhingtori s  journal. 


t  HE  3 1  ft  of  March  I  received  a  co 
Jfp  fion  from  his  excellency  tne  governor 
fa)  dated  the  1  5th,  appointing  me  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Virginia,  of 
which  joftiua  Fry,  efq;  is  colonel,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  take  the  troops,  then  quartered  at 
Alexandria,  under  my  command,  and  to  lead 
them  on  to  the  Ohio,  in  order  to  affift  captain 
Trent  in  eredting  forts,  and  defending  the 
poffeffions  of  his  Majefty  againft  the  en¬ 
croachments  (  b  )  and  hoftilities  of  the 
French. 

2d  April.  Every  thing  being  got  ready  a- 
greeable  to  our  orders,  we  began  our  maren 
with  the  companies  of  foot  commanded  by 
captain  Peter  Hog,  and  captain  lieutenant 
Jacob  Vembraan,  five  fubakern  officers,  two 
ferjeants,  fix  corporals,  a  drummer,  and  an 
hundred  and  twenty  foldiers ;  a  ferjeant-major, 
a  Swedifh  gentleman  voluntier,  two  waggons, 
guarded  by  a  lieutenant,  a  ferjeant,  a  corpo¬ 
ral,  and  twenty- five  men. 


(a)  M.  Dinwiddle,  governor  of  Virginia. 

( b )  Thefe  encroachments,  Sec,  conhfted  in  defending 
this  country  againft  the  invafion  of  the  Englifh,  and  in 
fununoning  thefe  people  to  retire. 


(  n8  ) 

We  fet  out  from  the  town  on  Tuefday  at 
noon,  and  we  encamped  about  four  miles 
trom Cameron,  after  having  marched  fix  miles. 

From  the  3d  of  April  till  the  19th  of  the 
fame  month,  this  journal  contains  only  the 
march  of  the  troops,  and  the  junction  of  a 
detachment  brought  by  capt.  Stephens. 

The  19th  we  met  an  exprefs,  who  was 
charged  with  letters  from  capt.  Trent  on  the 
Ohio,  requiring  that  a  reinforcement  might  be 
lent  him  with  all  the  expedition  poffible,  he 
having  had  notice  that  a  body  of  eight  hundred 
French  was  hourly  expedted.  I  waited  at  Job 
Pearfal’s  for  the  troops,  which  came  up  the 
next  day.  On  receiving  the  exprefs  above- 
mentioned,  I  difpatched  a  courier  to  colonel 
Fry,  in  order  to  give  him  notice  thereof. 

The  20th  I  went  down  to  colonel  Crefan’s, 
where  I  difpofed  the  detachment  in  a  proper 
order  ;  and  in  my  way  1  was  informed  of  the 
fort’s  being  taken  by  the  French.  This  news 
was  confirmed,  two  days  after,  by  captain 
Trent’s  enfign,  M.  Wart,  who  was  obliged  to 
furrender  himfelf  to  a  body  of  above  a  thou- 
fand  French,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Contrecoeur,  who  was  come  from  Venango 
(in  French  the  Frefq  file )  with  fixty  battoes 
three  hundred  canoes,  and  eighteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  were  erected  into  a  battery 
facing  the  fort,  and  then  fummoned  him  to 
withdraw. 


M.  W art 
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M.  Wart  informed  me  likewife,  that  the 
lavages  perfifted  on  their  firm  attachment  to 
our  interefts.  He  had  brought  with  him  two 
young  men  of  the  Mingo  nation,  that  tncy 
might  have  the  fatisfadtion  to  fee  that  we  were 
marching  with  troops  to  their  afli fiance. 

He  alio  delivered  me  the  following  mefiage, 
which  was  fent  me  by  the  Half  King  (c). 
April  1 8,  1754,  at  the  fort  oj  the  Ohio. 

The  Half  Kings  fpeech .  A  belt  for .  the  go¬ 
vernor  oj  Virginia  and  Penfylvania. 

BRothers,  the  Englilh,  the  bearer  will  let 
1  you  know  how  we  have  been  ufed  by 
the  French.  We  expedted  a  long  while  they 
would  come  and  fixike  us ;  we  now  fee  how 
they  propofe  to  behave  towards  us  (d)  \  we 
are  ready  to  (trike  them  even  this  moment ; 
and  we  wait  only  for  your  afilftance.  Take 
courage  and  come  as  foon  as  ’tis  pofjible,  and 
you  will  find  us  as  well  difpofed  to  jlrike  them 
as  you  are  yourf elves. 


( c )  This  is  an  Indian  chief,  on  whom  the  Englilh  had 
conferred  this  title  of  Half  King,  and  whom  they  greatly 
animated  againft  the  French. 

(d)  This  is  a  confeffion  with  a  witnefs,  of  the  good- 
nefs  with  which  the  French  treated  the  rebell  lavages. 
Thefe  expected  to  be  profecuted  :  aftonifhed  at  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  the  French,  they  form  a  profpedt  of  attack¬ 
ing  them,  and  communicate  this  rdolution  to  the 
Englifii. 


\ 


(  i20  ) 

We  have  fent  thefe  two  young  men  in  order 
to  lee  u  you  are  ready  to  come  ;  and  in  that 
cafe  tney  will  return  to  us,  and  we  will  give 
notice  where  you  are  ;  that  we  may  have 
it  in  our  power  to  join  you,  we  could  wifh, 
it  polhole,  mat  the  troops  of  the  two  provinces 
met  at  the  fort  on  the  road.  If  you  don’t 
come  to  our  affi fiance  now,  we  are  utterly 
undone:  and  I  believe  we  fhall  nevermore  be 
able  to  come  together.  J  fpeak  it  in  the 
deepeft  concern  of  my  heart. 

A  firing  of  Wampum, 

The  Half-King  addreffed  this  Ipeech  to  me 
in  perlon.  ' 

I  aiT1  ready,  it  you  think  it  proper  to  go 
with  thefe  two  young  men  to  the  two  gover¬ 
nor ;  for  I  can  no  longer  rely  on  thole  who 
have  fo  long  been  gone  and  are  not  returned, 
nor  have  fent  any  me  13a re. 

A  firing. 

April  23.  A  council  was  held  at  Wills 
Creek,  in  order  to  concert  meafures  relative 
to  the  news  brought  by  M.  Wart. 

Examination  being  'made  of  the  news 
brought  by  enfign  Wart,  and  the  fummons 
lent  by  captain  Contrecceur,  commander  of 
the  French  troops:  the  meliages  of  the  half 
King,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  fix  nations, 
being  perilled,  it  appears,  that  M.  Wart  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  aforefaid  fort  the 
17th  infant  to  the  French,  whofe  number 
amounted  to  above  a  thoufand  men,  with  eigh- 

teen’ 
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ifeen  pieces  of  artillery  (e),  fome  of  which  were 
nine  pounders,  which  was  the  lefs  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  as  the  detachment  of  the  Virginia 
regiment,  amounting  to  a  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  commanded  by  colonel  Washington, 
had  orders  to  reinforce  captain  Trent  >  al]d 
that  thus  the  garrifon  of  the  faid  fort  con- 
fiftedbut  of  thirty- three  effedive  men. 

It  was  found  impracticable  to  march  towards 
the  fort  without  lufficient  forces,  and  being  very 
warmly  prefled  by  the  meflages  of  the  favages, 
and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Half  king,  the  pre- 
fident  propofed  this  as  a  fuhjed  of  deliberation, 
viz  whether  it  was  not  proper  to  advance  as  far 
as  Redftone  Creek,  called  by  the  French,  Creek 
de  laroche  rouge,  upon  Mononghela,  in  French, 
Malengueulee,  about  thirty  feven  miies  from 
the  fort  on  this  fide 5  and  there  to  fortify  our- 
felves,  while  our  people  were  clearing  up  the 
roads,  fo  as  to  admit  the  tranfporting  our  artil¬ 
lery  and  baggage :  or  to  wait  there  for  new  or¬ 
ders. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  for  this 
reafon  :  that  the  mouth  of  Redftone  river  is  the 
firft  convenient  place  on  Mononghela  river ; 
that  the  magazines  defigned  for  the  company's 
ftoresare  ready  to  receive  our  ftores  and  provi¬ 
sions  ;  and  that  occafionally,  the  heavy  artillery 
may  be  tranfported  by  water,  in  cafe  we  fhall 

(e)  Captain  Trent  and  enfign  Wart  had  greatly  ex¬ 
aggerated  the  French  forces;  which  was  natural  enough 
to  people  who  had  abandoned  their  fort  on  a  bare  iurn- 
mons, 

R  think, 
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think  it  convenient  to  attack  the  tort.  More¬ 
over,  this  will  guard  our  people  againft  the 
evil  confequences  of  inaction,  and  may  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  indians  our  allies,  to  ad¬ 
here  to  our  interefts.  Upon  this  I  determined  on 
fending  M.  Wart  to  the  governor  (f)  with  one 
of  the  young  favages,  and  an  interpreter.  I 
thought  it  alfo  incumbent  upon  me  to  inform 
the  governors  of  Maryland  and  Penfylvania  of 
of  this  news.  I  fent  back  the  other  indian  to 
the  Half  King,  with  the  fpeech  inferted  in  the 


following  letter. 


To  the  honourable  Robert  Dinwiddle,  Efq-, 
Governor,  General ,  &c. 

Sir, 

Wart,  eniign  in  captain  Trent’s  com¬ 
pany,  is  this  day  arrived  from  Mo- 
nonghela,  and  has  brought  the  melancholy 
news  of  the  furrender  of  the  fort  the  i  yth  in¬ 
fant  on  the  fummons  made  them  by  captain 
Contrecoeur,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  French 
troops,  confiding  of  above  a  thoufand  men  : 
in  his  way  from  Venango,  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  fixty  battoes,  and  three 
hundred  canoes  :  and  they  have  given  leave  to 
all  our  people  to  retire,  with  all  the  working 
tools ;  which  was  done  the  fame  day. 

Being  thus  informed  of  this  news,  I  , 

%  council  of  war  in  order  to  confider  of  the 


(f)  The  governor  of  Virginia, 


«noft 
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tnoft  proper  meafures  to  he  taken  in  th'efe  cii- 
cumftances.  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  parti¬ 
culars-  and  the  refolutions  of  this  council,  and 
have  charged  the  fame  exprefs  with  it,  for 
your  more  particular  information. 

M.  Wart  is  the  bearer  of  the  fummons  and 
the  meffages  of  the  Half  King,  in  which  I  have 
included  the  firings  of  Wampum  ;  he  is  attend¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  favages,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  thefe  fpeeches,  who  has  been  lent 
to  view  our  forces,  and  to  know  the  time  tftey 
might  expect  our  coming.  I  fent  back  the 

other  favage  with  fpeeches. 

I  hope  you  will  be  fenfible  of  the  abfolute 

neceflity  of  fending  us  our  forces  as  foon  as 
they  Khali  be  raifed ;  with  a  fufficient  number 
of  canoes,  of  which  forne  muff  be  large  ;  and  • 
fome  mortars  for  grenadoes,  in  order  to  be  en¬ 
abled  to  attack  the  French  with  an  equal  force. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  invite  the  Chero- 
kees,  Calivbales,  and  fhe  Chicachas,  to  come 
to  our  affiftance.  As  we  are  informed,  that 
the  Iroquois  and  the  Outawas  are  coming  down 
Sciodo  Creek,  in  order  to  join  the  trench, 
who  are  to  affemble  on  the  Ohio.  In  that  cafe 
I  beg  you  will  caufe  them  to  be  conduced 
here  in’good  order,  that  we  may  be  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  them  to  make  peace  with  the  fix  na¬ 
tions;  for  I  am  informed  from  feveral  pails,  that 
there  is  no  good  underftanding  amongll  tnem, 

and  that  if  they  fhould  be  the  firft  at  the  Ohio, 

it 
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it  might  occafion  a  good  deal  of  diforder,  and 
to  end  our  difadvantage. 

W  e  are  fenfible  of  the  great  advantage  of 
a  water  carriage  ;  therefore  I  would  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  provide  a  number  of  canoes 
for  that  purpofe. 

Captain  Trent’s  people  are  arrived  this  day. 
They  have  been  enhfted,  by  your  orders,  as 
militia  men.  The  officers  had  imprudently 
promifed  them  twenty-four  pence  a  day  :  they 
will  not  ferve  at  prefent  lor  lefs.  M.  Wart 
will  receive  your  orders  on  this  fubjccl. 


To-  his  Excellency  Horatio  Sharp,  Efq-,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Maryland. 

Sir, 

Arrived  here  with  a  detachment  of  an 
hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  colonel  Fry,  with 
the  remaining  part  of  the  regiment  and  the 
artillery  is  daily  expe&ed  ;  in  the  mean  time 
we  will  crofs  the  mountains  by  eafy  marches, 
and  cut  ourfelves  roads  as  we  advance  (g) ; 
lb  as  to  render  the  tranfporting  of  our  can¬ 
non  practicable.  We  propofe  going  to  the 
mouth  of  Redftone  river,  which  falls  into  the 
Mononghela,  about  thirty-leven  miles  on  this 
fide  of  the  fort  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
French,  it  being  navigable  to  the  Ohio. 

(g)  How  could  the  English  pretend  this  country  be¬ 
longed  to  them  ?  Since  they  had  not  even  roads  to  con¬ 
duct  them  from  their  colonies  thither. 


There 
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There  Is  a  magazine  built  at  that  place  by 
the  Ohio  company,  which  hereafter  may 
contain  our  (lores  and  provisions. 

Befides  the  French  forces  above-mentioned, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  from  the  lepoits 
which  we  have  received,  that  another  patty 
is  coming  to  the  Ohio.  W e  have  aifo  advice, 
that  fix  hundred  Indians,  Chippoways  and 
Olloways  are  coming  down  the  rivet  Sciouo 

in  order  to  rejoin  them. 

This  is  my  anfwer  to  the  fpeeches  of  the- 

half-king 

To  the  half-king ,  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations ,  chevanons  and  wolves ,  our 
friends  and  our  brothers * 

I  Have  received  your  fpeech  by  brother 
Bucks,  who  came  to  us  with  the  two 
young  men  in  fix  days  after  they  had  left 
you.  We  return  you  our  moil  fincere  thanks, 
with  hearts  burning  with  affeftion  for  you, 
for  your  conflant  attachment,  your  gracious 
fpeech,  and  your  wife  counfels.  . 

This  young  man  will  acquaint  you  with 
the  place  where  he  has  met  a  fmall  part  of 
our  army  drawing  towards  your  forts  ;  being 
employed  in  clearing  up  the  roads  for  a  gieat 
number  of  our  warriors,  who  are  ready  to 
*  follow  us  with  our  heavy  artillery,  our  am¬ 
munition  and  provifions. 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  poftpone  making  our  hearts 
known  to  you.  I  therefore  fend  the  young 
man  with  this  fpeech  in  order  to  acquaint 
you  therewith,  having  fent  the  other  to  the 
governor  of  Virginia  with  your  fpeech,  and 
and  your  belt ;  that  he  may  be  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  the  preparations  which  we  are  mak¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  come  fpeedily  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  thole,  whofe  interefts  are  as  dear  to 
us  as  our  lives.  We  acknowledge  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  treacherous  French ;  and  our 
conduct  will  evidently  Ihew  how  much  we 
ave  that  at  heart. 

I  fhall  not  be  fatisfied  unlefs  I  fee  you, 
before  all  our  forces  are  alfembled  at  theYort 
which  is  on  the  way.  Tis  for  this  reafon 
that  I  earneltly  wifh  that  you,  belt  and  firing 
of  Wampum,  or  at  lead  one  of  you  would 
meet  us  on  the  road,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
affilt  us  in  counfel.  I  prefent  you  thefe 
firings  to  enforce  my  fpeech,  that  you  may 
call  to  mind  how  much  I  am  your  brother 
and  friend. 

Signed  Wafhington 
or,  Conotocarious.  I 

April  28.  Received  fbme  artillery  which 
were  fent  up  to  the  mouth  of  Paterfon’s 
river. 

t  This  probably  is  an  Indian  name  aflumed  by  M. 
Wafhington  to  render  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  nation# 
whom  he  would  fain  feduce. 

From 


I 
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From  April  29,  tiU  Ma1  1  '•  tlh  JmTl 

contain s  nothing  but  marches,  and  othm 
matters  not  very  interrejhng. 


THE  i  1  th  of  May  ;  made  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  a  party  of  twenty-five  men 
under  the  command  of  captain  Stephens,  and 
enfign  la  Peyronie.  They  were  directed  to  go 
to  Mr.  Gifts  and  make  exadt  enquiries  where 
la  Force  t  and  his  party  lay ;  and  in  cafe  he 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  they  were  to  go  no 
farther,  but  to  fecure  themfelves.  I  ordered 
them  likewife  to  fearch  carefully  the  furround- 
ino-  woods,  and  to  endeavour  to  nab  fome  ftrag- 
lingFrenchman  and  to  bring  him,  that  we  may 
get  fome  intelligence  ;  alfo  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  whether  ’tis  poflible  togo  down  the  river; 
and  to  look  out  for  fome  convenient  place  about 
the  mouth  of  Redftone  river  to  build  a  fort  on ; 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  half-king ;  and  to  fend 
him  here  with  a  ftnall  efcort.  They '  were 
likewife  to  get  what  information  they  could, 
relative  to  die  French  and  their  fchemes  : 
what  they  had  been  doing,  and  what  they 


1  M  de  la  Force,  is  one  of  thofe  F  rench  who  at¬ 
tended  M.  de  Jumonville.  He  had  been  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May,  detached  with  three  other  French, 
and  fome  Indians,  in  purfuit  of  fome  deferters :  and  M, 
Wafhington  had  been  informed  of  tins  by  means  of 

the  lavages, 

furthen 
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further  defigned  to  do  $  t  in  fhort,  to  gather 

whatever  might  tend  to  give  us  any  informa¬ 
tion.  ' 

12.  \\ e  ftruck  our  tents  and  afcended  an 
eminence,  where  we  halted  in  order  to  dry 
ourfelves ;  having  been  obliged  to  crofs  a  rapid 
fiver,  where  the  fmalleft  of  our  men  had 
water  up  to  their  arm-pits. 

An  exprefs  arrived  with  letters  acquainting  us, 
that  colonel  F ry  was  with  a  detachment  of  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hundred  men  at  Winchefter,  and 
that  in  a  few  days  he  would  let  out  in  order  to 
rejoin  us  ;  likewife  that  colonel  Jnnis  was  on 
his  march  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
failed  in  Carolina ;  That  it  was  expedted 
Maryland  would  raife  ten  thoufand  pounds 
(equal  to  fifty  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
livres)  to  pay  the  foldiers  of  the  other  colonies, 
by  way  of  amends  for  its  furnilhing  no  men  ; 
and  that  governor  Shirley  had  fent  fix  hundred 
men  to  harrafs  the  French  in  Canada.  # 

I  hope  this  will  give  them  fome  employ¬ 
ment  ;  and  will  damp  that  Ipirit  with  which 
they  fend  parties  to  the  river  Ohio. 

16.  We  met  two  traders  who  told  us  they 
had  retired  through  fear  of  the  French,  of 
whom  parties  were  often  feen  towards  M, 
Gifts  habitation.  Thefe  traders  are  of  opi- 

t  If  the  Englifh  were  ignorant  of  the  defigns  of  the 
French  ;  it  follows,  that  the  orders  wnich  M.  Wash¬ 
ington  had  to  attack  them,  were  not  occafioned  by  any 
Jhoililitics  they  had  committed. 

&  Behold  the  Engbih,  always  attacking. 


mon 
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nion,  with  many  others,  that  it  is  not  pdlfible 
to  open  a  road  for  loaded  carriages,  from  here 
to  Redftone  river. 

17.  This  evening  arrived  M  Wart  with 
the  young  Indian  from  Williamfbourg ;  ne 
delivers  a  letter,  in  which  the  governor  is 
kind  enough  to  approve  oi  my  measures ;  and 
expreffes  his  diffatisfadtion  of  captain  ircnt, 
whom  he  has  ordered  to  be  tried  for  „ having, 
without  orders,  delerted  his  men  on  the  Omo. 
At  the  fame  time  the  governor  informed  me 
that  captain  Roy,  with  an  independent  com¬ 
pany  of  a  hundred  men,  exclufive  of  the 
officers,  was  arrived  ;  that  we  might  expedt 
them  immediately,  and  that  thole  of  New- 
york  would  join  us  in  lefs  than  ten  days. 

This  evening  likewise,  arrived  from  the 
Ohio  two  Indians.  They  come  from  the 
French  fort,  from  whence  they  let  out  about 
five  days  ago:  they  bring  word  that  the  French 
employ  all  their  forces  in  building  their  fort, 
which  is  raifed  already  elbow  high,  and  two 
fathoms  in  breadth ;  the  middle  fpace  being 
filled  up  with  earth,  ftone,  &c. 

All  the  neighbouring  trees  have  been  cut 
down  and  burned,  and  corn  has  been  down 
in  their  room.  By  their  own  account  they 


are  but  eight  hundred  men ;  the  Indians  are 
of  opinion  they  were  but  fix  hundred.  A 
greater  number  is  expedited  in  a  little  time. 
They  reckon  they  will  then  form  a  body  of 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  men  ;  with  which 


S 
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tney  fay  they  will  be  able  to  bid  defiance  to. 
'  the  Englifh.  / 

18.  The  waters  being  flill  high,  I  could 
not  proceed  with  my  people  and  my  bag¬ 
gage;  which  made  me  refolve  on  putting  my 
felf  in  a  pofture  of  defence  again#  any  im¬ 
mediate  attack  §  of  the  enemy ;  and  to  go 

myfelr  down  to  make  my  obfervation  on  the 
river. 

19t  I  difpatched  to  the  half-king,  the 
young  Indian  returned  with  M.  Wart,  with 
the  following  fpeech. 


To  the  Half-King ,  <S:c. 


BROTHERS,  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
your  being  on  your  march  to  affift  me 
with  your  counfels.  Come  on  brothers;  march 
haftily  towards  your  brother  the  Englifhman; 
for  he  is  going  to  receive  new  fupplies,  which 
will  proted:  you  again#  your  treacherous  ene¬ 
my  the  Frenchman.  I  mu#  fend  my  friends 
to  you,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the 
agreeable  fpeech  which  was  fent  you  by  the 
governor  of  Virginia  ;  he  is  much  grieved  at 
the  ill  treatment  which  you  have  met  with. 
The  waters  are  fo  fwelled,  we  cannot  repair 
haflily  to  you;  therfore  I  fend  this  young 
man  to  invite  you  to  .come  to  us :  he  can 
inform  you  of  a  great  many  things  which  he 
has  feen  at  Virginia,  and  the  good  ufage  he 


§  That  this  pretended  enemy  was  not  defnous  of  at¬ 
tacking,  appears  from  the  foregoing  papers. 


met 
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met  with  from  the  moil  conliderable  of  the 
people.  They  have  not  behaved  to  him  as 
the  French  do  to  your  people  who  vifit  them  at 
their  fort ;  t  they  deny  them  victuals :  this 
young  man  has  had  all  his  heart  could  with  for. 
As  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  all  this,  I 
give  you  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

*"  20.  I  embarked  on  a  canoe  along  with 
lieutenant  Weft,  three  foldiers  and  an  Indian  ; 
and  having  gone  the  fpace  of  half  a  mile,  we 
were  obliged  to  land  :  where  I  met  with  Peter 
Suver  a  trader,  who  feemed  to  difcourage  me 
from  purfuing  my  fearch  after  a  pafiage  by 
water;  This  made  me  alter  my  intention 
of  building  canoes.  I  gave  orders  to 
march,  the  waters  being  low  enough  to  pafs 
over ;  notwithftanding,  I  ftill  continued  going 
down  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  find¬ 
ing  our  canoes  not  fufficient  to  contain  fix 
men,  we  ftopt  and  built  a  boat,  by  the  means 
of  which  and  our  other  canoes,  we  got  to  the 
Turkey-foot  (in  French,  pie  de  Diude).  A- 
bout  eight  or  ten  miles  forwards,  we  met 
with  feveral  little  impediments  which  are  of 
no  confequence,  unlefs  the  waters  lliould 
ftill  happen  to  fall.  We  pafi'ed  leveral  places 
fit  for  canoes. 

X  Such  then  are  the  only  ill-treatments  which  this 
pretended  Half-king  could  complain  of.  The  French 
did  not  chufe  to  receive  into  theF  forts,  il’-difpo  e  1,  and 
perfidious  Savages.  As  for  the  reft,  the  reception  given 
by  the  French  to  the  Savages,  m  y  be  collected  from 
Rgbert  Stobo’s  letter  3  which  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 
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21.  We  fpent  foine  time  in  examining  the 
place  which  we  found  to  be  a  very  fit  fituation 
for  a  fort,  being  at  the  confluence  of  the  three 
branches,  and  meeting  in  moft  places,  with  a 
good  loft  gravel-ftone  foundation.  The  plan 
as  it  Hands  here,  is  as  good  as  I  could  craw 
it,  without  he  help  of  infixurnents. 

We  went  about  two  miles  to  view  the 
courfe  of  the  river,  which  is  narrow,  has 
many  currents,  is  full  of  rocks,  and  rapid ; 
we  crols’d  it  notwithstanding  the  water  was 
pretty  high  :  from  which  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  make  it  navi¬ 
gable  for  canoes 5  though  it  would  be  attended 
with  fome  trouble. 

P elides  this,  we  met  with  other  rapid 
fire  a  ms  ;  but  the  water  bung  lefs  deep,  and 
the  curicnt  more  quiet,  we  pafied  them  with 
eafe.  After  ;hi.s  we  found  few  or  no  bot¬ 
toms  ;  the  mountains  iie  ciofe  to  both  banks 
of  tne  river.  We  went  about  ten  miles  lower 
down  ;  when  we  found  ourfelves  Hopped  by 
a  Hrong  current,  which  obliged  us  to  land. 

(From  the  22nd  to  the  24th.  the  Journal 
contains  nothing  but  a  deicription  of  the 
Country.) 

24.  This  morning  arrived  an  Indian,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  yoe  ng  Indian  whom  I  had 
fent  to  the  Half-king,  from  whom  he 
brought  the  following  letter. 


To 
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To  thejirjl  of  his  Majeftys  Officers  whom  this 

may  concern . 

“  A  S  it  is  given  out  that  the  French 
“  Ji\.  army  is  on  its  march,  to  meet  M. 

“  George  Wafhington  ;  I  recommend  to 
“  you,  brothers,  to  he  on  your  guard  againft 
*<  them  ;  for  they  propofe  to  tiiemfeives  to 
«  ftrike  the  firft  Englifh  they  fhall  fee  *  : 

<c  they  have  been  two  days  on  their  march 
“  already,  I  cannot  fay  in  what  numbei. 

«  The  Half-king,  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs, 

<c  will. join  you  in  five  days  to  hold  a  council. 

“  I  (hall  fay  no  more  at  prefent ;  but  defire 
<£  my  compliments  to  my  brothers  the 

Englifh.” 

Signed 

The  Half -King. 

I  endeavoured  to  get  as  much  information 
as  I  could  from  thefe  two  young  Indians  as 
to  circumftances  ;  but  received  not  much  fa- 
tisfaftion  from  them. 

They  tell  me  there  are  parties  frequently 
out  *  but  they  know  of  no  coniiderable  ones 

*  This  is  a  device  of  this  Savage.  It  is  proved  M. 
Contrecceur  remained  at  fort  du  Quefne.  As  to  M. 
Jumonville,  he  cannot  be  meant  by  this ;  fmee  lie 
fet  out  but  the  23d :  we  have  above  feen  his  inftruc- 
tions, 

coming 
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coming  this  way.  j|  The  French  go  on  raid¬ 
ing  their  fort.  What  is  towards  the  land  is 
'fell  inclofed,  but  the  part  towards  the  water- 
hde  is  much  neglected,  or  at  lead:  has  no 
defence  :  they  have  but  nine  pieces  of  cannon, 
anu  fome  of  tiieie  very  lmall.  There  is  none 
of  them  mounted  :  two  of  them  are  on  the 
rock,  and  the  others  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  fort  on  the  land  fide. 

1  hey  lepoit  like  wife,  that  they  have  fe- 
veral  fick  among  them,  and  that  they  cannot 
find  favages  to  guide  their  fmall  parties  to- 
waids  our  camp,  thefe  Indians  having  given 
them  a  denial. 


The  fame  day  we  arrived  at  the  meadows, 
where  we  met  a  trader ;  who  told  us  he  was 
juli.  come  from  Mr.  Gifts,  where  he  Tad 
feen  two  Frenchmen  laft  night,  and  that  he 
knew  there  was  a  itrong  detachment  on  its 
maicn.  This  confirmed'  the  advices  of  the 
Flah  king  j  I  therefore  ca.uied  the  troops  to 
retire  behind  two  intrenchments  which  were 
made  by  natuie,  and  marie  alio  the  waggons 
to  go  into  the  fame  place.  * 

The  25th  1  lent  a  iccuting  party  on  horfe- 
back  along  the  mads,  and  leveral  other  fmall 
ones  to  beat  up  the  woods.  I  gave  directions 
to  the  horfcmen  to  fearch  the  country  well, 
ana  to  endeavour  at  getting  fome  intelligence 
of  the  French;  their  forces,  and  their  motions. 


S  Another  proof  of  the  lye  contained  in  the  letter. 


ecc. 
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&c.  At  night  all  thefe  parties  returned  with¬ 
out  making  any  difcovery,  although  they 
had  been  far  enough  the  way,  from  which 
this  party  is  faid  to  be  coming. 

26.  Arrived  William  Jenkins  exprefs  from 
colonel  Fry  •  and  a  letter  from  colonel  Fair- 
tax,  who  writes  me  word  that  the  gover¬ 
nor  himfelf,  colonels  Corbin  and  Ludruclt, 
were  arrived  at  Winchefter ;  and  defired  to 
fee  the  Half-king  at  that  place  :  on  which  I 
addrefs’d  him  tome  fpeeches. 

27:  Mr.  Gift  arrived  early  with  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  M.  la  .  Force  with  fifty  men, 
whofe  tracks  he  had  dilcovered  at  five  miles 
from  this  place,  went  yefterday  to  his  habi¬ 
tation  ;  and  that  they  would  have  killed  a  cow, 
and  demolifhed  every  thing  at  his  dwelling, 
had  they  not  been  hindered  by  two  Indians  to 
whom  he  had  left  the  care  of  his  houfe.  I  lent 
away  on  the  fpot,  a  detachment  of  fixty-five 
men  under  the  conmmand  of  captain  Hogg, 
lieutenant  Mercer,  and  enfign  la  Peronie, 
three  ferjeants,  and  three  corporals  with  in- 
ftrudtions. 

The  French  had  been  making  great  en¬ 
quiries  at  Mr.  Gifts  about  the  Half-king :  I 
did  not  fail  giving  notice  thereof  to  fome 
young  Indians  who  were  in  our  camp,  which 
had  the  effect  /  defired.  I  gave  them  to  un¬ 
der  ft  and  *  that  the  French  meant  to  kill  the 


•*-  It  Teems  an  Impofture  cofts  M.  Wafhington  no¬ 
thing  :  Here  he  takes  pride  in  it. 

Half- 
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Half-king :  they  offered  to  go,  on  the  fpot,  in 
purluit  of  the  French  with  our  people ;  and 
in  cafe  they  had  infulted  or  killed  him,  one 
of  them  was  immediately  to  repair  with  the 
news  to  the  village  of  Mingo,  and  raife  the 
warriors  to  flrike.  One  of  thefe  young  men 
was  detached  towards  Mr.  Gift’s  fettlement, 
and  in  cafe  he  did  not  meet  with  the  Half- 
king  at  that  place,  he  was  to  fend  him  a 
ipeech  by  a  Delaware.  * 

About  eight  in  the  evening  I  received  an  ex- 
prefs  from  the  Half- king,  acquainting  me  that 
as  he  was  coming  along  to  join  us,  they  had 
difcovered  along  the  roads  the  tracks  of  two 
men,  who  defcended  into  a  dark  bottom  :  that 
he  imagined  the  whole  party  was  concealed  in 
the  fame  place.  That  moment  I  fent  out  a 
party  of  forty  men.  I  orderered  my  ftores 
to  be  hid,  left  this  might  be  a  ftratagem  of 
the  French  to  attack  our  camp.  I  left  a 
guard  for  their  defence  ;  and  with  the  remain¬ 
der  I  fet  out  myfelf  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
heavy  rain  ;  the  night  being  as  dark  as  pitch, 
and  along  a  path  fcarce  large  enough  for 
one  man :  we  often  went  aftray,  and  were 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  before  we  could 
find  out  the  road  again ;  and  we  often 
knocked  our  heads  together  without  feeing 
each  other.  We  continued  our  march  the 
whole  night ;  and  the  28th  about  fun-rife. 


*  This  is  the  name  of  an  Indian  nation. 


we 
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We  arrived  at  the  camp  os  the  Indians;  where 
after  we  had  held  a  council  with  the  Half- 
kino-,  we  agreed  to  ftrike  together.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  he  lent  a  couple  of  fcouts 
to  fee  whereabouts  they  were,  and  in  what 
pofture,  and  to  reconnoitre  the  neighbouring 
grounds.  After  this  we  made  our  difpofition 
in  order  to  furround  them  %  and  we  began 
our  march  in  the  Indian  manner,  one  after 
another.  We  had  advanced  pretty  near  them 
according  to  our  iyftem,  when  they  difcovei  ed 
us.  I  then  gave  orders  to  my  troop  to  lire. 
Mine  was  fupported  by  that  of  M.  Wager, 
and  my  troop  and  his  received  all  that  of  the 
French,  during  the  beft  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  ;  which  held  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
before  the  enemy  was  routed. 

We  killed  §  M.  de  Jumonville  the  com¬ 
mander  of  this  party,  with  nine  others :  we 
wounded  one,  and  made  twenty-one  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  M.  de  la  Force,  M. 
Drouillon,  and  two  Cadets.  The  Indians 
fealped  the  dead,  and  took  moil  of  their  arms. 
After  this  we  marched  with  the  prifoners 
and  their  guard,  to  the  camp  of  the  Indians ; 
where  I  again  held  a  council  with  the  Half- 

t  It  is  then  certain  the  Englifh  had  orders  to  attack. 

§  M,  Walhington  is  not  fuch  a  fool  as  to  be  fincere 
in  his  account  of  this  tranfa&ion.  But  we  fnall  fee 
lower  down,  how  he  labours  to  juftify  himfelf ;  in 
order  without  doubt,  to  iilence  the  remorfes  that  ac- 
cufed  him. 

king, 
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king.  Here  I  acquainted  him  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  defired  to  fee  him,  and  expected  him 
at  Winchefter.  His  anfwer  was ;  that 
was  impoffible  for  the  prefent;  his  people 
being  in  too  imminent  a  danger  from  the 
French,  whom  they  had  juft  ft  ruck.  X  That 
it  was  neceftary  he  ihould  fend  couriers  to  all 
the  allied  nations,  to  invite  them  to  take  up 
the  Hatchet  j  which  he  did  :  and  added  there¬ 
to  a  French  fcalp  which  he  fent  to  the  Dela¬ 
wares  by  one  of  their  young  people.  This 
man  defired  to  have  a  part  of  the  prefents 
which  were  defigned  for  them ;  and  that  the 
reft  might  be  kept  for  another  occafion.  He 
propofed  to  himfelf  to  return  to  his  fa¬ 
mily  j  in  order  to  conduit  them  and  feveral 
others  towards  M.  Gift’s  fettlement,  where  I 
was  to  fend  feme  horfes  and  men  to  afiift 
their  coming  to  the  camp.  After  this  /  fet 
out  with  the  prifoners ;  they  informed  me  that 
they  had  been  fent  with  a  warning  to  caufe 
me  to  withdraw.  This  was  a  fpccious  pre¬ 
text  trumped  up  in  order  to  difcover  our  camp  || 
and  take  a  view  of  our  forces,  and  our  fitua- 
tion.  Their  defign  of  reconnoitring  us  was 
fo  evident,  that  I  could  not  help  admiring 

X  The  French  then  were  dreaded  only  becaufe  it  was 
acknowlepged  that  they  had  been  attacked ;  and  that 
they  mull  have  had  their  revenge. 

||  The  only  hoftility  with  which  the  French  are  re¬ 
proached,  is  therefore  an  attempt  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  who  was  in  march,  and  had  orders  to  attack 
them. 

their 
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their  affurance,  in  declaring  to  me  they  were 
come  with  an  embafiy.  Their  inftruftions 
were,  to  take  a  view  of  the  roads,  rivers,  and 
the  country  all  the  way  to  I  otomack  .  inficad 
of  coming  like  ambafladors,  in  a  public  and 
open  manner,  they  come  with  the  greateft 
fecrecy,  and  feek  the  moft  hidden  places 
of  retirement  (#)>  and  much  more  hut- 
able  tor  delerters  than  ambaffadois;  they 
encamp  in  thefe  places;  they  remain  theie 
whole  days  concealed,  though  but  within, 
five  miles  of  us  ;  they  (end  out  fpies  to  recon¬ 
noitre  our  camp  ;  the  whole  troop  goes  two 
miles  back  ;  two  couriers,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  the  infttudtions,  are  fent  to  advife 
M.  Contrecoeur  of  the  place  where  we  were, 
and  our  difpofition ;  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  fend  his  detachments  in  order  to  reform 
the  fummons  as  loon  as  it  fhould  be  made  ( b }. 

Befides  this,  the  attendance  was  indeed 
fuch  as  might  have  become  an  amballador, 
whereas,  it  was  but  a  little  Ample  French 
officer :  what  need  had  an  Amhaffador, 
whofe  character  is  always  facred,  of  fpies  ? 
when  their  defigns  were  fo  good,  how  came 

(a)  Why  this  apology  in  a  fimple  journal  ?  M.Wafh- 
ington  anticipates  here  on  thefe  reproaches  only  becauls 
he  is  fenfible  how  far  he  is  entitled  to  them. 

(b)  The  French  are  herefuppofed  to  have  had  a  pro¬ 
ject,  which  atworft  would  declare  a  regular  way  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  previous  to  expelling  the  Englifh  from  the  territories 
which  they  had  juft  invaded,  it  was  natural  to  lummon 
them  to  retire.  It  is  an  ambafladoJ  gives  this  warning. 

T  2  they 
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they  to  remain  two  days  within  five  miles  of 
us  without  communicating  to  me  the  fum- 

mons,  or  any  thing  that  had  a  relation  to  this 
cm  afiy  !  Tins  alone  would  belufiicientto  give 
the  ftrongCit  fufpicions  j  and  it  is  but  doing 
them  juftice  to  fay,  that  their  defign  beino-  to 
conceal  themfelves,  they  could  not  have 
pitched,  upon  a  better  place. 

I  ue  Summons  is  lo  infolent,  and  favours 
k  n  uch  o«  gaicona.de,  that  if  two  men  came 
anii  bn.  ught  it  openly,  it  were  excefiive  indul- 
gu itc  f/;)  to  1  ulfer  them  to  go  back. 

Ihe  Hait-King’s  fentiment  (c)  on  this 
occ:  fit  ii  is,  that  they  had  bad  defigns 
and  shat  it  was  a  mere  pretext ;  that  they 
nt\  u’  dt  figned  to  come  to  us  but  as  enemies, 
a'  nat  hau  we  b*.en  fools  enough  to  let 
them  go,  they  never  would  have  affifted  us 
more  in  taking  Frenchmen. 

They  pretend  they  no  fooner  faw  us 
than  they  called  out  to  us;  which  is  absolutely 
falfe  i  lor  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  body  that 


Hisbufmefs  was  to  give  notice  of  his  fleps  to  him  who 
liad  lent  him  5  that  he  might  take  his  meafures  in  cafe 
the  .Lnglim  mould  refufe  complying  with  the  requifition 
that  was  made  them. 


T?  (aJn  J  um°nville  was  thoroughly  ignorant  of  the 
xmglnh  bemg  within  five  miles  of  him. 

(b)  Another  fort  of  apology  which  indicates  only  re- 

tnorles.  J 

(c)  What  an  authority  is  here  ? 


marched 
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marched  towards  them,  and  I  can  affirm, 
that  they  no  looner  had  lpied  us  than  they 
ran  to  their  arms,  without  calling  out  to  us ; 
which  I  muft  have  heard  had  they  done  it. 

The  29th  I  difpatched  enfign  Latourto  the 
Half-King,  with  about  twenty-five  men  and 
almoft  an  equal  number  of  horles ;  and  as  I 
expected  that  fome  other  French  parties  would 
follow  the  one  that  was  defeated,  1  fent  away 
an  exprei's  to  colonel  Fry  in  order  to  have  a 
reinforcement.. 

After  this  the  French  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
me,  and  defired  to  know  upon  what  footing 
I  confidered  them,  whether  as  being  attend¬ 
ants  on  an  ambaffador,  or  prifoners  of  war. 
I  told  them  it  was  in  this  latter  capacity  ;  and 
gave  them  my  reafons  as  above. 

The  30th  i  detached  M.  Wart  and  M. 
Spmdorph,  in  order  to  con  duff  the  prifoners 
to  Winchefter  underan  efcort  of  twenty  men. 

Being  apprehenfive  that  the  news  of  this 
defeat  would  no  fooner  reach  the  French, 
than  we  fhould  be  attacked  with  confiderable 
forces,  I  began  to  eredt  a  fort  with  a  fmall 
palifade. 

June  1,  arrived  a  trader  with  the  Half- 
King  ;  they  fay  that  at  the  fame  time  M.  de 
Jumonville  had  been  fent  here,  another  party 
was  fent  down  the  river  (d)  in  order  to  take 
and  kill  all  the  Englifh  they  fhould  meet. 

We 


(4)  A  palpable  falftiood. 
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We  finifh  our  fort. 

Towards  the  evening  arrives  M.  Touvers 
enhgn,  with  the  Half-King,  the  Queen  Al- 
guipa  (a)  and  about  five  and  twenty  or  thirty 
families,  amounting  to  about  eighty  or  an 
hundred  perfons  women  and  children  in¬ 
cluded.  The  old  king  ( b)  being  invited  to  our 
tents,  tells  me  he  has  fent  Monokatoocha  to 
Logftown  with  a  firing,  and  four  French 
fcalps,  which  were  to  be  fent  to  the  fix  na¬ 
tions,  to  the  Owendo’s,  &c.  in  order  to  oive 
them  notice,  that  they  had  firuck  the  French, 

and  deiire  their  affiftance  in  the  flip  port  of 
the  firft  blow. 

He  gave  me  alfo  to  underhand  he  had 
fomething  to  offer  to  the  council,  but  that  he 
would  pofipone  what  he  had  to  fay  till  the 
cii  rivai  of  the  Chavanons,  whom  we  expedted 
the  next  day. 

The  2d  arrived  two  or  three  families  of 
the  Shawanons  and  Wolves.  Pravers  were 
read  in  the  fort. 

1  he  3d  the  Half-King  calls  a  council,  and 
informs  me  of  his  having  received,  fbme  time 
fince,  a  fpeech  from*  the  Great  Kettle,  in  an- 
fwer  to  that  he  had  fent  him. 

The  5th,  arrived  an  Indian  from  the  Ohio, 
who  had  gone  lately  to  the  French  fort :  he 
brings  confirmation  of  the  news  of  the  taking 


(a)  The  wife  of  a  favage,  created  queen  by  the  Ens:- 
lilh.  0 

{ b )  Another  favage  chief, 
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of  two  traders  by  the  French,  and  their  being 
fent  to  Canada :  he  fays  they  have  ftuck  their 
pallifades  in  the  ground,  and  fhut  up  the  ave¬ 
nues  of  their  fort  by  means  of  very  large  trees. 

Eight  Indian  families  from  this  fide  the  river 
are  coming  to  join  us ;  he  has  met  one  of  the 
French,  who  had  made  his  efcape  from  M. 
de  Jumonville’s  engagement.  He  was  with¬ 
out  fhoes,  ftockings,  and  almoft  unable  to 
walk ;  but  he  let  him  pafs,  as  he  was  igno¬ 
rant  of  their  having  been  ftruck. 

The  6th  M.  Gift  returned  ;  he  acquaints 
me  with  the  death  of  poor  colonel  try,  and 
that  the  French  prifoners  are  arrived  all  fafe 
at  Winchefter,  which  gave  the  governor  great 
fatisfaction. 

I  am  alfo  informed,  that  M.  Montour  ( c) 
is  coming  with  a  commiffion  to  command 
two  hundred  Indians. 

M.Gift  met  a  French  deferter,  who  allured 
him  they  were  but  five  hundred  ftrong,  when 
they  took  M-  Wart’s  fort,  and  that  their  num¬ 
ber  was  now  decreafed,  having  difpatched 
fifteen  men  to  Canada,  to  acquaint  the  go¬ 
vernor  with  their  fuccefs  ;  that  there  were 
ftill  two  hundred  foldiers,  who  waited  only 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  come  away  and 
join  us. 

The  9th  the  laft  divifion  of  the  Virginia  re¬ 
giment  arrived  under  the  command  of  colo- 

(c)  This  is  the  Canadian  deferter,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  the  interrogatory  of  the  Englifh  traders. 

nel 


(  *44  ) 

nel  Mud.  We  are  informed  that  the  inde¬ 
pendent  company  of  Carolina  is  arrived  at  Will’s 
Creek. 

The  i  oth  I  received  the  regiment ;  and  to¬ 
wards  the  evening  1  had  notice  that  fome 
French  were  coming  towards  us  :  on  this  I 
lent  fome  Indians  to  beat  up  the  grounds  to¬ 
wards  Gift  s  habitation,  in  hopes  to  difcoverincr 
them,  and  finding  out  their  number.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  night  we  had  an  alarm,  but 
it  proved  a  falfe  one. 

The  1 2th  two  or  the  Icouts  whom  we  had 
fent  out  yederday  returned,  having  fpied  a 
imall  party  of  french  ;  the  others  went  on  to 
Stuart  s.  Upon  hearing  this  I  judged  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  fet  out  with  the  major  part  of  the 
regiment,  in  order  to  fall  in  with  thefe  ninety 
men,  whom  we  had  notice  of;  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  refolution  J  gave  colonel  Mull 
orders  to  remove  all  our  baggage  and 
military  dores,  to  lodge  them  in  the  fort, 
and  to  poll  a  drong  guard  on  them  till  fuch 
time  as  I  returned.  I  fet  out  myfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and 
about  thirty  favages  ,  but  at  the  didance  of  a- 
bout  half  a  mile  I  met  with  the  other  Indians, 
who  told  me  this  party  confided  only  of  nine 
deferters ;  then  I  fent  M.  Montour  with  fome 
Indians,  in  order  to  conduct  them  fafe.  I 
ordered  them  deaths,  and  they  confirmed  our 
conjecture,  as  to  the  defign  of  the  party  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  dc  Jumonville,  and  that  there 
*  • 

are 
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are  above  one  hundred  foldiers  who  wait  only 
for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  come  and  join 
us.  That  M.  de  Contrecceur  expe&ed  a  re¬ 
inforcement  of  four  hundred  men  :  and  that 
thefe  four  hundred  fhould  have  arrived  feme 
time  before  the  blow  given  to  la  Force.  That  the 
fort  was  complete;  that  the  gates  and  the  front 
thereof  were  fereened  from  any  artillery;  that 
on  the  water  fide  there  was  double  palliiadoes  ; 
that  they  have  but  eight  fmall  pieces  of  canon, 
and  that  they  know  our  number. 

They  alfo  informed  us,  that  theDelawares  (a) 
and  the  Shawanons  have  taken  up  the  hatchet 
againft  us:  on  which  it  was  refolved  to  invite 
thefe  two  nations  to  a  conference  at  M.  Gifts. 
Sent  for  that  purpofe  Mefiengers  and  Belts. 

The  13th  I  perfuaded  thefe  deferters  to 
write  to  their  comrades,  who  are  dilpofed  to 
defert,  the  following  letter  (b). 

"This  letter  is  not  in  the  journal . 

15.  Ordered  the  people  to  work  at  tire 
roads. 

16.  We  fet  out  for  the  red  river,  and  we 
were  under  great  embarafiments ;  our  wag¬ 
gons  having  broke  down  feveral  times. 

17.  I  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  Half 
King,  to  defire  he  would  fend  to  the  Wolves  ; 
which  he  has  done  as  X  expected. 

( a)  Such  was  the  effect  of  the  indignation  occafioncd 
by  the  murder  of  M.  de  Jumonville. 

(b)  How  is  this  proceeding  to  be  juftified  ? 

u 


18.  Ar- 
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1 8.  Arrived  eight  Mingos  from  Logs-town, 
who  immediately  on  their  arrival  talk  to  me  of 
a  commiffion  which  they  are  entrufled  with, 
and  fay  that  a  council  mull  be  called.  Being 
met,  they  faid  in  a  few  words,  that  they  had 
often  wilhed  to  fee  their  brothers  in  the  field  with 
their  forces,  and  begged  we  would  not  think 
ih  of  tnem,  for  that  being  among  the  French, 
they  conformed  with  fome  of  their  cuftoms  : 
that  they  were  naturally  inclined  to  ftrike  the 
French,  and  feveral  other  things  to  that  pur- 
pofe  :  after  this  they  told  us,  they  had  brought 
a  fpeech,  and  that  they  muff  fet  about  it  im¬ 
mediately.  That,  with  fome  thing  elfe,  gave  us 
fome  fulpicion  of  their  being  ill  difpol'ed  to¬ 
wards  us;  and  it  was  for  thisreafon  I  poffponed 
giving  them  audience,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Halt  King.  I  defired  alfo  the  Delawares  to 
have  patience  until  the  fame  time,  as  I  waited 
only  for  their  arrival  to  call  a  council,  and  that 
I  reckoned  on  their  arriving  that  very  dav.  Af¬ 
ter  the  eight  Mingos  had  withdrawn  from  their 
council,  they  fent  me  fome  firings  of  wampum, 
to  defire  I  would  ex cufe  their  being  in  fuch  hade 
to  deliver  their  fpeech;  but  that  they  were  fen- 
fible  it  was  juft  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Half 
King. 

The  Half  King  being  arrived,  I  confented 
to  give  them  audience.  A  council  was  held 
to  that  purpofe  in  the  camp :  at  which  v/ere 
prefent  the  Half  King,  and  feveral  l  o  paois. 
Wolves,  Shawanons,  to  the  number 'of  f  arty. 

'  ■  •  v  The 
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The  fpeech-maker  of  the  fix  nations  ad- 
dreffed  this  fpeech  to  the 
ginia. 

t 

“  Brothers, 

We,  your  brothers  of  the  fix  nations,  aic  now 
come  to  meet  you,  and  acquaint  you,  that  we 
have  heard  you  threaten  to  deftroy,  entirely,  ail 
your  brothers,  the  Indians,  who  would  not 
come  and  join  you  on  the  road.  Wherefore 
it  is,  that  we,  who  remain  in  our  villages,  ex¬ 
pert  every  day  to  be  cut  into  pieces  by  you.  W e 
would  fain  know  the  truth  of  this  news  from 
yourfelves  ;  and  we  hope  you  will  not  take  it 
amifs  that  we  are  come  to  inform  ourfeives 
thereof}  fince  you  know  very  well,  bad 
news  makes  a  far  greater  impieflion  on  us 
than  good.  That  by  your  anfwer,  we  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  truth,  we  prefent  you 
this  firing; 

We  know  the  French  on  our  return  will 
afk  us,  In  what  number  are  our  brothers  whom 
we  have  been  to  vifit  ?  We  therefore  by  this 
firing  defire  you  would  tell  us  }  as  likewife  the 
number  of  thofe  you  expert }  againfl  what 
time,  and  when  you  propofe  to  attack  the 
French }  that  we  may  advife  our  village  there¬ 
of}  and  alfo  know  what  we  may  fay  to  the 
French.” 

U  2  AxSWER; 


(  ) 

Answer. 

Biotners,  we  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  very 
fo;  ry  you  fhould  be  disturbed  by  any  reports 
tending  to  make  you  believe  the  Englifh  defign 
ajiy  harm  to  any  one  of, you  or  your  al¬ 
lies.  This  news,  we  fee,  has  been  forged  by 
tile  r  rencn  man,  who  is  a  traytor,  and  ready 
to  arm  m  tiie  oreateft  ialfhoods  a )  whenever 
he  chinks  it  can  be  of  fervice  to  him.  He  has 
a  fine  tongue,  promifes  the  fineft  things,  but 
ah  this  is  iiom  tne  iips  only  3  while  his  heart 
contains  nothing  but  corruption,  and  the  poifon 
oi  tne  feipent.  Y ou  nave  been  their  children, 
ana  they  would  have  done,  to  be  fure,  every 
tiiiug  for  you  3  but  they  no  fooner  fancied 
themfelves  fixong  enough  then  they  have  natu¬ 
rally  re-affumed  their  haughty  airs,  have  driven 
you  out  of  your  own  country,  and  declared 
you  had  nothing  on  the  Ohio  (b ).  The  Englifh, 

.  (a)  ^rom  wnat  has  been  feen  above,  it  will  be  eafy  to 
judge  which  of  the  two  are  the  better  entitled  to  this  re- 

FL^h;,the  French  or  the  Englifh  ?  The  impofturc 
which  M.  W afhington  confefTes  his  having  had  recourfe 
to,  in  order  to  provoke  the  refentment  of  the  favages,  may 
convey  an  idea  of  the  methods  employed  by  the  Englifh. 

(b)  1  is  very  true,  the  Iroquois  never  inhabited  the 

.  0rc,eis  tne  Iwir  River,  nor  do  they  at  all  pretend  to 
it:  but  the  Englifh,  who  in  America  tall  them  their 
faithful  mends  and  allies,  endeavour  to  perfuade  them, 
that  the  borders  of  the  Ohio  belong  to  the  fix  cantons, 
under  tne  pretence  of  fome  ancient  wars  which  the  laft 
had  with  the  favages  on  the  Ohio  3  and  in  Europe  they 
maintain  that  this  fame  country  belongs  to  England3 
of  which  they  pretend  the  Iroquois  are  Aibjeds. 

who 


% 
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who  are  your  true  brothers,  have  too  much 
generality  to  think  the  fix  nations,  their  faith¬ 
ful  allies,  fhould  ever  be  treated  in  tins  man 
ner.  Alter  you  had  been  with  the  governors 
of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania,  they  have,  at  your 
repeated  requefts,  fent  an  army  to  fupport  you, 
rights  (c),  to  put  you  in  poffeffion  of  your 
lands,  to  guard  your  women  and  chikuen, 
to  difpoffefs  the  French,  maintain  your  ng.its, 
and  lecureyou  all  this  country :  this  is  tne 
Fufinefs  in  which  the  arms  of  the  Eng  un  ui  e 
now  employed :  ’tis  for  the  fafety  of  }  oui 
women  and  children  that  we  fight ,  as  that  is 
the  true  motive  of  our  conduct  (d),  we  cannot 
reafonably  doubt  but  the  reft  of  your  forces  will 
ioin  us  to  fight  the  common  enemy.  Thoie 
'who  will  not  come  in,  will  be  refpoj/uible  for 
the  confequences.  V/e  only  with  that  our  bro¬ 
thers  may  embrace  the  party  that  fhall  appear 

to  them  moft  proper.  _  . 

The  fix  nations  are  thofe  that  are  principal¬ 
ly  concerned  in  this  war ;  for  them  it  is  we 
fio-ht ;  and  I  fhould  never  forgive  nryfelf  it  I 
did  them  the  leaft  harm.  ’Tis  to  aflift  you, 
and  protect  you,  that  we  fight ;  our  arms  are 
open  to  receive  you,  and  our  hands  are  ready 
to  feed  your  families  during  the  courfe  ox  the 
war.  The  governor  of  Virginia  has  feveral  times 

^ c )  In  this  place  the  English  acknowledge  the  country 
not  to  be  theirs  ;  they  have  therefore  no  right  to  chai  gc 
France  with  any  hoftility.  It  were  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Iroquois  to  complain,  and  yet  they  do  not  complain.  _ 

(d)  What!  behold  the  fubjedt  of  the  war  which  is 
made  on  France  ?  a  protedlion  due  to  the  Iroquois,  who 
have  neyer  complained. 


< 

' 

- 
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defired  they  fhould  he  Tent  him,  that  he  might 
behold  them  with  his  own  eyes,  fed  and  cloath- 
ed  to  their  mind  :  but  as  you  cannot  prevail  on 
yourfelvcs  to  lend  them  to  him,  we  are  ready 
to  fhare  with  you,  in  a  friendly  manner,  our 
pi  ovilions ;  and  we  lhall  take  proper  meafures 
an  give  ciders,  that  a  fufficient  quantity  be 
brought  wherewithal  to  maintain  and  cloath 
your  women  and  children.  From  this  conduit 
it  is  evident,  how  much  greater  is  the  efteem 
which  the  Englilh  bear  their  faithful  allies  (a)  ' 
the  lix  nations,  than  that  which  the  French 
bears  them.  As  we  have  drawn  the  fword  in 
your  defence,  and  for  your  caufe,  delay  not  a 
moment  longer  to  putyour  women  and  children 
under  our  protection  ;  there  they  will  find  a- 
bundance  of  provifions.  At  the  fame  time  let 
your  young  men  and  warriors  fet  about  whet¬ 
ting  their  hatchets  in  order  to  join  us,  and 
unite  tiiemfelves  to  us  vigoroufly  in  our  battles. 
Brothers,  the  prefent  which  I  offer  you,  is  not 
o  confiderable  as  I  could  naturally  wifh ;  but 
I  exped  in  a  little  time  to  receive  a  areat  quan- 
tity  of  maichandife,  which  I  fhall  have  at  my 
depofal,  to  reward  thole  who  will  aive  proofs 
of  their  valour  and  activity  on  tin's  occafion. 
ror  the  reft  I  will  reward  them  in  the  moft 
generous  manner. 

.  (a)  In  Europe  the  great  argument  urged  by  the  Enriilb 
in  prool  oi  their  title  to  the  country  fituated  beyond  the 
Apa.achian  mountains  is,  that  the  Iroquois  are  their  fub- 
je  is  :  how  is  that  confiftent  with  the  reafons  which 

t  vy  iva»i  tncmielves  of  in  Amierica,  when  they  fpeak 
to  the  Iroquois  ?  J 


.A  :  v-  ■ - 
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Take  courage,  brothers,  refcue  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  fee ure  it  for  your  children,  lay  your 
hearts  open  to  me  on  this  occafion;  that  1  may 
be  enabled  to  give  an  account  of  your  fenti- 
ments  to  your  great  friend  and  brother  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Virginia.  As  .an  aiiurance  of  my  fince- 
rity  and  my  efieem,  I  prelent  you  this  be  a. 

of  wampum. 

The  20th,  Another  council. 

The  Delawares  no  fooner  found  that  they 
were  fufpedted  of  favouring  the  French  inte- 
refts,  than  they  delired  to  know  the  reafon 
of  their  having  been  fent  for,  and  what  was 
necelfary  for  them  to  fay  on  their  return. 

I  anfwered,  it  was  to  acquaint  them,  that 
it  was.  in  compliance  with  their  repeated  iol- 
licitations  we  had  come  with  an  armed  force 
to  their  affiftance  (a)-,  that  our  defign  was  to 
reinftate  them  in  the  poffelTion  of  the  lands 
which  the  Frenchman  had  taken  away  from 
them. 

That  as  they  had  often  claimed  our  affifr- 
ance,  in  the  quality  of  ancient  and  faithful 
allies,  I  invited  them  to  come  and  put  them- 
felves  under  our  protection,  with  their  women 
and  children. 

Upon  this  the  fpeech-bearer  {Fetched  his 
quilt  on  the  floor,  and  on  this  quilt  he  placed 

( b )  During  all  this  time  the  Delawares  took  the  part 
of  the  French,  and  7/ere  not  the  dupes  of  the  air  of  afl'u- 
rance  with  which  the  Endih  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them  they  were  come  at  their  requilition. 

feve- 
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leveral  belts  and  firings  of  wampum  in  the  or¬ 
der  he  had  received  them  in  from  the  French. 

Here  are  repeated  the  fpeeches  of  M.  Con- 
trecoeur  ;  (c)  after  which  the  Delawar  fpeaker 
sudielied  me  the  iollowinp'  fpeeches. 

“  Brothers, 

The  governors  of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania 
we  your  brothers  the  Delawares  recoiled  per¬ 
fectly  the  treaty  ofLogflown,  where  you  and 

taking  into  con- 
ldeiation  the  bad  lituation  we  were  in  on 

account  of  our  wanting  a  man  to  be  at  our 

head  to  condud  us,  gave  us  a  king,  and  told 

m  c  would  traniad  in  all  publick  matters 

etween  you  and  us  (d).  You  recommended 

to  us  not  to  give  ear  to  all  the  idle  rumours 

w  1Ic^fhoUid  be  fpread,  but  to  coniult  our  own 
into  efts  well,  and  do  what  would  teem  to  us 
light:  we  can  allure  you,  we  have  not  ojven 
.  credit  to  all  thefe  reports  ;  nor  fhall  weaver 
give  any  credit  to  fuch  ;  but  that  we  will  be 
ed  by  you,  our  brothers,  and  by  our  uncles  the 
hx  nations,  and  do  on  every  occafion,  what 
ihall  be  juft,  and  what  you  fhall  adviie  us  to. 
As  an  affurance  of  our  difpofition  to  fulfil  our 

engagements  with  you,  we  prefent  you  this 
belt.  J 


(C)  Major  Washington  does  not  mention  in  his  iour- 
nai,  what  thefe  fpeeches  of  the  French  were.  He  had 
undoubtedly  good  reafons  for  fuppreliing  them. 

(d)  Should  it  be  from  this  pretended  King  that  the 
-hngiilh  have  derived  fo  many  acquifitions  l 


Alter 
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After  this,  they  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  the  fix  nations. 


“  Uncles, 

’Tis  thirteen  days  fince  we  have  received 
from  the  council  ot  Onondago  this  belt ; 
we  doubt  not  but  you  have  been  apprifed  of 
it.  He  exhorted  us  to  recoiled  the  old 
time  when  he  covered  us  with  a  robe  that 
defcended  to  our  heels :  He  afterwards  ae- 
iired  we  would  tuck  it  up  to  our  knees,  and 
tye  it  well,  and  meet  them  at  the  fource 
of  the  Sifquehana,  where  he  has  prepared 
a  place  for  us  to  live  at,  and  that  he  has 
fent  this  fpeech  to  thofe  of  our  nation,  who 
live  on  the  fide  of  the  Minifintes;  inviting 
them  to  the  place  which  he  had  pitched 
on  to  live  along  with  us.  He  has  alio  lent  us 
a  fpeech  to  acquaint  us  that  the  Englifhman 
and  the  Frenchman  were  on  the  point  of 
coming  to  blows  on  the  river  Ohio  ;  and 
he  exhorted  us  to  do  nothing  in  this  con- 
jundure  but  what  was  reasonable,  and  will 
himfelf  tell  us ;  laftly,  he  recommended  to 
us  to  keep  fail  hoid  of  the  chain  of  friend- 
fhin,  which  has  been  a  long  while,  fubfifting 
between  us,  him,  ano  our  brothers  the  Eng- 
lifh. 


A  Belt. 


After  this  the  Delawares  fpoke  to  the  C'he- 
vanons  as  follows. 


C£  Grand 
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Grand  children,  by  this  firing  we  take 
you  in  our  arms,  and  we  withdraw  you 
Iroin  the  place  you  are  now  at  on  the  Ohio, 
and  vve  carry  you  along  with  us  to  live  where 
wc  live,  and  where  you  and  we  may  live  in 
peace  and  tranquillity. 

After  this  the  council  adjourned  to  the  next 

day  in  the  morning. 

The  2  ifl  we  met  very  early,  when  I  im¬ 
mediately  .poke  to  the  Delawares  in  the  fol¬ 
low- ng  manner. 

Brothers,  by  your  open  and  generous  con¬ 
duct  Oil  tms  occafion,  you  have  become  dearer 
to  us  than  ever  :  we  thank  you  for  not  going 
to  Venango  upon  the  firfl  invitation  of  the 
Frenchman ;  and  his  childifh  treatment  of 


you,  has  rake  t  in  us  a  juft  and  warm  refent- 
raent  j  he  calls  you  his  children  and  talks  to 
you  in  reality,  as  if  you  were  children,  and 
had  not  more  feme  than  children.  Weigh 
well,  brothers,  and  compare  all  their  fpeeches 
together,  you  will  find,  that  every  thing  they 
contain  may  be  reduced  to  this  ;  I  am  going 
to  clear  your  eyes,  open  your  ears,  and  fuch 
like  futilities  ;  fuch  as  are  made  ufe  of  to 


amufe  children  withal.  You  will  likewife 
obfei-ve,  brothers,  that  if  they  give  their  word 
or  make  a  promife,  and  confirm  it  with  a 
belt,  they  think  themielves  no  longer  obli¬ 
gated  thereby,  than  they  efteem  it  their  interefl 


to  keep  it  1  hey  have  given  an  in  fiance  of 
this,  winch i  am  willing  to  oblcrve  to  you,  in  the 

leap 
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leap  which  they  .fay,  they  have  taken  over  the 
barrier  which  you  had  op  poled  to  them : 
this  ought,  brothers,  to  inlpire  you  with 
the  moil  juft  indignation,  and  induce  you 
to  lay  hold  on  the  favourable  oppoitunity 
which  we  offer  to  you,  being  come  at  your 
requeft  to  affift  you ;  by  which  means  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  make  them  leap 
back  again,  much  quicker  than  they  had 
come  forwards. 

A  String  of  Wampum. 

The  French  are  conftantly  defiring  you  not 
to  liften  to  the  ill  reports  which  will  be  fpread 
of  them  who  are  your  fathers.  It  they 
were  not  fenfible  in  their  own  minds  how 
much  they  deferve  it  by  their  unjuft  pro¬ 
cedure  towards  you ;  why  fhould  they 
fufpedt  that  they  are  impeached  ?  why  fhould 
they  take  fo  much  care  to  prevent  you  from 
giving  credit  to  what  will  be  faid  agamft 
them  ?  As  to  what  they  will  tell  you  to  our 
prejudice,  our  condudt  alone,  will  be  our  an¬ 
swer. 

Enquire  yourfelves  into  the  truth;  you  know 
the  roads  which  lead  to  our  fettlements ;  you 
have  lived  among  us ;  you  can  fpeak  our 
language.  But  in  order  to  confute  what  might 
be  faid,  and  give  affurances  of  our  brotherly 
friendship;  we  invite  anew  your  old  men, 
your  women  and  your  children,  to  take  re- 

X  2  fugG 
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5  uge  under  our  protection,  and  between  our 
aims,  where  you  will  be  plentifully  main¬ 
tained  ;  while  your  warriors  and  your  young 
people  will  unite  with  burs,  and  efpoufe  the 
common  caufe. 

A  String. 

^  We  ^  return  you  our  hearty  thanks,  bro- 
tners,  for  your  declaration  ;  that  you  are  in 
a  determined  refolutlon  to  fulfill  the  engage¬ 
ments  you  have  entered  into,  by  the  treaty  of 
Logftcwn.  t  And  we  cannot  help  applaud- 
mg  your  generous  condudt  towards  your 
grand-childi en  trie  Snawaneie.  It  9ives  us 
infinite  pleafure.  ° 

We  are  greatly  obliged  to  Onondago  for  the 
advice  he  has  given  ;  to  keep  faft  hold  of  the 
chain^  of  iriendfhip  which  ties  us.  X  dare 
fay,  if  lie  had  known  how  nearly  this  war 
concerns  you;  or  that  it  was  for  your  fakes, 
and  at  your  lequeft  II  that  we  have  taken  up 
arms,  he  would  have  commanded  you  to  de¬ 
clare  yourfelves,  and  to  proceed  without  de- 

^IS  ^reat7  of  Logftown  is,  we  do  not  know. 
What  may  be  colle&ed  from  this  Journal  relative  there- 
to  is  ;  that  it  was  concluded  by  a  man  whom  the  Eno-- 

1  11  aPP°inted  t0  t^eir  King ;  and  of  whom  of 
courle,  they  muft  have  been  very  certain. 

II  Why  fo  many  repetitions  of  the  fame  thing  ?  unlefs 
becaufe  M.  Waflnngton  apprehended,  die  Delawares 
Would  not  believe  a  tittle  of  it. 

I  ay 


(  157  ) 

lay  to  action,  againft  the  common  enemy  of 

the  Six-nations.  -  . 

To  convince  you  of  my  attention ,  and  as 
a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
told  you  ;  I  prefent  you  this  belt. 

Gave  two  large  Strings. 

After  this  the  council  broke  up  :  and  thefe 
treacherous  devils  who  had  been  fent  by  tne 
French  in  order  to  make  obfervations,  return¬ 
ed  back ;  not  being  however  unprovided  with 
fome  difcourfes  prepared  on  purpofe  to  amule 
the  French,  and  to  favour  the  fuccefs  of  our 
own  fchemes. 

As  they  had  fpoke  to  me  of  fixteen  hun¬ 
dred  French,  and  feven  hundred  Indians, 
who  they  faid  were  on  their  march  to  rein¬ 
force  thofe  at  the  fort; ;  I  prevailed  on  the 
Half  king,  to  fend  three  of  his  people  in 
order  to  be  informed  of  the  truth  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  notwithftanding  I  was  of  opinion  this 
news  had  no  other  foundation,  than  the  talk 
of  the  common  foldiers.  Thefe  Indians  were 
difpatched  privately,  before  the  council  broke 
up,  with  orders  to  repair  to  the  fort,  and 
get  information  of  all  the  Indians  they 
Ihould  meet  there  :  and  if  they  fliould  learn 
any  thing  worth  while ;  one  ot  them  §  was 
to  return  while  the  two  others  were  to  proceed 


§  It  was  by  means  of  thefe  Indians,  that  a  commu¬ 
nication  was  kept  up  with  Robert  Stobo  the  Spy ; 
whole  letter  will  make  its  appearance  presently. 
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on  their  journey  to  Venango,  and 

whole!"  '°  bC  M'y  infomed  °f 

fcooKT!1  ^  "'e  K!”S  Schi"g“«  to  keep 
coats  _  out  on  the  river,  in  order  to  give  us 

"ews  of  the  approach  of  any  French 

I  gave  him  a  letter  which  he  was  m  fend  me 

J  reee  *?  Prcver,t  being  impofed  on 

receiving  falfe  alarms.  Although  we  had 

not  fucceeded  in  perfuading  Kinf  SWujf 
anudae  other  antient  Delawares,  to! ke  flfelter 
n  our  camp  with  their  families,  becaufe  they 
food  in  great  awe  of  the  council  of  Onondago^ 

ga!f  U-  th?  ftrongeft  affurances  of 

by  which  "t  °Ut  t0  US  the  means 

ends  •  v.  h •  u  WaS  t(?  a^out  attaining  our 

Wu/belf  Kh  WaV°  haVC  ln  readmels  a  great 
willing  I’  m  °lder  t0  lnVlte  thofe  who  were 

of  rhcg  1°  lC)  and  aa  independently 

then  king  and  the  council.  King  Schingues 

meTs  to  h  ^  rdCrhand’  the  tubule 

eans  to  bring  this  matter  to  bear;  though 

he  durft  not  appear  in  it  openly.  S 

1  he  very  day  the  council  broke  up,  T  Dre_ 

VV ed  on  Raquehufton  a  Delaware,  on 
w  om  I  could  depend,  to  carry  to  die  fort  a 
letter  which  the  French  deferters  had  writ 
to  then  fellow-foldiers;  and  I  gave  him  in- 

co-fTl  tdfZQ  t0c  the  manne‘‘  he  was  to 

conduce  himielf  in  his  obfervations  on  feveral 
at  tides  which  I  mentioned  to  him.  And 
indeed,  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  p0f- 

Ability 
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Ability  of  furprifing  the  fort  ;  in  as  much  as 
the  French  encamp  outfide  of  it,  and  that 
the  duty  cannot  be  performed  exactly,  on 
account  of  the  works  which  they  are  em¬ 
ployed  in. 

I  alfo  employed  George,  another  trufty 
Delaware,  to  vilit  the  fort  in  a  little  time 
after  Raquehufton  ;  and  furnifhed  him  with 
proper  inftrudtions  >  recommending  to  him  at 
the  fame  time  in  a  ipecial  manner,  to  return 
quickly ;  that  we  might  be  fupplied  with 

frefh  news. 

The  council  was  no  fooner  broke  up,  than 
the  Delawaares,  as  alfo  the  half  king,  and 
all  the  other  Indians,  notwithftanding  all  that 
M.  Montour  could  fay  to  difluade  them  iiom 
it,  returned  back  to  the  great  meadow-  In- 
order  to  make  amends  for  the  lois  of  tnefe 
Indians,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  fcouts  out 
conftantly  of  our  own  people,  to  guard  a- 
gainft  all  kinds  of  furprife. 

Having  been  told  that  if  I  fent  a  firing  of 
Wampum  and  a  fpeech,  the  Half  king  and 
his  young  men  might  be  prevailed  on  to 
come  back.  I  fent  the  following  fpeech  by 
M.  Croghon. 

cc  It  is  now  fome  little  time  fince  you 

and  we  have  been  met-  We  have  fent  by 

your  brother  the  governor  of  Virginia,  at 

your  own  requeft,  repeated  feveral  times,  in 

order  to  aftift  you  and  fight  your  cauie.  It  is 

therefore  for  that  reafon  that  I  muff  requeft  of 

you, 


U; 
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you,  .brothers  that  you  and  your  young  men 
au  conf  J>  jom  us,  and  encamp  with  uS;  to 
t  u  end  that  we  may  hold  ourfelves  in  readi- 
to  lecewe  our  brother  Monacotoca,  whom 
I  exped  every  day.  That  this  requeft  may 
e  attendea  with  the  deiired  effed,  and  make 
the^  proper  _  impreffion  on  your  minds,  /  pre¬ 
en  i  you  this  firing  of  Wampum. 

As  thefe  Indians  who  were  fpies  for  the 
-  l-encn,  appeared  very  curious ;  and  ufed  to 

®T  leveral  que^ions,  in  order  to  know  by 
wiiat  road  we  propofed  to  march  to  the  fort - 

and.  Wi,len  we  expeded  to  arrive  there.  I 
made  tne  people  give  over  working  on  the 

loa  5  ,and  ceakd  to  carry  it  on  any  farther.  I 
to.d  them  after  this  we  intended  to  go  on 
with  it  through  the  woods,  as  far  as  the  for t 
oy  cutting  down  foe  trees,  Sec.  and  that  here 
we  waited  for  the  reinforcement,  which  was 
coming  to  us ;  together  with  our  artillery  and 
our.  Waggons,  in  order  to  take  them  alono- 
wi.ii  us:  but  no  fooner  were  thefe  people 
gone,  than  I  ordered  the  road  to  be  opened 
and  carried  towards  Redftone.  *  ’ 

2  5'  1  o wards  the  evening  arrived  from  the 
Great- meadows  three  men-  among  whom  is 
the  ion  of  queen  Ahguipa.  He  brings  me  a 
le tier  from  Mr.  C  mghon,  acquainting  me  of 
tne  difficulties  hq  meets  with  in  finding  any  In¬ 
dian  Mat  is  dit poled  to  come  :  that  indeed  the’ 
Hah  king  was  d  doled  and  preparing  to  comt 
and  join  usy  out  that  he  was  prevented  from 

it 
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it  by  a  blow  which  he  received.  I  thought 
it  proper  therefore  to  difpatch  M.  Montour  to 
the  fort  of  neceffity,  in  order  to  try  whether 
it  was  not  poffible  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  to 
come  to  us. 

26.  Arrives  an  Indian,  who  brings  word 
that  Monacathoca  has  burned  his  village 
(Logftown  ;  )  and  has  fet  out  by  water, 
for  Redftone,  with  his  people ;  where  he 
may  be ,  expedted  to  arrive  in  two  days. 
This  Indian  has  paffed  by  the  fort,  and  af- 
fures  us  the  French  have  received  no  rein¬ 
forcement,  except  a  fmall  number  of  Indians, 
who  he  fays,  have  killed  two  or  three  Dela¬ 
wares.  I  failed  not  to  relate  this  pieceof  news, 
and  to  reprefent  it  in  its  propereft  colours  to 
the  Indians ;  and  particularly  to  two  Delawares, 
who  are  here 

27.  I  detached  captain  Lewis,  lieutenant 
Wagghener,  and  enlign  Mercer;  two  fer- 
jeants,  two  corporals,  a  drum  and  fixty  men, 
to  endeavour  to  carry  on  the  road  to  the  place 
where  Redftone-river  difcharges  itielf  into 
the  Mononghela,, 


Y 


N  U  M  B* 


(  162  ) 


number  ix. 

'Journal  of  the  Campaign  of  M.  Villi ers. 

I  Arrived  at  fort  du  Quefne  the  26th  of 
June,  about  eight  o’  clock  in  the  morning, 
with  the  feveral  nations,  of  which  the  general 
had  given  me  the  command. 

I  was  informed  on  my  arrival,  that  M-  de 
Contrecceur  had  made  a  detachment  of  five 
hundred  French,  and  eleven  Savages  of  the 
different  nations  of  the  Fair  river ;  the  com¬ 
mand  of  which  he  had  intruded  to  M.  le 
Mercier  ;  who  was  to  fet  out  the  next  day. 

As  I  was  this  officer’s  feniorj  that  I  com¬ 
manded  the  Six-nations  ;  and  that  my  #  bro¬ 
ther  had  been  affaffinated  :  M.  de  Contrecceur 
honoured  me  with  this  command ;  and  M. 
le  Mercier,  though  deprived  of  it  gave  me 
to  underftand,  it  would  give  him  great 
pleafure  to  ferve  the  campaign  under  my 
orders. 

M-  de  Contrecceur,  called  Meffi  le  Mercier, 
Longevil,  and  myfelf  together,  in  order  to 
deliberate  on  what  was  proper  to  be  done 
during  the  campaign;  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  fituation,  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
the  affaffination  which  they  had  committed 


m 
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on  us ;  and  the  peace  which  it  was  our  defign 
to  maintain  between  the  two  crowns. 

28.  I  received  my  orders  from  M-  Contre- 
cceur  :  the  proviiions  were  given  out :  every 
one  embarked  ;  and  we  fet  out  from  the  foi  t 

about  ten  in  the  morning. 

From  this  moment  1  began  to  employ  In¬ 
dian  runners  by  land ;  to  prevent  being  in  any 

way  furprifed.  . 

I  went  to  fpend  the  night  about  fix  or  eight 

acres  above  the  firft  fork  of  the  river  Monon- 
oheia ;  though  I  had  no  intention  to  make 
this  my  way.  I  called  the  Savages  together 
and  delired  their  advice.  It  was  determined, 
though  a  longer  way,  to  proceed  by  the  river 
Mononghela. 

29.  Mafs  was  faid  at  the  camp;  after 
which  we  fet  out  on  our  march,  with  the 
ufual  precautions. 

30.  We  came  to  the  Stock-houfe  *  which 
was  built  by  laying  pieces  of  timber  one  over 
the  other,  well  joined  together:  the  build¬ 
ing  was  about  thirty  feet  in  length,  by  twen- 
two  in  breadth.  As  it  was  late,  and  that  I 
would  do  nothing  without  confulting  the 
Savages ;  I  encamped  about  two  gun  fliots 
from  this  place. 

1  called  the  leaders  together  that  evening ; 
and  we  deliberated  about  the  precautions 
which  were  proper  for  us  to  take  for  the 

This  Stock-houfe  had  been  built  by  the  Engldh. 

Y  2  fecur 
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iecurity  of  our  wheel-carriages  ;  the  provifions 
which  we  intended  to  leave  in  referve  •  and 
the  people  who  were  to  guard  them. 

.  Juv  1  •  We  went  and  put  our  wheel-car¬ 
nages  m  a  fecure  place.  We  difpofed  in  order 
our  effects,  and  whatever  elte  we  could  dif 
penfe  with  in  the  Stock-houfe.  I  left  to  auard 
them  a  good  ferjeant  and  twenty  men,  and  a 
cvv  tew  Savages.  Some  ammunition  was 
lnared  out,  and  on  we  marched.  About  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock  we  fpied.fome  human  tracks, 

wnicn  gave  us  a  fufpicion  of  our  beino-  dis¬ 
covered.  s 

About  three  in  the  afternoon,  having  had 
no  account  of  our  fcouts,  I  fent  out  feme 
o.nen,  who  ie!l  in  with  the  fir  ft.  Thev 

miftook  eacn  other,  and  were  juft  g0in°-  to 
16  at  °ne  another;  but  luckily  they  found 
t  le;r  tni^ake.'  They  came  to  us  and 
declared,.  tnat  they  had  been  as  far  as  the 
road  which  the  Engliih  were  making  ;  that 
tney  had  feen  no  body  there ;  and  that  it  was 
apparent  no  body  had  been  there' for  about 

l'." ee.  'avs :  we  longer  doubted  but  the 

Engufo  were  apprifed  of  our  heps. 

2\  _l‘reah  of  day,  we  fet  out  on  our 
marc.u,  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  the 
i cents.  After  I  had  marched  for  fome  time, 

I  1  topped  and  determined  not  to  proceed  far- 
tner ;  till  fuch  time  as  I  received  fome  pofitive 
account.  I  dsfpatched  fome  fcouts  towards 
the  road  :  in  the  interim  arrived  fome  of  the 
Savages  whom  I  had  left  behind  at  the  Stock- 

houfe, 
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houfe.  They  had  made  a  prifoner  who  faid 
he  was  a  deferter ;  I  examined  him,  and 
threatened  him  with  hanging,  if  he  attempted 
to  imoofe  upon  me.  I  was  infoimcd.  the. 
Engliih  had  deferted  their  poft,  in  order  to 
draw  near  their  fort ;  and  that  they  toon, 
with  them  likewife  their  cannon. 

Some  of  our  people  difeovered  the  camp 
which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Engliih  ; 
and  thither  we  went.  I  fent  out  icouts,  and 
took  care  to  have  every  place  fearched.  A 
great  many  inftruments  and  other  utenihs 
were  found  concealed,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
taken  away.  It  being  late  I  caufed  my  de¬ 
tachment  to  encamp  at  this  place. 

'  I  again  fet  about  afking  the  hnglifli- 
man  more  queftions,  continuing  to  frighten 
him  and  likewife  to  flatter  him  ;  with  the 
hopes  of  being  rewarded.  I  communicated 
to  "the  Savages  whatever  difeoveries  I  made, 
and  my  refolution  not  to  expofe  them  raflily. 
It  rained  the  whole  night. 

3.  At  day-break  I  prepared  to  march. 
I  invited  the  Savages  to  fupply  me  with  fcouts. 
The  weather  inclined  to  be  rainy ;  but  I 
forefaw  the  neceffityof  preventing  the  enemy; 
before  they  had  railed  the  works  which  they 
might  refolve  on. 

We  marched  the  whole  day  through  the 
rain ;  and  I  fent  out  fcout  after  fcout :  I 
flopped  at  the  place  where  my  brother  had 
been  aflaffinated ;  and  here  /  law  feme  hu¬ 
man  carcafes  ftiil  remaining. 

Being 
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Being  now  about  three  quarters  of  a  league 
from  the  Engliih  fort;  I  made  each  officer 
to  march  in  a  column  at  his  refpedive  divi- 
iion  Jn  order  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
1  po  e  of  them  as  the  exigency  fhould  re- 

I  fent  fcouts  who  were  to  go  clofe  to  the 

V^inp  ;  and  twenty  more  to  fupport  them  ;  and 

i  advanced  my  fe If  in  order;  when  feme  of 

my  people  returned  to  tell  me  that  we  were 

difeovered ;  and  that  the  Engliih  approached 

in  order  of  battle  to  attack  us :  as  it  was  faid 

they  were  juft  clofe  to  me,  /put  my  troops 

m  order  of  batt  e,  and  in  a  manner  agreeable 

to  the  wood-fighting.  It  was  not  long  before 

/perceived  that  my  fcouts  had  led  me  wron-  • 

and  /  gave  orders  to  my  troops  to  advance 

towards  that  fide  from  whence  I  anprehended 
an  attack.  rr 

As  we  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
giound,  we  prefented  our  flank  to  the  fort 
from  whence  they  began  to  cannonade  us ;  I 
perceived  aimoft  at  the  fame  time,  to  the 
light,  the  Engliih  coming  towards  us  in 
order  of  battle.  The  Savages,  and  we  alfo 
fet  up  the  cry,  and  advanced  to  meet  them  : 
but  they  gave  ^  us  not  time  to  make  our  dif- 
charge  :  they  filed  off,  and  withdrew  into  an 
intrenchment  which  lay  contiguous  to  their 
fort  We  then  fet  oJfelves  about  inverting 
the  fort .  it  was  advantageoully  enough,  fitu- 
aied  in  a  meadow,  tne  wood  of  which  was 

within 
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within  mu  fleet  (hot  of  it.  We  came  as  clofe 
to  them  as  it  was  poffible,  to  the  end  that  his 
Maiefty’s  fubjeds  might  not  be  expofed  with¬ 
out  neceffity  :  the  fire  was  pretty  brifk  on 
both  fides,  and  I  repaired  to  the  P^ce  which 
appeared  moft  to  favour  a  fally.  _  Wc  iuc- 
ceeded  in  filencing  the  fire  ol  their  cannon, 

I  may  fay,  with  our  finall  arms. 

The  enemy’s  fire  began  again  at  fix  o  Clock, 
with  more  fury  than  ever,  and  lafted  till  eight 
o’Clock.  We  returned  it  brilkly.  We  took 
the  proper  meafuresfor  fecuring  our  polls,  an 
keeping  the  Englilh  clofe  in  their  fort  dunng 
the  night.  When  we  had  put  ourfelves  into 
the  bell  pofition  poffible,  we  caufed  it  to  be 
cried  out,  that  if  the  Englilh  were  defnous  to 
fpeak  to  us,  we  would  ceafe  firing :  they  ac¬ 
cepted  the  propofal,  and  there  came  a  cap¬ 
tain  to  that  part  of  the  attack  where  I  was. 

I  detached  M.  le  Mercier  to  receive  him,  and 
|  went  myfelf  into  the  meadow ;  here  we 
told  them,  that  as  we  were  not  in  war,  we 
were  willing  to  deliver  them  from  the  cruel¬ 
ties  to  which  a  more  obllinate  refillance  would 
expofe  them  from  the  the  lavages ;  that 
this  very  night  we  would  take  away  from 
them  all  hopes  of  flipping  away  from  us.  That 
we  now  condelcended  to  Ihew  them  mercy,  as 
we  were  come  only  with  a  view  to  take  1  evengw 
for  the  murder  which  they  committed  on  my 
brother,  in  violation  of  the  molliacred  laws;  ana 
to  oblige  them  to  quit  the  King’s  territories ; 

and 
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capitulation  of  which  a  8rant  t  lem  Ac 

We  cnnfu!  f  t  a  C°Py  !s  annexed, 
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more  advantageous  to  the  nation  than  this  ca 
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J  ntted  an  aflaffmation  on  us,  in  the  camo  of 

g  S  v/, We  f  s  « 

^  rench  whom  they  had  in  their  power: 

^  compelled  them  to  evacuate  the  conntrv 

fehhefcaS 

nine  pieces.  We  had  already  defhoyed  ah 
*etr  Wes  and  Hack  cattle  shod  wTmade 

fi  ”r  w‘  &  Uuder  their  hands>  Aat  the 
lavour  we  ffewed  them,  was  only  to  prove  to 

Ae.,W  greatly  we  detire  tohreft  theS 

That  very  evening  the  articles  of  capitula¬ 
tion  were  figned  :  and  I  had  in  my  camp  the 
hoffages  I  required.  7  P  me 

^  S'?  °f  dap’  1  fent  a  detach- 
ment  to  take  poixeffion  of  the  fort;  the  gar- 

on  filed  off,  and  the  number  of  their  dead 
and  wounded  raifed  companion  in  me,  not- 
.  withftanding  my  refentment  of  the  manner 

the7  UC  1  thCy  had  made  awap  with  my  bro-' 

1  h?  [avaSes>  who  had  in  every  refpeft, 
complied  with  my  defires,  had  laid'  claim  to 

the 
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the  pillage.  I  oppofed  it,  but  the  confter- 
nation  of  the  Englifh  was  fo  .  reat,  that 
they  ran  away,  and  left  behind  them  even 
their  flag,  and  a  pair  of  their  colours.  I  de¬ 
molished  their  fort,  and  M.  le  Mercier  can  led 
their  cannon  to  be  destroyed  together  with 
the  one  which  had  been  granted  them  by 
their  capitulation,  the  Englifh  not  being  able 
to  take  it  away. 

I  haftened  away,  after  having  firft  deftroyed 
the  cafks  of  liquor,  in  order  to  obviate  the  dis¬ 
orders  which  they  muSt  have  infallibly  occa- 
lioned  :  one  of  my  favages  took  ten  Englifh 
and  brought  them  to  me  :  I  fent  them  awajf 
hy  another. 

I  loft  in  this  attack  only  two  French  and 
one  Pany  (a),  1  had  Seventeen  wounded, 
of  whom  were  two  favages ;  excluiive  oft 
feveral  wounds  fo  Slight  as  not  to  require  the 
Surgeon’s  affiftance.  / 

I  marched  this  day  about  two  leagues,  and 
caufed  our  chief  fick  to  be  carried  on  litters 
by  detachments. 

The  5th  j  arrived  about  nine  o’Clock  at  the 
camp,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
Englifh.  I  ordered  the  intrenchments  to  be 
demolished,  and  the  houfes  to  be  burnt  to 
allies.  This  done,  I  marched  on,  after  having 
detached  M .  de  la  Chavignerie  to  burn  all  the 
houfes  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  encamped  at 
„  three  leagues  diftance. 

O 

(a)  The  name  of  a  favage  habitation. 
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The  6th  I  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  place  where  we  left  our  waggons,  and 
arnved  there  about  ten  o’clock,  we  put  our 
wheel-carriages  in  order,  diftributed  provifions 
to  the  detachment,  carried  off  the  reft,  and 
found  fome  things  concealed.  After  which 
we  burned  the  hangar  d.  1  embarked  and 
went  on  till  lix  o  clock  in  the  afternoon ;  when 

I  was  obliged  to  encamp  upon  account  of  very 
heavy  rains. 

The  yih  I  continued  to  march,  after  having 
detached  M.  de  la  Chavignerie  to  inform  M. 
ae  Contrecceur  oi  the  iuccefs  of  our  campaign  ; 
I  burned  as  I  went  along  all  the  fettlements  I 
met  with,  and  I  made  a  furrender  about  four 
o  clock,  oi  my  detachment  to  M.  Contrecceur. 


Capitulation  granted  by  M.  ae  Villiers ,  captain , 
commander  of  the  troops  of  his  majeliy ,  to 
ttee  commander  of  the  Englifh  troops  in  the 
fort  of  Necejfity.  July  3,  1754,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  Evening. 

S  it  never  was  our  intention  to  difturb 
_  _ the  peace  and  harmony  that  reigned  be¬ 

tween  two  princes  in  friendfhip  ;  but  only  to 
revenge  the  murder  committed  on  one  of  our 
officers }  the  bearer  of  a  citation,  and  on  his 
efcort  j  as  alfo  to  hinder  any  fettlement  on  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  king  my  mafter. 

On  thefe  confiderations  we  are  willing  to 
(hew  mercy  to  all  the  Englifii  who  are  in  the 


{aid  fort  on  the  following  conditions. 


Article 
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A  'R  T  I  C  L  E  I. 

We  give  the  Englifh  comnia.nd3.nt  leave  to 
retire  with  ail  his  garnion,  and  to  icturn 
oeaceabiy  to  his  own  country ;  and  promife 
lim  to  hinder  any  inful  t  being  offered  to  him 
by  the  French ;  and  to  keep,  as  tar  as  lies  in 
our  power,  all  the  Savages,  who  are  with  us, 
within  bounds. 

II.  He  lliall  be  allowed  to  go  out  and 
carry  every  thing  with  him  that  belongs 
to  him ;  excepting  the  artillery,  which  we 
keep. 

III.  We  grant  them  all  the  honours  of 
war  and  leave  to  go  out,  drums  beating,  with 
a  fmall  cannon ;  being  defirous  to  prove  by 
this  favour  we  treat  them  as  friends. 

IV.  That  as  foon  as  the  articles  fhall  be 
figned  on  both  fides,  they  fhall  take  down 
the  Englifh  ftandard. 

V.  That  to-morrow,  at  break  of  day,  a 
detachment  of  French  lliall  go  to  fee  the 
garrifon  file  off,  and  take  pofieffion  of  the 
faid  fort. 

VI.  That  the  Englifh  having  fcarce  any 
horfes  or  oxen,  it  fhall  be  allowed  them  to  hide 
their  effedts  and  come  back  for  them  when 
they  have  got  horfes  ;  And  for  this  purpofe, 
they  may  leave  as  many  people  to  take  care 
of  their  goods  as  they  fhall  think  proper ;  on 
condition  they  give  their  word  of  honour-,  not 

2  2  to 
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to  form  hence-forward,  any  fettlement  in  this 
place,  nor  on  this  fide  of  the  mountains. 

Vil-  That  as  the  Englifh  have  one  officer, 
two  cadets,  and  all  the  prifoners  they  have 
made  at  the  artaffination  of  the  lieur  de  Ju- 
monville  in  their  power  •  and  promife  to  fend 
them  back  with  a  fafe-guard  to  fort  du  Quefne, 
htuated  on  the  river 'Ohio;  We  for  their 
fure  fulfilling  this  article,  as  well  as  this 
treaty,  require,  that  Jacob  Vambraan  and 
R  er,t  Stobo,  both  captains,  do  remain  hof- 
ta  es  with  us,  until  the  arrival  of  the  French 
ana  Canadians  above. mentioned. 

W  e  on  on  our  part,  oblige  ourfelves  to  grant 
an  efcort,  for  the  fafe  conducting  back  thefe 
two  officers,  upon  the  return  of  our  French, 
who  are  to  be  fent  back  in  two  months  and  a 
half  at  fart  he  ft. 

This  with  a  duplicate  thereof,  was  figned 
upon  one  of  the  ports  of  our  blockade, °  the 
day  and  year  above-mentioned. 

James  Mackaye 
By  Meffi  Geo.  Wafhington 

Coulon 

i  Vjlfiers, 
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NUMBER  X. 

T r (inflation  of  a  letter  wrote  from  fort  Du 
s/uefne  h  Robert  Stoho>  an  ,  Enghfiman, 
one  of  the  ho  ft  ages  for  the  fecur  tty  of  toe  ca¬ 
pitulation  granted  to  the  Englifh  troops  com-, 
manded  by' M.  Wajhington. 

Sir,  July  28,  1754. 

A  Savage,  called  Tufquerora  John,  has 
brought  hither  an  account,  _  which 
verv  much  alarms  all  the  lavages  on  this  river: 
He  fays,  that  the  Half-king,  Manaque- 
hiha,  and  a  Chevanon  chieftain,  &c.  to  the 
number  of  thirty  feven,  have  been  taken  by 
the  Englifh,  and  made  prifoners.  He  fays 
alfo,  that  John  Mainot,  alias  James  Cork, 
of  Montier’s  company,  told  him,  that  thefe 
thirty  feven  favages  were  to  be  hanged  as  foon 
as  they  arrived  at  the  Englifh  fettlements,  and 
advifed  him  to  make  his  efcape.  This  was 
artfully  reported  on  the  eve  of  a  great  Council 
between  the  Chevanons,  French,  and  the 
•favages  their  allies.  The  French  made  them 
a  long  and  elegant  harangue,  afluring  them, 
they  came  not  here  to  wage  war  againft  any 
body,  but  the  Englifh  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  live  at  reft  ;  that  they  hoped  the  favages, 
their  children,  would  not  fuffer  their  fathci  to 
be  infulted  in  his  old  age  :  that,  notwith- 
ftanding,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  joyi  the  Eng- 
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Jifli,  they  might  do  it;  but  if  they  bad  a 
mind  to  think  better,  they  would  remain 
in  peace.  This  is  all  I  could  learn  of  this 

The  French  feconded  thefe  words  with 
two  large  belts,  and  two  firings  of  wampum. 
Their  allies  did  the  fame.  There  were  alfo 
connuerable  preients :  to  wit,  iixteen  fine 
guns  two  barrels  of  powder,  balls  in  propor¬ 
tion,  Iixteen  fine  fuits  of  cloaths,  many  others 
or  ieis  value,  and  coverings  of  cloath.  The 

Chevanons  made  them  no  anfwer,  nor  did  I 
near  they  have  as  yet. 

It  is  allured,  that  the  Half  King  and  his 
people  were  killed,  and  that  their  wives  and 
children  have  been  delivered  to  the  barbarity 
of  the  Cnerokees  and  Catabocs,  who  are  af- 
leniblecl  to  the  number  of  three  hundred '  at 
the  new  magazine.  Whether  this  be  true  or 
not,  tis  certain,  that  the  lavages  are  very  much 
alarmed  ;  apd  were  it  not  for  this  news,  a  num- 
bei  or  different  nations  would  have  efpoufed 
your  intereft :  if  this  news  be  true  f which  I 
cannot  think,!  vcu  can  depend  upon  no  favages 
m  tueie  quarters ;  which  will  make  our  re- 


*  It  is  therefore  proved  by  the  telrimony,  even  of 
one  or  h  Englilh,  the  moft  prejudiced  againft  the  French, 
tit  f-hcle  tatter  chd  not  excite  the  favages  to  the  war. 
I  n  s  conduct  may  tee  compared  with  the  cunning  and  ar- 

ti  .  es  ol  ne  •  igiuh,  which  appear  fo  clearlv  in  Wafh- 
ingtQii  s  journal.  J 

turn 
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turn  very  hazardous :  but  this  is  not  to  be 

C°The  Chevanons,  Picko,  and  (a)  Delawago, 
have  held  a  great  Council  among  them  :  I 
know  not  the  refult  of  it.  I  have  engage 
fomeof  them  to  join  you,  and  aflu red  them 
they  would  be  very  well  received,  and  that 
there  were  many  fine  prefents  for  the  lavages 
at  the  new  magazine.  A  prefent  made  ,  a- 
propos  at  this  time,  might  be  of  great  lervice. 

If  we  could  engage  the  Catabocs  and  Cheto- 
kees  to  conclude  a'  peace,  I  believe  every  thing 
would  go  well.  In  the  combat  of  the  mea¬ 
dow,  near  the  fort  of  Neceitity,  we  had  no 
more  than  fix  or  feven  favages,  which  we 
call  our  own.  I  believe  they  were  ot  tne 
nation  of  Mingo,  and  little  efteemed  in  the 
nation,  particularly  one  John  Englilh  :  He  is 
of  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  looked  upon 
to  be  fpies  :  1  knew  he  was  to  join  you  with 
his  men,  but  be  on  your  guard  againft  them. 

I  fend  you  this  by  the  brother-in-law  of  Ma- 
naquetahas,  a  good  lubjett  whom  you  may 

truft.  . 

You’ll  fee  on  the  other  fide  the  plan  of  the. 

fort  drawn  as  Well  in  detail  as  time  anti  circui  n- 
ftances  would  permit  me.  The  gaitilon  at 
prefent  is  not  two  hundred  flrong,  all  work¬ 
men.  The  reft  are  gone  off,  to  the  number  of 
a  thoufand,  in  different  detachments.  In  two 

(a)  Savage  nations.  The  Delawago  may  be  the  fame 
that  M.  Washington  calls  Delawares. 

days 
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ays  Mercier ,  a  good  officer,  will  quit  ffie  fott 
and  leave  behind  him  only  Contrecoeur,  an(j 

iorae  young  officers  and  cadets.  Theyfentforne 

«ays  ago  a  lieutenant,  with  two  hundred  men 

wait  impatiently  for  them. 
At  his  return,  the  garrifon  will  cohfift  of  four 

hundred  men,  Theyfeem  here  to  mil's  laForce 
greatly;  Since  his  departure  there  were  no 
icoutsfent  out.  He  is  much  regreted  and  de- 
bred  here,  which  makes  me  judge  he  was  not 
a.n  or(hnaryman.  When  we  engaged  in  the  fer- 
vice  or  our  country,  it  was  expefted  it  would  be 
at  the  expence  of  our  lives.  Lei  no  one  there- 
lore  be  deceived.  Confider  the  advantage  that 
wi  accrue  from  the  expedition  without  the 
lealt  regard  to  us.  For  my  part  1  would  die  ten 
thoufmd  deaths  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  fee¬ 
ing  this  fort  in  the  hands  of  the  Engliffi.  The 
French  are  fo  vain  of  their  fuccefs  at  the 
meadows,  that  I  would  fooner  die,  rather  than 
hear  them  fpeak  of  this  affair.  Attack  this  au¬ 
tumn  as  foon  as  you  poffibly  can;  gain  over 
tne  Indians;  perfuade  them  with  judgment;  in 
a  word,  do  what  you  can  and  you  will  llicceed* 
an  hundred  truity  Indians  are  fufficient  to 
lurpnze  the  fort.  They  have  accefs  every  day 
here.  1  hey  may  hide  themfclves,  fo  as  to 
be  able,  without  much  difficulty,  to  fecure  the 
guard  with  their  Tamkanko :  let  then  the  o-te 
be  fhut,  and  the  fort  is  our  own.  Here  is 
never  in  the  night  but  Contrecoeur  and  the 
.guard,  which  never  exceeds  fifty  men,  all  the 

reff 


(  177  ) 

reft  are  lodged  without  the  walls  in  cabins 
built  all  round.  For  the  love  of  God  do  not 
communicate  this  letter  but  to  a  few  perfons; 
and  let  thofe  be  fuch  as  you  can  depend  on  : 
that  they  have  here  notice  of  every  thing,  is 
not  to  b®  queftioned  ;  ii  they  come  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  yhat  I  write,  the  lols  ol  the  little 
liberty  which  I  am  allowed,  would  be  the  leaft 
that  could  happen  me.  I  ffiould  be  delirous 
to  hear  from  you ;  but  let  no  mention  be  made 
of  this  in  your  letter.  Pleafe  to  excufe  the 
faults  which  might  have  crept  into  this  letter, 
in  which  there  is  no  great  coherency ;  and  be¬ 
lieve  me  yours. 

Signed,  Robert  Stobo. 

P.  S.  Be  kind  to  this  Indian.  Schinga 
and  Deleavy  George  are  come  to  this  place. 

'f  *  '  '  "  '  1 0**"'*' 

I  underwritten,  counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Engliffi  into  French  the 
above  letter,  the  original  of  which  remains 
depoiited  in  the  fecretary’s  office  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  New  France. 

Signed  I  Perthuis. 

r-) 


We  the  governor-general  and  intendant 
of  New  France  certify,  that  M.  Perthuis, 
counfellor  in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec, 
has  tranflated  the  above  letter  ;  and  that  we 
have  heard  all  the  Engliffi,  who  have  bee  a  in 
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tins  city,  fay,  that  the  faid  fieur  Perthuis 
ipoke  Engiifh  well,  and  tranflated  it  in  per¬ 
fection.  Done  at  Quebec  the  13th 
member  1755. 

Signed  Vaudreuil  and  Bigot, 

./  t  -  ...  *  •  V ,  * 

NUMB.  XI. 

Injiructicns  given  to  General  Braddock  by  bis 

■ Britannick  Majejly . 

George  R. 

•  "YNftruftions  for  our  trufty  and  well-beloved 
“*■  Edward  Braddock,  Efq;  major-general 
of  our  armies,  whom  we  have  appointed 
general  and  commander  of  all  and  every  of 
our  troops  and  forces,  which  are  actually  in 
North  America,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
lent  thither,  or  therein  railed ;  to  vindicate  our 
juft  rights  and  our  poffeffions  in  thefe  parts. 
Given  at  our  palace  of  St.  James’s,  the  25th 
of  November  1754,  and  of  our  reign  the 
28th.’  '■  :  ' 

Whereas,  by  our  commiffion  dated  the 
24th  of  September  laft,  we  have  appointed 
you  general  and  commander  of  all  and  every 
our  forces  which  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  in 
North  America  :  In  order  that  you  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  anlwer  the  confidence  of 
which  we  have  given  you  that  teftimony,  we 

have 


of  Sep- 
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U*  thought  proper  to  g.ve  you  the  mrtiue- 

tlonS  We  ^having  «*»  our  moil  fetihus  at- 
I.  We,  Having  fob  e£ts  of 

tention  to  Aerepreferru , t  ons  ot  o ■  ^  ^ 

North  America^  and  to  th  t  ^ 

and  pofleffious  be  aJ  ^  fe_ 

“rShr,eVv"utaiom:  drat  J  of  our 

regiments  of§foot,  which  are  now  m  Ireland 
regiments  »  Malket  and  colonel 

commanded  by  bu  retei  riaia  A  e_ 

Dunbar,  be  immediately  fent  over  to  A 

rica  with  a  fuitable  train  of  artilleiy,  tra 

ports  'and  provifrons,  under  the  convoy  of  * 

certain  number  of  our  fhips  o  war.  , 

2  Upon  receiving  our  prelent  inftruJ-wns, 

you  thah  embark  on  board  one  of  om  flaps 

of  war,  and  you  dial!  make  fail  mi  ho  m 
America,  whefe  you  will  take  upon  you  (he 
command  of  our  forces  ,  and  whereas  we  nav. 
appointed  Auguftus  Keppel  to  command  ^ 
fquadron  of  our  fhips  of  war  in  the  Amu  ^ 
leas,  we  require  and  enjoin  you  to  maintam 
a  nerfoft  undeiilanding  and  corrcipoiincnc^ 
Jk  him,  folohg  as  you  Ml  be  employed  m 
the  fervice  you  are  now  in  ;  and  we  have  g  - 
the  fame  orders  to  the  faid  commander  of  our 

fquadron,  with  regard  to  the.condud  and  tic 
correfpondence  which  he  w  to  ho  a 

y°lv.  And  whereas  a  number  of  men  ihaU  he 
Wanting  to  compleatour  faid  regiments,  tv.m  i 

A  *  2 
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ZL  {?  bf  comP°ied  of  between  five  and  feveri 

thnt  ftfd  iD^nfa^1  ’  and  our  intention  be  in:.  . 
*a;  Acre  be  forthwith  raifed  two  other  refit 

mems  of  infantry,  compofed  of  a  thoufand 
■  aen  each,  to  be  commanded  by  governor 
Shirley  and  Sir  William  Peppered  whom  we 
have  appointed  to  be  colonels  thereof,  in  our 
provinces  and  colonies  of  America;  we  have 
given  our  orders  that  the  rendezvous  of  the 
regiment  under  the  command  of  the  former 
lhall  be  at  Bofion,  and  that  under  the  com- 
mand  of  the  latter  at  New  York  and  Phila- 

S  K  Vani  thf  °Ur  feveraI  governors  fhall 
take  beforehand  the  meafures  neceffary  to 

^ntn,,'Jte J:°  t;iar  ntrnoft,  fo  as  to  have  about 
niree  thoufand  men  in  readinefs  to  be  enlifted 

ror  this  purpoie,  who  are  in  proportion  to  the 
number  that  fhall  be  raifed  to  be  put  under 
your  command,  and  are  there  to  be  fubjedt  to 
the  dutribution  which  you  fhall  make  of  them 
m  the  adove-mentioned  corps. 

And  whereas  we  have  thought  proper  to 
etacn  Sir  jonn  Saint-Clair  our  quarter  matter 
geiieral,  and  James  Petcher,  Efq;  our  com* 
miffary  for  muflers  and  reviews  in  America, 

.  to  the  end  that  they  may  make  all  neceffary 
preparations  againft  the  arrival  of  the  two  re¬ 
giments  from  Europe,  and  for  the  raifino-  0f 
the  forces  above-mentioned ;  you  fhall  inform 
yourfelf  immediately  upon  your  arrival  oftlw 
governors  who  fhall  be  the  nearefl  at’  hand, 
snd  in  time  and  place  of  all  the  governors 

O  3 

and 
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’and  ilkewife  of  the  quarter- matter- general, 
and  the  mufter-mafter-general,  what  progrels 
they  lhall  have  refpe&ively  made  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  our  above  orders,  to  the  end  that  you 
may  be  able  to  ad  in  confequence. 

4.  It  having  been  reprefented  to  us,  that: 
the  forces  of  Cork,  which  are  to  go  over  under 
your  command,  may  want  provilions  on  their 

arrival  in  America,  we  have  caufed  to  be 

«  -  *  * 

Ihipped,  &c. 

5.  Whereas  we  have  given  orders  to  our  faid 
governors,  to  provide  a  quantity  of  frelh  provi¬ 
lions  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  on  their  arrival 
and  whereas  they  are  equally  obliged  to  fupply 
our  officers  with  what  they  fliall  Hand  in  need 
of,  whenever  they  lhall  be  obliged  to  go  from 
place  to  place,  and  every  thing  that  lhall  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  travelling  upon  land  when  they  can¬ 
not  go  by  fea ;  likewife,  to  obferve  and  obey  ail 
fuch  orders  as  lhall  be  by  you  given  them,  or 
by  thofe  whom  you  lhall,  from  time  to  time, 
appoint  to  quarter  the  troops,  batten  the 
tranlports,  provide  every  thing  neceflary  for 
fuch  number  of  troops  as  lhall  arrive,  or 
lliall  be  raifed  in  America  :  and  whereas  thefe 
feveral  fervices  are  to  be  executed  at  the 
charges  of  the  governments  where  they  i  hull 
take  place  •  It  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
in  order  to  the  execution  of  all  thefe  parts, 
you  do  apply  to  our  abovefaid  governors,  or 
to  fome  one  of  them,  according  to  the  exi- 

*  r  v~* 

gency  of  the  feveral  cafes. 


(>•  A  n  d 


(  18a  )  1 

6..  And  whereas  we  have  moreover  com- 
manded,  our  faid  governors  to  ufe  all  their 
efforts,  in  order  to  prevail  oh  the  refpedtive 
affemblies  of  their  provinces  to  raife  fpeedily 
a  confiderable  a  fum  as  they  lhail  be  able  to 
obtain,  by  way  of  contributing  to  a  common 
fund,  to  be  provifionally  employed  in  America 
for  the  general  fervice,  and  in  particular,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expence  of  raifing  the  troops  which  are 
to  be  employed  in  compleating  the  regiments 
above-mentioned  :  It  is  our  will,  that  you 
give  them  all  the  advice  and  affiftance  you  can 
towards  advancing  thefe  advantageous  projedts, 
by  fettling  fuch  a  common  fund  as  may  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  projeB  of  Jervice  which  we 
propofe  to  you  (a)  ;  but  you  are  to  take 
fpecial  care  to  hinder  the  giving  any  money 
to  the  troops  which  are  to  be  under  your  com¬ 
mand  ;  fuch  payments  excepted,  as  fhall  be 
made  in  cOnfequence  of  the  fupplies  of  effec¬ 
tive  men  which  fhall  be  made. 

7,  Having  alfo  commanded  our  faid  go¬ 
vernors  to  correlpond  and  confer  with  you  on 
all  matters,  which  may  tend  towards  accele¬ 
rating  the  faid  levies  in  their  refpedtive  go¬ 
vernments,  we  require  you  to  aid  and  affift 
them  in  the  execution  of  our  inflrudtions ;  you 
are  therefore  not  only  to  keep  up  a  conftant 
and  frequent  correfpondence  with  them  by 

(a)  To  know  what  this  project  was,  fee  colonel  Na¬ 
pier’s  letter  in  the  following  pages. 
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letters,  but  you  are  alfo  to  viiit  the  faid  pro¬ 
vinces,  or  feme  of  them,  if  you  tmnk  it  for 
theadvanage  of  our  fervice;  and  you  lhall  put 
our  faid  governors  frequently  in  mind  of  ufing 
all  poffible  diligence ;  fo  as  the  execution  o 
our  projects  may  not  be  obftrufted  by  the  flow  - 
nefsV  the  levies,  which  are  to  take  place  m 
their  refpective  provinces,  or  by  the  want  o 
tianfports,  proviflons,  or  fuch  other  things  as 
fliall  be  neceflary,  in  whatever  time  or  p  ac 
you  fliall  think  convenient  to  affign  for  their 

general  rendezvous. 

'  You  fliall  alfo  affemble  a  council  of  war, 
which  we  have  thought  proper  to  appoint, 
and  which  fliall  confift  and  be  compelled  or 
yourfelf,  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  mips, 
c*f  fuch  Governors  of  our  colonies  and  pi  o- 
vinces, '  fuch  colonels  and  other  land  officers 
as  fliall  be  found  to  be  within  a  convenient 
diftance  of  our  faid  general  and  commander 
of  our  forces;  and  it  fliall  be  with  their  advices, 
or  of  the  plurality  of  them,  that  you  will  de¬ 
termine  on  all  the  operations  which  are  to  be 
executed  by  our  faid  troops  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  and  all  the  other  important  points 
which  fliall  have  a  reference'  thereto  ;  in  the 
manner  that  fliall  be  judged  moft  effectual 
for  attaining  the  ends  for  which  the  faid  troops 
are  defigned,  and  for  correfpondmg  faiufuHy 
with  the  truft  which  we  have  repofed  in  you. 

8.  You  are  not  only  to  keep  up  the  mo  If 
entire  harmony  and  friendfliip  poflibie  with 
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the  feveral  governors  of  our  colonies  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  but  even  with  the  chiefs  of  thefe  In¬ 
dian  nations.  You  are  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  fome  perfon  that  is  fit  and  agreeable  to  the 
Indian  nations  in  the  fouthern  parts,  in  order 
to  fend  him  to  them  for  this  purpofe;  in 
the  fame  manner  as  we  have  diredted 
colonel  Johnfon,  to  repair  to  the  northern 
nations,  as  being  the  perfon,  whom  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  they  will  receive  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  ;  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  fhare  and  adt  with  our  forces,  (a) 
in  the  operations  wliich  you  fhall  deem  the 
mod;  advantageous  and  expedient  to  under¬ 
take. 

9.  Y ou  fhall  from  time  to  time,  inform  your- 
felt  of  the  nature  and  value  of  the  prefents 
which  dial!  be  granted  by  the  afiemblies  of 
our  different  colonies  and  provinces,  accord¬ 
ing  to  cuftom,  in  order  to  invite  and  engage 
the  Indian  nations  to  our  interefts  and  ^alli¬ 
ance  ;  and  you  fhall  be  very  attentive  that  a 
juft  and  faithful  diftribution  be  made  thereof 
by  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be  charged  to  make 
it ;  and  you  fhall  affift  thefe  perfons  with  your 
beft  advice  towards  the  faid  diftribution  :  you 
are  to  be  alfo  particularly  attentive  that  thefe 
prefents  be  deipofed  or  prudently,  in  all  the 

(a)  The  orders  given  to  Colonel  Johnfon  were  long 
before  this  inftru£tion.  The  project  was  therefore  lonk 
fmce  concerted,  and  the  invafion  of  the  country  fituated 
on  the  Fair  River,  entered  into  the  plan  cf  this  project. 

occafions' 
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occafions  in  which  they  fhall  he  made  3  ^nd 
in  thole  exigencies  againft  which,  lieutenant 
governor  Dinwiddie,  might  have  made  a  pro- 
vifion,  with  regard  to  the  Indians,  m  conle- 
quence  of  the  funis  of  money  which  have  heen 
already  granted  in  his  towns,  01  elfe  whue. 

1  o.  It  having  been  reprefented  to  us,  that 
the  French  and  the  inhabitants  («)  of  otn  dif¬ 
ferent  colonies,  hold  a  correfpondence,  and  car¬ 
ry  on  an  illicit  trade  together ;  you  are  to  take 
fpeedily  all  the  meafures  neceffary  to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  fuch  dangerous  practices  , 
and  in  particular  that  no  fort  of  proviflons  be 
fupplied,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  to 

the  French,  &c. 

1 1 .  Whereas  we  have  thought  that  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  it  was  fit  to  fettle  and  alce;- 
tain  the  rank  which  is  to  be  obferved  between 
the  officers  bearing  our  immediate  commiffi-' 
ons,  and  thofe  who  ferve  under  the  commiflions 

of  our  governors,  &c. 

12.  You  will  receive,  here-to  annexed,  a 

copy  of  the  orders  which  we  fent,  the  28th  of 
A u full  i7c3>  to  our  feveral  governors, 
wherein  we  enjoin  them,  and  exhort  our  co¬ 
lonies  and  our  provinces  of  North  America, 

( a\  The  king  of  England  acknowledges  here  the  general 
law,  which  prohibits  an  European  colony  to  drive  a 
trade  with  the  lavages  difperfed  on  the  territory  of  ano  ¬ 
ther  colony  :  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  law  that  the  french 
were  authorized  to  coufifcate  the  goods  of  the  Englifh 
who  came  to  trade  on  the  f  air  River. 

B  b 


to 
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to  unite  together  for  their  common  arid  niu- 
i.Lial  defence  j  and  you  will  fee  by  our  directions 
ol  the  5th  of  July  (of  which  likewife  a  cony 
is  herewith  delivered  to  you)  our  repeated 
commands  for  the  enforcing  our  orders  of 
the  28th  of  Auguft  1753  ;  and  that  we 
Werepleafed  to  diredt  drat  the  fum  of  ten 
thoufarid  pounds  might  be  remitted  in  fpecie  to 
governor  Dinwiddie,  and  to  give  leave  to  our 
faid  lieutenant-governor  to  draw  for  another 
fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  on  the  condi¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  our  order  of  the  3d  of  July 
laid,  which  was  lent  to  the  faid  lieutenant- 
governor  the  27th  of  September  following  j 
the  faid  fum  to  be  employed  towards  the  ge¬ 
neral  fervice  anu  protection  of  Ncrth-Ainerica. 
The  leveral  other  letters  of  the  2 5th  and  ' 
26th  Oi  OdtoDer  and  ath  of  hJ*ovember,  to 
our  governors,  to  Sir  William  Pepperel  and  to 
colonel  Shirley  f  copies  of  which  will  be  de¬ 
livered  to  you,  together  with  the  prefent)  will 
make  you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  our  or¬ 
ders  and  inltruCtioris,  which  have  been  made 
known  on  this  occafion  to  our  officers  and 
governors;  and  will  enable  you  to  inform 
yoarfelf  of  their  execution,  and  the  advantages 
which  lhall  have  refulted  therefrom.  & 

13.  You  are  not  to  fail  fending  us,  by  the  frit 
and  all  opportunities  which  may  offer,  a  clear 
and  particular  account  of  your  Heps,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  effential  to  our  iervice,  by 
letters  to  one  of  our  principal  minifters  and  fe- 

eretary 
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cretary  of  date,  from  whom  you  will  receive, 
fi-om  time  to  time,  Inch  orders,  of  a  more 
ample  nature,  as  {hall  he  neceffary  for  your 

conduct. 

<c  1  under-written  >  counsellor  in  the  hi  pc- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
tranflated  from  the  Englilh  into  french, 
woid  for  word,  the  King  of  England  s  in- 
ftrudlions'  to  general  praddock;  tnc  original 
pf  which  remains  depoiited  in  the  fc- 
pretary’s  office  of  the  governor-general  of 
New-France.”  Done  at  Quebec,  September 
the  thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five, 

Signed  Perthuis. 

O 

<■<  We  governor-general  and  intendant  of 
New-France,  certify  that  M.  Perthuis,  coun- 
fellor  in  the  fiiperior  council  oi  Quebec,  has 
tranflated  from  Englilh  into  French,  the  King 
of  England’s  inftrudtions  to  general  Braddock  , 
and  that  we  have  heard  it  faid  by  all  the  Eng- 
Jifii  who  have  been  in  this  city,  that  the  fieur 
Perthuis  fpoke  Engliffi,  and  tranflated  it  to 
perfection.”  Done  at  Quebec,  September  the 
thirtieth,  one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed 


Yaudreuil  and  Bigot, 


- 


■■ 
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Lett  a  'from,  Rf%  Robert  Napier  written  to 
fl.  B/  ad  clocks  by  order  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Nuke  of  Cumberland \ 

London,  Nov.  25,  1754** 

Sin, 

I  S  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  in  the 
many  audiences  which  he  gave  you, 
lias  entered  into  all  the  particular  details  of 
tne  fervice  which  you  are  going  upon  ;  and, 
on  Saturday,  communicated  to  you  his  notions 
as  a  better  rule  for  the  execution  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  articles  of  his  majefty’s  inffrudtions- 
and  as  you  were  defirous  that  nothing  of  what 
palled  tnen,  fliouid  efcape  your  memory; 
he  has  commanded  me  to  let  down  every 
thing  in  writing.  His  royal  highnefs  has  this 
fervice  very  much  at  heart  3  it  being  of  the 
ut mod  ccniequence  to  the  territories  in  the 
obedience  of  his  majefty  in  America,  and  the 
honour  of  the  troops  which  he  employs  in 
the  laid  countries.  As  you  are  particularly 
concerned  in  this  affair,  his  royal  highnefs 
takes  the  greater  fhare  therein,  as  he  has 
made  intereft  with  his  majefty  to  procure  you 
this  command. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  his  royal  highnefs,  that 
Immediately  alter  your  landitig,  you  conlider 

what 
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'whatkind  of artillery  and  other  implements  of  war 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  tranfport  to  v\  lils-croek* 
forvour  fi-rffc  operation  on  the  Ohio ;  ana  t.ns,  irl 
fuch  quantity  as  that  it  may  not  be  wanting  m 
the  fervice ;  l'ikewife  thatyouform  afecond  held 
train,  with  good  officers  andfoldiers,  who  aid 
to  be  fent  to  Albany,  and  be  in  thorough  rea¬ 
dings  to  march  for  the  fecond  operation  a_ 

Niagara.  You  are  to  take  under  your  com¬ 
mand  what  number  you  ffiall  think  neceflary, 
from  the  two  companies  oi  artillery  which  are  at 
Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  as  loon  as  the 
feafon  will  permit  you ;  being  however  mindful 
to  leave  a  force  fufficient  for  the  defence  01 
the  ffiand.  Captain  Ord,  a  very  experienced 
officer,  and  of  whom  his  royal  highnefs  has  a 
great  opinion,  will  join  you  as  loon  as  hp 
poffibly  can. 

When  the  regirpents  of  Shirley  and  Feppe- 
rel  ffiall  be  increafed  to  a  number  diffidently 
conliderable ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  his  loval 
highnefs  that  you  caufe  them  to  encamp,  not 
only  for  the  fpeedier  difciplining^them,  bqt 
allb  to  attrad  the  attention  of  the  French,  and 
throw  them  into  a  fufpenfe  with  regard  to  the 
place  you  purpofe  to  attack.  His  royal  highnefs 
makes  no  doubt,  but  all  the  officeis  and 
captains  of  thefe  corps  will  anl'wer  his  expec¬ 
tation,  in  modelling  and  dilciplining  their  re- 
fpedtive  troops. 

The  moll  exact  and  the  ftridteil  difeipliue 

|s  always  neceffary :  but  it  can  never  be  too 

much, 
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much  in  fitted  on  in  thefervice  now  under  con. 
idertion,  His  royal  highnefs  therefore  recom- 
mends  to  you  the  enforcing  it  among  your 
ti  oops  in  the  moft  uniform  manner.  you 
are  alio  to  guard  againft  all  panic  terrors,  in 
the  pretence  of  the  Indians,  with  whom 
tney  are  not  yet  acquainted  ;  and  whom  the 
French  will  not  fail  making  ufe  of,  in  or¬ 
der  to  terrify  them.  His  royal  highnefs 
recommends  to  you  the  vifiting  your  ports 
night  and  day  ;  that  both  the  colonels 
and  other  officers  of  the  army  be  exadt 
in  doing  the  fame  ;  and  that  you  yourfelf  fet 
irequent  examples  thereof;  and  to  ffiye  your 

no  excufe  will  be 

admitted  for  any  lurprife  whatever. 

If  the  expedition  of  the  Ohio,  Ihould  take 

n?0,’ e  .t:nie  c’ian  bas  been  imagined  ;  and 
if,  wnne  it  is  carrying  on,  Shirley’s  and  Pep- 
perel  s  regiments  ihould  be  found  fufficient 
to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Niagara ;  it  is 
the  opinion  of  his  royal  highnefs,  that  you 
consider,  whether  you  can  repair  thither  in 
peri  on,  leaving  the  command  of  the  troops 
on  tlie  Ohio  to  an  officer,  on  whom  you  fafely 
resy  ;  or  whether  it  may  not  be  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  fervice,  to  fend  to  thefe  troops 
mme  perfon  whom  you  might  have  had  m 
view  for  the  command  of  the  Ohio  ?  This 
is  an  extreme  nice  cafe,  and  demands 
great  attention  on  your  part;  inafmuch  as 
colonel  Shmey  is  next  to  you  in  command. 

:  *  .  '  Therefore 
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Therefore  if  you  do  fend  fuch  an  officer',  he 
muft  conduct  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  appear  only  in  the  capacity  or  a  fucnd 
and  courifellor,  with  regard  to  colonel  Shiueyj 
who  ffiould  be  wrote  to  accordingly  he  not 
beincr  verfed  in  military  affairs :  and  his  loyal 
highnefs  thinks,  that  this  officer  ought  not  to 
produce,  or  make  mention  of  the  commif- 
lion  which  he  ffiould  have  from  you,  to  take 
the  command  of  him,  excepting  in  die  cait  of 
abfolute  neceffity. 

The  above  arrangements  may  ferve  as  a 
foundation  to  proceed  upon,  in  cafe  the  ex¬ 
pedition  of  Crown-point  *  may  take  place, 
whi  1ft  the  reduction  of  Niagara  is  laboured 

at. 

If  it  ffiould  be  neceffary  for  you,  after  the 
Ohio  expedition,  to  repair  to  Niagara  with  all 
your  forces ;  his  royal  highnefs  advifes  you  to 
examine  with  the  greateft  attention,  whether  it 
iiiay  not  be  poffible  to  go  from  the  Ohio  to 
Niagara  by  a  fhorter  way  than  that  of  the 
lakes  ;  which  you  ought  not  to  undertake 
under  any  pretext  whatibever,  without  a  mo¬ 
ral  certainty  that  proviffons  will  not  be  want¬ 
ing,  &c. 

As  to  the  delign  which  you  have  to  make 
yourfelf  mafter  of  Niagara,  which  is  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  ;  his  royal  highnefs  re- 

-  This  is  Fort-frederic  :  In  Enftilh,  Clown-pdiritt 

com  inert  :1s 


I 
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commends  it  to  you  to  leave  nothin?  to 
chance,  in  the  purfuit  of  that  enterprife. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  Crown-point,  peo- 
pie  are  perfuaded  that  the  provincial  troops 
Will  be  of  much  more  fervicej  beinp\  better 
acquainted  with  the  country ;  and  his  royal 
highnefs  recommends  to  you,  after  the  taking 
the  fort,  to  confult  with  the  governors  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces  about  a  proper  place 
to  build  a  fortification  on,  which  hereafter  may 
may  l'creen  both  the  fortrefles  and  provinces. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  forts  which  you 
fhall  think  neceffary  to  ere£l,  which  they 
perhaps  are  but  too  fond  of  in  that  country  j 
his  royal  highnefs  recommends  it  to  you  to  ob¬ 
serve,  that  they  may  be  contrived  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  require  a  flrong  garrifon ;  and 
he  is  of  opinion,  that  you  fliould  not  build  forts 
that  are  confiderable,  and  of  ftone,  without 
having  previoufly  fent  plans  and  eftimates  of 
the  faid  forts  to  England,  in  order  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  government.  His  royal 
highnefs  thinks  that  forts  of  earth,  with 
pointed  flakes  and  pallifadoed  with  good 
ditches,  •  capable  of  containing  two  hundred 
men,  and  in  cafe  of  need,  four  hundred 
will  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent. 

As  lieutenant  colonel  Lawrence  who  com¬ 
mands  at  Nova-fcotia,  has  for  fome  time 
part  formed  a  plan  of  making  himfelf  mafler 
pf  Beaul’ejour ;  his  royal  highnefs  is  of  opi¬ 
nion 


*  Stockaded  Forts, 


t 


(  *93  ) 

nion,  and  advifes  you  thereto,  that  you  con- 
lijlt  him  about  this  point,  both  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  executing  this  project.  His 
royal  highnefs.  forefees  that  his  majefty’s  drips 
will  be  of  great  ufe  in  this  expedition ;  not 
only  in  tranfporting  the  troops,  ftores,  anti 
warlike  implements,  but  alfo  in  intercepting 
the  ftores  and  other  fuccours  which  the 
French  may  receive  either  by  Bay-b  rancoife 
or  from  Cape-Breton,  to  Baye-Verte,  on  the 
other  tide  of  the  Ifthmus. 

As  to  your  winter-quarters,  your  operations 
being  over,  his  royal  highnefs  recommends  to 
you,  to  examine  whether  the  French  may 
not  be  for  making  fome  attempts  the  next  fea- 
fon  ;  and  what  place  they  will  more  probably 
fix  on.  In  this  cafe,  it  would  be  more  expe¬ 
dient  to  can  toon  your  troops  on  that  fide,  and 
at  fuch  diftance  from  one  another,  as  that  you 
mayeafily  reunite  them  for  the  general  defence. 
But  you  will  be  able  to  determineyourfelf  with 
Regard  to  this,  upon  the  appearances  of  things, 
and  from  the  intilligence  which  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  you,  to  procure  by  all  fort  of  means, 
immediately  on  your  arrival.  It  is  needlefs 
mentioning  to  you,  how  attentive  you  ought  to 
be,  not  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  furprifed.  His 
royal  highnefs  thinks,  that  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  you  fhall  meet  with  in  your  errand,  will 
arife  from  the  fupplies  of  provifions  for  your 
trQops.  He  therefore  recommends  to  you  to 
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lie  very  careful  in  this  refpe6t,  and  to  take  for 
this  purpofe  as  fbon  as  pottible,  certain  mea- 
fures  with  the  governors,  your  quarter-matter- 
general,  .  and  your  commiffaries.  I  hope  the 
extraordinary  fupplies  which  are  carried  you 
hy  the  fleet,  and  the  thoufand  barrels  of  beef 
defigned  for  your  fubliftence,  will  facilitate 
and  enfure  the  fupplying  of  your  troops. 

I  believe  to  have  omitted  above,  none  of  all 
the  points  on  which  you  defired  to  have  fome 
eclarcifement.  If  fo  :  you  may  expofe  them 
now,  or  hereafter.  If  you  will  be  fo  good 
as  to  communicate  to  me,  fuch  points  as  may 
embarrafs  you,  I  fhall  take  it  upon  me  to  lay 
them  before  his  royal  highnefs ;  and  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  his  manner  of  thinking  on 
the  fubjeft.  I  heartily  wi/h  you  much  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  as  this  fuccefs  will  greatly  rejoice  all 
your  friends,  I  earnettly  defire,  that  you  will 
be  perfuaded,  nobody  will  take  greater  plea- 
fure  in  being  informed  thereof,  than  he  who 

}S,  &£, 


Signed 

Robert  Napier. 


Afterwards  is  written, 

v  *  •  *  * 

I  the  underwritten,  counfeilor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  tire  having  tranf- 

lated 


/ 


(  l9S  ) 

lated  from  the  Englifh  into  French,  word 
for  word,  the  above  letter  ;  the  original  of 
which  remains  depolited  in  tne  lecretary  s 
office  of  the  governor-general  of  New- 
France.  Done  at  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  oi 
September,  one  thoufand  feveii  hundred 
and  fifty  five, 

Signed  Perthffis; 


And  lower  down  is  wiitten. 

1 

We  the  governor-general  and  intendant 
of  New  France  certify,  that  M.  Perthuis, 
counfellor  in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec, 
has  tranflated  the  above  letter ;  and  that  we 
have  heard  all  the  Englifh,  who  have  been  in 
this  city,  fay,  that  the  faid  fieur  P ertliuis 
fpoke  Englifh  well,  and  tranflated  it  to  per¬ 
fection.  Done  at  Quebec  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  five. 

Signed 

is 

V audreuil  and  Bigot, 


*  •  r- 


Cc  £ 


^f  y  M  .& 


numb.  XIII. 

1  r (inflation  oj  a  Regijler  of  Letters  wntteh 
by  M.  Braddock ,  to  feveral  Miniflers  and 

Englijh  Noblemen. 

$  * 

LETTER  i. 

To  Henry  Fox  Efq Secretary  at  War. 

Sir,  Williamfburgh,  Febr.  24,  1755. 

AFTER  a  paftage  of  feven  weeks  in 
which  I  had  very  bad  Weather,  I  ar¬ 
rived  here,  where  I  found  every  thin  4  in 
great  confufion  as  I  expected  it :  much  mo¬ 
ney  has  been  already  expended  here,  though 
very  little  has  been  done  as  yet.  '  Sir  John 
St-Clair  is  juft  arrived  here,  and  I  refer  you 
to  his  letters, .  to  be  informed  of  the  bad  con¬ 
dition  of  the  independent  companies  of  New¬ 
ark  :  the  time  fince  my  arrival  has  been  too 
fhort,  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  account  of 
them  by  myfelf.  The  governor  here  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  people  of  this  province,  are 
well  perfuaded  of  the  neceifity  of  giving  all  the 
affiftance  in  their  power  towards  forwardino- 
an  affair  that  concerns  them  fo  nearly.  Go¬ 
vernor  Dobbs  is  well  enough  fatisfied  with 

thofe  of  his  province,  and  hopes  to  be  more 
fb  hereafter. 

Penfylvania  will  do  nothing,  and  fupplies 
tbe  French  with  every  thing  they  want.  I 

fhall 
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fliall  execute  your  orders  punctually,  as  loon, 
as  I  {hall  have  it  in  my  power :  I  have  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  appointing  a  commifiaiy 
For  about  fifteen  days.  I  Ihall  have  occafion 
to  write  to  you,  and  Ihall  acquaint  you  with 
all  fuch  particulars  as  I  Ihall  think  raoft  m- 
terefting.  I  am  with  a  profound  rcfpect, 

fir,  &c. 

LETTER  II. 

To  Colonel  Napier ,  Adjutant -General 

Sir,  Williamfburgh,  Feb.  24,  1755* 

AFTER  having  gone  through  all  the 
hazards  of  the  fea  from  which  I  got  fafe, 
I  arrived  here  the  20th  of  this  month.  The 
governor  has  given  me  hopes  that  the  people 
will  grow  more  tradable  :  and  that  they  lee. 
the  neceffity  of  fupplying  me  with  all  the 
fuccours  they  can,  in  an  undertaking  which 
concerns  them  perfonallv.  So  little  order  has 
fubfifted  hitherto,  that  much  has  been  fpent 
in  doing  very  little.  Sir  John  St-Clair  arrives 
at  this  inftant,  and  you  will  fee  by  his  letters 
( to  which  I  refer  youj  what  is  now  done. 
This  man  is  indefatigable,  and  has  done  all 
that  man  is  capable  of  doing.  You  will  fee, 
by  his  letters,  the  condition  of  the  troops 
in  this  country  ;  particularly  that  of  the  infa¬ 
mous  free  companies  of  New- York.  The 
province  of  Penfylvania  the  mod  ncmerous, 
and  the  richeft  of  thefe  provinces,  will 
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nothing,  and  fupplies  the  French.  The 
Six-Nations  have  now  declared  for  the  French. 
L  have  as  yet  but  four  twelve  pounders, 
which  will  not  be  attended  with  any 

I  am  be  obliged  to  make  a 
breach,  but  I  cannot  help  that.  I  {hall  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  fome  from  the  men  of  war. 
We  have  yet  nothing  in  readinefs  to  tranf- 
port  them.  My  mod:  humble  duty  to  his 
royal  highnefs.  I  am,  my  dear  colonel,  your 
mold  humble,  &c. 

I 

LETTER  in. 

To  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon ,  his  Majefys  princi¬ 
pal  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir,  Wiili amf  burgh,  March  18 ,  1755. 

I  Arrived  here  the  20th  of  February :  the 
Gibraltar  having  failed  two  days  after,  it 
was  not  poffible  for  me  to  lend  you  by  her, 
an  account  of  the  preparations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  provinces  for  the  lervice  of 
our  expedition  j  nor  of  the  mealures  which  I 
muff  take  to  make  it  fucceed. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival,  I  forwarded 
with  all  fpeed,  letters  to  the  different  governors 
of  this  continent,  in  order  to  prevail  on  them 
to  exert  themftlves  in  their  refpedtive  govern¬ 
ments  tdwards  obtaining  fupplies  of  men  and 
money,  purfuant  to  the  orders  they  hadreceived 

from 
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from  his  majedy :  recommending  to  them, 
to  lock  up  their  ports  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  impoffile  for  the  enc-iTiy  to  di  iW 
any  providons  from  us ;  which  has  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  here  by  governor  Dinwiddie.  I  have 
like  wife;  agreeable  to  his  majefty  s  induc¬ 
tions,  recommended  to  them  the  eftabl idl¬ 
ing  a  common  fund  out  of  the  money 
granted  by  the  leveral  colonies ;  which  will 
ferve  as  a  proviftonal  capital  towards  de¬ 
fraying  the  expence  of  the  general  fervice 
of  our  expedition,  and  might  be  at  my 
difpofal ;  offering  to  make  myfelf  account¬ 
able  to  each  of  them  for  the  employment 
that  fhall  be  made  of  it.  Though  this 
is  the  bed  ftep  that  can  be  taken  towards 
promoting  the  fervice  I  am  engaged  in,  and 
the  lured  road  to  fuccefs ;  yet  the  jealoufy  of 
the  people,  and  the  dilunion  of  many  colo¬ 
nies,  as  well  between  them  in  general,  as 
between  each  of  them  in  particular,  are  fuch, 
that  I  alm'od  defpair  of  fucceeding.  I  am 
indeed  very  forry  to  tell  you,  that  in  all 
appearance,  I  diall  meet  with  great  difficul¬ 
ties  in  obtaining  of  thefe  colonies,  the  fup- 
plies  which  his  majedy  expe&s  from  them  ; 
and  which  the  general  iptered  requires. 
The  different  governors  of  the  provinces  of 
this  continent  will,  I  think,  inform  you  of 
what  each  of  thefe  provinces  has  already  done 
in  favour  of  this  undertaking,  and  what 
they  are  to  do  hereafter  r  All  X  can  inform 

"  '  '  yw 
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you  of  for  the  prefent,  is,  that  governor  Dirt- 
widdie  has  already  obtained  from  his  province, 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  currency :  and  that 
he  hopes  to  obtain  of  the  aflembly,  which  he 
has  appointed  to  meet  for  this  purpofe,  the 
firft  of  may  next,  a  larger  fum.  North-Ca- 
rolina  has  granted  eight  thoufand  pounds  j 
that  of  Maryland,  fix  thoufand  pounds ; 
each  the  current  coin  of  their  refpective 
governments. 

_  Though  Pen fyl vania  is,  without  contra¬ 
diction,  the  riched  and  the  mod  concerned 
in  the  event  of  this  expedition  ;  yet  it  has 
1  applied  nothing  hitherto.  I  have  therefore 
wrote  to  the  governor  a  very  full  letter  j 
which  he  is  to  lay  before  the  aflembly  of 
that  province,  if  he  judges  it  neceflary,  to 
make  them  fenfible  of  their  duty :  I  fend 
you  a  copy  thereof. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  governor  Shirley  has 
acquainted  you  with  the  progrefs  made  in 
the  raiflng  of  the  American  regiments :  I 
take  his  to  as  good  as  complete,  from  the 
accounts  that  have  been  giver\  me.  As  to 
that  of  fir  William  Pepperrel,  I  cannot  give 
you  any  account.  I  have  taken  meafures 
with  Mr.  Keppel,  that  thefe  regiments  may 
have,  with  all  the  expedition  pofllble,  the 
;irms  and  cloathinsr  dedined  for  each  of  them. 
All  the  tranfports  are  arrived,  excepting  the 
Severn,  which  has  on  board  a  company  of 
fir  Peter  Kalkett’s  regiment,  which  is  ex- 

pefted 
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pe<fted  from  day  to  day :  I  have  had  no 
f  ck  as  vet-  In  Head  of  cantoonmg  my  troops, 
as  I  at  firft  propofed,  according  to  the  account 
dnt  to  England  bv  Sir  John  Sinuan ,  1  have 
ordered  the  transports  to  fail  up  the  river 
Potomack  and  to  foil  down  to  Alexandria, 
and  land  them  where  I  defign  to  encamp, 
the  wind  being  favourable  and  apprehending 

no  r lit.  .  •  4 

All  the  new  railed  troops  of  Virginia  anu 

Maryland  are  likewife  to  join  me  at  Alexan¬ 
dria  ;  I  fhall  take  the  picked  men  to  complete 
the  Englilh  regiments  to  feven  hundred  men 
each,  and  lhall  employ  the  others  in  the 
following  manner,  as  has  been  agreed  on 
with  Governor  Dinwiddie  ;  viz.  to  form  two 
companies  of  carpenters,  compofed  each  of  a 
captain,  two  fubalterns  two  ferjeants,  and 
thirty  men.  The  firft  of  there  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  neceffary  to  make  roads  and  boats, 
repair  the  carriages,  &c.  and  ^  lhall  make  me 
of  the  remainder  of  thefe  fupphes  to  cover  the 
main  body,  and  guard  it  again  ft  all  iurpnzes. 
Thefe  companies  will  he  paia  by  the  pio- 
vinces,  and' on  the  fame  looting  with  thole 
of  Old  England,  allowing  for  the  difference 
of  currency,  which  is  about  25  per  cent.  1 
have  alio  raffed  a  company  of  guides,  com¬ 
pofed  of  a  captain,  two  aids,  and  ten  men  ; 
J  have  eftablifhed  pofts  from  the  head  quar¬ 
ters  to  Philadelphia,  Annapolis  in  Maiylan  > 

and  Williamlburgh;  in  order  to  keep  up  the 

D  d  coirei- 
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corrcfpondence  which  is  neceffary  for  me, 
with  all  the  governors  of  thefe  provinces. 

As  loon  as  I  can  poffibly  aiTemble  my 
troops,  colleCt  forage,  provifions,  and  other 
things  necellafy  for  a  march,  I  lhall  pro¬ 
ceed  ;  and  let  about  reducing  the  French 
forts  on  the  Ohio.  It  is  a  great  doubt 
whether  I  mall  meet  with  any  grafs  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains 
before  the  end  of  April,  which  is  the  fooneft 
I  can  get  there.  1  have  it  not  now  in  my 
power  to  give  you  a  juft  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  I  lhall  have  with  me.  Suppoling 
I  compleat  the  Englilh  regiments  to  four  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men,  the  companies  of 
carpenters  and  fcouts  to  the  number  above- 
mentioned,  with  the  independent  companies 
of  New  York,  which  fail  very  Ihort  of  their 
complement,  as  do  thofe  of  Carolina  ;  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  whole  will  not  exceed  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  men.  I  propofed  to  have 
augmented  them,  by  means  of  the  provin¬ 
cials,  to  the  number  of  three  thoufand.  But 
as  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  have  an  interview 
with  governor  Shirley,  and  that  accordingly 
I  ordered  him  to  meet  me  at  Annapolis  in 
Maryland,  I  have  put  off  giving  the  neceffary 
directions  for  this  augmentation  till  after  the 
laid  interview. 

1 1 

I  expebt  governor  Shirley  at  Annapolis 
in  lefs  than  three  weeks.  Governor  Dinwiddie 
offers  to  attend  me  thither,  and  I  have  writ  to 

thofe 


(  2°3  ) 

thofe  of  York  and  Penfylvania  to  meet  me 
there  if  the  affairs  of  their  provinces  do 
permit  it.  In  this  interview,  at  which  com¬ 
modore  Keppel  is  alio  to  be  prMSitJ  mtcml 
fettlino-  the  operations,  which  we  lhal l  de te  i  n  u  n 
to  be  carried  on  towards  the  northern  parts,  and 
entering  into  an  examination  of  the  means, 
which  we  may  make  ufe  of  with  advantage 
to  recover  the  frontiers  of  the  la  ians,  ma- 
are  contiguous  to  feveral  colonies,  and  icca.ie 
them  for  his  majeftyj  and  I  ihall  endcavou^at 
the  fame  time  'to  excite  the  governors  to  tne 
exertion  of  ail  their  influence,  towai  s  pio 
moting  the  King’s ;  fervice ;  in  an  au-ii 
this  importance.  I  ihall  lay  hole,  oa 
the  firft  *  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  with 
what  (hall  be -agreed  upon.  I  cannot  tell 
you  iuftly  what  forces  the  French  have 
on  the  Ohio  ;  but  if  the  various  accounts 
which  we  have  from  thence  may  be  depended 
upon,  they  exceed  three  thoufand,  the  major 
part  of  which  is  compofed  of  Indians.  .  It  is 
a  o-eneral  opinion  that  the  Iroquois  are  in  the 
French  King’s  intereft,  excepting  the  Mo¬ 
hawks  (a).  Governor  Dinwiddle  flatters 
himfelf  m-eatly,  that  thefe  1  aft  will  unite  them- 
felves  with  us,  as  alio  the  Catawbas,  a  wai- 
like  nation,  though  fmall  in  number,  and 
fome  Cherokees.  All  the  other  fouthern  na¬ 
tions  appear  now  to  be  linked  to  tne  1  lenci,  j 


faj  Thefe  are  the  Anies. 

D  d  2 


but 
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hut  as  their  attachment  ought  to  be  afcribed  to 

t  ls  ^ucce^  which  they  have  lately  obtained. 
c'l’cr  us>  Jt  may  be  hoped  that  the  appearance 
o*  our  army,  or  the  lead  advantage  which  we 
ihail  gain  over  them,  will  be  productive  of  a 
great  alteration  in  their  dilpolitions. 

I  fend  vou  encloied  the  extraCt  of  a  letter 
fiom  tne  officer  who  commands  at  Chowaguen 
written  to  governor  Dinwiddie  (b)  which 
proves  the  monftruous  and  abfurd  fallhoods, 
which  the  French  make  ufe  of,  to  impofe  on 

tne  lavages,  and  gain  them  over  to  their  in- 
terefts. 

M:  de  Lancey,  lieutenant-governor  of  New 
orb,  propofes  to  me  in  his  letters,  to  employ 
the  money  which  is  to  be  raifed  in  his  govern¬ 
ment,  ana  is  defined  for  the  prelent  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  building  forts  for  the  particular  defence 
of  that  province  ;  as  this  propofal  appears  to  me 
to  be  now  quite  out  of  feafon,  I /wrote  him 
word,  that  all  the  affiftance  that  could  be 
g.ven  by  the  colonies,  could  not  be  better 

employed  than  in  forwarding  the  prefent  ex¬ 
pedition. 

Governor  Dinwiddie  writes  me  word,  that 
M  de  Lancey  has  agreed  to  a  neutrality,  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Indians  in  alliance  w'lth  the  French. 

I  do  not  fee  what  reafofl  he  has  had  to  fuffer 


{b)  The  moll  this  letter  proves  is,  that  the  com¬ 
mander  of  Chouaguen  accufes  the  French  of  falfhooa. 

a  thing 
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a  thing  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  (c)  but 
as  1  think  it  may  be  attended  with  great  m- 
convenc.es,  I  intend  giving  him  my  opinion 
of  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  I  efteem  myfelf 
very  happy  in  being  afibeiarer.  jM# 
fervice  with  an  officer,  of  M.  Keppel  ^ 
ties  and  good  difpofitions  j  which  appears  y 
his  readinefs  to  enter  into  every  meafuie  the 
may  be  conducive  to  the  fuccexS  o  » 
undertaking.  As  but  four  pieces  of  twelve 
pounds  were  given  me  with  the  ti am,  an 
that  a  greater  number  appeared  neceffary 
to  me,  I  applied  to  him  to  have  four 
more  from  his  {hips,  with  the  neceflary 
ammunition,  which  he  has  granted  me 
with  the  greateft  readinefs  poffibne  ;  as  alio 
a  deal  of  other  things  which  I  ftood  in  need 
of :  he  has  likewiie  let  me  have  thuty 
feamen,  with  the  officers  neceifary  to  conduct 
them,  to  attend  on  the  army  in  its  march  ;  I 
make  ufe  of  them  with  advantage  in  building 
battoes,  in  order  to  affift  us  in  transporting  our 
artillery  and  heavy  baggage;  and  for  tneir 
fubfiftence  I  fixed  it,  with  the  commodore,  to 
three  {hillings  and  fixpence  a  day,  forme 
officers,  and  fixpence  for  the  bailors ;  which  s. 
{hill  be  obliged  to  take  out  of  the  quotas 
furnifhed  by  the  provinces.  As  I  do  not  hnu 
that  the  provifions  which  have  been  iruae  oy 


(c )  What  f  it  was  then  very  extraordinary,  that  the 

inhabitants  of  Albany,  would  not  believe  themflves  m 
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warwito  '-he  French  and tne  fava^es  then  ai.ies. 
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tbe  colonies  for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  troops, 

tChemH  l  mi  bG  °b]iSed>  in  -de/to 

tupp.y  the  deficiency,  to  take  a  thoufand 
bauds  of  beet  and  ten  tons  of  butter,  out  of 
the  pi-OTjfional  fupply  fent  from  England. 

The  juftice  which  I  muft  do  governor 
Dinwxddie,  will  not  allow  me  to  include 
tais  letter  without  acquainting  you,  with  the 
zeal  which  he  has  thewn,  and  the  pains 
which  he  has  taken  in  all  thapes,  for  the 
good  of  the  fervice  on  this  occafion  ;  when 
l  confider  the  fatfion  which  has  prevailed 
over  him  in  his  government,  I  find  he  has  fuc- 
ceeded  in  a  manner  beyond  all  hopes. 

I  have  his  Majefty’s  orders  to  deliver  all  the 
french  who  jhall  be  taken  in  this  expedition  to 
Commodore  Keppel  m  order  to  be  carried  to 
France ;  but  as  M.  Keppel,  has  had  no  direc¬ 
tions  from  the  admiralty,  in  this  refined,  and 
tnat  thnsaff air  appears  to  him  of  too  nice  a  nature 
to  act  in  it  without  order,  I  muft  beg  orders 
from  his  Majefty  of  a  more  ample  nature  in 
regaru  to  this  affair,  and  that  as  foon  as  pofiibk 
1  lie  bevern  is  juft  arrived. 


le 


lam,  Sir ,  £?c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IV. 

Tb  the  Governor  of  P enfdvania. 
Alexandria,  in  Virginia  April  1 5>  1 75 5 • 


S  1  R, 

I  A  m  informed,  that  there  are  in  your  pro¬ 
vince  a  great  number  of  Indians  from 
the  river  Ohio,  who  have  been  expelled  from 
thence  by  the  French.  I  defire  you  will  let 
them  know  that  I  march,  with  a  body  of  the 
King’s  troops,  to  wreft  from  the  French 
the  encroachments  which  they  have  mad--  on 
that  river,  in  order  to  re-eftablifh  the  Indians 
our  allies,  and  to  defend  them  therein  againft 
their  enemy.  As  thele  Indians  muff  be  pel  ieci- 
ly  acquainted  with  that  country,  and  that  they 
may  be  of  great  ufe  to  me,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
expedition,  I  beg  you  will  prevail  on  them  to 
come  and  join  me  at  Will’s  Creek,  with  their 
choice  men  ;  and  to  affine  them,  that  they 
fhall  be  well  ufed,  and  fhall  not  want  any 
thing  neceffary  to  them.  I  beg  you  will  ac¬ 
quaint  me  with  what  you  have  non--  in  this 
affair,  as  alfo  what  Indians  I  may  expect  fiom 
your  province.  I  hope  the  ftates  of  your  go¬ 
vernment  will  take  care  of  the  fubfiftence  of 


% 


(  208  ) 

the  women  and  children,  until  the  return  of 
thofe  people  :  as  they  would  be  very  trouble- 
fome  to  me  if  they  came  to  the  camp. 


LETTER  V- 

% 

I 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon, 
one  of  his  MajeJJy s  principal  fecretaries  of 
jiate. 

Alexandria ,  April  19,  1755. 

S  I  R, 

I  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  from 
Williamfburgh  the  18th  of  I  aft  March, 
by  a  veflel  which  was  to  fail  in  eight  days 
after. 

The  13th  of  this  month,  Governor  Shirley, 
accompanied  by  the  other  Governors,  of  whom 
I  made  mention  in  my  laft,  as  alfo  Colonel 
■  Jchnfon  met  me  here. 

In  this  interview,  M.  Shirley  has  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  a  plan,  formed  by  him  and  Go¬ 
vernor  Lawrence,  of  which  he  told  me  he  had 
given  you  an  account  of,  for  attacking  the 
French  forts  in  Acadia  ;  as  I  entirely  approved 
of  it,  I  fent  immediately  my  orders  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Monckton,  to  take  upon  himfelf  this  com- 

inandj 
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mand,  and  to  fe t  about  this  expedition,  with¬ 
out  delay. 

1  have  alfo  fettled  with  him  the  plan,  for 
the  reduction  of  crown  point,  which  is  to  be 
undertaken,  only  by  provincial  trcops,  railed 
in  the  northern  colonies  to  the  number  or 
about  four  thoufand  four  hundred,  under  tnc 
command  of  Colonel  Johnlon,  a  perfbn  re¬ 
commended  by  his  great  influence  over 
the  fix  Indian  nations,  and  by  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  enjoys  throughout  all  the 
northern  colonies. 

As  the  moil  important  of  all  our  enter- 
prifes  is  that  of  Niagara,  I  propofed  to  M. 
Shirley  that  he  would  charge  himfelf  with 
this  commiflion,  which  he  has  done  readily. 
I  have  accordingly  given  him  my  orders 
for  taking  his  own  regiment  along  with 
him,  which  ought  to  be  complete :  and 
Pepperel’s,  fuch  as  it  is,  in  order  to  go 
upon  this  expedition  with  all  the  diligence 
pofiibie.  1  have  heretofore  given  my  or¬ 
ders  for  the  reinforcing  the  garrifon  of 
Chouaguen,  with  two  companies  of  Peppe- 
rels,  and  the  two  independent  companies  of 
New  York;  which  I  looked  upon  as  a  ne- 
ceffary  flop,  in  order  that  the  works  might  he 
put  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  may  hereafter  preferve 
the  garrifon,  and  fecure  our  troops  a  retreat. 

As  M.  Shirley,  is  the  officer  who  is  next  to 
me  in  command,  and  that  I  have  die  highefi 

c  .  opinion 
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opinion  or  his  integrity  and  his  zeal  for  hisma- 
jefty’s  fervice,  I  have  authorized  him,  in  cafe 
no  treaiurer  was  named  in  the  northern  parts, 
to  draw  upon  his  Majefty’s  treafurer  to  the 
amount  of  what  will  be  expended  towards 
the  fervice  of  his  province. 

I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  prove 
in  this  manner  the  neceffity  of  adting  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  diftance  we  are  at,  and  the  irn- 
poflibiiity  of  conferring  together  on  this  fubjedt. 

(He  writes,  that  Governor  Shirley  propofed 
to  him,  to  treat  the  two  new  raifed  regiments 
as  thofe  of  old  England.)  ; 

The  inclofed  copy  will  inform  you  of  the 
different  fubjedts  that  have  been  canvaffed  in 
the  council,  and  which  I  brought  on  the 
carpet  at  the  interview  which  I  had  with  the 
Governors.  As  his  Majefty  has  eritrufted  to 
me  the  care  of  employing  fuch  proper  perfcns 
as  I  fhould  find  moft  fitting  to  gain  over,  the 
Indian  nations  to  his  interefts;  this,  in  the 
council  appeared  to  me  of  much  greater  con- 
fequence  than  I  had  imagined,  and  to  require 
the  greater  attention,  as  their  condudt  to* 
wards  us  for  lome  years  paft,  is  an  indication 
of  the  fix  nations  being  diffatisfied  with 
us,  and  that  a  great  want  of  confidence  ap¬ 
pears  on  their  fide,  in  the  arms  of  his  majefty. 
1  propofed  Colonel  Johnfon  as  the  propereft 
man  for  this  errand,  on  account  of  the  great 
’credit  which  he  enjoys  among  them  ;  my 
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choice  has  been  unanimoufly  approved  of  by 
the  council,  and  I  accordingly  fent  him  a 
fpeech  which  he  is  to  make  in  my  name,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  moft  extenfive  powers  to  treat 
with  them.  He  is  fingly  entrufted  with  the 
condudt  of  this  negotiation  :  for  this  purpoie  I 
advanced  him  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds , 
of  which  eight  hundred  are  to  he  immediately 
given  them  in  prefenis,  and  to  be  repayed  by 
the  colonies,  the  remainder  is  for  future  pre¬ 
fents,  and  in  order  to  pay  what  it  may  coft  to 
make  them  move.  I  have  likewife  given  him 
power  to  draw  on  Governor  Shirley  for  larger 
furns,  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceflity,  without 
any  other  condition  than  that  of  keeping  an 
exacft  account  of  the  employment  which  he 
fhall  make  of  it  ;  the  exigency  of  the  fervice, 
and  the  neceflity  of  my  relying  upon  him,  en¬ 
gage  me  to  fhew  him  this  confidence,  and 
the  inftances  of  probity  which  he  has  given 
on  every  occafion,  are  to  me  aflurances  that 
Jae  will  make  no  bad  ufe  of  it. 

You  will  be  fufliciently  informed,  by  the 
minutes  of  the  council  which  I  addrefs  to 
you,  of  the  impoffibility  of  obtaining  from 
many  colonies  the  eftabliflaing  a  general  fund 
agreeable  to  the  mftrudfions  of  his  majefty, 
and  the  circular  letters  which  you  have  ad- 
dreffed  to  me  for  the  ieveral  governors.  Since 
the  laft  accounts  which  I  have  given  you  of 
this,  very  little  has  been  fupplied  either  in  men 

oy 
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or  money  by  aUthefe  provinces.  The  fum  of 
t  -.venty  thoufand  pounds  currency  has  been  ex- 
j  '  ","1  111  Virginia,  altho’  the  money  has  not 
’  yet  pdiui  i  tlie  provinces  of  Penfylvcinici 
and  Maryland  perfift  hill  in  their  refufal  to 
contribute  ,  the  province  of  York  has  raifed 
the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pound  currency  for 
tl  >e  troops  of  that  province,  which  I  have  clef- 
tinea  for  the  particular  fervice  of  the  garrifon 
cf  Chouaguen  •  the  fum  of  four  thoufand 
pounds  has  been  moreover  raifed  in  this  pro- 
vm“~  d  ■>-  rot  tiiications  of  this  government, 
and  above  all  the  metropolis ;  I  have  deflred 
M.  De  Lancey  to  get  it  to  pals  for  the  general 
lervice  of  the  expedition,  but  I  am  much’  afraid 
U  will  not  be  granted. 

P&;/cinor  Shirley  will  acquaint  you, 
wiuit.re  expence  few  England  has  been  at 
m  tne  prodigious  levy  of  men,  which  has 
been  mace  in  that  government  for  the  enter- 
prtjes  towards  the  north  (a),  the  other  govern¬ 
ments  have  done  little  or  nothing.  I  cannot 
i'ivlp  taking  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  the 

(a)  Prodigious  levies  made  for  the  enterprifes  towards 
the  north  ?  Let  us  recoiled'  the  fixation  of  Canada  with 
regard  to  the  Lnglifh  colonies,  and  the  fcopc  of  thefe 
enterprifes  will  be  perceived  by  every  body.  Such  a 
number  of  preparations,  and  fuch  confiderable  expence- 
certainly  could  not  in  fad  have  for  foie  objefl  the  un- 
giatelu1  cjuntry  which  extends  from  the  Apalachian 

mountains  to  the  fair  river,  fad  which  is  fcarce  worth 
tbe  arming  one  fhip. 

help 
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iieceffity  there  appears  to  be  of  impofing'  a 
tax  on  all  his  majefty  s  dominions  in  America, 
agreeable  :o  the  remit  of  the  council,  to  repay 
the  large  fums  which  tnuffc  be  an.  a  need  for 

Ids  fervice,  and  the  intereft  of  theie  colo¬ 
nies  in  this  important  crifis. 

I  am  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  which  relates  to  the  fervice  ol  Ameivca, 
will  exceed  tiie  contingent  of  each  province 
much  beyond  what  I  had  perfuaded  myfelf 
it  would,  and  even  beyond  what  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  imagined.  Among  other  innu¬ 
merable  caufes  which  may  be  mentioned  of 
the  confiderable  augmentation  of  the  expence 
attending  the  fervice  of  my  province,  1  fhall 
mention  the  number  ol  horfes,  waggons,  and 
battoes,  neceffary  for  the  tranfporting  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  baggage,  &c.  the  couriers  and  the  ex- 
cefiive  price  of  the  day  labourers.  Though 
I  am  fully  bent  upon  proceeding  with  the 
greateft  ceconomy,  whether  it  be  repaid  by 
the  provinces  or  not,  I  fhall  be  blamed  by 
his  majefty  if  by  miftaken  favings,  confidering 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  it  fhould  occafion  the 


mifearriage  of  the  intended  operations. 

You  will  give  me  leave,  fir,  to  refer  you* 
to  the  minutes  of  the  council  in  regard  to  the 
propofitions  which  I  had  made  to  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  to  which  no  anfwer  has  been  made, 
particularly,  in  what  relates  to  the  battoes, 
which  ought  to  bebuilt  on  the  lakes:  the  build¬ 
ing  of  thofe  which  are  to  be  on  lake  Ontario, 

^  ^ 
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\S  t0  belon6  to  governor  Shirley’s  province,  and 
tnc  expence  of  theie  battoes  is  to  be  paid  by 
Cuinmodore  Keppcl. 

Since  my  departure  from  Williamsbureh, 

i  have  hao  the  honour  to  receive  one  of  your 
letters,  with  his^  majefty’s  directions  to  aue- 
mentall  the  regiments  of  this  continent  to°a 
thoufand  men  each  j  I  have  accordingly 
employed  towards  the  fouthern  parts  fuch  of- 
ncers  as  appeared  to  me  moil  fitting  for  the 
purpoie  of  recruiting ;  and  I  difpatched  a  cou- 
rie*  to  hX.  Lawrence,  in  orocr  that  be  mip'ht 
execute  thefe  his  Majefty’s  orders  relative  to 

the  regiments  of  his  province,  withail  the  ex¬ 
pedition  poflible. 

I  hare  his  Majefty  s  orders  to  create  no  new 
officers  in  thefe  regiments?  but  this  augmen¬ 
tation  of  troops,  together  with  the  many  fmail 
detachments  which°I  muft  make,  has  dready 
ODi-ged  me  to  name  a  number  of  fecond  fubal- 
terns,  out  of  thofe  who  have  been  recommend¬ 
ed  to  me  from  home,  to  ferve  without  pay,  till 
there  are  vacancies.  There  muft  be  an  offi¬ 
cer  to  each  of  thefe  detachments,  who  is  to 
take  care  of  the  provifions  and  the  cheft,  as 
kkewife  to  mark  out  the-  camps,  which  as 
there  are  no  villages,  muft  be  done  every  night 
and  which  are  .he  more  neceilary  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  as  ole  woods  are  very  thick  j  the  officer  by 
this  means  is  nearer  at  hand  to  have  his  troop 
undt-i  kij  eye,  and  has  it  more  >n  his  power  to 
pi  e  vent  all  iurprile  from  tlie  Indians,  who  is 
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ways  greatly  to  be  apprehended,  wnatevci  pie- 
cauticn is  taken  ;  for  this  and  many  othci  lea-" 
fens  which  I  could  recite,  I  cannot  expieis  to 
you  the  many  difficulties  I  feat  I  (liall  meet 
in  the  fervice  which  I  have  been  entruft- 
ed  with,  towards  the  northern  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  if  the  number  of  officers  be  not  aug¬ 
mented  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  troops. 

The  little  dependence  that  is  to  be  made 
on  this  country,  obliging  me  to  draw  the  pro- 
vifions  requiiite  for  the  fervice  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  from  many  colonies  diftant,  the  one 
from  the  other.  I  have  been  under  tnc 
neceffityof  appointing  two  afhflant  commiffa- 
ries  for  the  victualling,  to  whom  I  have  af- 
figned  four  shillings  per  day  :  I  have  alfo 
named  an  affiftant  quarter-mailer,  with  the 
fame  pay  owing  to  the  neceffity  which  .  I 
lie  under  of  employing  .  fir  John  St.  Clair, 
at  three  hundred  miles  diftance  from  me 


now,  he  b  eing  taken  up  with  making  roads 
and  bridges,  and  providing  us  with  waggons, 
horfes,  &c.  for  the  tranfporting  our  ftores, 
provifions,  and  artillery.  1  have  met  with 
fo  many  obftacles  in  getting  carriages,  which 
could  not  have  been  lurmounted,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  officers, 
and  others  employed  to  this  purpole.  i  lie 
want  of  forage,  is  an  obftacle  which  I  fee 
no  remedy  for,  but  letting  out  the  horfes 
to  feed  on  the  mountains.  I  propofe 
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fetting  out  to-morrow  morning  from  hence 
on  my  way  to  Frederic,  in  order  to  go  by  the 
way  or  Wills-creek,  where  I  fhould  have 
been  before  ;  but  that  1  have  been  obliged  to 
wait  tor  the  artillery :  and  I  am  much  afraid 
the  fame  will  delay  me  ftill  longer.  I  hope 
to  be  on  the  montains  in  the  firft  days  of 
May,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
June  to  be  able  to  difpatch  y<  >n  an  expreis  ; 
who  fhall  inform  you  of  the  iffue  of  our 
operations  on  the  Ohio. 

Notwithftanding  I  have  ufed  every  method 
for  that  purpofe,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  more  ample  intilligence  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  French  at  prefent  on  the  Ohio ; 
but  I  expedt  to  receive  more  certain  accounts 
of  them  when  I  get  to  Wills- Creek  :  and  I 
fhall  take  my  meafures  accordingly. 

I  cannot  enough  exprefs  to  you,  the  fatis- 
faction  I  feel  in  being  employed  in  his  maiefty’s 
lervice  in  America,  at  a  time  when 
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in  my  power  to  forn 
or  attacking  the  French  in  all  their  coniffier- 
able  ports,  which  have  been  fo  many  invafions 
on  his  majefty’s  lands  in  Nor th- America  j  from 
the  northern  fide,  to  that  of  the  fouth.  I 
fee  a  great  appearance  of  fuccefs  in  each 
of  them  ;  but  1  perceive  fo  clcfe  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  each  of  thefe  projects,  that  the 
fuccefs  of  one ,  is  a  fure  pledge  of  that  of  the 
other.  If  1  therefore  fucceed  in  the  firft 
and  moft  important  of  thefe  projects,  I  am 

perfuadcd, 
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perfuaded,  will  fucceed  in  flopping  the  pro- 
„rel's  of  the  French  in  their  new  fettlements; 
and  that  this  will  be  fufficient  to  raife  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  his  fuhjedfs  of  this  conti¬ 
nent ;  and  to  roufe  them  from  their  indo¬ 
lence,  and  the  negleft  of  their  duty,  with 
which  they  have  been,  for  fome  time  pail, 
fojuflly  reproached, 

I  am. 

With  the  greatefl  refpedt,  &c. 


Lower  down  is  written. 

t-  » 

I  the  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fupe- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
tranflated,  from  the  Englifh  into  French, 
woid  for  word,  all  the  letters  contained  in  the 
prefent  regifler  of  major-general  Braddock’s  : 
the  original  of  which  remains  depofited  m  the 
fecretary’s  office  of  the  governor-general  of 
New-France.”  Done  at  Quebec,  September 
the  thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed  PerthuiS. 


And  ftill  lower. 


We  governor-general  and  intendant  of 
New-France,  certify  that  M.  Perthnis,  coun¬ 
fellor  in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec,  has 

tranflated  from  Englifh  into  French,  all  the 

p  f  letters 
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letters  contained  in  the  prefent  regifter  j  and 
that  we  have  heard  it  faid  by  all  the  Eng- 
.  lifh  who  have  been  in  this  city,  that  the  iieur 
Perthuis  fpoke  Englifh,  and  tranllated  it  to 
perfection.  Done  at  Quebec,  September  the 
thirtieth,  one  thoufand  Icven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed 

Vaudreuil  and  Bigot 

I 

V  ’ 

|  ;  - '  '  .  "  ■  •  ,  ^  *••  •  -  i  Tj 

/  father  Letters  of  Mr .  Braddock's,  found  in  ct 
Book  a  fart  from  the  above  Regifter. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle. 

Williamfburgh,  March  20,  1755. 

My  Lord, 

J  Lay  hold  on  this  firft  opportunity  of  exe- 
*  curing  your  grace’s  commands  by  acquaint¬ 
ing  you  with  my  arrival  here,  and  that  of  the 
veflels  which  have  tranfported  the  troops  un¬ 
der  my  command.  My  voyage  was  attended 
with  great  fatigue,  but  the  tranfports  have 
been  better  off ;  there  not  being  one  man  fick 
on  board  of  them. 

“  I  am  as  yet  ignorant,  what  effect  the  or¬ 
ders  of  his  majefty  ( with  regard  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  expedition^  will  have  produced  on  the 

minds 
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minds  of  the  generals.  *  I  cannot  fay  that 
they  have  had,  as  yet,  all  the  influence 
which  it  was  reafonable  to  expcd:  they  would 
have :  I  labour  hard,  and  fhall  always  labour 
to  excite  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  to  prevail 
on  the  provinces  to  bear  the  expences  of 
this  expedition ;  it  is  their  duty  to  do  it,  in 
order  tofhew  their  attachment  to  his  majefty, 
and  correfpond  with  what  they  owe  to  theii 
own  interefls.” 

To  this  purpofe  I  wrote  to  governor  Shirley 
to  meet  me  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  and  I 
deflred  the  governors  of  New-York  and  Pen- 
fylvania  to  come  alfo  ;  in  cafe  the  buflnefs  of 
their  governments  allow  it. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  circumftancial 
detail  of  all  the  things  which  take  up  my 
time  in  the  fervice  in  which  I  have  engaged 
rnyfelf,  having  wrote  at  large  upon  this  fub- 
je£i  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate ;  you  will  pleafe  to 
give  me  leave  to  refer  your  grace  to  his  letter, 
for  your  more  particular  information. 

Shirley’s  regiment  is  almoft  completed,  if 
not  already  fo :  that  of  fir  William  Pepperel 
is,  I  believe,  in  great  forwardnefs.  When  I 
fee  Mr.  Shirley,  I  fhall  fettle  with  him  about 
the  belt  manner  of  employing  his  forces  to¬ 
wards  the  north ;  and  I  am  to  fet  out  on  my 

The  Enterprife  therefore  of  the  Englifh  is  to  be 
aferibed  to  pofitive  orders  from  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and  not  to  the  over-heated  zeal  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Englifh  Colonies. 

\pafch 
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march  with  thofe  which  I  hi  all  have  under 
my  command,  in  order  to  the  reduction  of  the 

1  renc,?  forts  upon  the  Ohio  j  and  I  flatter 
my  lelf  J  fha  >i  get,  at  the  end  of  April,  beyond 
the  Alegany  mountains.  •  ' 

^  have  had  from  commodore  Keppel  all 

tne  affiftance  poflible  ;  and  in  the  governor 

°rra  ^ s  piovince,  |  have  found  a  man,  who 
chillis  111  the  melt  handfom  manner  in  fup- 
plying  tire  wants  of  this  expedition.  By  the 
mduifry  of  this  governor,  this  province  is 
now  difpofed  to  fupply  abundantly  what  it 
can  j  which  is  what  I  dare  not  flatter  myfelf 
with,  from  the  other  governments. 

As  fmall  coin  would  here  be  of  great  utili¬ 
ty  for  paying  the  troops,  I  beg  your  grace 
would  give  orders  to  the  contra&ors,  M. 
Hanbury  and  M.  Thomlinfon,  to  fend  over, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  if  they  have  not  done  it 
already,  four  or  five  thoufand  pounds  in  dol¬ 
lars  and  half  dollars  ;  the  pay-mafter  of  the 
troops  having  nothing  now  by  him  but  gold. 

I  am,  . 

With  the  moil  profound  Refpedt,  &c4 


r* 


To  the  Earl  of  Hallifax, 
(without  date.) 


My  Lord, 

THE  intereft  which  your  lordlhip  takes 
in  every  thing  that  relates  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  in  America,  and  the  ihare 
which  you  have  in  the  adminiftration  of  their 
government,  call  upon  me  to  give  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  fituation ;  which  I  hope  will  not 
prove  difpleafmg  to  you.  "Y our  lorafhip  has, 
without  doubt,  been  informed  of  the  good 
fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  tranfports  hither ; 
and  the  meafures  which  I  took  to  fucceed, 
on  my  arrival,  in  promoting  the  fervice  of  his 
majefty,  under  my  dire&ion,  and  which  I 
hope  will  tend  to  his  intereft,  and  that  of  his 
fubje&s  on  this  continent. 

I  have  fome  time  fince,  fent  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  an  account  of  the  fupplies  which  J 
have  received  •  from  all  the  colonies  on  the 
prefent  occafion  ;  there  is  no  need  of  fending 
you  the  particulars  thereof. 

I  am  forry  to  have  been  under  the  neceffity 
of  faying,  that  in  general  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies,  have  all  fhewn  a  great  deal  of 
indifference  for  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  their 
own  interefts ;  however  they  do  not  all  fall 
under  this  cenfure,  and  particularly  thofe  oi 
the  province  I  am  now  in,  are  not  to  be  com- 

pared 
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pared  with  their  neighbours,  and  may  not 
have  deferved  reproaches. 

I  amperfuaded  the  account  which  your  lord-? 
fhip  has  received  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the 
northern  colonies  ;  and  in  particlar  that  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Shirley,  ought  greatly 
to  have  enhanced  his  merit  with  his  majefty. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  my  indignation 
againft  the  provinces  of  Penfylvania  and  Ma¬ 
ryland,  which  being  quite  as  much  concerned 
in  the  event  of  this  expedition  as  this  here, 
and  much  more  fo  than  any  other  on  this, 
continent,  refufe  to  contribute  in  any  fhape, 
towards  the  fupport  of  this  project ;  and  even 
what  they  propofe,  they  do  it  only  on  fuch 
terms  as  are  intirely  contrary  to  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  his  majefty,  and  his  inftrudtions 
to  his  governors. 

You  will  perhaps  be  glad  to  hear  that  I 
have  aftembled  the  governors  Shirley,  and 
thofe  oi  New- York,  Penfylvania  and  Mary¬ 
land  ;  and  that  in  this  affembly  1  have  fettled 
the  plan  which  is  to  be  purfqed  in  attacking 
at  once,  the  French  in  their  encroachments 
on  us  at  Nova- Scotia,  at  Crown-Point,  and  at 
Niagara,  and  which  we  are  to  do  with  all  the 
vigour  pofiible.  (Here  he  repeats  all  that  he 
had  written  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  in  his 
letter  of  the  19th  of  April  1755,  which  is  the 
5th  in  the  above  regifter.) 

I  have  given  a  full  power  to  Colopel  John- 
ion,  to  negociate  with  the  fix  nations  and  their 

allies, 
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allies,  and  with  all  the  other  Indians  of  the 
Weft,  as  far  as  he  fhall  find  it  neceffary ;  and 
I  delivered  him  words,  which  he  is  to  prefent 
to  them  in  my  name  ;  I  have  likewife  given 
him  money  to  make  prefents  and  have  autho- 
rifed  him  to  draw  on  M-  Shirley,  if  he  finds 
it  neceffary,  on  this  occafion. 

«  M.  Peronal  has  prefented  me  a  contract 
paffed  in  1701  by  the  fix  nations,  by  which 
they  make  over  to  his  majefty  all  their  hunt¬ 
ing  grounds :  this  cefiion  takes  in,  on  the  fide 
of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  an  extent  oi 
country  of  fixty  miles  in  depth.  I  delivered 
this  contract  to  Colonel  Johnfon,  with  orders 
to  prefent  it  to  them  in  my  name,  and  to  af- 
fure  them  that  I  am  come  here  only  to  retake 
thefe  countries  from  the  French  ( a ),  and 
preferve  them  for  their  ufe.” 

I  ihall  not  purfue  word  for  word  what  was 
determined  upon  in  the  council,  in  regard  to 
the  building  of  vefiels  on  lake  Ontario ; 
we  agreed,  the  commodore  and  myfeff,  that 
the  direction  of  this  affair  fliould  be  entrufted 
to  M.  Shirley,  and  that  it  was  proper  he 
ihould  have  the  liberty  to  determine,  at  his 
will,  the  bignefs  and  ftrength  of  thefe  veffels. 

(a )  It  is  very  ftrange,  that  notwithftanding  this  pre¬ 
tended  contract  fo  much  infilled  oil  in  Europe,  the  Eng- 
lilh  Ihould  be  reduced  in  America  to  the  neceffity  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  perfuade  the  favages,  who  are  not  the  dupes 
of  it.  that  they  make  war  only  to  re-inftate  them  in  their 
Country. 

I  pro- 
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I  propofe  marching  in  order  to  attack,  with 
ad  poffible  fpeed,  the  fort  on  the  Ohio.  X 
thought  I  diould  have  been  by  this  time  on 
the  mountains,  but  X  have  been  kept  back  by 
a  numoer  of  difficulties,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  country,  but  likewife 
the  great  number  of  horfes,  waggons,  and 
other  implements  wnich  have  required  much 
time  before  they  couid  be  made  life  of. 

I  fet  out  to- morrow  for  Frederick  cn  my 
way  to  fort  Cumberland  in  Wills’s  Creek ;  and 
before  the  end  of  June,  I  am  in  hopes  I  ffiall 

be  able  to  give  fome  account  of  the  affair  of 
the  Ohio. 

I  hope  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  execute 
the  plan  which  I  have  formed  of  recovering 
from  the  French  the  mod:  confiderable  of  the 
encroachments  which  they  have  made  on  his 
majefty,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  northern  part 
of  America.  If  I  fucceed  in  the  mod:  im¬ 
portant  of  thefe  operations,  I  am  perfuaded 
his  majedy  will  eafily  put  a  dop  to  the  projects 
of  the  French  which  daily  grow  more  and 
more  extenfive  on  this  continent.  I  am  with 
refpedl,  &c. 


/ 
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Another  letter ,  which  was,  it  is  prefumed, 
written  to  M.  Robinfon,  though  it  hears 
not  the  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dref'ed . 


Sir, 


At  fort  Cumberland  in  Wills  s  Creek , 

Junes,  1 755- 


T  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  from  Fre- 
-*■  derick  in  the  laft  days  of  April. 

The  ioth  of  May  I  arrived  here,  and  the 
17th  the  reft  of  the  army  came  up  alfo  here 
from  Alexandria,  after  a  march  of  leven  and 
twenty  days,  and  having  met  with  great  de¬ 
lays  and  difficulties,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  bad  roads,  but  alfo  the  want  of  forage, 
and  indeed  the  want  of  zeal  in  the  people  for 
the  fuccefs  of  our  expedition. 

I  have  at  laft  aflembled  all  the  troops  de- 
ftined  for  the  attack  of  fort  du  Quefne ;  they 
amount  to  two  thoufand  effective  men,  ele¬ 
ven  hundred  of  whom  are  fupplied  by  the 
foutnern  provinces,  who  have  fo  little  courage 
and  good  difpofition,  that  fcarce  any  military 
fervice  can  be  expedited  from  them,  although 

I  have  employed  the  heft  officers  to  form, 

them. 

My  deftgn  on  my  arrival  here  was  to  ftay 
but  a  few  days,  only  to  refrefh  my  troops  5 
but  the  difficulty  of  getting  waggons  and 
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horfes  to  crofs  the  mountains  has  detained  me 
a  whole  month. 

Before  I  fet  out  from  Williamsburgh,  the 
quarter-mafter-general  told  me,  I  might  de¬ 
pend  on  two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfes 
and  on  two  hundred  waggons,  as  well  from 
Virginia  as  Maryland  j  but  I  had  great  reafon 
to  miftruft  it  3  from  the  experience  which  I 
have  had  of  the  deceit  of  all  the  perfons  of 
this  country  with  whom  1  have  had  any  deal¬ 
ings  5  wherefore,  previous  to  my  departure 
from  Frederick,  I  defired  M.  B.  Franklin, 
poft- matter  of  Pennfylvania,  who  has  great 
credit  in  the  province,  to  conclude  a  bargain 
for  an  hundred  and  fifty  waggons  with  the 
horfes  necefiary,  which  he  has  executed  with 
equal  quicknefs  and  probity  5  and  indeed  this 
is  almofi:  the  only  inftance  of  capacity  and 
honefty  that  I  have  feen  in  all  thefe  provinces. 
All  thefe  waggons  and  horfes  have  joined  me, 
and  on  them  I  ground  all  my  hopes,  the  fine 
promifes  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  have 
ended  in  a  fupply  of  twenty  waggons  and  two 
hundred  horfes.  With  this  number  I  fhall 
be  able  to  fet  out  from  hence,  though  I  fhall 
meet  with  infinite  difficulties,  elpecially  as  I 
fhall  march  with  half  the  quantity  of  fcores 
which  [  expedted  to  have  had;  and  having 
been  obliged  to  fend  before  me  a  detachment, 
in  order  to  fix  upon  a  place  to  lodge  our 
ftores  in,  on  the  Allegany  mountains,  which 
are  live  days  march  from  hence. 


I  fhould 
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I  fhould  never  finifh,  were  I  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  the  innumerable  inftances  which  I 
could  give  of  the  want  of  honefty,  which  I 
found  both  in  general,  and  in  particular ;  and 
the  mold  abfolute  contempt  of  truth,  which  I 
have  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  this  fervice. 

I  cannot  help  adding  to  what  I  have  already- 
told  you,  two  or  three  inftances. 

An  agreement  was  put  into  my  hands, 
made  by  the  governor  of  Virginia,  for  the 
purchafe  of  eleven  hundred  bullocks,  which 
were  to  be  delivered  in  June  and  in  Auguft, 
for  fubfifting  the  troops :  this  bargain  had 
been  concluded  on  the  credit  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  the  country  granted  by  the 
aflembly  for  his  maiefty’s  fervice  towards  this 
expedition.  I  immediately  regulated  my  dif- 
pofitious  accordingly,  but  in  a  few  days  after 
the  perlon,  who  had  engaged  in  this  agree¬ 
ment,  came  to  tell  me,  that  the  ftates  had 
refufed  to  fulfil  the  governor’s  engagements, 
and  confequently  the  bargain  was  void.  As 
this  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  I  offered 
immediately  to  become  myfelf  fecurity  for  the 
money,  on  the  terms  fiipulated  in  the  con¬ 
tract,  but  the  contractor  rejected  my  offers, 
and  required  of  me  a  third  over  and  above 
what  was  fiipulated  in  the  faid  agreement,  nor 
would  he  engage  for  the  forth-coming  of  the 
oxen  in  lefsthan  two  months,  at  which  time 
they  would  be  of  little  or  no  ufe. 

G  g  2  Another 
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Another  example  :  the  Maryland  agent 
employed  to  iupply  the  troops  with  provifions,- 
had  got  fome  together,  which  at  fi'rfl  fight 
were  found  to  be  all  fpoiled,  and  I  faw  myfelf 
under^  the  necexTity  of  fending  an  hundred 
rniles  in  order  to  buy  up  others. 

This  di  (petition  of  the  people  not  only  de¬ 
lays  tne  fchemes  of  his  mayfly,  but  like  wife 
encreafes  the  expences  to  near  double  :  “  thefe 
>  ;  c  occafioned  by  thedifficulty  of  carriage  thro’ 

countries  hitherto  uninhabited,'1  and  111  u„- 
ruiow  n  and  impracticable  to  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  who  dwell  in  the  lower  parts, 
meeting  every  where  with  a  continual  chain 
of  mountains,  fo  that  the  expence  furpafles 
greatly  the  principal,  this  has  been  the  caufe 
of  my  leaving  at  Alexandria  a  quantity  of 
ifores,  which  would  be  very  necefTary  for  me 
iteie.  Tne  conduct  of  all  thefe  governments 
to  me  appears  unexampled.  This  negligence 
is  fomewhat  excufable  in  the  lower  forq  be- 
caule  their  trouble  has  not  been  fufficiently 
rew aided,  and  that  having  been  employed  in 
the  publick  fervice  on  former  occafions,  the 
payments  were  negleded.  We  learn  from 
experience,  what  the  ill  coniequences  are  of 
fuch  proceedings. 

As  I  have  his  majefly’s  orders  to  employ  all 
pofhble  means  to  fix  the  Indians  in  our  in- 
terefts,  I  have  aflembled  fome  from  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Penfylvania,  and  efpecially  of  the  Six- 
nations,  and  have  had  already  two  or  three 

con- 


conferences  with  them.  I  have  made  them 
feme  genteel  prefen ts  :  they  are  now  fifty  in 
number,  but  I  hope  to  draw  a  far  greater 
number  to  me.  When  I  arrived  in  America, 
they  allured  me  that  I  might  depend  on  a 
very  great  number  of  the  fouthern  Indians  ^ 
but  they  have  been  totally  alienated  from  us 
by  the  bad  condudt  of  the  government  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  :  the  truth  is,  that  in  all  the  dealings 
with  the  Indians,  thefe  people  have  behaved 
towards  them  with  fo  little  regard,  and  fo 
much  difhonefty ,  that  a  very  large  expence 
would  be  now  necefiary  to  gain  back  their 
confidence,  and  none  is  to  be  had  even  in 
thofe  who  have  embraced  our  interefts. 

The  fituation  of  the  country  is  fuch,  that 
the  French  can  have  no  coommunication 
there  but  by  means  of  the  Indians,  on  whofe 
report  there  cannot  be  much  reliance ;  I  am 
informed,  that  their  number  is  very  fmall 
at  fort  Du  Quefne,  but  that  they  expecl  a 
ftrohg  reinforcement. 

They  write  me  word  that  two  thoufand 
ftand  of  arms  are  arrived.  They  were  in¬ 
tended  for  New-England,  but  fhipped  off 
for  Nova-Scotia. 

The  battoes  deftined  to  tranfport  the  troops 
which  are  to  form  the  attack  of  Niagara  and 
of  Crown  Point,  are  getting  ready/  How¬ 
ever,  New-York,  which  is  to  fupply  the 
greateft  part  of  them,  does  not  fhew  as  much 
seal  for  this  affair  as  I  could  wifli. 

It 
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It  having  appeared  to  me,  that  a  road 
through  Peniylvania  would  be  fhorter  and 
more  proper  for  eftablilhing  a?  communication, 
after  the  troops  have  palled  the  Allegany 
mountains,  I  delired  the  Governor  to  make  one 
in  that  province,  from  Philippenlburgh  to  the 
river  of  Yaughy-Aughane.  I  am  juft  in¬ 
formed,  they  are  working  on  it  conllanfly, 
and  that  it  will  be  compleated  in  a  month. 
This  road  will  be  of  the  greateft  importance, 
both  to  facilitate  the  arrival  of  convoys,  and 
to  fecure  my  communication  with  the 
northern  colonies. 

I  now  wait  only  for  my  laft  convoy  to  fet 
out  on  my  march,  and  if  no  accident  inter¬ 
venes,  I  am  in  hopes  to  begin  it  in  five  days 
by  the  Allegany  mountains.  I  expedt  to  meet 
many  obftrudiions,  agreeable  ro  the  accounts 
which  have  been  given  ine.  The  didance 
from  this  place  to  the  fort  is  one  hundred  and 
ten  miles  :  we  lhali  be  continually  employed 
in  making  a  road  as  we  proceed,  which  mult 
be  done  with  infinite  labour  a  crofs  moun¬ 
tains  and  rocks  of  an  exceffive  heighdi,  which 
are  deep,  and  divided  by  torrents  and  rivers. 

I  will  take  the  drd  opportunity  to  acquaint 
you  with  my  lituation,  after  leaving  this  place, 
and  am  with  the  profounded  reipedt,  &c. 

I  under-written  Counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec  certify,  the  having  tranlla- 
ted  from  Englilh  into  French,  word  for  word, 
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the  above  three  Letters,  the  original  of  which 
remains  depofited  at  the  fecretary’s  office,  of 
the  Governor  General  of  New  France  Done 
at  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Signed  Perthuis. 

iD 

And  ftill  lower:  We  Governor-General 
and  Intendant  of  New  France,  certify,  that 
M.  Perthuis  Counlellor  in  the  fuperior  coun¬ 
cil  of  Quebec,  has  tranllated  from  Englifn 
into  French  the  above  three  letters,  and  that 
we  have  heard  all  the  Englifh  who  have  been 
in  this  town  fay,  that  the  Sieur  Perthuis  ipoke 
Englifh,  and  that  he  tranllated  it  to  perftcdion. 
At  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Signed,  Vaudreuil  and  Bigot. 

We  could  add  in  this  place  two  other  letters, 
one  from  General  Braddock  to  Commodore 
Keppel  is  dated  Williamlburgh,  February  27. 
by  this  letter  he  begs  he  would  caufe  the 
cohorns,  carcaffes;  and  other  engines  deftined 

i.  J 

to  carry  fire  into  veffels  or  intrenchments,  to  be 
immediately  landed.  The  other  is  from  M. 
Robert  Orme,  aid-de-camp  to  the  Genera], 
and  addreffed  to  Sir  Peter  Halket.  He  gives 
him  different  orders,  and  mentions  to  him 
among  other  things :  “  His  excellency,  orders 
you  to  receive  all  the  deferters,  and  to  caufe 

them 
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ni  oc  Supplied  with  every  thing  they 
fliall  demand :  he  defires,  that  if  they  chufe 
to  enlift,  they  may  be  taken  without  difficulty, 
and  that  neither  the  term  nor  appearance  be 

coniidered,  in  order  to  pais  them  as  ef¬ 
fective.”  v 


Letter  from  M.  Charles  Lawrence  to  General 

Braddock. 

Halifax ,  May  10,  1 755. 

S  I  R, 

Had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter, 
dated  from  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  A- 
pril  7,  by  a  veuel  arrived  two  days  ago  from 
Philadelpma.  ou  will  give  me  leave  to 
allure  you,  that  nothing  could  give  me 
greater  pain,^  than  that  you  ihould  have  the 
lead:  idea  oi  my  having  failed  in  my  duty, 
and  the  due  deference  which  I  make  a  point 
of  fhewing  to  thofe  I  ewe  any.  ’Till  the  in¬ 
fant  I  received  your  letter,  I  was  neither  in¬ 
formed  of  your  arrival  in  Virginia,  nor  of  the 
exteniivenefs  of  your  commiffion  ;  and  no 
fooner  have  I  been  apprized  thereof,  than  I 
have  taken  the  firfc  opportunity  to  fend  you 
a  general  hate  of  the  iituation  of  affairs  in  this 
province,  and  an  account  of  the  forces  and 
troops  which  his  Majefty  lias  here,  with  re¬ 
marks  on  the  feveral  particulars  :  I  flatter 
myfelf  you  will  have  received  them,  and  that 

they 
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they  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  I 
allow  my  having  communicated  to  Com¬ 
modore  Keppel,  as  he  has  acquainted  you ; 
the  projected  expedition,  in  order  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  French  encroachmets  at  Beaufejour  and 
the  river  of  St.  John,  which  has  been  concerted 
between  Governor  Shirley  and  myfelf.  And 
what  gave  rife  to  this,  were  the  primary  orders 
which  captain  Rous,  commander  of  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhips,  had  received  from  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  to  take  orders  from  the  Commodore, 
which  together  with  fome  other  advices, 
made  me  conclude,  that  1VL  Keppel  was  in 
Virginia  ;  but  I  had  then  no  knowledge  of 
your  arrival  in  America,  nor  even  any  cer¬ 
tainty  of  your  coming  there,  and  I  could  lefs 
ftill  form  any  certain  judgement  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  your  commiflion.  Such 
is  the  real  Rate  of  the  cafe :  I  hope  you 
will  do  me  ]uftice. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moncton,  with  the 
troops  of  the  province  under  his  command,  is 
now,  I  believe,  very  near,  if  not  before  the 
French  fort  of  Beaufejour  ;  and  as  I  have  cut 
off  all  the  communication  by  land  between 
this  place  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  French  to  get  any  intimation  that  may  be 
prejudicial  to  our  deiigns,  I  cannot  acquaint 
you,  with  the  progrds  that  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  has  made.  1  fhail  do  myfelf  the 

FI  h  honour 
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honour  to  inform  you  of  the  particulars  of  our 
enterprize  by  the  fir  ft  opportunity. 

I  fhall  be  particularly  attentive  to  your  or* 
ders  for  augmenting  to  a  thoufand  men  each 
of  the  regiments  that  are  here,  and  fhall  lofe 
no  time  in  doing  it.  If  /  was  informed  of  the 
conditions  on  which  thofe  people  are  to  be 
raifed,  and  what  pay  they  are  to  have :  but  as 
the  particular  orders  concerning  the  augmen¬ 
tation,  are  not  yet  come  to  my  hands  from 
England,  and  that  no  officer  is  yet  arrived 
X  believe  you  will  judge  it  impracticable 
for  me  to  proceed  in  it,  till  fuch  time  as  I 
fhall  have  the  inftructions  and  affiftances 
negeffary. 

Upon  the  advices  which  I  received  from 
New  England,  with  regard  to  the  men,  raifed 
there  for  governor  Shirley’s  and  Sir  William 
Pepperel’s  regiments,  and  the  difficulties  met 
with  in  raifing  thefe  recruits,  I  fear  greatly 
that  the  augmentation  of  your  troops  will 
take  up  much  time,  and  be  at  the  end  5  but 
badly  compofcd,  if  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  fend 
there  for  the  number  which  fhall  be  want¬ 
ing.  But  I  hope  to  meet  with  better  fuc- 
cels  among  the  provincial  levies  now  at  Beau- 
fejour,  who,  if  I  am  well  informed,  are  com- 
pofed  of  good  men,  and  may  be  enlifted 
more  fpeedily,  and  at  lefs  expence,  than  thofe 
who  may  be  taken  from  the  continent,  after 
the  number  of  recruits  already  raifed  there. 

In 
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V 

In  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  March,  I  pn>r 
pofed  to  governor  Shirley  to  apply  ourfelves  to 
you,  in  order  that  his  regiment,  or  that  of  fir 
William  Pepperefs,  might  come  here  to  protedt 
the  province,  in  cafe  I  lliould  think  it  neceffary: 
but  obferved,  that  afterwards  I  did  not  fee  any 
great  neceffity  for  a  meafure  of  this  fort,  being 
on  the  point  of  receiving  two  thoufand,  and  be¬ 
tween  two  or  three  hundred  men  who  are  at 
Beaufejour ;  the  only  pafiage  by  land  to  this 
place,  by  which  we  might  have  any  thing  to 
apprehend  from  our  neighbours  the  French: 
I  am  ftill,  of  this  fentiment ;  there  being  as 
yet,  no  real  alteration  in  the  face  of  affair1?  in 
America:  however,  fhould  a  rupture  happen 
with  France  (an  event  founded  on  ap¬ 
pearances  and  reports )  it  would  be  extremely 
neceffary  for  us  to  keep  on  our  guard.  I 
efteem  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  three  regiments  augmented  as 
it  is  propofed,  with  the  fcouts,  the  militia, 
and  all  the  forces  that  we  can  depend  on, 
will  no-ways  be  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  ports  which  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
defend ;  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered,  that 
even  in  the  heart  of  the  province,  we  have 
what  they  call  neutral  French  ;  inhabitants 
well  armed,  well  experienced  in  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  alfo  are  connected  with  the  French 

H  h  2  King  i 
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^'nS>  '  drat  upon  the  leaf!  attempt  which 
Canada  fhould  make  to  invade  us,  I  believe 
p  is  more  than  proabable  that  they  would 
immediately  join  them.  As  I  take  this  ar- 
t:cle  to  be  of  importance,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  fubmit  it  to  your  reflection. 

I  under- wiitten,  couniellor  in  the  luperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
tranflated  &c.  '  ° 


numb.  ,xiv. 


Speeches  pronounced  to  the  Savages ,  by  order, 
and  under  the  infpecHon  of  M.  Johnfon ; 
and  the  anjwers  ‘which  were  made  him. 

SPEECH  I.  § 

iz  o  the  Six-Nations,  on  the  part  of  General 

Braddock. 


Brothers,  and  Allies  of  the  Six-Nations. 

Have  already  called  you  feveral  times  to¬ 
ll  gether,  to  treat  with  you  about  different 
flairs,  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  before 


*  The  motions  therefore  of  the  French,  were  ap¬ 
prehended  only  in  cafe  of  a  rupture ;  that  is  to  fay  an 
open  war.  This  deftroys  the  accufations  contained  in 
the  Memorials  fent  by  Mr.  Cornwallis. 

§  This  Speech  holds  the  hrft  place  in  general  Brad- 
dock's  Regifter.  But  it  is  likely  it  was  not  pronounced 
till  after  the  one  that  follows. 

I  came 
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I  came  among  you  ;  and  which  are  not  yet 
known  to  your  father  the  great  king  of  Eng¬ 
land,  of  which  I  fhall  take  care  to  inform 
him ;  and  to  offer  to  you  in  his  name,  the 
prefents  that  are  here  before  you,  which  he 
gives  you  as  a  teftimony  of  his  paternal 
affedion. 

I  have  delayed  you  for  fome  time,  with 
your  women  and  children,  in  hopes  of  feeing 
foon  your  brothers  the  Delawares,  *  hut  as 
their  arrival  is  as  yet  uncertain,  and  that  I 
know  you  do  not  love  to  remain  inadive ;  and 
that  moreover,  the  fervice  of  the  great  king 
yourfather  requires  a  quick  affiftance from  you, 
I  propofe  to  you  to  accept  the  Hatchet ;  and 
to  the  end  that  you  may  exert  your  warlike 
difpofitions ;  I  advife  you  to  fend  your  wo¬ 
men  and  children  to  Penlylvania:  I  have 
recommended  to  the  king’s  governor  of  that 
province,  to  take  particular  and  brotherly 
care  of  them. 

A  fine  Belt  of  Wampum, 


Brothers  and  Allies  of  the  Six-Nations. 


T  gives  me  great  pain  to  fee  how  much 
you  buffered  yourfelves  to  be  ill-ufed  and 


*  Thefe  Savages  are  likewife  called  Wolves-  They 
had  quitted  the  party  of  the  Englilh,  fince  the  affaftina- 
tion  of  M.  de  Jumonville. 
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deceived  t  by  your  perfidious  neighbours  the 
f  x  ench ;  and  even  by  fome  of  your  bro¬ 
thers  the  Englilh:  The  French  have 
insinuated  to  you  that  we  who  are  your 
faithful  brothers,  defigned  to  turn  you  out  of 
all  your  hunting  lands,  and  to  feize  on  them 
for  our  own  ufe :  You  v/ere  greatly  impofed 
upon,  when  you  afiifted  the  Frenchman  in 
executing  the  horrible  plan  which  he  lays  to 
our  charge,  by  putting  himfelf  in  the  real 
pofieffion  of  thofe  lands  which  we  intended 
to  lecure  to  you  for  your  own  ufe  folely,  and 
your  particular  intereft.  I  declare  to  you  in 
the  preience  or  your  chiefs  and  your  war¬ 
riors  who  are  here  aflembled,  and  agreeably 
to  the  inftrudtions  I  have  received  from  the 
great  king  vour  father }  that  if  you  will  heartily 
*  Klve  me  your  qffiftance ;  I  will  re-inftate  you 
in  the  pojfejjion  oj  your  lands,  of  which  you  have 
been  difpoifefied  by  French  fraud  j  and  I  will 
at  the  fame  time,  lecure  you  an  open  trade 
in  America,  from  the  riling  to  the  fettin°-  of 

t  Fhe  French  are  here  no  longer  charged  with  vio« 
lences  againfl  the  Savages,  but  with  devices,  to  gain 
over  their  neighbours.  How  does  this  difcourfe  agree 
with  thofe  of  M.  Wafhington  ?  who  endeavours  to  per- 
fuade  thefe  fame  Iroquois,  that  he  is  come  but  at  their 
requifitlon,  and  on  their  repeated  complaints. 

*  Fhe  Iroquois  have  been  expelled  by  the  French.  It 
is  defigned  only  to  put  them  in  pofieflion  of  their  pro¬ 
perty.  It  is  they  deiired  the  Englilh  to  come  ;  yet  they 
are  entreated  to  lend  heartily  their  ajfijlance  to  the  Englifb . 
The  pretended  deliverers  are  here  obliged  to  petition. 

the 
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the  Sun.  It  is  very  well  known,  that  I  have 
no  particular  views  or  any  other  delign,  than 
that  of  ferving  mutally,  the  interefts  of  the 
great  king  your  father  ;  and  of  the  Six-Na¬ 
tions,  and  their  allies ;  and  I  promile  you  to 
be  your  friend  and  your  brother  1  lo  long  as 
the  fun  and  moon  fhall  endure. 

A  great  Belt  of  Wampum. 

I  have  been  allured  that  when  prefents 
were  made  you  on  former  occafions,  fome  of 
our  people  have  been  lo  wicked  as  to  provoke 
your  young  men  to  drink,  and  got  by  this 
means  for  a  very  fmall  matter,  what  had 
been  given  you.  I  have  given  orders  to  pre¬ 
prevent  for  the  futre  fuch  proceedings  >  by 
threatening  with  death,  all  thofe  who  fhould 
be  convided  of  this  fault :  and  I  beg  you  will 
lay  before  me  your  complaints  againft  thofe 
who  fhall  ad:  in  this  manner ;  and,  as  a 
friend  and  a  brother ,  I  will  do  you  juftice. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  defire,  but  to  fee 
you  accept  with  pleafure,  the  prefents  which 
lie  before  you,  and  fee  you  divide  them 
among  you,  according  to  your  cuftom  and 
your  native  equity.  1  hope  they  will  prove 
agreeable  to  you,  and  you  may  from  time  to 
time,  depend  on  receiving  great  rewards  for 
your  fervices.  I  have  given  orders  that  arms 

f  What  becomes  of  the  Rights  of  the  Englifh  to  the 
Ohio,  if  they  do  not  polTefs  the  country  it  wafhcs,  but 
as  fovereigns  of  the  Iroquois. 

.  powder 
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powdei  and  bails,  be  diflributed  to  fuch  of 
your  warriors  as  want  any, 

Biothers,  I  have  been  informed  of  the 
perfidious  conduct  of  the  French,  towards 
our  late  brother  the  Half-king  ;  and  to  prove 
to  you  how  fenfible  I  am,  as  well  as  yourfelves 
of  his  lll-ufage ;  and  hope  that  you  will  join 

wed  me  to  revenge  him :  I  cover  his  death 
with  this  belt. 


Brothers  Delawares  and  Chevanons.  * 

^  ou  did  a  wrong  thing  in  following  the 
advice  which  the  french  gave  you  laft  Au¬ 
tumn,  to  affaffinate  a  number  of  your  brothers 
the  Englifh,  in  the  habitations  of  Carolina ; 
I  am  peri'uaded  this  did  not  proceed  from 
any  inclination  that  was  natural  to  you,  but 
oin  v  that  you  adted  by  the  infh’gation  of  the 
french  :  thererore  if  you  acknowledge  your 
fault,  and  that  you  will  unite  yourfelves  to 
me  frankly  and  chearfully ;  I  am  willing  to 
forget  this  unfortunate  tranfgreffion,  arfd  I 
will  flill  receive  you  as  brothers.  This  I 
confirm  to  you  in  the  name  of,  and  as  au- 
thorifed  by  the  great  king  your  father,  with 
this  firing  of  Wampum. 

,  ,  Signed  Johnson. 

May  15,  1755. 

*  . 1  Iroquois  Deputies,  in  whole  prefence  M. 
Johnlon  fpoke ;  could  make  him  no  anfwer  relative  to 
the  fuggeftions  which  he  afcribes  to  the  French,  in  the 
eloquent  apoflrophe,  with  which  he  addreffes  theJDela- 
wares  and  Chevanons. 
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SPEECH  II. 


The  Speech  of  the  Honourable  William  Johnfon 
EJ'quire,  fuper-intendant  for  the  affairs  of 
the  Inch  an sy  to  the  warriors  of  the  high  and 
low  Caftle  of  the  Iroquois  Indians ;  in  the 
prefence  of  lieutenant  Butler  of  Rutherford's 
company ,  of  captain  Matthew  Ferraly  lieu - 
tenant  John  Butler  y  and  of 


Han't  el  Claufe 
Peter  Warpalle 


TV ilhdmPrintus 
Jacob  Clement 


Secretaries  for 
Indian  Affairs . 

Interpreters . 
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Brothers  of  the  two  Caflles  of  the  Anies. 

I  Wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes,  and 
clean  down  your  throats,  that  you  may 
fee  and  fpeak  without  rellraint.  I  am  glad  to 
fee  you,  and  1  falute  you  heartily. 

Gave  a  tiring  of  Wampum. 

I  with  you  could  have  conformed  to  what 
I  detired  of  you  by  a  letter,  which  I  wrote 
to  you  from  New  York  immediately  on  my 
return  from  Virginia  ;  wherein  1  begged, 
that  all  your  chiefs  and  warriors  would  wait 

1  i  for 
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for  my  return  home ;  in  order  to  hear  the 
news  and  be  informed  of  the  orders  which 
I  received  from  his  excellency  general  Brad- 
dock,  (a  great  warrior)  whom  the  king,  our 
common  father,  has  fent  to  this  country  with 
a  great  number  of  troops,  large  cannons,  and 
other  implements  of  war ;  in  order  to  pro¬ 
tect  you,  as  well  as  his  fubjetfts  of  this  conti¬ 
nent,  and  fcreen  you  from  the  encroachments, 
and  ail  infults,  on  the  part  of  the  French. 

I  have  been  to  meet  this  great  man,  with 
the  governors  of  Bofton,  New  York,  Penfyl- 
vania  and  Maryland  :  we  alfo  found  there, 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  another  great 
man,  who  commands  the  Ihips  of  war  be¬ 
longing  to  the  king  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
They  deliberated  in  the  great  council  upon 
many  important  affairs  j  among  which  great 
attention  was  paid  to  the  advantage  and  in- 
terefts  of  our  brothers  the  Six-Nations  and 
their  allies. 

Brothers.  The  tree  which  you  and  the 
reft  of  the  Six-Nations  have  fo  often,  and  fo 
earneftly  defired  fhould  be  replanted,  is  grown 
up  by  fo  powerful  a  hand,  that  its  root  will 
penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  the  earth,  and  its 
branches  will  form  a  refrefhing  ftiade,  to 
cover  you  and  your  allies  withal.  I 
am  to  acquaint  you  that,  agreeable  to  the 
inftrudlions  which  the  great  king  your  father 
has  given  to  general  Braddock,  I  am  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  foie  fuperintendent  over  all 


(  243  ) 

the  affairs  which  relate  to  you  and  your  allies, 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  I  invite  you,  and 
your  brothers  of  the  fix  united  nations,  and 
your  allies  to  come  and  feat  yourfelves  under 
this  tree  ;  where  you  may  freely  open  youi 
hearts,  and  heal  up  your  wounds ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  I  trarffport  the  fhadow  of  the  fire 
which  was  at  Albany,  and  rekindle  the  fire 
of  council  and  friendfhip  in  this  place  :  1  will 
make  it  of  fuch  wood  as  fhall  make  it  produce 
the  greateft  light  and  the  greateft  heat.  I 
hope  it  will  prove  advantageous  and  com¬ 
fortable  to  aii  thofe  who  fhall  come  to  light 
their  pipes  at  it,  and  that  its  fpaiks  and  fm>  y 
coals  will  burn  all  thofe  who  are,  or  fhall 

be  its  enemies. 

I  hope  that  you  and  all  your  brothers,  will 
be  pleafed  to  augment  the  luftre  and1  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  fire,  in  keeping  and  holding  it , 
always  high,  by  uniting  yourfelves  with  that 
diligence  and  zeal  as  may  make  it  a  bleffing, 
not  only  to  yourfelves  but  to  all  your  pofte- 
rity.  To  attain  and  fecure  this  falutary  end, 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  you  extinguish 
all  fires  that  have  been  kindled  by  fraudulent 
and  unnatural  ways  ;  which  give  light  only 
to  deceive  you,  and  at  long  run,  to  annihi¬ 
late  you  and  yours. 

A  Belt. 

Brothers,  With  this  firing  of  Wampum  I 
make  clean  the  chamber  of  council,  and  clear 

I  i  2  i* 
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i  i°  as  notling .  offtnfive  remain  in  it  j  and 
H>e  you  will  be  pleaded  to  take  care 
j  r;°  ma!jgna»t  fpirit  do  creep  in  arnon^  us, 
and  that  nothing  do  interrupt  our  harmony. 

Gave  a  ftring  of  Wampum. 

* 

Brothers,  It  gives  me  concern  to  fee,  now 
at  my  letum,  that  many  among  you  of  the  two 
vi  lages,  have  a  mind  to  go  to  Canada.  It 
would  furprife  me  greatly,  fhould  you,  who 
have  been  our  moft  faithful  friends,  and  our 
iVaiel  neighbours,  betray  on  any  occalion,  a 
t  cure  of  being  impofed  upon  by  the  wicked 
31  °/  the  French,  who  are  fo  well  known 

and  of  whom  you  have  had  fuch  fatal  tryals  • 
especially  at  a  time,  when  that  reftlefs  and 
perfidious  nation  breaks  through  the  moft 
iylemn  treaties,  and  tranfgrcffes  the  moft  ef-  • 
iential  duties  of  honour  and  juftice.  It  would 
be  the  ftrangeft  thing  in  the  world  !  I  flatter 
myfeif  tnai  there  is  no  foundation  for  what 
has  been  told  me  on  this  occalion.  I  requeft 
of  you,  nay,  I  infift  on  it,  that  none  of  you 
under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  have  any  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Frenchman,  or  receive 
any  of  his  emiflaries,  nor  any  vifit  from 

Canada,  without  my  knowledge  and  appro- 
bation. 

On  this  promife  I  give  you  this  belt.  I 
propofe  to  call,  immediately,  your  other  bro- 
tneis  of  the  Six-nations  to  this  prelent  flre  : 

1  hope  you  will  come  hither  along  with 

them. 
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them.  I  fhall  pronounce  a  fpeech  of  his  ex¬ 
cellency  general  Iiraddock  s,  it  is  accom¬ 
panied  with  prefents  for  you,  which  the  great 
king  your  father,  has  fent  by  this  warrior. 

After  a  few  Infants  of  Confultation  among 
themfelves,  Abraham,  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  We 
Upper  Village ,  got  up  and  jpoke for  the  two. 

Brother, 

YO  U  have  called  us  together,  to  acquaint 
us  with  the  news  which  you  have 
brought  with  you  ;  and  we  have  heard  all 
you  have  faid.  We  put  off  entering  into  a 
detail  of  all  thefe  affairs,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
Six-nationsfhall  be  affembled  here. 

Gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brother,  We  return  you  thanks  for  that 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  wipe  the  tears 
off  our  eyes,  and  make  our  throats  and  this 
floor  clean :  We  do  the  fame  by  you  with 
his  firing  of  Wampum. 

They  gave  a  firing  of  Wampum, 

Brother,  To  pleafe  you  ;  we  have  met  you 
at  this  place,  and  have  with  great  attention, 
heard  all  you  have  faid ;  we  thank  you  for 
your  friendly  intimation  ;  we  are  rejoiced  to 
fee  you  here  once  more  ;  and  we  falute  you 
yvith  this  firing  of  Wampum. 

They  gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brother, 
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Brother,  We  have  often  reprefen  ted  to  our 
father,  the  great  king,  that  the  tree  might 
be  railed  up  again.  We  are  thoroughly 
pleafed  at  our  father’s  yielding  to  our  requeft, 
and  we  thank  him  for  it  very  fincerely.  we 
have  had  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  in  hearing 
all  you  have  faid  relating  to  this  tree  ;  we 
lincerely  with  it  may  continue  fuch  as  you 
have  defcribed  it  in  your  Ipeech ;  and  v/e 
are  very  grateful  for  all  you  have  told  us  on 
this  fubjedt. 

Brother,  You  have  told  us  that  the  tree 
which  ferves  us  as  a  lereen,  is  now  replanted 
at  this  place.  You  have  caufed  the  tirade  of 
it  to  be  brought  from  Albany  ;  and  you  have 
rekindled  here,  the  fire  of  council  and  friend- 
tlrip,  which  ought  to  be  compofed  of  good, 
and  everlafting  wood ;  fo  as  it  may  be  always 
very  clear,  and  call:  a  comfortable  and  be¬ 
neficial  heat  on  ail  thofe  that  thall  approach 
it  as  friends;  while  it  burns  and  fparkles 
on  thofe  which  are  its  common  enemies. 
Our  firft  fathers  have  kindled  this  firfi:  fire  at 
Onondago,  and  have  thence  traniported  the 
frnall  coals,  in  order  to  light  another  at 
Quider  *  ;  this  fire  has  never  burned  dear, 
and  ic  was  going  out.  We  feel  great  fatis- 
fadtion  at  your  kindling  this  fire  here. 

*  This  is  Albany,  in  the  Savage  Language, 

Brothers, 
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Brother,  You  have  invited  us  all,  and  our 
brothers  of  the  Six  united-nations  and  their 
allies,  to  come  .and  feat  ourfelves  under  the 
tree  which  you  have  fpoke  to  us  of ;  that 
we  may  there  fmoke  our  pipes  at  tnc  fire 
of  council,  and  labour  jointly  at  preserving 
it.  We  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  feel 
much  joy  at  feeing  it  planted  here ;  having 
been  all  defirous  to  fee  it  here.  But  we  muft 
poftpone  anfwering  this  article  of  your  fpeech 
till  fuch  time  as  the  nations  {hall  be  affem- 
bled  all  in  a  body. 

Brother,  We  thank  you  for  having  cleaned 
out  this  chamber  of  council,  and  removed 
from  hence,  all  that  might  prove  offenfive 
therein.  You  may  affure  yourfelf  we  {hall- 
do  our  utmoft  to  correfpond  with  your  in¬ 
tentions,  and  to  drive  far  away,  whatever 
might  tend  to  difturb  our  mutual  harmony. 

Brother,  You  have  told  us  that  you  had 
been  informed  feme  perfons  among  us,  were 
going  to  fee  the  French  ;  and  you  put  us 
In  mind  of  their  conduit  towards  our  firft 
fathers,  which  we  remember  perfectly  well, 
for  their  bones  are  {till  to  be  feen  3  we  know 
the  Frenchman  is  falfe  and  deceitful :  he  has 
given  us  very  fine  words,  and  his  letters 
were  foft,  but  his  heart  was  full  of  poifon 
for  us.  You,  brother,  know  our  affairs  as 
well  as  we  do  ourfelves;  and  you  know,  the 
reft  of  the  Six-nations  are  jealous  of  us ;  be- 
caufe  we  have  ufed  the  Hatchet  in  the  laft 


war 
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war  againft  the  Frenchman.  Shall  we  pals 
now  for  being  falfe  and  deceitful  ?  no.  You 
may  depend  upon  it,  we  fhall  not  go  to  Ca¬ 
nada  Upon  any  invitation  of  the  Frenchman} 
for  we  are  not  enough  their  friends.  There¬ 
fore  you  are  not,  brother,  to  give  credit  to  all 

the  reports  which  have  been  made  you  on  this 
occafion. 

Brother,  Once  more  we  thank  you  heartily 
foi  all  you  have  told  us.  We  have  already 
urged  the  neceffty  of  alfembling  here  the 
Six-nations,  in  order  to  give  you  a  politive 
anfwer :  we  thank  you  for  the  invitation  you 
have  given  us  to  meet  you  here  with  the 

reft  of  our  brothers.  We  fhall  not  failto  wait 
for  them. 


. 


if 


d’he  Mohawk  Chief  of  the  Upper  Village 
(Anies,)  having  dejired  a  Conference  with 
Colonel  Johnfon,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Se¬ 
cretary  for  the  affairs  of  the  Savages,  and 
the  two  Interpreters :  Abraham,  Jpoke  in 
the  name  of  this  Chief  and  [aid. 


Brother, 

HEN  you  were  at  New- York,  you  lent 
us  word  that  you  wifhed  our  chiefs  and 
our  warriors  would  remain  on  their  Matts,  and 
wait  for  your  return  here.  We  have  done  it} 
and  why  Ihould  we  not,  fince,  at  all  times,- 
we  have  lliewn  ourfelves  ready  to  oblige  you  ? 

and 
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Und  we  arc  the  more  depofed  to  do  what 
you  fay,  as  you  acquaint  us  that  you  are  the 
Tree  which  has  been  replanted  in  order  to  give 
us  fhelter ;  and  we  make  no  doubt  but'  out? 
brothers  of  the  five  other  nations  are  ail  dii- 

I 

pofed  to  obey  you 

Brother,  It  is  very  true  we  have  been  al-, 
ways  obedient,  and  always  obliging  to  you  3 
and  when  you  intimated  your  defire  to  us,  that 
we  fiiould  remain  ill  our  Cabbies,  our  young 
men  were  ready  to  go  out  a  hunting ;  but  hav¬ 
ing  been  prevented  by  your  order,  from  going, 
they  now  are  in  want  of  every  thing  for  their 
fubfiflence.  They  have  defired  us,  Chiefs ,  t a 
lay  their  wants  before  you.  T.  hey  ftand  in 
need  of  every  thing,  as  they  nave  not  been, 
out,  and  they  beg  you  would  let  them  have 
feme  powder  and  {hot,  in  order  to  kill  fome 
Game  for  their  fubfiflence.  And  as  it  will 
be  fome  time  before  the  other  five  nations  do1 
arrive,  and  therefore,  before  the  prefents  which 
the  king  our  father  fends  us,  are  delivered  to 
Us :  all  we  requeft  is,  that  you  give  tis*  in 
the  mean  time,  what  is  barely  neceffary  for  1135 
Brother,  As  we  forefee  that  the  trouble- 
fome  times  are  approaching,  we  renew  to 
you  the  requefts  which  we  have  fo  often 
made  to  the  Government,  for  the  building  & 
Fortrefs  for  the  fecurity  of  our  women  and 
children  }  we  hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ex¬ 
ecute  it  at  this  time. 


K  k 


Colonel 
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Colonel  John  ion’s  Anfwer. 

Brothers, 

"I"  Am  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  good  dif- 
■“  poiuions  towards  me,  and  your  compliance 
at  ait  times  in  liftening  to  my  word,  and  do- 
ing  what  I  require  of  you.  This  is  what  has 
induced  me  to  take  upon  me  the  detail  of 
your  affairs.  The  freih  teftimony  which  you 
give  me  of  your  friendfhip,  and  your  regard 
lot  me,  will  enable  me  to  promote  your  in- 
tereit  much  to  your  advantage,  and  my  own 
fatisfadlion. 

I  am  well  perfuaded  I  have  done  you  a 
gica^  prejudice,  as  well  as  to  your  young 
peopte,  in  having  detained  them  at  this  time, 

home.  Therefore  I  grant  you  readily, 
what  you  aik  me ;  and  I  will  give  you  ibme 
powder  and  bails. 

Before  I  left  New- York  I  reprefented  to 
your  brother,  the  governor,  the  neceffity  of 
building  a  fortrefs  where  you  might  fafely  retire 
to  with  your  families  ;  and  I,  with  pleafure, 
acquaint  you,  that  he  has  given  me  a  full 
power  to  do  it :  and  I  flhall  give  orders  for 
the  fetting  about  it  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Signed 

May  17,  1755. 

JOHNSON. 


A 
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A  Letter  from  M.  Johrtfon  to  M.  Arent 
Steevens,  Interpreter  for  the  Province. 

S  I  R, 

IN  confequence  of  the  Inftrudions,  which 
his  majeftv  has  given  his  excellency  ge¬ 
neral  Bvaddock,  he  has  entrufted  me  with  the 
foie  fuper-intenclence,  and  the  management 
of  all  the  affairs  that  relate  to  the  fix  United 
nations  and  their  allies.  You  are  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  attentive  to  follow  the  orders  which 
you  fhall  receive  from  me,  in  refped  to  this 
bufinefs. 

I  fend  you  this  letter  by  James  Clement, 
with  two  belts  of  Wampum,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  for  the  five  nations  above :  you 
are  to  deliver  them  in  my  name  ;  and  allure 
them,  that  the  troops  which  are  in  march, 
and  thofe  which  may  hereafter  march  for 
Chouaguen,  are  deftined  to  reinforce  that  gar- 
rifon,  and  to  fecure  it  againft  the  ads  of 
hoftility  of  the  Frenchman,  who  has  de¬ 
clared  that  it  belonged  neither  to  us,  nor 
to  the  Six-nations;  and  that  he  would  de- 
molifh  it. 

I  have  fent  a  meflage  with  a  firing  of 
Wampum  immediately  upon  my  arrival;  but 
in  cafe  that  fhould  not  have  been  fufficient ;  1 
at  prefent  fend  this  belt.  If  you  find  that  the 

Khz  Five- 
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Vive -nations  are  uneafy,  or  alarmed  at  the 
ilia;  ch  oi ^  thefe  troops  through  their  country, 
xViittiji-'i  'his  fliould  proceed, from  their  jealou- 
fy,  or  the  deceitful  infmuations  of  the  French 
em  diaries :  you  are  to  allure  them,  in  my 
name,  that  they  are  oefigned  for  the  fecurity 
and  advantage  of  the  Six-nations  and  their 
allies .  Y ou  are  to  exhort  them  not  to  hearken 
t0,  ar-7  /yes  which  the  French  may  make  ufe 
of  on  this  occafion  j  whole  defire  and  inten- 
tiOii  are  to  tall  upon  us  and  them  while  we 
are  afleep,  in  order  to  cut  off  both  us  and 
them  from  the  face  of  the  earth :  and  they 
well  know  that  the  eafieft  way  to  iucceed,  is 
to  difiurb  and  deftroy  the  brotherly  love  ancl 
confidence  which  has  lb  long,  and  fo  happily 
iu  bin  ted  between  us.  You  will  make  ufe  of 
thefe  or  other  like  arguments,  as  the  circum- 
fiances  may  require.  * 

The  other  belt,  which  I  fend  you,  is  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  with  the  commiffion  I  have 
trom  the  g-eat  king,  their  father,  which 
has  been  gi  anted  at  ttiejr  repeated  mflances  3 
and  alio,  that  purfuantto  general  Braddcck’s 
Oideis,  by  tms  belt,  I  invite  and  call  upon  the 
Six  United-nations  to  repar  with  their  allies, 
to  my  home;  where  I  have  kindled  the 
•*re  oi  council  and  friendihip,  and  replanted 
the  tree  which  fhail  cover  with  its  lhade 
both  them  and  all  thofe  who  will  flicker 
themfelves  under  it;  that  I  have  a  prefent 

‘  "  to 


(  253  ) 

to  make  them  in  the  name  of  the  great 
king,  their  father,  a  great  deal  of  good 
news  to  tell  them  ;  and  am  to  hold  a  coun¬ 
cil  upon  a  great  many  affairs  of  the  laff: 
confequence,  and  which  concern  their  hap- 
pinefs  and  welfare.  If  you  find  that  there 
are  any  pradtiies  made  ufe  of  by  the 
French  emiflaries  in  order  to  prevent  them, 
from  meeting  me ,  you  are  to  employ  the 
befl:  arguments,  and  thofe  you  lhall  judge 
moil;  proper,  in  order  to  diifipate  thefe  im- 
preflions :  and  you  are  to  infill  on  their 
obedience,  and  the  condefcenfions  they  owe 
us.  If  they  they  fhould  fay  that  they 
are  planting  their  corn,  and  that  fhould  they 
come  now,  they  muff:  lofe  their  harvefi:  and 
want  provifions;  You  are  to  allure  them 
that  I  fhall  take  care  of  them,  and  that  I 
fhall  indemnify  them  for  the  lofs  which  they 
fhall  fuftain  on  this  occafion  :  but  you  are  to 
aft  prudently  in  this  relbedt,  and  be  cautious 
how  you  promife. 

I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  two  Antes 
villages  concerning  thefe  two  belts  :  they  have 
been  fatisfied,  and  have  promifed  to  join  me 
here  when  the  other  nations  come  down  $ 
which  is  what  you  are  to  urge  as  much  as 
poffible. 

I  have  fent  you  by  M.  Clement,  fome 
goods  to  make  life  of,  if  you  fhould  have 
occafion :  and  when  you  have  conducted 

tire 
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tlie  Indians  to  the  German  Flatts,  you  will 
find  pmvifions  at  my  houfej  of  which  I  beg 
you  will  keep  an  account. 

Signed 

William  Johnion, 


e  A  true  copy  of  what  has  been  done  by 
the  honourable  William  Johnfon  Efq;  &c. 
and  Peter  Warpall,  Secretary  for  the  Indian 
affairs.’ 


I  the  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fupe 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  bavin 
tranflated,  &c. 


y 

O. 


N  U  M  B. 


(  s55  ) 


* 


NUMBER  XV. 

A  Let  tier  written  by  Mr.  William  Johnfon,’ 
to  fever  a  l  Governors ,  relating  to  the 
pedition  againd  the  Fort  of  Crown-Point. 

New-York,  May  15,  1 755. 

BEING  appointed  commander  in  chief* 
of  the  forces  of  the  colonies  for  the 
intended  expedition  of  Crown-Point;  I  think 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  remove,  to  the  bed:  of 
my  power,  all  the  difficulties  which  may  oc¬ 
cur*  in  the  fervice,  and  obftrudt  the  fuccefs  of 
this  undertaking.  As  a  train  of  artillery  is  eflen- 
tially  neceffary,  that  nothing  can  be  done 
without  it,  and  as  it  is  to  be  fupplied  by  the 
eaftern  colonies ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  you 
will  do  your  utmoft  to  accelerate  every  thing 
relating  to  this  article,  in  order  that  our 
march  may  not  be  retarded,  and  that  we 
may  not  fpend  more  time  than  is  neceffary, 
at  Albany;  which  might  confirm  “  the  ene¬ 
my's  fufpicion  of  an  attack,  if  unfortunately, 
they  fhould  have  notice  of  it.”  I  fear  greatly 
I  fhall  want  proper  perfons  to  conduit  a  train 
of  artillery.  Therefore  if  you  have  in  your 
government  any  perfons  that  are  capable  of 
being  made  engineers  or  bombardiers*  or  any 

other 


^thei  tnat  is  capable  of  conducing  a  train  of 
auiileiy,  |  beg  you  will  take  them  into  the 
lervice,  accoraing  to  your  knowledge  of  their 
capacity.  You  muftknow  that  we  hand  in  need 
or  a  great  number  of  battoes,  in  order  to  the 
transporting  our  troops  5  befides  thole  that  are 
neeeiiary  iof  the  train  oi  artillery,  dotes  and 
baggage.-  Each  battce  mud:  carry  five  hundred 
men.  We  have  already  thole  which  are  to  be 
Supplied  by  this  government.  As  I  believe 
tire  other  colonies  mud:  eaufe  thofe  which 
they  dial!  fupply,  to  be  built  here  or  at  jer- 
fey ;  I  take  the  condrudtion  of  a  diffident 
number  of  them  in  time,  to  be  impoffible, 
tinlels  they  will  fend  workmen  to  our  affiC 
lance.  ' 

I  am.  Sir,  &c* 

Signed 

*  ’  ‘ 

v  i 

William  Johnfon,- 

1  the  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fupe- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify,  the  having 
trandated  &c. 


PROCLAMATION,  addrejfed  by  the  Or¬ 
der  of  M.  Lawrence,  Governor  oj  Acadia , 
to  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Ifthmus ,  and  the  Banks  of  St. 
John’s  River. 


In  the  KING’S  Name. 

.  .  *  •  \ 
v 

By  Order  of  his  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence, 
Efquire,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Nova- 
Scotia  or  Acadia,  &c. 

I 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  Inhabitants  and  all  others,  Natives 
of  Chignecto,  Baie-Verte,  Tintamar,  Che- 
poudi,  St.  John’s  River,  and  their  Appurte¬ 
nances  and  adjacent  Parts  and  all  others, 
who  have  not  yet  made  their  Submif- 
fions. 

II  7  HERE  AS  mod  part  of  the  inhabi- 
V  V  tants  of  the  above,  and  other  places, 

have  not  yet  made  their  SubmiJJion  to  the. 

L  1  j Cing 
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Ktng  of  Great-Britain  * ;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,^  have  demeaned  themfelves,  contrary 

to  ah  orders  and  loyalty  to  their  proper 
Sovereign.  A 


Therefore. 

^  I S  is  to  command  them  to  repair 
X  immediately  to  my  Camp,  in  order  to 
make  then  Suomiffions ;  bringing  along  with, 
them,  all  their  fire-arms,  fwords,  fabres,  pif* 

"  1  ■'  -°ther  inftruments  of  war  :  in 
dilobedrciice  or  which,  they  /hall  be  treated, 
as  Rebels,  with  military  execution. 

,  .Given  at  the  Camp  of  Cbigneflo,  this 
thii  teen tii  Ray  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  *  ’ 

Signed 

*  * 

* 

X 

Robert  Monktoru 


This  Confeffion  is  remarkable.  How  came  the 
infifiing  upon  this  hubmiilion  not  to  be  thought  of 
iince  the  i;eace  ol  Utrecht? 


VOUCHERS, 
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VOUCHERS. 

Second  Part, 

N  U  M  B  E  R  I. 

/I  Memorial,  delivered  by  the  T)nke  de  Mire* 
poix ,  to  Sir  ‘Thomas  Kobinjon .  January 

*5>  1 755* 

AS,  preventing,  fpeedily  the  confe- 
quences  that  may  refult  from  the 
difcuilions  which  have  happened  in  North- 
America,  and  the  hoftilities,  with  which  they 
have  been  attended  ;  is  a  matter  of  impor¬ 
tance  ;  the  King  propofes  to  his  Britannic 
Majefly  that,  previous  to  examining  into  the 
a  round  s  and  circumftances  or  the  Quarrel, 
pofitive  orders  be  lent  to  the  refpedlive  Go¬ 
vernors,  forbidding  henceforward,  all  new 
enterprifes  or  ads  of  violence. 

Commanding  them,  on  the  contrary,  to 
reftore  matters,  without x  delay ,  with  regard 
to  the  Territories  towards  the  Ohio  or  Fair- 
River  ;  to  the  fame  lunation  they  were  in, 
or  ought  to  have  been  in,  before  the  laft  ware 
The  King  further  propofes,  that  the  refpedlive 
pretenfions  be  amicably  referred  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  fitting  in  Paris ;  fo  as  the  two 
Courts  may  put  an  end  to  the  difference,  by 
a  fpeedy  conciliation. 

L  1  ^ 


The 


V  zuu  j 


;  ^  kiilS  alfo  wifh,  in  order  to  re- 

move  alhmpreffions  of  uneafmefs>  and  tQ  make 

fn  ii  bjr  S  enj0y  ih  tranquillity,  the  fweet 

wn!!L  °fi  PCr Ce>  that  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
old  pleafe  to  explain  himfelf  openly  with 

_  gaid  to  the  deftination,  and  the  motives  of 

En  aTand ment  Whkh  ^  been  lateIy  made  in 

nnJht!krgl?i-t00great  a  reliance  on  the 
upnghtnefs  of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  inten- 

tions  as  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hopes, 

a  he  will  readily-  clofe  with  propofitions, 

la  aic  °  agreeable  to  the  prefervation  of 

peace,  and  to  the  maintaining  the  public 

anquu  ity,  and  a  good  harmony  between 
botn  our  Courts.  J 


Signed 

O 


Le  Due  de  Mirepoix. 


number  h. 

Anfwer,  delivered  by  order  of  the  Court  of 
England,  to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix.  Ja¬ 
nuary  22,  1755. 

TH  E  King  has  feen,  with  Regret,  the 
dilputes  that  have  happened  in  North- 
America,  and  the  a  bis  of  violence  with  which 
they  have  been  attended.  His  xMajefly  is  as 

deflrous 
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delirous  as  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  to 
put  an  end  to  them.  He  claims  nothing,  but 
what  is  grounded  on  Treaties,  and  what  is 
conformable  to  the  juft  rights  and  polfeffions 
of  his  crown,  and  the  protection  of  his  fub- 
jeCts  in  that  country. 

The  King  dees  not  think  die  propo- 

fitions  given  in  by  his  excellency  the  duke 
de  Mirepoix,  anfwers  this  end :  however,  as 
a  teftimony  of  h:s  defire  to  maintain  peace, 
and  die  moft  perfect  union  and  harmony  with. 
h;s  moft  Chnftian Majefty,  and  that  all  things 
may  be  re-eftablithed  on  an  equitable  foot¬ 
ing  ;  His  Majefty  propofes,,  that  the  pofleflion, 
of  the  territory  towards  the  river  Ohio  or 
Fair-river,  be  reftored  to  the  fame  fituation  it 
was  actually  in,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  and  agreeable  to  the  ftipulations 
of  the  fame  treaty,  renewed  as  it  has  been, 
by  that  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  :  and,  moreover, 
that  the  other  pofieffions  in  North- America, 
he  reftored  to  the  fame  ftate  they  were  in,  at 
the  time  of  concluding  the  faid  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  purfuant  to  the  ceflions  and 
the  ftipulations  made  by  that  treaty.  The 
means  of  inftrudting  the  refpeddve  governors^ 
and  forbidding  henceforward  all  new  en¬ 
croachments,  or  acts  of  violence,  may  be 
afterwards  fettled,  and  the  pretentions  on 
both  tides  referred,  to  be  ipeedily  and  fin¬ 
ally  dilcufted  and  adj  lifted,  in  an  amicable 
manner,  between  both  courts'. 

* 
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Such  are  the  King’s  fentiments.  The  de¬ 
fence  of  his  rights  and  poffefilons,  and  the 
protection  of  his  fubjedts,  have  been  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  the  armament  that  has  been  fent  to 
North- America  ;  which  “  has  been  effected, 
without  any  intention  of  offending  any  power 
whatsoever,  or  doing  any  thing  that  may  dif- 
turb  *  the  general  peace.”  We  need  only 
to  coniider  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  arma- 
ment  to  be  convinced  of  this  truth ;  and  the 
King  makes  no  doubt  but  his  mold  Chriftian 
Majesty  will,  agreeable  to  the  known  up- 
rightnefs  of  his  intentions,  explain  himfelf 
alio  openly,  with  regard  to  the  great  naval 
force  preparing  at  Breft  and  Toulon. 

Signed  • 

Thomas  Robinfom 


number  hi. 

i 

A  Reply  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon’s  Memo - 
rial ,  and  given  in  by  the  Duke  de  Mire¬ 
poix.  February  6,  1 755. 

HP  H  E  King  is  too  well  perfuaded  of 
I  the  flncere  difpofitions  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  to  maintain  a  good  under- 

m  Th  is  Formal  Declaration,  may  be  compared  to  the 
InftrudHons  given  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  General 
Braddock,  and  the  plan  contained  in  Colonel  Nappier’s 
Letter. 


{landing 
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ftandingbetween  t  he  two  crowns,  together  with 

o 

the  gem  ra’  tranquillity  j  to  entertain  any  doubt 
but  thiu  his  Britannic  Maiefty  fees,  with  forrow, 
the  dangers  with  which  both  are  threatened, 
by  die  differences  which  have  taken  rife  in 
North -America,  towards  the  river  Ohio. 

It  was  in  this  light,  that  his  Majefty 
caufed  it  to„  he  propofed  by  his  ambaffa- 
dor  at  the  court  of  London ;  that  the  two 
kings,  (previous  to  the.  entering  into  any  dif- 
cuiko;i  rc  •  live  o  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel, 
and  examining  the  means  which  may  put 
an  end  to  them,  in  an  amicable  manner) 
fboidd  fend  pofitive  orders  to  their  refpefeive 
governors  in  tills  part  of  America  $  that 
cc  they  would  refrain  from  all  a£ts  of  vio~ 


CC 


fence,  and  ad  new  enterprifes 


cl 


nd 


put 


things  in  the'  fame  fituaticn  they  were,  or 
ought  to  have  been  in,  before  the  late  war. 

Though  his  Britannic  Majefty  might  have, 
on  the  firft  afpell,  judged,  that  this  proportion 
did  not  fully  anfwer  the  end  of  both  courts ; 
yet  we  are  perfuaded  that  he  will  think 
otherwife,  when  he  pleafes  to  con  fide  r  that 
his  pretenfions,  are  utterly  unknown  to 
France:  that  lince  1679,  when  the  French 
difeovered  the  Fair-river,  the  Enp-lilh  never 
had  any  footing  there,  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly ;  and  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of 
whofe  fripulations  the  court  of  England 
feerns  to  avail  itfelf, ,  has  not  even  made  the 
kaft  mention  thereof  The  wav,  which  is 

propofed 
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propoied  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  is  tho¬ 
roughly  conformable  to  the  engagements  of 
the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle ;  to  the  mea- 
taken  ilnce  that  dfcra,  and,  in  particu- 
cular,  to  the  conditions  demanded  in  1750* 
and  1 75 1  by  England  lierfelf,  and  afTentedto, 
without  difficulty,  by  his  Majefty,  relative  to 
tiio  tioubles  which  then  arole  concerning  the 

limits  of  the  irontier  of  Nova-Scotia  and 
Canada. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reafons,  and  thefe 
engagements,  his  Majefty  pronofes. 

m  j  m  *  »  I  1 

1.  That  the  two  Kings  do  order  their 
refpedtive  governors  to  forbear  all  adts  of 
violence,  and  all  new  attempts. 

2.  l  o  put  things  in  the  fame  condition 
that  they  have  been  in,  before  the  late  war, 
over  all  North- America,  agreeable  totheIXth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle. 

3  •  That  conformable  to  the  XV 1  tlth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  fame  treaty,  his  Britannic  Majefty 
do  give  directions,  that  the  commiflioners  fit¬ 
ting  in  Paris,  be  inftrudled  with  regard  to  his 
pretentions  and  the  foundation  on  which 
they  are  grounded. 

And  that  the  minifters  of  the  two  courts 
be  authorifed  to  negotiate,  in  order  to  find 
out  the  means  of  putting,  amicably,  an  end 
to  the  difference. 

The  King  propofes  thefe  conditions  to  the 
the  King  of  England,  with  that  confidence 
which  thejuftice  and  reafonablenefs  of  them 
piuft  infpire.  There 
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There,  is  fo  much  the  more  room  for  his 
Majefty  to  hope  that  they  will  be  accepted, 
as  he  is  perfuaded  his  Britannic  Majefty  is 
animated  with  the  fame  fpirit  with  which 
himfelf  is  situated  ;  towards  removing  all  fub- 
jedts  of  mif-unftanding  and  confufton,  which, 
by  the  cppoiitionof  interefts,  complication  of 
objedis,  and  the  nature  of  the  engagements  and 
treaties  may  become  as  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  crowns,  as  to  that  of  all  Europe. 

As  to  the  armament  which  the  king  prepares, 
the  court  of  England  may  eadly  penetrate  into 
the  motives  of  it;  fipce  it  is  the  armament 
with  which  themfelves  have  apprifed  all  Eu¬ 
rope  of,  and  have  in  part  executed,  that  have 
rendered  the  precautions  of  France  neceffary. 
But  his  Majefty  declares  exprefsly,  <c  that 
thefe  preparations  have  no  oftenfive  view,  * 
and  no  other  objedt  than  the  defence  of  his 
poftefilons,  and  the  rights  of  his  crown. 

N  U  M  B  E  R  IV. 

Project  of  a  Preliminary  Convention ,  propofed: 

by  the  Kings  Orders ,  to  the  Court  of 

London. 

.1.  %  .  » 

/T“v  HE  Difcufiio.ns  which  have  ftarted  up, 
fince  the  peace  ftgned  at  Aix  la  Chappelle, 

*  The  two  Kings  have,  we  fee,  made  the  fame  De¬ 
claration.  We  leave  Europe  to  judge,  which  of  the 
two  (poke  fincgrely. 

M  m  -  the 


\ 
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the  1 8th  of  O (Sober  1748,  between  the 
fubjedts  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
thofe  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  North 
America,  having  given  occafton,  on  both 
fides,  to  acts  of  violence ;  to  put  a  ftop  to, 
and  prevent  the  confequences  of  which, 
is  become  a  matter  of  extreme  importance ; 
their  Majefties  animated  with  a  common  de- 
ftre  of  re-eftablifhing  tranquillity  in  this  part 
of  the  new  world,  and  to  cement,  more  and 
more,  the  friendfhip  and  good  underftanding, 
which  happily  fobfiift  between  them,  have 
refolved  to  take,  in  concert,  the  fpeedieft  and 
moft  effedtual  methods,  in  order  to  attain  the 
lalutary  end  which  they  propofe  to  them- 
felves  :  they  have,  accordingly,  authorifed  the 
under- written  minifters,  who  are  provided  with 
the  full  powers  neceftary  for  this  purpofe,  to 
fettle  the  preliminary  and  provifional  conditions 
contained  in  the  following;  articles. 


A  R  T  I  C  L  E  I. 

$ 

JT  ¥  I  S  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  his 
4-  i  Britannic  Majefty  engage  to  fend,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  Ratifications  of  the  pre- 
fen  t  Convention,  the  moft  precife  orders  to 
their  refpedtive  Governors  in  America,  to 
caule  ail  adts  of  violence  to  ceafe,  between 
the  two  nations ;  and  the  duplicate  of  thefe 
orders  fliall  be  delivered,  on  each  fide,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  con- 
;  ■  •  ■  •  •  •  vention 

‘  9 


Mention,  to  the  refpedive  minifters  of  his 
jpoft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  his  Britannic 

Majefty. 


•t  > 


II 


The  Subjeds  of  his  mod  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty,  and  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  fhall  cva- 
cuate  all  the  country,  lituated  between  the. 
river  Ohio  and  the  mountains  which  form 
the  limits  of  Virginia :  and  fhall  withdraw, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  French  beyond  the  faid  ri¬ 
ver,  and  the  Englifh  to  this  fide  of  the  faid 
mountains ;  fo  that  all  the  extent  of  gi  ound 
which  lies  between  the  faid  river  and  faid 
mountains,  fhall  be  conftdered  as  a  neutia; 
country,  during  the  whole  time  that  this 
convention  fhall  fublift;  and  all  the  concef- 
fions,  if  there  fhould  be  any  fuch  made  by 
either  fide,  on  the  faid  territory,  fhall  be  con- 
fidered  as  null,  and  of  none  effed. 

III. 


•*-•••  •>  n 

For  the  better  enfuring  the  execution 
of  the  firft  article  of  the  prefent  convention* 
and  to  prevent  all  occafion  of  frefh  troubles; 
the  refpedive  .fubjeds  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  and  his  Britariic  Majefty,  fhall  not 
be  allowed  to  frequent,  fo  long  as  this  pre¬ 
fent  convention  fhall  ftand,  the  faid  territory; 
fituated  between  the  river  Ohio  and  the  faid 

M  m  2  mountains,' 
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*  y 

mountains,  under  any  pretence  of  trade  of 
pafiagc,  which  the  two  nations  foall  be  equally 
forbidden  during  the  fame  ipace  of  time. 

IHW|! 

i  phi 

IV. 

flitM'Wli 

Hi  i .  Conformable  to  article  IX  of  the  treaty  of 

l  Aix  la  Chappelle,  all  things  foall  be  reinftated 

m  North  America,  on  the  fame  footing  they 
weie,  or  ought  to  have  been  on,  fince  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  accordingly,  all  the 
foits  foall  be  demolifoed,  which,  fince  that 
epoch,  may  have  been  built  on  either  fide.; 
as  well  on  the  faid  territory  of  the  Ohio,  a 5 

I  'm  a11  other  parts  of  North  America,  which 

are  afubje<5t  of  dilpute  between  the  two  nations. ' 


V. 


1 


The  prefent  preliminary  convention  is  to 
take  place  only  during  two  years,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  exchanging  the 
ratifications  ;  this  fpace  of  time  appearing 
fufficient  to  determine  finally,  by  way  of 
an  amicable  conciliation,  all  the  difcuffions 
relative  to  North  America,  which  hereafter 
may  give  occafion  to  any  new  broils  be¬ 
tween  the  l'ubjedts  of  the  two  powers, 


YJ. 
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VI. 

His  rnoft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  engage  themfelves  to  give 
immediately,  not  only  to  their  refpedtive 
Minifters  in  London,  but  alio  to  their  com- 
miflaries  in  Paris,  the  inftrudtions  and  orders 
neceflary  to  determine  amicably;  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  at  fartheft  in  the  fpdee  of  two 
Years,  by  a  definitive  treaty,  all  the  diffe¬ 
rences  which  have  ftarted  up  between  the  fub- 
jedts  of  both  crowns  ;  relative  to  their  poflef- 
fions,  rights;  and  pretenfions  in  North- 
America; 


VII. 

Tlie  preferit  convention  fliall  be  ratified 
by  their  moil  Chriftian,  and  Britannic  Ma- 
jefties  ;  and  the  ratifications,  in  good  and  due 
form,  fliall  he  exchanged  in  the  city  of 
London,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  or 
fooner  if  poffible,  from  the  day  of  figning 
this  prefen t  covention.  In  witnefs  where¬ 
of,  &c9 


N  U  M  B- 


It 

Counter-project  of  a  preliminary  convention^ 
in  anjwer  to  the  foregoing  project,  and  deli-, 
•vered  to  the  Duke  cle  Mirepoix  the  yth  of 
March  1755. 

THE  difcuflions  which  have  (Tmce  the 
peace  figned  at  Aix  la  Chapelle)  hap¬ 
pened  in  North  America,  between  the  fub- 
je£ts  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  of  his  molt 
Chriftian  majefty,  having  given  occafion,  on 
each  fide,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  their 
majefties,  to  acts  of  violence,  the  preventing 
the  confequences  of  which,  is  of  the  laft  im¬ 
portance  ;  their  majefties,  animated  with  a 
common  defire  of  re-eftsiblifhing  quiet  in  that 
country,  and  cementing  more,  and  more,  the 
friendship  and  good  underftanding  which 
happily  lubfift  between  them,  have  refolved 
to  take,  in  concert,  the  fpeedieft  and  raoft 
effectual  methods,  to  attain  the  falutary 
end  which  they  propofe  to  themfelves.  They 
have  accordingly  authorifed  the  underwritten 
minifters,  who  are  provided  with  the  neceftary 
full  powers  for  this  purpoie,  to  fettle  the 
preliminary  and  provifional  conditions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  articles. 


His  Britannic  majefty  and  his  Moft  Chri¬ 
ftian  majefty  engage  to  fend,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
prefent  convention,  the  moft  precife  orders  to 
their  refpedtive  generals  and  governors  in 
America  to  put  a  ftop  to,  and  prevent  all 
a£ts  of  violence  between  both  nations ;  and  the 
duplicates  of  thefe  orders  fhall  be  delivered  on 
each  fide,  together  with  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  convention,  to  the  minifters,  as  well 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  as  his  Moft  Chriftian 
majefty. 


II. 

In  refpedt  to  the  river  Ohio  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  lands,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed,  that 
like  orders  fhall  be  Tent  at  the  fame  time,  along 
with  copies  of  the  prefent  convention,  to  the 
faid  governors  and  generals,  to  caufe  all  the 
forts  that  have  been  conftrudted  on  thePrefqu- 
Ifle,  in  lake  Erie,  and  on  Ox-river,  and  on 
the  Ohio,  to  be  demolifhed  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poflible  ;  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  figning  the  prefent  conven¬ 
tion. 

In  like  manner  it  is  agreed,  between  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  a  line,  beginning  on  the  eaftern 

fide 
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iide  of  the  Bay  of  Canagahoqui,  on  the  fouthern 
bank  or  lake  Erie,  fhail  be  drawn  directly  to 
the  fouth  until  you  come  to  the  qoth  degree  of 
North  latitude,  and  from  thence  continued 
to  the  fouth-weft  until  it  falls  in  with  the 
37th  degree  of  the  faid  latitude. 

In  like  manner,  a  line  beginning  at  the 
mouth  cf  the  river  Miamis,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
lake  Erie,  fhail  be  drawn  towards  the  fouth  or 
fouth-weft,  to  the  fource  of  the  river  Wa- 
bacne  or  of  St.  Jerom,  and  thence  continued 
along  the  river  to  the  place  where  it  difcharges 
ides.1  into  the  Ohio ;  and  from  thence,  in  a 
ftraight  line,  towards  the  fouth  to  the  above- 
mentioned  37th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

All  the  forts  and  fortrefles  that  have  been 
built,  or  the  fettlements  that  have  been  made 
oy  enner  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  two 
crowns,  or  by  their  refpedive  fubjeds,  on 
the  faid  territory,  fituated  between  the  two 
lines,  fhail  be  demolifhed  in  the  abovefaid 
fpace  of  fix  months  ;  reckoning  from  the  day 
that  the  prelent  convention  fhail  be  figned, 
or  tooner  if  pqflibie  ;  and  fhal  lb  remain  de¬ 
molifhed  until  fuch  time  as  theprefent  difputes 
between  both  crowns  are  amicably  ended ; 
fo  that  ali  the  country,  Ivins  between  the  two 
abovefaid  lines,  in  its  whole  extent  from  north 
to  fouth,  fhail  remain  and  be  confidered  during 
that  time  as  a  neutral  country  ;  and  no  far¬ 
ther  ufe  fhail  be  made  of  it  than  to  carry  on 
a  trade  with  the  natives,  which  fhail  be  five 

and 
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nd  allowed  to  both  nations,  without  in j 
hindrance  or  moleftation  whatfoever. 

That  the  relpfedlive  generals  and  governors 
of  the  two  crowns,  fhali  name  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
iigning  the  prefent  convention  or  fooner  if 
pollible,  underflanding  perfons,  who  £hali 
draw  out  and  mark  the  faid  lines,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  months  more  reckoning  from 

the  aay  of  their  being  appointed  for  tills 
purpofe. 


iii. 


.  It  is  moreover  agreed,  that  the  forts  on 
the  river  Niagara,  and  fort  Frederic  or  Crown 
Point,  on  lake  Champlain,  built  lince  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  renewed  and  confirmed  by 
that  of  Aix  la  Chappelle,  fhall  be  demolished 
in  the  fame  fpace  of  fix  months,  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  figning  the  prefent  convert- 
vention  ;  and  that  as  to  what  relates  to  the 
abovefaid  river  of  Niagara,  and  the  lakes  of 
Erie,  Ontario,  and  Champlain,  it  fhall  .he 
free  for  the  fubje&s  of  both  crsbwns  to  pals, 
afcend  and  defcend  them  with  al!  fafety,  and 
to  trade,  without  any  hindrance  or  molefta- 
tion,  with  die  Indians  inhabiting  the  coun¬ 
tries  fitoated  round  die  great  lakes,  as  well 
with  thole  who  are  the  fubje&s  and  friends 

of  Oieat  Britain  as  fuLvects  and  friends  ct 
France. 


It  is  in  like  mannner,  covenanted  and 
agreed,  that  a  line  fhall  be  drawn  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet, 
to  its  fource,  and  from  thence  in  a  ftraight  line 
northwards  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  and 
that  from  a  point  which  /hail  be  found  at  the 
diftance  of  twenty  leagues  in  a  ftraight  line, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Penobfcot  or 
Pentagoet,  a  line  fhall  be  drawn  acrofs  the 
continent,  to  the  point  which  fhall  be  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  twenty  leagues  from  cape  Tourmen- 
tin,  in  a  direbt  line. 

That  as  to  what  relates  to  the  countries 
and  territories  fituated  to  the  North,  between 
both  thefe  lines,  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
they  fhall  not  be  fettled  nor  poflfefted  by  the 
fubjedts  of  either  crowns,  who  fhall  not 
be  allowed  to  make  any  farther  ufe  of  them, 
than  to  carry  on  a  trade  there. 

That  all  the  Prefqu-Ifle  and  the  Ifthmus, 
together  with  the  Bay  of  Fundi  or  Baie  Fran- 
coife,  and  in  general  all  the  lands,  rivers 
and  coafts,  fituated  on  the  fouth-  eaft  of  the 
abovementioned  line,  which  is  to  be  drawn 
acrofs  the  faid  continent,  from  the  river 
Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet,  to  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  fhall  be  acknowledged  and  de¬ 
clared  to  belong,  in  all  fovereignty,  and 

abfokit* 
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abfoiute  propriety,  to  the  crown  of  Great 

Moreover,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed, 
that  the  rejpedtive  generals  and  governors, 
{hall  name  underftanding  perfons,  in  tne 
fnace  of  three  months,  reckoning  worn  the 
L  of  {rmin?  this  prefent  convention,  or 
Lner  if  poffiftc,  who  fliall  draw  and  mark 
out  the  laid  lines  '  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  their 
being  appointed  for  this  purpofe. 

V. 

His  Britannic  majefty,  and  his  mod  Chiif- 
fian  maiefty,  engage  to  give  without  decay, 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  convention, 
the  neceffary  indrudtions  and  ox  der  a  to  ti  eir 
reipedive  miniders,  to  enable  them  to  deter¬ 
mine  (between  both  courts  by  way  of  an  ami¬ 
cable  conciliation)  as  foon  as  pofiible,  by  a 
definitive  treaty,  all  the  difterences  whieh 
have  arofe  between  the  iubjedls  of  boui 
crowns,  relative  to  their  refpedive  pofieflions 
rights  and  pretenfions  in  America  ;  and  winch 
are  not  finally  determined  by  the  prefent  com 

ventionio 

V  '  * 

-  •  VI. 

The  prefent  convention  fliall  be  ratified  by 
their  Britannic  and  mod  Chridian  maj^n-iu., 

Na  2 


and  Ae  ratifications  in  good  and  duo  form 

ill  t’v- fi- ,eXt  f "If d  ln  t,liscity  of  London;, 

fibfc  "rf  l  °f  fi?wn  da>’s  or  f°011er>  if  pof- 
cctomng  from  the  day  of  figning  the 

p.c.ent  convention.  ]a  witnefs  whlreofi  &c. 

■  « 

N  (JMBER  Vi. 

Sff  f  n  written  h  M.  Rouille  to 

1  J~'uke  De  Mirepoix,  March  27,  I7^. 

N  °rder  to  attain  the  fo  defireable  end  of 

turf'S  Z6  muft  n^ceMy  weigh  the  na- 
\a  tl  e  Pircumftances  of  the  en*ao-e- 
n^nis  which  are  to  be  contracted,  and  com- 

A  v--fof  V hpV0Cal  nghtS  and  conveniences. 

''ork.  01  tllIS  importance  will  require  much 
-pphcation  and  time  ;  and  what  ul  {hall  one 

wf  t'VV'  °  S”  W^]‘e  of  tbe  ornaments 
vAJi  W  been  prepared  on  both  fides  ? 

?W  'vi  1-  bc  pofiible  to  negociate  with  anv 

•  coe>  if  atLs  of  violence  continue  in 

Nortn  America,  and  it  they  begin  on  the 

if  h  CSS '  ff 111  5Pt,  the  advantages  gained 
by  the  one  fide  and  the  other,  be  a  mohve  for 

multiplying  pretentions  and  difficulties,  and 

.  ecome  h'effi  obftacles  to  a  pacification  ?  This 

?nconvemence  ffiould  therefore  be  prevented  • 

Sf  ?  cannot  bc’  unlefs  by  giving  to  the' 
rdpcxuve  governors  in  America,  and  to  the 

commanders  of  the  fquadrons,  fuch  uniform 

piatrs  as  fix  invariably  their  operations  to  a 

*  % 
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bare  defensive,  and  forbid  them  abfolutely  all 
adls  of  offend ve  holfility,  under  any  pretext 
whatfoever. 

The  King  will  make  no  difficulty  in  com¬ 
municating  to  the  King  of  England  the  du¬ 
plicates  of  the  orders  and  infir  uCtions  which 
liis  majefty  ihall  give  to  his  governors  and 
commanders,  if  his  Britannic  majefty  pleafcs 
to  act  towards  the  king  with  the  fame  can¬ 
dour  ^  and  confidence.  What  we  pro- 
pofe  in  tnis  refpeft  is  fo  confident  with  all 
the  rules  of  equity  and  moderation,  that  we 
cannot  conceive  it  poffible  for  people  to  refufe 
tneii  concurrence  therein,  if  peace  is  as  fin- 

cerely  wifhed  for  in  London  as  it  is  at  Ver- 
failles. 

I  he  reputation  of  both  courts  demands 
even  tnis  precaution,  fince  it  were  expofing 
oiulelves  to  fufpicions  and  reproaches  of  the 

-0l  duplicity  in  our  proceedings, 

if  while  a  negociation  was  carrying  on  in  order 
to  bring  about  a  pacification,  we  fhould  au- 
thorife,  or  even  appear  to  tolerate  hoftilities, 
which  would  contradict  evidently  all  ideas  of 
a  reconciliation. 

I  have  alieady  mentioned  it  to  you,  and 
as  truth  is  always  the  fame,  I  fhall  always 
hold  the  lame  language  to  deiire  peace  fmcere- 
ly,  and  not  to  put  a  flop  to  ads  of  violence, 
Pre  two  tnings  incompatible. 

^  Jk 
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NUMBER  VIL 


Anfwer  delivered  by  the  court  of  London 
tbe  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  April  5,  1755. 


THE  court  of  London  will  concur  with 
all  the  eagernefs  poffible,  in  concluding 
a  definitive  agreement  which  fiiali  take  in  all 
the  parts  that  are  a  fubjeft  of  conteft  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  between  the  two  nations,  which  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  duke  de  Mirepoix  has  infinuated 
to  coincide  with  the  difpofitions  of  his  court. 

The  propofal  made  by  the  court  of  France 
by  the  extraft  of  M.  Rouille’s  letter  written 
the  27th  of  March  to  his  excellency  the  duke 
de  Mirepoix,  is  the  fame  that  has  been  made 
heretofore,  and  has  only  a  ceffation  of  arm$ 
between  both  nations  for  its  objeft. 

The  court  of  London  meets  in  this  with 


the  fame  difficulties  which  have  offered  them- 
felves  to  them  from  the  beginning  of  the  ne- 


gociation,  and  cannot  look  upon  it  as  a  means 
that  can  favour  a  conciliation. 

In  the  counter -pro] eft  which  the  court  of 
London  gave,  in  anfwer  to  the  plan  of  con-? 
vention  propofed  heretofore  by  -  ranee,  it 
expoled  nothing  but  what  appeared  to  belong 
by  right,  and  according  to  treaties  to  the 

crown  of  Great  Britain. 

This  court  has  even  confented  to  ^  depart 

.  from  this  riant  in  many  refpefts,  for  tne  fake 

OP 
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of  peace,  and  to  fliew  its  fmcere  defire  tci 
cultivate  the  moft  perfect  friendfhip  with  the 
court  of  France.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the 
court  of  London  did  hope,  from  the  confeffed 
candour  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  that  his 
ambaffador  would  have  inftrudtions,  and  be  au- 
thonfed  to  deliver  fpecifically  the  objections 
wh  ich  the  court  of  France  might  have  made  to 
this  counter-projedt,  and  lay  open,  in  an  a- 
micable  manner,  the  demands  of  his  court  ; 
which  fhould  feem  to  be  the  rnoft  natural 
way,  the  moft  regular  and  the  moft  coniorm- 
able  to  the  willies  which  the  court  of  London: 
entertains  in  common  with  that  of  Verfaillcg, 
to  procure,  by  means  of  the  negociation  al¬ 
ready  agreed  on  (a),  a  fpeedy  and  definitive 
reconciliation  in  regard  to  all  the  points  which 
have  been  the  fubjedt  of  difcuffion  between 
both  nations  in  America. 

NUMBER  VIII. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  Rouble  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix,  dated  April  13,  1755, 
and  delivered  to  the  minijlry  <?/' London. 

HP  H  E  King,  to  whom  I  gave  an  account 
of  the  defire  which  his  Britannic  majefty 

(a)  Since  it  was  agreed  to  negociate,  bow  came 
England,  even  during  this  time,  to  give  orders  for  at  * 
tacking  the  French  in  America?  Why  did  it  in  Europe 
jrefufe  to  give  orders  for  the  ceafing  of  all  hoitil itics  ? 

har 
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h«s  expreffed  to  receive  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to 
»he  memonaj  en  you  fcy  ^  c(4vaIier  Roi 

‘ ,  ;  >  ha?  ordcred  me  to  fend  you  back  your 
cornier  without  delay. 

fanJphft-?rSiWOUld  fa'n  Carfy  his  complain 
court  f  r  <i!  t  lCry  but  tlle  proportions  of  the 

court  of  London  do  not  allow  his  majefty  to 
ope  that  the  two  courts  will  fucceed  in  end- 

•  eif-  dlfferences  hY  a  and  becoming 
conciliation.  ° 

According  to  the  court  of  London,  the 
luccels  of  our  negoaation  depends  entirely  on 
,  celPon  which  the  Englifh  demand/  not 

?n  7  °r  tbe  Prefqu  ifle,  of  which  Acadia  is 
but  a  part,  but  alfo  of  twenty  leagues  of  the 

coaft  °f  Bay  Francoife  on  the  fide  of  Canada. 

i  e  ,  S  ProP°^^on>  Specially  as  to  what  re- 
lates  to  the  twenty  leagues  of  coafl,  is  fo  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  our  rights,  our  poilef- 
lions,  and  to  our  mofteffential  concerns,  that 
cannot  poffibly  allow  it. 

L  this  c elfion  would  be  neceffary,  or  even 
meial  to  the  Englilh,  either  in  their  trade 
with  the  favages,  or  their  communication 
with  Acadia  and  New  England,  we  could 
afcube  the.  demand  which  they  make  us  of 
Jt  to  one  of  thefe  two  motives  only ;  but  their 
pretenfion  cannot  be  grounded  on  any  reafon, 
Oi  any  pietext  of  necefiity  or  utility. 

The  favages  have  always  had  a  liberty  to 
trade  in  the  Engiifh  colonies,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  French,  and  twenty  leagues 

y  tD 
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*  % 
fnore  will  make  no  alteration  in  the  fiats  of 

t  *  *■ 

affairs  in  this  rclpedl. 

As  to  the  communication  between  Acadia 


and  New  England,  it  is  abfolutely  impra&i- 
cable  by  land,  not  only  on  account  of  the  dis¬ 
tance,  but  likewife  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
the  roads  and  paffing  the  rivers  which  mud:  be 
croffed  towards  their  mouth.  This  commu¬ 
nication  is  on  the  contrary  very  fliort  and  very 
eafy  by  fea. 

To  this  the  Kin?  cannot,  or  ought  not  to 
confent,  becaufe  the  lands  fituated  along 
Baie  Francoife  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  is  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  for  the  communication 
of  Quebec,  during  part  of  die  year,  as  well 
with  Europe  as  the  Ifle  Royal  and  St.  Johns. 

The  court  of  London  propofes,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  part  of  Canada  fituated  above 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  that  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence  and  the  kikes  Erie  and  Ontario  Jferv  e  as 
limits  between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  on  the  fixation  of  thefe  limits  that 
meffieurs  the  Englifh  minifterS  pretend  alfo 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  negociatioh. 

The  King,  is  fo  far  from  entering  into 
any  explanation  on  this  article,  that  he  never 
will  confent  to  his  fovereignty  over  the  South¬ 
ern  bank  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  and  the 
lakes  of  Ontario  and  Erie  to  be  brought  in 
queSfion,  or  that  theSe  parts,  which  have  been 
always  considered  as  the  center,  Should  noW 
become  the  limits  of  Canada. 
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The  prefervaticn  of  that  part  of  Canada, 
which  fhould  remain  to  us  after  this  repara¬ 
tion,  would  become,  by  this  pretenfion  of 
England,  very  chargeable  if  not  impoffible. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don  is  willing  to  confent  to  our  making  fettle- 
inents  between  the  Ohio  and  Wafbach  rivers; 
unlefs  podibly  at  the  diftance  of  iome  leagues 
on  this  fide  the  left  bank  of  this  laft  river. 

V/e  have  offered  to  abandon  the  land  be¬ 
tween  the  mountains  of  Virginia  and  the 
Ohio,  and  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  neutral ;  but 
we  can  grant  nothing  more,  without  giving 
up  our  communication  between  Lomliana, 
and  Canada. 

We  differ  in  too  effential  a  manner,  in 
our  interefts  and  views,  with  regard  to  the  ca¬ 
pital  points,  which  the  Englifh  minifters  look 
upon  as  the  neceflary  balls  of  a  negociation. 

The  court  of  London,  in  the  memorial 
which  has  been  delivered  to  you,  expreffes  its 
hope,  that  you  have  received  proper  inftruc- 
tions,  and  are  authoriled  to  give  in,  fpecifi- 
caily,  the  objedtions  which  the  court  of 
France,  might  have  made  to  the  counter-pro¬ 
ject,  and  open  yourfelf  amicably  on  this  fub- 
jedl. 

The  reafons  which  have  determined  the 
King  not  to  give  an  anfwer  in  writing  to  the 
counter- projedt  in  queition,  fubfift  always  the 
fame;  fince  all  that  the  Englifh  minifters 
have  faid  to  you,  fince  their  delivering  this 


piece 
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piece  to  you,  differs  fearcely  in  any  tiling 

from  what  it  contains. 

Their  laft  propofitions  have  only  fervecl  to 
jlluftrate  what  could  not  be  exprefled  in  fo 
clear  a  manner  in  the  counter-project. 

If  the  King  of  England  and  his  miriiftry 
are  as  lincere  in  their  delire  of  peace  as  w  c 
are,  they  muff  delift  in  a  formal  manner  from 
their  pretenlion  of  making  us  abandon, 

x .  The  fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  and  the  lakes  whofe  wateis  dilchaigc 
themfelves  into  this  river. 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  Country  which 
they  demand  on  Baye  Francoile. 

3.  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  and 

Walbach. 

We  are  difpofed  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
upon  all  the  remainder,  and  even  to  lacrifice 
part  of  our  rights  to  all  the  conveniencies  of 
England,  wherever  it  may  be  confident  with 
the  dignity  of  the  King  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
poffeflions. 

We  will  gladly  take  in  concert  with  the 
Brittilh  minifters,  the  moft  effe&ual  mea- 
fures  to  guard  both  nations  in  America  againft: 
all  invafion  of  property,  and  prevent  any  dif- 
pute  between  them. 

In  ftiort,  we  will  not  be  averfe  from  making, 
in  concert  with  them,  fuch  arrangements  as 
may  facilitate  and  augment  their  trade  ;  hut 
we  fhall  enter  into  no  particulars  on  this  fub- 
jedj  fo  long  as  the  court  of  London  fliall  look 
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ypon  the  three  articles,  which  we  are  abfo- 
*.utely  ootermtned  not  to  allow  of,  as  a  necef- 
a!fr  pi  eliminary  balls  of  the  negociation. 

.  ^  there  was  queftion  only  of  the  ter- 
ritoiy  or  the  fair  liver,  but  now  their  preten- 
hons  extend  to  all  the  parts  of  Canada,  which 

he  on  tne  fouthern  fide  of  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence. 

It  was  agieed  to  adhere  to  a  provifional 
accommodation,  while  a  definitive  treaty 
mould  be  laboured  at  afterwards,  they  would 
have  no  provifionary  convention,  and  they 
pretended  to  determine  every  thing  at  once. 

\i  e  have  piopoied  tne  preventing  any  ul— 
tenor  acts  of  violence,  by  giving  orders  for 
that  purpofe  to  the  refpebtive  governors,  and 
T~°  !ji~  commanders  of  the  fquadrons ;  they 
have  rej ebbed  a  propofal  fo  reputable  and  fo 
full  of  moderation. 


N  U  M  B  E  R  IX. 

Note  delivered  by  the  court  of  London  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix,  April  24,  1755. 

*  |  '  LI  E  court  of  Great  Britain  fees,  with 
-I  regret,  that  the  friendly  anfwer  deli¬ 
vered  to  his  excellency  M.  de  Mirepoix  the 
5th  of  this  month,  in  confequence  of  a  letter 
of  M.  de  Rouille  of  the  27th  of  laft  month, 
has  not  been  productive  of  fuch  inltructions 
from  his  court  as  might  have  enabled  him  to 
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enter  immediately  on  a  negotiation  concern-' 
ing  the  different  points  contained  in  the  couni 
ter-projeft  which  had  been  delivered  him  fo 
early  as  the  7th  of  March  ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  M.  de  Rouille  declares,  in  the  ex- 
ti'aft  of  his  letter  of  the  1 3th  of  this  month, 
which  has  been  communicated  to  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon  by  the  ambaflador  of  France,  that 
France  defires  the  Britifh  court  would,  pre¬ 
vious  to  any  negociation,  defifl  formally  from 
its  pretention  ,  and  to  make  it  abandon, 

1 .  The  fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  the  lakes  whofe  waters  are  received 
into  that  river. 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  country  which, 
they  demand  on  Bay  Francoife. 

3 .  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  and 
Wabache. 

As  to  the  firff  of  thefe  points  M.  de  Rou¬ 
ille  has  made  it  out  in  a  very  fhort  manner, 
and  very  different  from  what  it  was  intended 
to  be  underffood  by  the  above-mentioned 
counter-project  (a)  ;  but  with  regard  to  this 
point  as  well  as  the  others,  the  Britifh  court 
refers  itfelf,  and  adheres  to  the  expoiitiop. 
made  of  it,  as  being  founded  on  the  treaties 
and  appearing  abfolutely  necefiary  to  its  fccu- 
rity. 


(a)  It  may  be  obferved  with  what  attention  the  Brir 
tifh  miniftry  feigned  not  to  comprehend  well  enough  the 
ideas  of  the  court  of  France.  All  that  was  apprehended 
in  England  was,  left  the  negociation  fhould  break  off 
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before  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  mvauon. 
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They  are,  however,  difpofed  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  all  the  contefted  points. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  examination  it  may  be 
found  out  in  what  the  mod;  effential  diffe¬ 
rences  between  the  two  -  courts  confift,  and 
the  natural  delire  of  peace  may  flrike  out  the 
means  of  facilitating  an  accommodation. 


NUMBER  X. 

jffofe,  delivered  by  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  the 
6th  of  May  1755,  in  anfwer  to  the  forego - 
ing. 

TH  E  court  of  France  is  invarible  in  its 
principles  of  equity  and  moderation.  It 
always  wilhe*  very  fincerely  the  prefervation 
of  peace  and  the  mod:  perfect  underftanding 
between  it  and  the  Britiih  court,  if  the  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  has  not  been  authorifed  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  upon  the  three  following 
points, 

1 .  The  fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  the  lakes  whofe  waters  fail  into 
this  river.  > 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  country  along 
Bay  Francoife. 

n.  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  and 
the  Wabache. 

It  was  folely  becaufe  the  adhefion  to  the 
demands  of  the  Britidi  court,  with  refpedt  to 
thefe  three  points,  has  been  always  prefented 
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to  the  court  of  France  as  a  neceflary  balls,  and 
the  preliminary  conditions  of  the  negociation. 

It  was  in  this  fenfe  that  the  court  of  France 
has  demanded,  and  continues  to  demand, 
that  the  Brititli  court  do  defift  from  its  pre¬ 
tentions  relative  to  thefe  three  fubjedls ;  but 
the  court  of  France  is  difpofed,  as  it  has  al¬ 
ways  been,  to  acquiefce,  agreeable  to  the 
XVfflth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chap- 
pel  le,  in  the  examination  and  amicable  dif- 
curiion  of  all  the  points  in  difpute,  and  in 
taking  in  concert  with  the  Britifh  court  the 
arrangements  which  lhall  be  judged  neceflary, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  differences  between  the 
two  nations,  and  fettling  affairs  in  America 
on  a  footing  that  is  agreeable  to  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  and  fecurity  of  the  refpcdtive  colonies,  as 
well  for  the  prefent  as  hereafter  :  the  court  of 
France  is  very  far  from  forming  any  demand, 
that  is  not  founded  on  a  real  right  and  tire 
treaties ;  and  as  the  Britifh  court  declares  to 
be  animated  with  the  fame  fentirnents,  there 
is  room  to  hope  that  the  intentions  fo  equita¬ 
ble  and  fo  full  of  moderation  on  both  rides,- 
will  be  attended  with  the  falutary  effect  which 
the  two  courts  ought  to  promile  themfelves 
from  them,  toward  their  common  tranquil¬ 
lity  5  and  the  public  happinefs. 
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NUMBER  XL 

Note,  delivered  by  the  Britijb  minifiry  to  th$ 

Nuke  de  Mirepoix  the  qth  of  May  1755. 

I 

rTs  HE  court  of  Great  Britain  fees,  with 
the  greateft  fatisfadtion,  by  the  anfwer 
which  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix 
has  delivered  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  the  6th 
•of  this  month,  not  only  that  the  court  of 
France  perfifis  in  its  refblution  for  maintain¬ 
ing  the  peace,  but  likewife  that  its  difpofitions 
are  the  fame  that  thofe  of  England  have  al¬ 
ways  been,  and  are  fill,  to  enter  without  de¬ 
lay  into  the  examination,  and  into  an  arnica* 
ble  difcuffion  of  all  the  points  in  difpute. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  has,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  proceeded  with  fo 
much  candour  (a)  and  confidence,  that  they 
did  not  hefitate  to  expofe  naturally  their  inten¬ 
tions  and  pretenfions,  in  order  that  the  court 
of  France  byadting  in  the  fame  manner,  might 
facilitate  and  haften  the  conciliation  fo  much 
wi died  for  on  each  fide. 

(a)  The  value  to  be  fet  on  this  word  may  be  eafily 
sftimated,  by  whoever  has  read  the  above  pieces. 
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NUMBER  XII. 

Memorial,  delivered  by  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix, 
to  the  Minijtry  of  London,  May  14,  1755. 


EX  E  Difputes  between  the  courts 
of  France  and  England,  concerning 
America,  have  for  fubjed,  1.  the  limits  oi 
Acadia.  2.  the  limits  of  Canada.  3.  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Ohio  and  its  territory.  4. 
the  Iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  Domi¬ 
nica  and  Tobago. 

In  the  difcuffion  of  thefe  points,  the  ge¬ 
neral  principles  to  be  laid  down  for  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  are  thofe,  and  thofe  only  of  juftice, 
the  fecurity  of  the  refpedive  colonies,  and 
their  mutual  conveniences. 

In  all  the  particular  difcuflions  concerning 
the  four  objeds  in  queftion,  thefe  principles 
are  never  to  be  loft  fight  of.  Therefore  we 
fhall  here  treat  of  thefe  objects  in  a  lummary 
manner,  one  after  another. 

Article  I. 

Of  the  Limits  of  Acadia . 

F  we  examine  into  what  is  right  and  juft, 
we  fhall  find,  that  Acadia  takes  in  only 
a  part  of  the  Penninfula  where  it  is  fituated, 
winch  part  extends  from  Cane  Fourth  n  or 
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Cape  Sable,  to  Cape  Canceau.  This  has 
been  evidently  made  out  by  the  Memorial  of 
the  French  commiffaries  dated  Odtober  4. 
1751.  the  anfwer  given  to  it  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  commilTaries  does  not  invalidate  the  facts, 
nor  the  proofs  which  it  contains.  It  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  laid  down  as  a  balls  of  the 
negotiation,  that  Acadia  takes  in  only  a  part 
of  the  Penninfula. 

But  the  court  of  France  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  will  condefcend,  after  having  difculled 
and  afcertained  its  right,  to  the  not  infilling 
on  it  with  rigour,  and  will  agree  to  examine 
into  what  may  concern  the  objedt  in  que- 
ftion,  and  the  reciprocal  fecurity  and  conve¬ 
nience  of  both.  It  may  pofiibly  alfo  determine 
to  yield  to  the  Englifh,  the  intire  Pennin- 
fula,  under  certain  conditions  and  referva- 
tions,  without  which  it  neither  ought,  nor  can 
agree  to  this  ceffion.  Thefe  conditions 
lhall  be 

1.  That  during  the  fpace  of  three  vears, 
all  the  French  who  inhabit  the  Penninfula, 
may  have  liberty  to  withdraw  from  thence 
with  their  effedts,  and  that  all  manner  of 
affiftance  be  given  them  for  facilitating  this 
tranfmigration,  which  the  Englilh,  doubtlefs, 
will  confider  as  very  advantageous  for  them- 


ves. 


2.  That  France  fhall  keep  the  Ilthmus 
and  Beaubalfin,  fince  fhe  cannot  abfolutely 
abandon  them  without  giving  up  at  the  fame 
time,  at  lealt,  during  a  ccnfiderable  part  of 
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the  year,  the  communication  between  Quebec 
.and  the  lile-Royale. 

3.  That  a  certain  extent  of  land  in  the 
Penninfula,  which  (hall  be  agreed  on,  Shall 
be  left  uninhabited  along  the  coaft  which 
bears  on  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  1  his 
propofal  is  not  lefs  favourable  to  the  Englifh 
pf  Acadia,  than  it  is  to  the  French  of  Hie- 
Royal,  and  of  St.  John,  Since  thick  woods 
and  defiles,  which  mull  be  crofied,  will  be 
an  obffacle  equally  to  the  enterprifes  which 
either  of  the  nations  would  form  againft  the 


the  other. 

4.  That  the  Englifh  fhall  defife  from  the 
demand  which  they  have  made  of  an  extent 
of  twenty  leagues  along  Bay  Francoife  on  die 
fide  of  Canada.  They  having  abfolutely,  no 
fort  of  right  to,  nor  have  they  any  real  filtered 
in  demanding  this  ceffion,  winch  is  in  no 
way  neceflary  to  their  commerce,  and  is  of 
no  fort  of  ufe  to  their  communication  be¬ 
tween  Acadia  and  New  England.;  whereas 
on.  the  contrary,  this  territory  is  indifpenfibiy 
neceffary  to  the  French  for  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  Quebec,  when  it  becomes  imprac¬ 
ticable  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  court  of  France  as  a  further  proof  of 
its  complaifance  for  England,  and  of  its  de- 
fire  to  keep  up  with  it,  the  mod  perfect 
underftanding,  may  alio,  if  it  fliould  meet 
with  fentiments  that  are  reciprocal  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  London,  yield  to  the  Eng- 
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ui.a  the  country  lying  between  the  river  of 
Sagahadoe  and  that  of  Penta^oet. 

,  It  is  proved  by  the  very  title  deeds  of  the 
Englifh,  and  namely,  the  charter  concerning 
New  England,  01  the  yth  ofOdtober,  1695, 
that  the  limits  of  this  province  extend  only 
to  Sagahadoe.  The  ceffion  of  the  confide- 
rab;e  territory  which  lies  between  this  river 
and  that  of  Pentagoet  would  anfwer,  nay, 
would  exceed  any  reafonable  demands  which 
the  Englifh  might  propofe  to  themfelves. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid  it  refults* 
that  France,  to  preferve  peace,  offers  to  fa- 
crifice  her  right,  her  adtual  poffeffion,  and  an 
•intereft  that  is  evident  and  fenfible  5  but  fhe 
will  not  extend  this  facrifice  beyond  the, 
ceffion  of  the  Penninfula  of  Acadia,  with 
the  conditions  and  claufes,  of  which  mention 
has  been  made,  and  the  part  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  fide,  which  extends  from  Sagahadoe  to 
Pentagoet 
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Article  II. 

Concerning  the  Limits  of  Canada, 

H  E  Court  of  France  has,  in  a  decif- 


**■  five  manner  rejected,  and  will  always 
reject  the  propofition  which  has  been  made 
by  England ;  that  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  Ontario 
and  Erie,  fhould  ferve  as  limits  between  the 
two  nations. 

It  mult  be  laid  down  as  a  bails  for  the 
negociation  in  regal'd  to  diis  article,  that  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  is  the  centre  of  Canada. 
This  truth  is  juftified  by  juft  tides,  by  emi¬ 
nent  writers,  and  by  poffeffion. 

All  that  France  can  agree  to,  after  laying 
down  this  principle,  which  cannot  admit  of 
any  reafonble  contradiction,  is  to  examine, 
in  regard  to  this  object,  whedier  the  recipro¬ 
cal  convenience  of  bodi  nations  may  not 


require  in  this  refpeCt  feme  particular  ar¬ 
rangement  in  order  to  the  fixing  invariably, 
the  refpedtive  limits. 

The  only  pretext  with  which  the  Englifli 
endeavour  to  glofs  over  their  pretenfions,  is 
taken  from  article  XV  of  the  treaty  of  U- 
trecht ;  but  if  all  the  exprefllons  contained 
in  tins  article  are  examined  into  with  due 
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attention,  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  no-* 
thing  is  lefs  founded  than  the  inductions, 
which  the  court  of  London  would  in  faCt, 
draw  from  thence. 

1 .  There  is  queftion  in  this  article  only  of 
the  perfons  of  the  Savages,  and  not  at  all  of 
their  country,  or  pretended  territory  ;  becaufe 
they  have  none  that  is  determined,  and  that 
they  carry  their  notion  of  propriety  no  farther 
than  the  aCtual  ufe  they  make  of  the  country 
which  they  occupy  to-day,  and  which  they 
f>offibly  may  not  occupy  to-morrow. 

2.  It  were  abfurd  to  pretend  that  where- 
Cver  a  Savage  who  is  a  friend  or  a  fubjeCt  of 
bne  of  the  two  crowns  makes  a  tranllent 
tefidence.  The  country  which  he  had  then 
inhabited,  fbould  belong  to  the  crown  whofq 
friend  or  fubjeCt  he  is. 

3 .  The  Savages  here  meant,  are  free  and 
independent,  and  there  are  none  of  them 
who  may  be  called  Subjects  of  either  crowns  : 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  in  regard  to  this,  is  faulty,  and  can 
make  no  alteration  in  the  nature  of  things. 
It  is  certain,  that  no  Englishman  dare,  with¬ 
out  running  the  rifque  of  being  mafiacred,  tell 
the  Iroquois,  that  they  are  Subjects  of  Eng¬ 
land  :  thefe  Savage  nations  are  governed  by 
themfelves,  and  are  as  much,  and  more  the 
friends  of  France  than  of  England  ;  feveral 
French  families  are  intermarried  even  among 
the  Iroquois,  and  have  dwelt  among  them 
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all  the  la  ft  war,  during  which,  the  five 
nations  have  obferved  the  nioft  ftrict  neutra¬ 
lity. 

4.  The  XV th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  contains  the  fame  ftipulations,  as 
well  in  favour  of  the  French,  as  in  favour 
of  the  English,  and  these  ftipulations  are 
mutual.  The  French  might  therefore  fay, 
with  a  better  title  than  the  Englifh  can  urge 
in  fupport  of  their  claim  to  the  Jroquois, 
that  the  Abnaqui  nations,  and  the  Souriquois, 
otherwife  called  Micmaes,  Malcutes  and 
Cannibas,  &c.  are  the  fubjedts  of  France ; 
and  as  there  are  Souriquois  who  inhabit  the 
extremity  of  the  Penninfula  on  the  fide  of 
cape  Fourchu  and  of  cape  Sable  ;  it  would 
follow  that  the  French  might  pretend  to 
form  fettlements  at  that  place,  with  as  much 
right  as  the  Englifh  have  had  in  making  fet¬ 
tlements  at  Olwego,  or  Chouaguen,  on  the 
banks  of  lake  Ontario,  in  1726  or  1727; 
and  of  courfe  a  long  time  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht;  France  has  not  ceafed  fince  that 
time,  to  complain  againft  this  encroachment, 
and  fhe  experts  that  the  fort  of  Chouaguen 
fhall  be  deftroyed. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  not  rightly  in¬ 
terpreted,  when  it  was  pretended,  that  it 
authorifed  the  French  and  Englifh  to  drive  a 
trade  promifcuoufly,  among  ail  the  Savage 
nations,  on  pretence  of  fubjedlion,  alliance 
or  friendfhip.  This  article,  if  well  under- 

ftood 
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ftood  and  explained,  provides  only  for  the 
liberty  of  trade,  which  the  Savages  may 
cawy  on  among  themfelves,  or  among  the 
European  nations,  and  no  ways  authorifes 
thole  in  going  beyond  the  limits'  of  their  co- 

loniet>,  in  older  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  the 
Savages. 

6,  Laftly,  by  this  XVth  article  it  is  pro¬ 
vided,  tnat  it  jfhall  be  fettled  refpedively, 
which  are  the  American  nations  that  oupht  to 
be  deemed  fubjects  or  friends  of  the  two 
crowns.  This  fbpulation  has  not  been  exe¬ 
cuted,  becaufe,  in  fad:  it  is  fcarcely  fufcepti- 
ble^  of  execution ;  inafmuch,  as  an  Indian 
nation  which  to-day  are  friends,  may  to¬ 
morrow  become  enemies  ;  and  therefore,  the 
argument  which  might  have  been  ufed 

upon  this  head,  would  have  been  contra— 
dieted  by  fad:. 

All  we  have  here  fet  forth,  proves  clearly, 
that  if  the  XVth  article  of  the  treaty  of  U- 
trecht  0 --  diicufled,  according  to  the  rules 
ot  juftice  and  right,  it  will  be  ealy  to  over¬ 
turn  the  falfe  interpretations  which  arc  ffiven 
to  it.  i^or  will  it  admit  or  greater-  difficulty 
to  demonftrate,  that  the  Englifh  cannot  be 
actuated  by  any  motives  of  intereft,  in  fettin°- 
forth  the  pretenfions  which  they  have  formed. 
There  can  be  no  queftion  in  thefe  vaft  re¬ 
gions  of  America,  of  deputing  about  a  little 
more,  or  a  little  lefs  ground.  The  eflential 
interdl  is  limitted  to  two  objects :  that  of 

iuterefti 
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Security,  and  that  of  trade :  the  court  or 
France  will  be  always  dilpofed  to  concert 
in  both  thefe  refpedts  with  that  of  London, 
Luch  arrangements  as  are  equitable  and  folid^ 
as  well  for  the  prefent  as  the  future . 


Articib  III. 


Concerning  the  courfe  and  the  territory  of  thf 

Ohio. 

T  is  inconteftible  from  the  principles  which 
agree  with  the  titles,  with  juftice,  with 
*he  law  of  convenience  and  the  mutual  le 
curity,  that  the  Ohio  ought  to  make  part  of 
the  polfeffions  of  France.  The  Englifb, 
have  no  fettlements  upon  this  river,  and  when 
the  Brittifh  minifters  maintained  this  propo¬ 
rtion  :  that  the  fources  of  this  river  are  full 
of  antient  fettlements  of  their  nation  ;  it  was 
olain,  they  had  traded  too  much  to  falfe  re¬ 
lations.  The  French  have  always  looked 
upon  this  river  as  dependent  of  Canada,  and 
it  is  elfential  to  her,  in  order  to  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  Canada  with  Louifiana ;  they 
have  frequented  it  in  all  times,  and  in  num¬ 
bers.  It  was  even  by  this  river,  that  they 
fent  the  detachment  of  troops  which  were 
lent  to  the  Louifiana,  about  the  year  1739, 
on  the  occafion  of  the  war  of  the  Chi- 
cachas. 

O  q  Had 


Had  there  been  Englilh  fettlements  then 
on  that  river,  and  had  it  been  a  part  of  the 
Brittilh  colonies,  would  the  French  have  been 
buffered  to  defcend  its  whole  courfe  ;  or  would 
not  the  court  of  London  have  at  lead  made 
complaints  of  it  ?  but  at  that  time  there  was 
no  queftion  or  the  lead:  mention  made,  of  the 
pretenlion  which  has  been  raided  up  fince ; 
without  proof,  without  title,  and  without  any 
fort  of  foundation. 

It  is  true  that  in  latter  years,  fo me  Eng-  - 
lifh  traders  have  paffed  the  mountains  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  have  ventured  to  carry  on  a  furr- 
trade  towards  the  Ohio  with  the  Savages. 
The  French  governors  of  Canada  contented 
themfelves  at  firft,  with  fendihg  them  word 
that  they  were  on  the  territory  of  France, 
and  forbidding  them  to  return  on  pain  of 
having  their  goods  feifed  and  themfelves 
made  prifoners  :  they  returned  notwithftand- 
ing,  and  their  goods  have  been  confifcated 
and  fold,  their  perfons  feifed  and  conducted 
to  Quebec,  from  thence  to  France,  where 
they  have  been  detained  in  the  prifons  of 
Rochelle :  no  claim,  no  complaint  was  made 
on  this  occafion,  by  the  court  of  London  > 
they  have  been  confidered  only  as  fmug- 
glers,  whole  delire  of  gain,  had  expofed  them 
to  the  rifque  attending  an  illicit  trade. 

Having  thus  afcertained,  and  with  fo  much 
folidity,  the  right  and  pofeffion  of  the  F rench 
on  the  Ohio  and  its  territory,  their  being  fa- 

tisfied 
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tisfied  to  ftipulate,  that  all  the  territory  be¬ 
tween  the  Ohio  and  the  mountains,  which 
border  Virginia,  fnall  remain  neutral,  and 
that  ail  trade  and  paflage  through  it  (hall  be 
interdicted  as  well  to  the  French  as  to  the 
Encdifh,  ought  to  be  conlidered  as  a  very 

O  1  O 

fenfible  proof  of  tjicir  love  of  peace. 


Article  IV. 

Concerning  the  Conte  fled  IJlands. 

THESE  Iflands  are  thofe  of  St.  Lucia, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent  and  Tobago ; 

-  We  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  commiflaries 
of  France  have  demonftrated  in  the  cleared; 
manner,  that  the  illand  of  St.  Lucia  belongs 
to  the  kin->  their  mailer,  and  that  thofe  of 
St.  Vincent  and  Dominica,  ought  to  belong 
to  the  Savages  or  Caribbees  under  the  protec- 
of  his  majefty. 

The  commiflaries  have  made  no  memo¬ 
rial  relative  to  Tobago,  but  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  rights  of  France  to  this  illand,  is  not 
the  lefs  demonftrabie  :  fo  that  the  court  of 
France,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  prevails  on 
itfelf  to  make  in  favour  of  England ;  the 
facrifices  which  have  been  mentioned  in  this 
memorial,  ought  to  require,  that  its  right 
of  propriety  to  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago  be 

q  2  ackncw- 
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acknowledged,  and  that  the  iflands  of  St. 
Vincent  and  Dominico  do  remain  to  the 
Savages  or  Caribbees,  under  the  protection 
ot  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty. 


i 


The  Duke  de  Mirepoix-, 


NUMBER  XIIL 

Memorial,  delivered  the  yth  of  June  1755, 
by  the  Mini  fir y  of  London,  in  anfwer  to 
the  foregoing ,  on  the  four  Points  to  be  dif- 
.  cuffed ,  relating  to  America. 


1 .  'The  Limits  of  Acadia  or  TShova  Scotia. 

2.  The  Limits  of  Canada. 

3.  The  Courfe  and  the  Territory  of  the  Ohio. 

4.  The  IJlands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent s 
Dominica  and  Tobago . 


■ 

11 


TR  E  Court  of  Great-Britain  lays  down 
as  general  principles  of  the  negotiat¬ 
ion,  thofe  of  right  and  juftice  ;  but  it  cannot 
allow  (properly  Ipeaking)  that  of  convenience, 
to  be  one  of  thefe  5  as  it  is  not  to  be  admitted 
excepting  it  be  tor  the  fake  of  peace,  and  in 
order  to  preferve  a  good  harmony,  which  is 
lb  much  wiihcd  for,  between  both  courts* 

They 
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They  ought  therefore  to  difpofe  themfelves 
equally  to  depart,  in  certain  cafes,  from 
what  might  appear  an  abfolute  right,  when 
it  can  be  done  with  fafety.  The  court  of 
Great-Britain,  is  ready  to  give  proof  of  its 
good  difpolition  on  this  occalion,  whenever  it 
is  confident  with  prudence,  and  its  fafety ; 
upon  the  prefumption  that  it  will  meet  with 
the  fame  good  intentions  on  the  part  of 
France. 


Article  I. 

Of  the  Limits  of  Acadia. 

\%7  Hatever  reafon  France  may  have  tq» 
imagine  that  Acadia  ought  to  be  limit- 
ted  to  this  part  of  the  Penninfula  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  cape  Fourchu,  or  from  cape  Sa¬ 
ble  to  cape  Canfeau,  grounded  upon  what  is 
alledged  in  the  Memorials  of  its  commiflaries 
of  the  4th  of  Odtober,  1751  j  it  were  to 
be  wifhed  diat  a  greater  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  reply  made  to  that  memorial,  and 
given  in  by  the  Englilh  commiflaries  above 
two  years  ago. 

To  this,  France  makes  no  other  anfwer  * 


*  An  Anfwer  has  been  made  fince  to  this  Reply,  by 
a  Memorial  which,  is  to-  be  foon  published.  'The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Englilh  might  h  ive  difpenfeJ  (the  Com- 
miflaries  of  his  Majefty)  with  this  labour:  but  Franco 
owes  to  its  own  Glory,  the  care  which  fhe  takes  to 
expo-fe,  to  the  eyes  of  the  Univerie,  both  t  ie  jufticQ  of 
hgr  RigbtSj  aud’tho  regularity  of  her  Steps. 

than 
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than  by  affirming  that  “  this  reply  overturns 
"  neither  the  fads  nor  the  proofs  contained 
in  the  French  memorial ;  and  that  there¬ 
fore,  it  fhould  be  laid  down  as  a  balls  of 
the  negociation,  that  Acadia  compofes  only 
a  part  of  the  Penninfula :  ”  however,  this 
appears  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain  to  be 
clearly  and  folidly  proved  in  this  reply,  viz. 
that  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia  or  iNova- 
Scotia,  (and  the  queftion  turns  here,  on  thofe 
ancient  limits)  extend  on  the  weft  towards 
F4ew  England  by  Penoblcot  river,  other wiie 
called  Pentagoet ;  that  is  to  fay,  beginning 
at  its  mouth,  and  from  thence  drawing  a 
ftraight  line  on  the  north  fide  to  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  or  the  great  river  of  Canada ; 
at  the  north  by  the  faid  river  St.  Lawrence, 
along  its  fouthern  bank  to  cape  Rollers  fitu- 
ated  at  its  entrance ;  eaftwards  by  the  great 
gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  from  the  faid  cape 
Rofiers ;  on  the  fouth-eaft  by  the  Raccaloo 
illands  to  cape  Breton,  leaving  thefe  illands 
to  the  right,  and  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence 
and  Newfoundland,  with  the  illands  belong¬ 
ing  thereto,  on  the  left,  to  the  cape  oi  pro¬ 
montory  called  cape  Breton ;  on  the  fouth  oy 
the  great  Atlantic  ocean,  drawing  towards  the 
fouth-weft  from  the  faid  cape  Breton  by  cap^ 
Sable,  taking  in  the  iilanda  of  the  fame  name 
round  the  bay  of  Fundi,  which  afcend  to¬ 
wards  the  eaftinto  the  country,  to  tne  moutn 
of  the  faid  river  Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet. 

So, 
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So  effential  a  difference  with  regard  to 
limits  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  by  both 
fides,  has  already  difpofed  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  not  to  inlift 
ngoroufly,  on  what  belongs  to  it ;  but  to  pro- 
pole  that  two  lines  being  drawn,  the  one> 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Penoblcot  or 
Pentagoet,  to  its  fource,  and  thence  in  a 
direct  line  northwards  to  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  the  other  from  a  certain  point  on  the 
faid  river  of  Pentagoet,  at  twenty  leagues 
diftance  from  its  mouth  acrols  the  continent, 
to  the  point  on  the  gulph  of  St,  Lawrence, 
which  will  be  at  twenty  leagues  diftance  from 
cape  Tourmantin,  the  whole  of  the  Pennin- 
fula,  the  Ifthmus,  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
in  general  all  the  countries3  rivers  and  coafts, 
fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  abovefaid  laft 
line,  lhall  belong  in  fall  fovereignty  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  •>  that  with  regard  to 
the  country  lituated  to  the  north- weft  between 
the  two  abovefaid  lines3  to  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  fhall  not  be  poffeffed  nor  inhabited 

by  the  fubjedls  of  either  one  power  or  the 
other. 

court  of  Great  Britain  imagines  that 
tins  propofition  will  fullfill  perfectly,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  fecurity  and  reciprocal  convenience  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand  it  fees  with  regret, 
ow  much  the  conditions,  and  the  relerves 
under  which  France  pretends  to  leave  the 
poilelfion  of  the  Penninfula  to  Great  Britain, 


are 


ire  fubjedt  t6  obdacles  and  unfurmountable 
objections,  fo  as  to  render  the  polled! on  of 

this  Penninfula  totally  ufelefs. 

i .  With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  grant¬ 
ing  the  fpaceof  three  years  to  all  the  French 
who  inhabit  the  Penninfula,  in  order  to 
withdraw  from  thence  with  their  effects ;  it 
were  depriving  England  of  a  very  confide- 
rabel  number  of  ufeful  fubjedts;  Ihould  fuch 
&  tranfmigration  extend  to  the  French  who 
were  fettled  there  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  to  their  defcendants. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  this  treaty, 
the  inhabitants  have  had,  it  is  true,  the  liberty 
to  retire  with  their  moveables  j  but  this 
time  being  expired  thefe  forty  years,  there  is 
not  the  lead  reafon  for  fuch  a  right  to  fubfid 
at  prefent,  and  it  mud  be  fuppofed  that  % 
thofe  who  have  been  willing  to  remain  un¬ 
der  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  as  well 
as  their  defcendants  born  in  the  country, 
would  not  leave  without  much  reluctance, 
their  fettlements,  though  even  it  were  pol- 
fible  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could 
^onfent  to  fo  difadvantageous  a  propoliton. 


*  Thefe  Inhabitants  did  not  withdraw  then,  becaufe 
thev  did  not  take  it,  that  the  country  which  they _m  " 
lited  was  comprehended  in  the  ceffion  ;  and  the  Eng.fo 
thcmfelves  formed  the  fame  judgment,  as £ 
their  not  compelling  them  to  acknowledge  ° 

England  for  their  Sovereign, 

Whatever 


- 
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2.  Whatever  defire  France  may  have  to  pof* 
fefs  the  Ifthmus  and  Beaubaffin,  as  the  only 
communication  during  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  year  between  Quebec  and  Ifle-Royal, 
Great  Britain  cannot  confent  thereto,  with¬ 
out  giving  up  the  moft  effential  fecurity  for 
the  remainder  of  the  Penninfula,  of  which 
the  whole  might  as  well  be  given  up,  as  to 
leave  the  Key  thereof  to  another. 

3.  The  fame  difficulty  occurs  with  regard 
to  the  propofal  of  leaving  in  the  Penninfula, 
a  certain  extent  of  ground  which  fhall  not 
be  inhabited,  along  the  coaft  which  com¬ 
mands  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence :  To 
Great  Britain  it  appears,  that  very  thick 
woods  and  defiles  to  be  croffed,  would  tend 
more  to  favour  the  defigns  which  one  power 
may  have  for  another,  than  to  obitrudt 
them. 

4.  It  is  in  confequence  of  luch  reflections, 
that  Great  Britain  for  her  own  fecurity,  is  hill 
under  a  neceffity  of  infilling  that  fhe  fhall 
have  a  certain  fkirt  of  land  as  may  be  agreed 
on,  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the  bay  of1 
f  undy  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  with¬ 
out  which,  the  poffieffion  of  the  Penninfula 
and  of  the  bay  of  Fundy,  would  be  entirely^, 
precarious, 

So  that,  on  whatever  fide  we  view  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  refervations  of  France,  Great- 
Britain  can  confider  them  only  as  lo  many 
4?eds  of  new  dtfientions.  To  leave  the  bay  of 

R r  Fundy 
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Fundy  in  common,  were  the  moft  certain 
means  of  interrupting  the  happy  harmony  fo 
much  wiihed  for  on  both  lides.  Flitherto 
‘  it  has  been  fufficiently  demonftrated  by  ex- 
‘  periencef  even  by  the  confeffion  of  France, 
according  to  the  memorial  of  M.  de  Torci, 
of  the  10th  of  June  1712,  c  that  it  is  im- 
c  poffible  to  prel'erve  fuch  an  union  in  the 
£  places  that  are  held  in  common  by  the 
French  and  Engliffi.’  Which  may  be  faid 
with  equal  truth  of  a  Bay  which  is  fo  narrow 
as  that  in  queffion  :  France  has  been  hitherto 
contented  with  the  life  Royal,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  herfelf  the  entrance  of  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  fame  reafons 
that  the  Engliffi  who  were  to  be  the  polfef- 
fors  of  Acadia  and  Newfoundland,  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  renounced  their  preten- 
fions  to  the  fardier  poffeffion  of  the  Ifland  of 
cape  Breton  in  common  with  the  French. 


II. 

Of  the  Limits  of  Canada . 

IT  will  be  difficult  to  form  to  one’s  felf  a 
precife  Idea,  of  what  in  the  memorial  is 
called  the  centre  of  Canada ;  we  can  dill  lefs 
admit,  for  a  bafis  of  the  negociation,  that  the 

river  St.  .Lawrence  be  the  centre  of'  this  pro¬ 
vince  ; 
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vince:  this  is  advanced  without  any  proof, 
and  it  is  impoffible,  that  the  courfe  of  a  river 
of  this  extent  could  form  the  centre  of  any 
country.  Moreover,  Great  Britain  cannot 
iubfcribe  to  this  propolition,  viz-  tnat  the 
country  between  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  ( which  Great  Britain 
has  offered  already  fhould  remain  neutral, 
without  being  pofiefied  by  either  nation,  and 
except  the  fkirt  of  land  which  is  propofed  to  be 
drawn  out  of  it )  ought  to  be  confidered,  ot 
has  ever  been  confidered  as  a  part  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  fince  the  contrary  has  been  demonftrated 
by  authentic  proofs. 

'  Neither  can  Great  Britain  allow,  that 
France  has  a  right  to  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie,  or  to  the  river  Niagara,  and  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  thefe  waters  exclufively ;  it  being 
evident  from  inconteftible  fails,  that  the  fub- 
ieits  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  well  as 
"the  five  Jroquois  nations,  have  made  ufe  of 
the  navigation  of  thefe  lakes  and  rivers 
wihout  diftin&ion,  as  often  as  their  oc~ 
cafions  and  convenience  required  it.  But 
as  to  a  part  of  the  country  fituated  on  the 
fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
exclufive  of  what  has  been  already  propofed 
to  be  left  neutral,  whofe  limits  are  difputed 
between  both  nations,  or  their  refpective  colo¬ 
nies  :  The  court  of  Great  Britain  is  ready  to. 

R  r  2  cate 
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cnfei  into  a  *  Difcufiion  on  this  fubjedt,  and 

ana  to  fix  the  limits  thereof  by  an  «•  amicable 

negotiation,’  but  however  without  prejudicing 

tae.  ri§^ts  and  pofiefiions  of  any  of  thefe  five 
nations. 

.  ‘  V 

As  to  the  expofition  which  is  made  in  the 
french  memorial  of  the  XVth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  court  of  Great  Britain 
c_oes  not  think  it  can  have  any  foundation, 
either  by  the  words  or  the  intention  of  this 

treaty. 

1 '  court  of  Great  Britain  cannot  allow 
or  this  article  relating  only  to  the  perfon  of 

t  ae  Savages,  and  not  their  country :  the 
words  of  this  treaty  are  clear  and  precile,  that 
is  to  fay ;  “  that  the  five  Indian  nations  or 
cantons,^  are  fubjed:  to  the  dominion  of  Great 
Biitain,  which  by  the  received  expofition  of 
an  tne  tieaties,  muft  relate  to  the  country  as 
vv\dl  as  to  tiie  perfon  of  the  inhabitants  ;  it  is 
vvnat  F  ranee  has  acknowledged  in  the  moft 
iolernn  manner ;  fhe  had  well  weighed  the 
importance  ol  this  acknowledgement  at  the 
time  of  figning  this  treaty,  and  Great  Britain 

Always  a  Seeci  of  future  Difcuffions  and  FTegocia- 
tions  .  While  at  this  very  time,  Fire  and  Sword  were 
carrying  into  tne  French  habitations  in  America.  No¬ 
thin^  now  was  expected  at  London  but  the  Exploits  of 
Al.  Braddock  ;  and  had  the  Orders  given  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majeify,  been  crowned  with  all  the  Succefs  that 
was  expected,  the  b  tench  prifoners  would  have  been, 

already  on  board  M.  Keppel’s  Veffels  on  their  return  ta 
F  ranee. 
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can  never  give  it  up.  The  countries  pofleffed 
by  thefe  Indians  are  very  well  known,  anti 
are  not  at  all  fo  undetermined  as  it  is  pre¬ 
tended  in  the  memorial ;  they  poffefs  and 
make  them  over  as  other  proprietors  do  in  all 
other  places. 

2.  Great  Britain  has  never  pretended  that 
the  country  wherein  an  Indian  might 
make  a  tranlient  refidence,  belonged  to  the 

crown  whofe  friend  or  fubjedt  °he  Ihould 

be. 

3.  However  free  and  independent  the  Sa¬ 
vages  in  queftion  may  be  (which  is,  ‘a  point 
the  court  of  Great  Britain  will  not  difcufs’  *  ) 
they  cannot  be  considered  otherwife  than  fub- 
jedts  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated  as  fuch  by 
France  in  particular  j  flnce  fire  has  folemnly 
engaged  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  renewed 
and  confirmed  in  the  befl  manner  by  that  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  to ,  confider  them  as  fuch j 
the  nature  of  things  is  not  changed  §  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  The  fame  people ;  the 
fame  country,  always  exift  :  but  the  acknow¬ 
ledgement  made  by  France  of  the  fubjec'lion 
of  the  Iroquois  to  Great  Britain,  is  an  ever- 
iafting  proof  of  her  right  in  this  refpeCt, 
which  can  never  be  difputed  by  France. 

,  *  TheY T,are .nght  in  that;  However,  this  point  is 
deciiive.  r  or  if  the  Savages  are  Independent,  it  fol- 
lows  that  they  are  not  fubjedls  of  England. 

§*  They  mean?  doubtlefs,  to  fay  (Fuv;e), 
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4-  It  is  true,  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  contains  the  fame  ft  ip  u  la- 
tions  in  favour  of  the  French,  as  it  does  in 
favour  of  the  Englifh,  with  regard  to  fuch 
Indian  nations  as  fliould,  after  the  conclufion 
of  this  treaty,  be  by  the  commiftaries  deemed 
to  be  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain  or  France  ;  but 
as  to  what  regards  the  five  iroquois  nations, 
or  cantons  above-mentioned,  France  has  dif- 
tinctly,  and  fpecihcally  declared  by  the  faid 
fifteenth  article,  that  they  are  fubjedt  to  Great 
Britain  :  Magna  Britannia  itnperio  Subjecii  ; 
and  confequently,  this  point  can  admit  of  no 
farther  difpute. 

5.  In  whatever  fenfe  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
may  he  underftood,  with  refpedt  to  the  trade 
which  the  Englifh  and  French  fliall  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  indiftindtly  with  the 
Savage  nations ;  it  is  notwithftanding  very 
certain,  that  fuch  a  general  trade  is  not  at  all 
forbidden  by  this  treaty.  It  is  a  common  and 
natural  right  which  people  have,  to  go  and 
n  vgociate  among  their  fubjedts,  *■  allies  or 
friends ;  but  to  come  with  an  armed  force  on, 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  or  allies  of 
another  crown,  and  there  to  build  forts,  ftrip 

*  This  is  ftil!  b-  gVmg  the  Quedion.  The  Iroquois 
are  eternally  fuppofed  to  be  the  fubjedts  of  England. 
Tiicy  are  at  this  time  their  enemies  ;  faclo  Jure.,  they 
have  been  always  free  :  We  need  only  to  catl  our  eyes 
on  the  leeches  of  M,  Johnfon,  and  M.  Wafhington, 
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them  of  their  territories,  appropiate  them  to 
ones  felf ;  this  is  what  is  not,  what  cannot 
be  authorifed  by  any  pretenfion,  not  even  by 
the  moft  uncertain  one  of  all,  viz.  conve- 
niency :  fuch  are  notwithftanding,  the  forts 
of  Frederic,  Niagara,  the  prefqu-Ifle,  Ox- 
river,  and  all  thole  which  have  been  built  on 
the  Ohio,  and  on  the  adjacent  lands. 

Whatever  pretext  might  be  alledged  by 
France,-  in  conlidering  thefe  conntries  as  the 
appurtenances  of  Canada ;  it  is  a  certain 
truth  that  they  have  belonged,  and  (as  they 
have  not  been  given  up  or  made  over  to  the 
Englifhj  belong  ftill  to  the  fame  Indian  na¬ 
tions,  which  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  France  agreed  not  to  mo- 
left,  nuilo  in  pojlerum  impedimento  aut  molejiia 
officiant.  * 

6.  It  has  been  already  proved  that  France 
has,  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the  laid  treaty, 
fully  and  abfolutely  acknowledged  the  Iro¬ 
quois  as  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain.  It  would 

%  What  ?  The  Englilh  go  to  war  for  the  Iroquois 
on  whole  heads  they  have  fet  a  price,  and  whom  they 
confider  this  time  as  their  enemies  !  If  thefe  countries 
never  cealed  to  belong  to  the  Savages,  why  do  they  now 
difturb  all  Europe,  in  order  to  render  thefe  Indians  a  fer- 
vice  which  they  do  not  demand,  and  at  which  they  are 
even  offended.  We  might  fay  to  the  Englilh,  Why  do 
you  not  abandon  the  Iroquois  who  abandon  you  ?  Was 
it  neceffary  that  M.  Braddock  fhould  lofe  his  life  to  ferve 
fuch  friends  :  it  is  true,  the  Savages  themfelves  do  not 
look  on  the  zeal  of  the  Englilh  as  a  dhlnterefte  i  inftance 
®f  Friendfhipv  ~ 
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Jiot  be  a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty  as  is  pre¬ 
tended  in  the  memorial,  to  come  to  an  agree- 
muu  with  regard  to  the  other  Indians,  if 
while  fo  many  commiffions  were  made  out 
in  order  to  regulate  this  point,  there  had  been 
a  mutual  difpofition  to  come  to  a  conclulion ; 
tne  acts  of  thefe  commiffions  have  abun¬ 
dantly  ffiewn  the  true  reafons  which  have 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  fifteenth  ar¬ 
ticle  or  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  without  having 
recourle  to  an  imaginary  fuppofition,  as  if  the 
treaty  could  not  be  carriec  into  execution  j 
Inch  a  fuppofition  is  evidently  overturned  by 
tne  treaty  itfelf,  with  regard  to  the  Iroquois 
nations, 


‘III 

Of  the  Courfe  and  the  Territory  of  the 

Ohio . 


OTwithftanding 

O 

vanced  in  this 


all  that  has  been  ad- 
article,  the  court  of 


Cheat  Britain  cannot  agree  to  Prance’s  having 
'the  leafl  title  to  the  river  Ohio,  and  the  terri¬ 
tory  in  queftion  j  even  that  of  poffieffion  is 
not,  nor  can  it  be  alledged  on  this  occafion  ; 
fince  France  cannot  pretend  to  have  had  any 
fuch  before  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  nor 
fince,  unlefs  it  be  that  of  certain  forts  un- 


jufUy  erected,  lately  on,  lands  which  evi¬ 


dently 
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dently  belong  to  the  five  nations,  *  or  which 
thefe  have  made  over  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  or  its  fubjefts :  as  may  be  proved  by 
treaties  f  and  a£ts  of  the  greateft  authenticity. 
The  title  on  which  France  infills  the  moil, 
arifes  from  her  having  made  ufe  of  this  1  ivci 
as  a  communication  between  Canada  and 
Louifiana ;  but  in  fa£t,  fhe  made  no  luch  ufc 
of  it  unlefs  occafionally  or  clandellinely,  as  , 
might  pofiibly  have  happened  in  a  country  of 
fuch  extent,  without  being  obferved ;  which 
cannot  however  give  the  leall  colour  ol  a  right 
thereto.  The  rivers  of  the  Micmacs  and  Wa- 
bache  arethofe  which  have  ferved  ,  and  that  only 
within  thefe  few  years,  as  a  communication 
between  Canada  and  Louifiana ;  not  that  Great 
Britain  can  allow  thatFrance  has  any  right  even 
to  thefe,  much  lefs  Hill  to  a  pallage  fo  near 
her  neighbourhood  as  that  of  the  river  Oiiio. 
As  to  the  ufe  which  has  been  made  or  this 
lall  river,  on  the  occafion  of  the  war  with  the 
Chicachas,  (allies  and  friends  of  Great-Britain) 
although  Great-Britain  did  not  complain  of  it 
in  a  formal  manner,  it  does  not  follow  that  a 
violence  committed  in  certain  delicate  and  cri¬ 
tical  moments,  can  ferve  as  a  foundation  to 
new  encroachments.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
the  ralh  and  inconfiderate  proceedings  of 

y 

%  Every  where,  the  Englifh  alledge  nothing  but  the 
Interefts  or  the  right  of  the  five  nation. 

f  England  will  perhaps  at  laft,  caufe  thele  treaties  to 
be  printed. 

S  f  tile 


(  3*4  ) 

the  governor  of  a  diftant  colony,  who  fhould 
forbid  the  Engliih  to  pafs  the  mountains  of 
Virginia,  on  pain  of  feizing  their  goods,  and 
being  themfelves  made  prifoners.  The  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  court  of  Great-Britain  has 
claimed  thefe  prifoners  and  their  effefts,  has 
been  fufficiently  made  known  by  the  memo¬ 
rial  which  the  late  Eatl  of  Albemarle  prefented 
the  7th  of  March  1752  (a)  to  the  court  of 
France.  What  the  Court  of  Great-Britain 
maintained,  what  it  infills  upon,  is,  that  the 
five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  acknowledged  by 
France  to  be  fubjecls  of  Great-Britain,  are  by 
origin  (b)  or  by  right  of  conqueft,  the  law¬ 
ful  proprietors  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  the 
territory  in  queftion ;  and  as  to  the  terri¬ 
tory  which  has  been  yielded  and  made  over 
by  this  people  to  Great-Britain  (which  it  can¬ 
not  but  be  owned,  mull  be  the  mod  juft  and 
lawful  % manner  of  making  an  acquifition  of 
this  fort)  fhe  reclaims  it  as  belonging  to  her, 
having  continued  cultivating  it  for  above  twen¬ 
ty  years  paft,  and  having  made  fettlements  in 
feveral  parts  of  it,  from  the  fources  even  of  the 
Ohio  to  Pecko-Williams,  in  the  center  of  the 
territory  fituated  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
Wabache. 

(a)  This  memorial  was  never  delivered  to  the  court 
of  France. 

(/> )  Why  not  fpecify  fomething  more  precife  ?  the 
Iroquois  will  very  foon,  on  account  of  their  origin,  give 
the  Engliih  an  uniyerfal  title  over  all  America, 


But 


(  3!5  ) 

But  notwith  (landing  fuch  clear  and  evident 
facts,  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  and  in  order  to  preferve  a  good  har¬ 
mony  between  the  two  crowns,  has  propofcd, 
to  prevent  all  future  difputes,  to  let  that 
extent  of  ground  in  thofe  Parts,  remain 
neutral  and  uncultivated,  in  the  manner  that  it 
has  been  already  expofed  to  the  court  of  France, 
and  the  precifc  extent  of  which  Great-Britain 
is  ready  to  limit  and  adjuft  by  an  amicable 
negociation. 


Aeticl 


IV. 


Csncermng  the  ijlands  in  difpute . 

the  court  of  Great-Britain  can,  no 
ways,  acquiefce  in  the  arguments  alledged 
in  the  laft  memorial  of  the  French  commif- 
faries,  with  regard  to  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty’s  right  to  the  ifiand  of  St.  Lucia,  yet  we 
think  it  unneceffary  to  enter  at  prefent  into  fo 
minute  a  detail  as  this  fubjedt  would  require, 
and  which  can  not  in  fa  ft  becomprifed  within 
the  bounds  of  an  anfwer,  to  the  laft  memorial 
of  the  court  of  France. 

We  were  employed  in  preparing  an  ample 
reply  on  this  fubjecf,  as  alfo  on  that  of  the  dis¬ 
pute  concerningthe  illands  of  St.  Vincent,  Do¬ 
minica,  and  Tobago  :  but  the  court  of  Great- 
Britain being  difpofedto  enter  into  thedifcuffion 

S  f  2  of 
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of  the  disputes  relative  to  thefe  four  illands  in 
the  courle  of  this  negociation,  is  inclinable 
to  come  to  a  reafonable  and  amicable  ( c) 
accommodation,  in  full  expectation  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  like  dilpofitions  in  the  court  of 
France. 

Signed 


* 

,  »  SO 


T.  Robinson. 


NUMBER  XIV. 

"Relation  of  the  battle  fought  by  the  flips  the 
Alcide,  commanded  by  M.  Hocquart,  and 
the  Lys,  commanded  by  M.  de  Lorgerie, 
taken  (a)  by  Mr.  Bofcawen’s  fquadron  com - 
pefed  of  eleven  flips.  By  one  oj  the  officers 
embarked  on  board  the  Alcide, 


rgn 

ill 

♦if 
it  HI 
mi 


N  45  degrees  27  minutes  north  latitude, 
~~  and  53  degrees  49  minutes  longitude  weft 
from  Paris,  the  7th  of  June,  at  fix  in  the 

(c)  See  in  the  following  piece  the  pledge  of  this  rea¬ 
fonable  accommodation. 

(d)  There  was  the  lefs  reafon  to  expedl  fuch  an  event, 
as  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  having  had  advice,  in  the 
month  ofIVlay  J/55>  that  admiral  Bofcawen  had  oiders 
of  an  offenfive  nature,  meffrs.  the  f>ord  High  Chancellor 
of  England,  the  Duke  oi  Newcaftle,  Earl  Granville, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  to  whom  this  ambalfador  im¬ 
parted  the  Advice  which  was  given  him,  allured  him 
politively,  that  it  was  abfolutely  falfe. 

evening,, 
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evening,  the  fignals  were  made  of  eleven 
(hips,  which  were  perceived  from  the  raaft- 
heads.  They  lay  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  and 
were  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  us.  M.' 
Hocquart  made  the  fignal  to  the  Lys  and  the 
Dauphin  Royal  to  crowd  then  fails,  in  01  der 
to  endeavour  to  reconnoitre  this  fquadion 
before  night,  thinking  it  might  be  our  own, 
from  which  we  had  been  feparated  for  feveral 
days ;  the  wind  fell  at  once,  and  the  calm 
coming  on  at  midnight,  we  lay  to. 

The  8th,  at  day-break,  we  found  ourfelves 
to  leeward  of  this  fquadron  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues  ;  M.  Hocquait  caufed 
the  private  fignals  to  be  made ;  but  thefe 
veiTels  crowding  all  their  fails,  and  making 
no  anlwer,  we  put  up  all  ours ;  the  Lys  and 
the  Dauphin  Royal  were  foon  a-head  of  us, 
the  Englifh  veffels  were  vifibly  gaining  ground 
on  us.  M.  Hocquart  gave  orders  to  make 
ready  for  fighting :  the  fquadron  being  now 
within  cannon-fhot  and  half,  we  hoifted  our 
flag  and  the  dreamer,  which  was  followed 
by  a  cannon-fhot  with  powder.  Upon  this, 
the  Englifh  veffels  hoifted  their  flags  and 
dreamers  j  the  general  fet  up  a  red  flag  on 
his  fore-top-maft. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning 
the  Dunkirk,  a  fhip  of  60  guns,  was  within 
hearing.  M.  Hocquart  defired  meffrs,  de 
Roftaing,  a  colonel  of  foot,  de  Rigaud,  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  three  rivers  in  Canada,  de 

.  Cranes, 


\ 
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■  Crance,  commilTary  of  war,  d’PIalincour  and 
de  Semerville,  to  hearken  to  the  converfation 
in  order  to  be  able  to  make  a  report  of  it.  He 
caufed  it  to  be  cried  out  three  times  in  Eng- 
lifh,  “  Are  we  in  peace  or  at  war  ?”  The 
anfwer  was,  “  We  don’t  underhand  you.-” 
The  fame  queftion  was  repeated  in  French;  the 
fame  anfwer.  M.  Hocquart  made  it  then 
himfelf ;  the  Captain  anfwered  twice  and  very 
diftindtly,  “  Peace,  peace  ”  M.  Hocquart 
added,  “  What  is  the  name  of  the  Admiral  ?” 
“  Admiral  Bofcawen,”  replies  the  Englifhman  ■ 
faysM.  Hocquart:  “  I  know  him,  he  is  a  friend 
of  mine.”  To  which  the  Englifhman  replied, 
“  You,  fir!  what  is  your  name?”  “Hocquart.” 
The  time  of  uttering  thefe  words  was  the  only 
interval  between  the  word  peace  and  the 
broadfide,  which  declared  war  to  us :  we 
were  then  within  half  piftol-fhot,  the  guns  of 
the  enemy  were  loaded  with  double  balls  and 
old  iron  of  all  forts  ;  that,  together  with  the 
confidence  which  the  word  Peace  uttered  by, 
and  coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  Captain, 
was  the  occafion  of  our  lofing  a  great  number 
of  men.  Our  fire  differed  however  no  de- 
lay  by  this ;  we  remained  fome  time  with  our 
bowfprit  acrofs  this  lhip,  continuing  a  very  hot 
fire  of  our  cannons  and  fmall  arms,  which 
was  directed  on  four  or  five  velfels  which 
were  firing  on  us,  among  which  were  the 
Admiral  and  Rear  Admiral :  but  what  could 
we  hope  in  the  fituation  we  were  in  ?  having 

our 
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°ur  riggings  in  pieces,  our  fails  full  of  fhot,  the 
fore-top-mail  ready  to  come  down,  the  main- 
mail  pierced  by  two  cannon-balls,  our  yard¬ 
arm  fhot  in  two,  our  main  and  top-gallant- 
rnaits  injured,  pieces  of  cannon  difmounted, 
eighty  men  lying  killed,  wounded  or  maimed 
on  the  decks,  of  the  number  of  whom  were 
four  officers ;  meffis.  Rollaing,  de  l’Aubepin, 
Monfermeil,  and  feveral  officers  wounded; 
M.  Hocquart  determined  at  laffc  furrender 
himfelf  to  the  Admiral. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  Lys,  hav- 
ing  been  neared  by  the  Defiance,  for 
a  long  time  made  a  running  fight  of  it; 
but  the  Fougueux  coming  up,  fhe  was  put 
between  two  fires.  This  fliip  could  make 
but  a  weak  refillance  againft  thefe  attacks, 
considering  the  finall  number  of  cannon 
which  flie  mounted ;  this  obliged  M.  de  Lor- 
gerie,  after  making  all  the  refiflance  poffible 
to  flrike  the  King’s  flag.  1 

As  to  the  Dauphin  Royal,  her  being  a 
prime  failer,  procured  M.  de  Montalais  "the 
fatisfadlion  of  carrying  her  into  Louifbourg  with 
the  troops  with  which  he  was  entrufled .  Flere 
he  was  informed  of  the  taking  of  our  two  ffiips, 

by  which  a  difcovery  was  made  of  the  defiens 
of  the  Englifh.  -  & 
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